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The disposition for the attack being made,
it was commenced with so much impetuosity
by the light brigade, consisting of the 85th
light infantry, and the light infantry com-
panies of the army under the command of
colonel Thornton, that the fortified house
was shortly carried, the enemy r ‘tiring to
the higher grounds.

In suppors of the light brigade, I ordered
up & brigade under the command of colonel
Brooke, who, with the 44th regiment, ai-
tacked the enemy’s left, the 4th regiment
pressing his right with such effect, as to
cause him to abandon his guns. Ilis first
line giving way, was driven on the second,
which, yielding to the irresistable attack of
the bayonet, and the well-directed discharge
of rockets, got into confusion and fled, leav-
ing the British masters of the field. The
rapid flight of the cnemy, and his knowlddge
of the country, precluded the posibi’ .ty of|
many prisoners being taken, more particu-
larly as the troops had, during the day, un-
dergone considerable fatigue.

'Tke enemy’s army, amounting to 8 or
9000 men, with 3 or 400 cavalry, was under
the command of Gemeral Wiader, being
formed of troops drawn from Baltimore and
Pensylvania.  Iis artillery, 10 pieces of]
which fell into our hands, was commanded
by commodore Barney, who was wounded
and taken prisoner.  The artillery I direct-
ed to be destroyed.

Having halted the army for a short time,
I determined to march upon Washington, and
reached that city at eight o’clock that night.
Judging it of consequence to complete the
destruction of the prklic buildings with the
least posible delay, so that the army might
retire without loss of time, the following
buildings were set fire to and consumed,—
the capitol, inculding the Senate-house and
House of Representaives, the Arsenal, the
Dock-yard, Treasury, War-office, Presidens’s
Palace, Ropewalk, and the great bridge
across the Potomac; in the dock-yard a frig-
ate nearly ready to be launched, and a sloop
of war, were consumed. The two hridges
leading to Washington over the ecastern
branch had been destroyed by the encmy,
who apprehended an attack from that quas-

ter. Tho object of the expedition being ac.
complished, I determined, before any greater
force of the enemy could be assembled, to
withdraw the troops, and accordingly com-
menced retiring on the night of the 25,
On the evening of the 29th we reached Bene-
dict, and re-embarked the following day.
In the performance of the operation I have
detailed, it is. with the utmost satisfaction I
observe to your lordship, that cheerfulness
in undergoing fatigue, and anxiety for the
accomplishment of the object, were conspicu-
ous in all ranks.

'To Sir A. Cochrane my thanks are due,
for his ready compliance with every wish
connected with the welfare of the troops and
the success of the expedition. To rear-ad-
miral Cockburn, who suggested the attack
upon Washington, and who accompanied
the army, I confess the greatest obligation
for his covrdial co-operation and advice.

Colonel Thornton, who led the attack, is
entitled to every praiso for the noble exam-
plo he sct, which was so well. followed by
licutenant-colonel Wood and the 85th light
infantry, and by major Jones, of the 4th
foot, with the companies attached to the
light brigade. Ihave to express my appro-
bation of the spirited conduct of colonel
Brooke, and of his brigade: the 44th regi-
ment, which he led, distinguisheditself under
the command of licutenant-colonel-Mullens ;
the gallantry of the 4th foot, under the com-
mand of major France, being equally con-
spicuous.

The exertions of captain Mitchel, of the
royal artillery, bringing the guns in to ac
tion, were unremitting; to him,and to the de-
tachment under his command, including
captain Deacon’s rocket brigade, and the
aaarine rocket corps, I feel every obligation,
Captain Lempriere, of the royal artillery,
mounted a small detachment of the artillery
drivers, which proved of great utility. The
assistance afforded by captain Blanchard, of
the royal engineers, in the duties of his de-
partment, was of great advantage. To the
zcalous cxertions of captain Wainwright,
Palmer, and Money, of the royal navy, and
to those of the officers and scamen who land-
ed with them, the service is highly indebted,



