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CULTrURE OP THE POTATO.
By coliin cansent the potato lias been piaccd

at tic iîcad of ai edible rmots whcrct'er it lias
been intraduceti, andi the climate wouid admit af*
ils cuitivation. Origriîiatinig firou an obscure root
unîong the Cardilieras of ýSouth Atierica, iii spite
or prejudice ana apposition, it lias spread with a
rapidity unknoiwn ta any otlier vegetable, andt is
daubtîcas tlestined to iiialie the circuit ai the
globe, îîddingr in an incalculable dcgrc to the
nîicaus af subsisteîîce. Tiiere arc lèwt if uny
vegfetables gyrawn in ic teiperate'zone Ilhat, yieid
so great an ainaunt of fibod per acre as the poIta.
WVieat, accarding ta Sir Il. 1Davy, contains 950
parts of nutritions miatter in 1000; anîd the potato
250; but wl'ien it is rcmeinbcrcd that, tic yieid of
the patate an an averagre is fram ten ta fitleci>
rimes as nincli per acre as whciat, tie advantage iii
favor of tie patato is rnanilèst. Besides sucli is
the huin orgunizatian, tliat purc nuatritive matter
15 izîjuriaus ta its iicaldîv flîjictions, and the sta!naci
requires ta be moîre or lcss disteîîdcd wvitl other
niatter befare dic excitenient neccssary ta nutrition
takes place. %Vc are, tiierefore, justifieti in sup-'
pasing tbat got potataes uscd exclusively as an
article af food, would be icss injuriaus tiien pure

floattiur. Be tiiis as it nlay, Uic liotata iii niost
civilizeti cauntries now ranks îîext as an article af
foodto ta ei rice of the trapics ; unîd wîeat, anîd
inaize af tie more teinperate regiaiis. To Europe
is America i:îdebted for <lic GraemiiiS, andi liati %ve
retumneti theiti notiig mare titan tic patata and
maize, the debt niust have becii cansidcred as
canceileti.

The patato is ustially prapogateti by thse tubers
or rots, but newv varicties are abtained or aid anes
init have partially degrencrateti restored, by culti-
vatingt tieni fran seed. There are feu' plants tdent
slawý mre decisively the iniproveinent that may be
iide by cultivatian titan tic Iii 18 l3a a
qunutity ai ic origrinal moots %ree broii!_-lît frcim
SauthiAinerica ta Englanti and carefuiiy pntd
The resait iras a snîull infeériar root, miore reseai-
bling the grouind nut titan the potalo, anti nat ide-
ly difihring in appearance froni thase ai the first
years grawtlî from seetis. There is an idea pre-
valent among many furmers <liat potatocs are mix-
cd, or what by the breeder af animaIs woîîld bie
called crassedi.by having' several k~inds planted in
tue vicitiity ai cadi otiier. Thiis is an erroneaus
opinion. The crossingr takes place iii tic rlawers
or seeds anti fot in thc rmots; and lience tJicre is
tue saine uncertainty thà thei sets af any given
variety ai titis root wil produce potatoes (i tue
parent kinti, ihat there is thrît thc apple's seeti will
give apples like toso frei wltici tiîey are taken, a
thing of very rare occurrence.

É Zery fariner wvho lias paiti attention ta thenman-
ner ai growtli in the potato, is aware tiîat the
tubcrs are flot pratincil froni ii rmots praper, these
being, us in ailier plants, uscd spolely for tlhe pur-
pose ai nutrition, but on sýhoots îlurawn out above
these nti nearcr the surlhce ofth icarili. It was
Uie opinion of Decandolle, tltat by repeated caver-
ings of te steins sucb shoots, andi ai course pota-
tocs caulti be produceti the whole lcngth ai thec
stalk, anti saine experinients tbat lie made, seemed,
ta fitvour such a supposition; stitl ie mnust bie per-
mitteti ta say, tliat iiaving in part repeatet i s c-x-
periments, ire have founti notbin'r ta justify the
opinion, tuat sucli n resuit wvould lec cifecteti by
this treatment ai Uic stem.

