PLEASBANT HOURS.

COLUMBUS' FLEET.

Oun picture shows the three vessels of
Columbus leaving the harbour of Pulos.
Vory small and mulequate for such an un
dertaking wero these vesels, and unman-
ageallenlsn  Noone n whit less brave and
dotermined  than Columbus ever would
have ventured on the great uuhnouwn
waters in these light slaps and with such a
crow as e hiad been civen Fort anatddy,
however, the weather wis cal, and these
caravels on which ~a.li wizhty i~sues de-
jonded made thewr lung veyage and ro
turned in safety.

LESSON NOTES.

FIRST QUARTER.

LESSON 1V.—Jasvany 22,
JUSMUA THE HIGH TRIMST.
Zach. 3. 1-10.) [Memory verses, 7, 8.
GoLpey TeaT.

We have a great high priest, that js passed
into the heaveus, Jesus the Son of God.—
Heb. 4. 14.

CextraL TuoTi.

Jeans Christ, our great high priest, hrings
w us the cleansing from sin necessary for
dwelling in the city of God.

Tiur.—~Zrchatiah began to prophesy in
November B.C 3520, the month following our
last lesson. The lesson for to-day was one of
A serics of visions sven on the night of the
twenty fourth day of the cleventh month,
that is, in March, 519,

Prack —Jerusalem.

Proruer. ~Hasmi prophiesied at the samo
time and place and fur the same object.

Pricr iy Biuee History. —-Ezra, chap-
ters 5 and G The first prophecy between
verses 9 and 10 of Hagz. 2 Tho lesson just
after the clore of Hagaai's prophecy.

Tue Circunsravces.

The returnad exiles had, iftcen Fears be-
fote, begun to rebuild the temple ; and then,
on account of the great opposition, had
ceased 1o build  Jast before this tinge they
had again entered upon the wark, under the
inspiration of Hagear. But there was much
to discourage the fceble hand ; the buildin
would be iulcrior to the former temple, un§
their enemies had written against them to tho
Peraian govermmnent.

Hewrs Over Harp Pracrs.

The lesson to-day is one of a series of
visions in one night, the object of which was
to encouragetho people. The first one showed
that God knew and 1nfluenced all parts of
the world. The second showed that God's

ritual forces were destroying the power of

oir groat cuemics. The third was a pro-
mise of such growth and prosperity that no
wall coulil coatain the people or were needed
dor their defance.  The fourth showed them
that their 2ins were forgiven. 1. *Joshun"—
ting the nation. **Satan®—Accus-

ing them of sin. 2 *“A braad placked outof the
S90™—Repreceating the Insaslites oensumed

COLUMBUS' FLEET.

by captivity, almost burned up as a nation
by thar encies nod by their sins, but saved
from thowe tires by God, because there was
sumtiung te be saved. It showed lus care
anulove. 3 Clothed with filthy garments *
=A type of ths swful state of the nation
which he represented. 4, A change of rai-
ment "—A festival dress, a beautiful gar-
ment , showing that God had forgiven and
cleansed them from sin, 7. I will give thee
places,"ete  Roum among the angela. ** Men
wondered at”— 3 portent, a 8ign, a type.
The priests were a type of Jesus, the great
high “priest, and their services types of
spintual things.  *““The Branch "-(L,hriat.
lwaiah 11, 1. 0. *“ Stone” - Foundation atone;
head of the comer Christ.  ** Seven ages”
—The seven spirits of (lod ; that is, the com-
plete Sprrit of God in all bis working.
Pracricat Scecestions

Every great cause has is periods of dis-
couragement.

Gond's cure for discouragement is through
s proplicts and promises and the assurauce
of su-cess.

Tho great forces of God work silently but
surely.,

Ouly through cleansing from sin can we
enter the kingdom of Go«f

We are not auly cleansed from the past,
but puritied avd crowned with holiness and
Joy.

Jesus is our great high priest.

v each disciple is given a white stone, on
which a new name is written,

Review Exereise

1. Who was Zechariah? A prophet living
in Jerusalem at the same time with Haggai
2 What was his work? To enconrage the
people in rebailding the temple and the city.
4. How did he accomplish it? By messages
from God, illustrated by types and symbols.
4. What was the one in this lesson? The
bigh pricst standing before the judgment
seat in filthy garments, acquitted, and clothed
in beautiful garments. 5. What did this
teach? That God foryave the sins of his
Efcplcii, asd woild make them holy and

cssed.

CarTrcuiss QuesTios.

What doe  his new commandment mean ?

That we ahould show special Tove to all the
disciples of Christ, by whatever name they
are called.

Ephesians G6.24; 1 John 4. 11; 1 John 3.
16; Rumans 12 10; Galatians 6. 10; He-
brews 13 1; 2 Peter 1. 5.

MESSAGES.

A Geryax fable tells that once upon a
timo Death promised a young man that he
would not summon him until ho had first
sent several messengers to apprizo him of
his coming.

