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IIISTORY OF THE WAR OF 1812,

tween Mr. Barlow, the American minister
at Paris, and the Sceretary of State, in
whichthe formercommunicated to his govern-
ment the vexatious intelligence that his
efforts to conclude & treaty with France had
proved abortive, and that no redress had, as
yet, been obtained for the sei: .ces and con-
fiscations either prior or sulsequent to the
relaxation of the French decrees. It is
evident, then, that Buonaparte’s relaxation of
his deevees in favour of the United States,
was no. honestly carried out.  The grievan-
ces of which they complained at the hands
of France were, on their own showing, un-
redressed ; ‘and yet the President of the
United States found himself unable to * re-
commend to the consideration of Cungress
definitive measures in respect to Franee,”
in that very message which called his

the rights, the interests, th.: honour of their
country.”* The contrast is too obvious to
be overlooked ;—the temper of * sudden
quarrel” towards Great Britain,—the long-
suffering with France. The bias in Napoleon
Buanaparte's favour appears in a still strongs
er light; if it be truly alleged—as has
heen done—that there was a general im-
pression in the United States that the repeal
of the Orders could not he fur distant; and
that, acting under that impression, the
demacratic party did their utmost to press
the declaration of war hefore intelligence of
the expected repeal should have reached
America.  Be thisas it may ; thesmall, but
able minority expressed in energetic terms
their sense of the inconsistency of declar-
ing war with one adversary only, when two
had given equal provocation. “ As the in-

countrymen to arms against Great Britain. jurles (said they) which we have reccived

. C !
In that message, every subject of dmcuntcut|
with the British Government was p:xr:ulcdl

from France are at least equal in amount
to those we have sustained from England,

in the manner, and with the cmbittering, and have been attended with circumstances
language, best caleulated to inflame, to the of still greater insult and aggravation; if
highest degree, the rising passions of the, war were necessary to vindicate the honovr
nation. No peace ; no Lreathing-time ; no  of the country, consistency and impartiality
farther waiting, fur what the future might, reqeired that Luth nations should have been
etill bring forth as the foundation of pacifi-jincluded in the declaration”; ¥ We have
cation, was to be peritted. It is true, the
United States had waited long,—had suffered
Jong; and too long, also, had the Dritish
Ministry—as it proved—withheld the conces-
sion which, had it hieen made sooner,: might
not, perhaps, have wholiv sweetened the hit-
ter waters of strife, but would, at least, have
strengthened the friends of peace in the
American Congress, whilst, in currespund-
ing measure, it would have embarrassed the
fiery spirits in that bedy, and have prevented

% Tresident’s Message of Ist June, 1812,

$ Other passages, besides the two we have in-
corporated with the text, are worthy of repub-
lication.

¥ < Resolutions passed at a Convention of
Delegates from several Counties of the State of
New York, held at the Capitol, in the City of
Albany, on the 17th and 18th days of Sceptem-
ber, 18127

«*Resolved, that without insisting on tho
. injustice of the present war, taking solely into
possibly, (though we do not feel sure of, cansideration the time and circumstances of it
this,) the outbreak of war. Bat, if thejdeclaration, the condition of the country, and
patience of the United States had heen tried ¢ State of the public mind, we are constrained to

) . P, _y | consider, and feel it our duty to pronounce it a
hy Great Britain, (which we do not deny,) jmost rash, unwise, and inexpedient measure ;

it had Leen tried, perhaps with equal seve-, the adoption of which ought for ever to deprive
rity, by France too; and yet—so unequatly ;i‘3],‘“;‘t"‘l’l“"“"rc(‘]‘;’ccs‘]?f“‘m’“c“l lg‘;‘,‘?ﬁ:}ﬁ‘;ﬁg "‘“‘:
IR s . T4t enlightenced peopic—hecause, as th v
did the =pirit of retaliation work !_ﬂ‘c:]m\'g 1‘(:cc':vczl f}"om France, are at lc:;]st cqual
wrongs charged upon Great Britain were to in amount te these we have sustained from
be fiercely and promptly efficed with blowl; Fugland, :nu_l have bcc_u attended with cil:cum-
whilst those which had been suffered, and § Stiees of still greater insult and aggravation—

i il endured. & N . if war were necessary to vindicate the honor of
were still endured, from France, remained | the country, consistency aud impartiality re-

a matter for discussion; Cungress, in re- | quired that hoth nativns should have been in-
aard to these, still taking time “ to decide clided in the declaration.  Because if it were

3th reater advant 1 deemed expedient to exercise our right of
with greater advantage on the course due t0 ! gelecting our adversary, prudence and common




