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The disposition for flicattack boin, nmade,
it w-as comimenccd w-ith se much impotuosity
by tue liglit brigade, consisting cf the S5th
light infantry, and tho liglit infantry coin-
panios cf the army, under the cominand cf
colonel Tiioraton, that tue fortified lieouse
ivas shortly carried, the cnemy r 'tiring te
the biglier grounds.

Ia support cf tue liglut brigade, 1 orderod
up a brigade under tue command of colonel
Brooke, w-ho, wîth tic 44th, regiment, aü-
tacked the eny's loft, the 4thi re-iment
pressinîg lis riglit ivith suchi cifeet, as te
cause lim to abandon bis guns. Ilis first
lino giving wvay, -as driven on the second,

~vucyioldin g te the irresistable attaok cof
tIc bayonet, anud tue w-cll-diroctcd disclarge
cf rockets, got into confusion aiud fled, leav-
ing the lritisli masters of thc field. The
rapid flight cf the enomy, and his kncwldèdge
cf the country, precludcd thc -posibi 'ty cf
many prisoners beîng taken, more partieu-
larly as the troeps had, during Uic day, un-
dergone considerablefage

The enonîy's arnîy, amounting te 8 or
9000 mon, w-ith 3 or 400 cavalry, w-as under
thc comnmand cf Gencrai Winder, being
foruned cf troops drawn frein Baltimore and
IPensylvania. lus artiilery, 10 pieces cf
whicli feli ite our luands, w-as comnmanded
by commodore Barniey, w-ho w-as w-ounded
and takea prisoner. The artillery I direct-
ed te be dostroed.

Ilaving lîalted the army ir a shcrt timre,
I determined te marcli upoui Waslhingtonu,. and
roaclhod thiat eity at cigît o'clock thiat niglut.
Juîdging it cf consequenco te comiplote the
destruction cf tbé,1n1 plie buildings with the
Ieast posible delay, se tluat the ar.my mugît
retire withouît loss cf time, the following
buildings w-ere set fire te and consumed,-
the capitol, iîîculding thc Senate-house and
lieuse of Jiepresentaives, the Arsenal, the
lDock-yard, Troa-suury, War-flico, Presidonz's
Palace, Ropewalk, and the great bridge
across the Potemac ; in the dock-yard a frig-
ate nearly ready te be Iaunclîed, and a sloop
of w-ar, w-cre consumed. The two bridges
leading, te Washîington over the castcrn
brandli lad been destroyod by the oncmy,
w-ho apprclonded an attack from that quiaà-

ter. The objcct of the expedition being ac-
complishod, I dcternxinod, before aîy groater
force of the eneîuy could ho assenibled, te
withidraw the troops, and ftccordilgly coin-
menced rctiring on the nigh; of tho 25tlî.
On the evcning of the 29t1î we reaoclîcd iBenc.
dict, and rc-embarkcd the following day.
In tlue performance of the operation I have
detailed, it is. w-ith the utmost satisfaction I
observe to Sour lordship, tlîat cheerfulncss
in undergoing fatigue, and anxioty for the
accomplisinent, of the ebjeet, wcrc conspicu -
eus in ail raîuks.

To Sir A. Cochrane niy thanks are due,
for his ready conîpliance with evory wish
connected witlh the w-elfare of the troops and
the success of the expodition. To rear-ad-
mirai Cockburn, w-ho suggested the attack
upon Washîington, and wvho acenîparuied
the army, I confess the greatest obligation
for his cordial co-operation and advice.

Colonel Thornton, who led the attack, is
entitled te evory praise for the noble exam-
pie ho set, w-hiei wvas se w-cil. followved by
lieutenant-colonel Wood and the 85th lighit
infantry, and by major Joncs, cf the 4th
foot, with the cnpanies attaclied te the
lighit brigade. I have te express mny appro-
bation of the spirited conduot cf colonel
Brooke, and cf luis brigade: the 44th regi-
nnM hc lie led, .istinguishcditself under
the commiand cf lieutenant-colonel-.tuhlcnis;
the gallantry cf the 4th foot, undor the ceom-
mand cf major France, being equally con-
spicucus.

The exertions cf captain Mitchel, cf the
royal artillory, bringin t. uslut c

tion, wvere unremitting; te hinî,and to the de-
tachimont under lus conmmand, including
captain Doaccn's rookot brigade, and the
iuarine reekot corps, I feel every obligation,
Captain Lempriero, cf tlue royal artillcry,
mounted a, sinaîl detaclunent cf the artillery
drivers, whicli prcved cf great utility. The
assistanîce affurdcd by captain Blanchard, of
the royal ongineers, in the duties of luis de-
partinent, w-as cf great advantage. To the
zealous cxerticns cf captain Wainivriglut,
Paumer, and 31oney, cf the royal navy, and
to, those cf the officers and seamen whlo land-
cd witli thora, the service is luighly indebted,