The propriety ai cutting thc <abers or planting
flhem wiaale bas been much, discusseti, anthle mul-
titude or experiments on record vould seern ta

show by titeir conflicting results, tlîat at ieast as
inucli is dcpending an otiier circumstanccs, as an
tie roat being planteti in a wviole or cnt stute. If
an acre af grrounid be piantedi in iis ar drilla ivith
îî'lile liatatoes, unti anotber acre be planteti îitiî
sctts or cuttiiîgs nt equal distxaccs iith the other,
tie esperiinîs maide by tue Ilorticuiturai Society
waîtild go ta prove, tuai thie acre planted witii wlîolc
jîatataes wcnild yicid tue mnost, but îîat mach if any
niore tlian tie atiditionat quantîty ofiseeds reqîxîred
iii Jlanting. If wihale potatocs arc uscd, froi 25
ta ' 30 buslieis ivili be useti; if eut, not mare <han
linif îiîat quantity ivill be rcq:tîrcd. In bath cases,
liowcever, iiîuch wîill be dependîng upon thec size of
tue inhale îbotatoes, andtihei number af cyca in thase
cut. Tnie distance between thi, rows must lbe de-
tcrmincd by tie length ai tic stem praduceti by
te patato, and Uic several varieties vary mach in

titis resplect.
In cuitivatingr thse potato n climate rather cool

ant i oist is fbiiîd mnost prercrabie ta any ailier.
0f course Uic rout succeeda inach better in tic
northiern states anti in Uie British American Pro-
vinces than in tise soutlicrn parts of the United
States. In the north, parts ai Maine and New
Hanmpsiuire, ant le Province )i Noir Brunswick,
arc celebrated for lte excellence of their potatoca.
In New York, tlic tract ]ying' east ai Lake Ontario,
between tbat andi the Mlowlîawk and Black rivers
protiaces gooti potatocs; andtheUi elevated lands
in the south of New York andtihei norili of Pen-
syl'ania are noteti fot onlv for thc quality ai their
potatoes but Uic large crops they, annually proiuîce.
'llie patate will succeed well on alinost any kiîîd
of landt provideti it is ridi, and is nul iret and dlay-
ey; but for tuis as niost other draps, a friable loam.
ai sufficient cansistence ta, prevent drouth wml be
founti superior ta any other. Swamiis contnîninc
iti-rtl uait.î.ki ur vt-gtaflle matter, wltin su l-
cientiy drnincd, liave0produceti great cropa, and
whlat in new countries is ternit muck ]andi, is aise
favorable ta their growth. Two tkings in a pota-
ta soul sceni ta, be indispensable;: il m'ust be ricb,
or a crop cannei ho expectcd; and il musi be
sufficienUv loase ta altew Uic shoots that farin the
tubera Io sprcad anti enlarge freely. In Europe
Uic British islands are justly tbmed for <beir roat
culture, andtihUi introduction ai thie patato into
lrelnrtd lias enablect <at country ta double ils
population ; if it has not banishedw ant anti dis-
tress, <liese evils are nal ai as frequent recurrence
now as forui-erly, notwithstauiding tlie increase of
consumera. Cobbett, indeed, charged upon the
patato ail Uhc evils ai Ireland - andi Dr. Tissot lias
de-nanstratcd ta his awn satisfaction, tbai ne pa-
tat) eatingr nation bias ever produceci a great man.

Tise grealest crops ai potataca an 'record are
those grown by General Barnum af Vermont,
whicii rencheti from 1,500 ta 1,800 bushels per
acre; and lue gives it as his opinion, that in a goad
soul, anti witi bis mande oficulture, from 800 ta 1000
bushels per acre mnay be safely caiculaîed upan.
The reports ai Uic îýgricultural societies ôf aur
country show that froni 500 ta 700 bushels per acre
are not mncoinuon. Mr. Bache, ai Wellsborough,
Pa., in 183, raised 60W bîusbels to thc acre, and
Uic crop of Mr. Morris, afiCattamrauu, in N. Y.
Stale, felI but litile short. The average crop in
Uic country cannot we think be estimnateti at more
than frain 175 to 250 hushels, the influence cf Uic
seasons being more feit on tiis crop ibm unany
chlers.

The niethotis af planting -are variaus, Gem Bar-
num's matie, af ter a careful anai thorough prepaea-
ration of bis land, ïe <o.plant in duIis 22 inches apar


