42 Peter and Cornelius

Lesson 111,

PETER AND CORNELIUS

April 20, 1902

Acts10:34-44. Study Acts 10: 3448, Commit to memory vs. 4244, Read Acts 10 : 1-34,

34 1 Then Peter opened his mouth, and said, Of a
truth I perceive that God s no respecter of persons :

35 But in every nation he that feareth him, and
worketh righteousness, §s 2accepted with him,

36 The word which 3 God sent unto the children of
I} mﬁl, preaching 4 peace by Je'sus Christ : (he s Lond
of all:

37 s Thatword, J zay, ye know, which was published
throughout all Judie’s, ¢and began from Galilee,
after the baptism which John preached ; )

35 7 How God anomnted Je'sus of Naz areth with the
Holy Ghost and with power: who went about doing
good, and healing all that were oppressed of the
devil; for God was with him. N ) A

39 And we are witnesses of all things which he did

Revigsed Version—! And ; 2Acceptadle to; 3He ; 4Good tidings of

both in the sland of the Jews, and in Jeru'salem;
whom 9 they slew 10and hanged on o tres :

40 Him God raised up the third day, and 1 shewed
him openly ;

41 Not toall the people, but unto witnesses ehosen
before of God, cren to ug, who did eat and drink with
him after he rose from the dead.

42 And he 12commanded us to ;]mroo.ch unto the
people, and to testify that 13 it is he which 13 was
ordained of God {o be'the Judge of quick and dead.

43 To him give all the prophets witness, that
through his name 16 whosocever believeth in him shall
mceive remission of gins.

44 While Peher yet spake these words, the Holy
Ghost fell on all them which heard the word,

ce; sThat saying ye yourselves

know ; 6 Beginning ; 7 Even Jesus of dazareth, how that God anointed him ; s Country ;9 Alzo; io Hanging
him; 11Gave him 1o be made munifest; 12 Charged ; 13 This ; 141s; 13Bear; 16 Everyone that belicveth on him.

EXPLANATION

Connection—While Peter tarricd in Joppa at
Simon's house (ch. 9: 42) a surprising call came to
him. It wasfroma Roman centurion, or captain of a
hundred (ch, 10: 3-6, 22). Peter was prepared by a
surprising vision (vs. 9-20), which next Sabbath's
lesson treats in detail.  Just now, notice the sort of
man Cornelins was: a Roman army oflicer, who had
learned toreverenceand worshipthe God of the Jews,

Eastern Housetop

{vs 1,2y although still a Gentile.  His goodtiess aned
his prayers had 1ed to the angel's visit (v=.3, 4) and
the message to Peler, V&5, & Peler came, V. 24,
Threirmeeting was memeoruble, vs. 2529, There conld
be no better frmme of mind for hearinga sermon than
that indicated in the latter part of v. 33, The oceas
sion is of peculiar intercest as the intnvluction of the
Gentiles into the Christain church.

34, 35. Thon Peter opened his mouth. The
expression hids us luak for something solemn and
wcighty (compare Matt. 52 2), What follows is ovi-

dently the mere outline of a lengthy discourse—~the
‘“notes™ of the sermon. X perceive. God had
taught it him by the vision, vs. 916, 20. Respecter
of persons; asingle word in the Greek, meaning to
treat anyone, nnt according to whathe is, but aceord-
ing o, say, his wealth, social position, nationality,
color. God does not so de. In every nation;
whether Jew or Gentile. Feareth him; the first
table of the Ten Commandments. ' Worketh right-
eousness ; thesecond table. Accepted of him;
and so ready for the higher gift of v. 43, It is char-
acter Gad looks to, not nationalify, Al must be
saved in the sane way, for all alike are sinners,

88, 37. The word; the gospel messuge of salvas
tion, 1: 315 $: 14, 25. The children of Israel; the
Jews, so called from theirgreat ancestor Jacob, whase
new name was Ismacl, Gen. 32: 38. Preaching
peace ; peace Letween the sinner and his God, Isa.
37219 Rom. 5: 1; Eph.2: 14, 16, 17, It is only
thmugh the crucificd and risen Saviour that peace
can come. Heis Lord of all ;'of Roman and Jew,
heathen and Christian alike. (Sec margin of Bible
for many “referenees™ as to Christ’s lordshap.)
Began from Galilee ; after the templation in the
wilderness, Luked: 14, The baptism which John
preached ; and which Coraclius would know by re-
port, a taptism of repentance as a preparation for the
coming of the Saviour, who would grant forgiveness
and peace (Matt, 3.

38-41. Contain an outline of the great facts of the
life, death, and resurrection of Jesus Christ.  Let the
seholars pick them outone by one and try *o imagine
haow new and marvellous they would be to Cornelius.

42, 43. More wonderful still. the Judge of quick
{theliving) and dead: and the one wWho can give
remission (the blotting eut) of sing., TFar the
witness of the prophets sce Is. A3: 115 Jer. 311 34:
Dan, 92 241 Nic, 7: 181 Zeeh 150 10 Mal 4: 2,

44. The Holy Ghost fell on all them; Gentiles
thuugh they were, as on the apostles and disciples,
chot: 1. Read the remainder of the stary, vs. 4548,
It tells how astonished Peter's companions were at
the eutpaaring of the Holy Ghost on the Gentiles;
andof Peler’s proposal to baptize them.