So the youth took bis fill of pleasura and
wasted health and strength in riotous liv-
ing. Presently a fever Inid Lim low; but
as uoe messenger had appearsd ho had no
apprehensions ; and when ho recovered ho
returned to his former sins.  He then fell
8 proy to other maladies, but remembering
kis covenans with Death, made light of

them. *““Iam not going to dio,” he cricd,
““tho first messenger has not yet come.”

But one day some one tapped him on the
shoulder. He turned and saw Death stand-
ing at his elbow.  * Follow me,” said the
King of Terrors, *‘the hour of thy de-
parture is come.”

‘“How is this?" exclaimed the youth,
¢ Thou art false to thy words! Thou didst
promise to send me messengers, and 1 have
seen none.”

““8ilence 1" sternly answered the de-
stroyer, “I have sent messenger after
messenger. What was tho fover? What
was the apoploxy 7 What was each sickness
that befelfggeo 7 Each was my horald; each
Was my messenger."”

The Drunkard’s Daughter.

Ovur in the atrect, with naked fect,
I saw tho drunkard’s little daughter;
Her tattered shawl was thin and small ;
She kaew little—for 1o one taught her,

Heart-broken child, she seldom smiled H
Hope promised her no bright morrow ;

Or, if its flight flashed on her night,
Ther up came darker clouds of sorrow.

She softly said: ** Wo have no bread,
No wood to kcep the fire a-burning.”
The child was ill, the winds were chill ;
Her thin, cold blood to ice was turning.

But men well fed and warmly clad,
Aud ladies robed in richest fashion,

Passed on the side whers no one cried
To them, for pity or compassion.

That long night fled, and then the light
Of rosy day in beanty shining,

Set domo and spire and roof on fire,
And shone on one beyond repining.

Aslecp—alone—as cold as stone,

Where no dear parent ever sought her;
In a winding-sheet of snow and s oet,

Was found the drunkard's lifeless davghter.

A BEGGAR-BOY IN CHINA.

Svynsee or winter, he is up earlyand out
on the road, watching for the carts or lit-
ters carrying travellors to ~nd from the
great cities.  He hails the  supant with
thecry: “Lao yeh, Iso yeh, kei woi ko
ch'icn pa”—that is, “ Vencrable sir, ven-
erablo sir. give me a cash.” It doesnot
matter whether the traveller is old or
young, he calls him old, as any other ad-
dress would not be res ul.

Porbaps the traveller does not give at
onceo. on the boy runs ahead, drops on
his knees for an instant, knocks his head
to the ground, and, scrambling to his feet
Tuns after tho cart with the same cry as
> e £ th bo litt)

6 ter part of the year the 8
beggar gi:ucladp:nb' in a suit of brown
which naturo has provided. Relays of
these littlo fellows are seen on all the groat
roads. What becomos of them when they
8ot to large %0 bag, who kmows ?
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PAPER, 60 Cents,
CLOTH, $1.00.

Press Opinions.

For clearness of analysis and spirituality
of treatment thess studics arc perhaps the
peer of any offered to Sunday-school teachers.
—~—The Asristant Pastor.

An excellent expository volume, rvaded
by the spirit of truth and light. It is in-
tensely spiritual.—%he Canadian Alethodist
Quarterly,

A careful atudy of these * Bible Stud os™
has shown that they aro above the average of
such works. The high literary stauding of
the author is itself the best guarantee as to
the value of this book.~—The Kvangelical.

ILLUSTRATIVE NOTES:

Including original and selected expositions,
plans of instruction, illustrative _anecdotes,
ractical application, archological notes,
Fibn.ry refereaces, mape, pictures aud dia-
grams.
By JESSE L. HURLBUT, D.D., and

ROBERT R. DOHERTY, Pa.D.
$1.25, postpaid.

SELECT NOTES:

Explanatory. illustrative, doctrinal and -
practical; with illustrations, maps, pictures,
chronology of the Old Testameat, chron
clogy of the Acts, suggestions to teachers,
Lbrary references.

By F. N. PELOUBRT, D.D., sad

AL A. PELOUBET.
$1.23, postpaid.
Monday Club Sermons :
Sermona on the International Sunday-school
Leesons. Eighteenth Seried,
$1.23, postpaid.

ternational Question Book.
TheBgnRev. F. R. Peloqxllubet., D.D. For

the older acholars..veeeeenecnnense. 20
-schot: Lessons and Golden
snn%?;u- ornut booklet with orna-
mental cover. Percopy Soents ; per

dozen . ...cceecenennnn coenctcccacss 35
ternational Liesson Cards. Twelve
In decora cards with versss by

Frances Ridley Havergal Per
package o
Mark ILesson Lists. [ o]
Boo%ook mark containing list of lessons,
with golden texts and wmemory

1%

........... esccccccsssaves

verses. Per hundred 50 centa
With Church Servioces ted at
back, $1.50, per hun Specaal

prices on larger quantities.
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