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cently visited live-stock men, w-as that
which l"ell upon Nlessrs.. T. F. B. Sot-
ham, Geo. . Harding & Sons, and
others, who exhibited cattle at the
Charleston, S. C., Exposition last
nionth. With commendableenterprise
these men exhibitcd the flower of their
herds at this Exposition, in order to
advertise the merits of pure-bred beef
cattie in the South. Whike there the
very best of these cattle contracted
the deadlv tick-fever w'iich has been
such a cutse to the Southern cattle
trade. As a resuit, animiais whîch
stood without peer, both as show and
breeding stock, died on their wav
home on the train. Mr. Southam
fared particularly badly, havîng lost
such world-fanie bulis as Improver,
Cbickmate, and Thickfiesh, bulîs
which it is beyond his power to re-

place; for they have been the culmina-
tion of many vears breeding, feeding
and selection ; in fact, money could
flot have tempted MIr. Sotham to part
with them. A piece of d1-estroyed
machinery or a building can be re-
placed, but it is a different matter in
the case of breeding animiaIs. In the
live stock world. as elsewhere, one
cannot tell what a day mnay bring
forth, and one's brightest ideals and
the culmination of years of work rnav
be dashed to the ground in a moment.
However, these are the exceptions.
and as one compares the losses re-
corded in live stock with those re-
corded in.business and other enter-
prises, they certainly seem ver.v insig-
nificant.

11. C G.

3îu1portan1ce ct Zeeb Ze[ecttone
With the return of the robin we are

rem inded that spring is approacbing,
and to those engaged in agnicultural
pursuits this means nuch. It is dur-
ing this season that tbe farmer must
prepare bis land for another season's
crops, and sow the seed for those
crops that he wisbes to obtain.

To secure a bountiful barvest it is
essential that the Young plants receive
a good start, and one of the best
means of accomplishing thîs is to s0w
good seed. In the past, too littie at-
tention bas been given to tbe quality
of the seed sown. It was considered
that cach grain contained a gerni
that was capable of producing a

plant simular to that froni wbich it.
had corne, and that the size and ina-
turity of tne kcrnel sown w-as of

secondary importance. Though the
laws of breeding are flot considered to
bce of as great importance in the grow-
ing of plants as ir. the rearing of live
stock, yet the law that Il-Like begets
like " applies as directly to the vegc-
table kingdom as it does to the ani-
mal. In the breeding of live stock the
breeder places rnuch importance oii
the selection of the breeding types as
bc knows that it is onlv in this wav
that lie ca.- iniprove bis herd and keep)
abreast with the times. If. then, the
breeder of stock recognizes the uni-
portance of selection, why should not
the lame care bie exercised bv those
wbo are breeding grain? It wot-id
bce absurci to expect to raise strong
healthy stock froni weak or unhealtv

parents; just as unreasonable woffld
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