
Paul et Lystre

active and energetic part ner. The Orientais
regarded their gode as sitting afar off froin
the world and taking no direct interest in
has affaire. Tiîoy acted through inferior
beingsi lindid tîeir bidding. Bot the Bible
gives Wo us a different idea 0f God. It re-
presents Ilim as full of intense activity. We
se Hum engaged in the great work of crea-
tion, proparing thesky and earth and sea for
their inliabitants, and forniing these in-
habitants Wo dwell in the world which Ho
liait made. Then wo behnid inm in His
works of providence interpnsing tW sopply
the needa of men, and Wo protect thein froin
danger, as well as Wo punish thope wlîo oppose
themeelvee W Hum. And again lutbe work
of redeniption, we sec the samne ceasoleffl
onergy exercised lnu it higbest and noblest
fori. Tue example ofGbd Himeif teachies
us, tlîat the nobleat life le the life cf service.
t3o Christ zaid ta Hie disciples, IlWlîosoever
will ho great amiong you, let in ho yoor
minieter ;and whomocever will bo chief among
yoo, let hum ho your servant," Mlatt. 20:
26-27. Thie idea bas passed into our Ian-
guage; for we speak of the higlîest sobjectin
aur land as the "lPrimo Minister"I which
eimply mens firet servant.

The lîiing God, sehich made hearen, and

earth, and the sea, v. 15. One day, it la zaid
Henry Ward Beocher and Ingersoli, the
famous infidel lecturer, were travelling on the
mine train and were engaged in conversation.
When the train reachcd a certain sttion, a
friend cf Beechersa came ta prosont him witb
a beautiful globe. Ingersoll was mucb inter-
ested ln looking et this gift and aked. who
made it. " Ohi," said Beecher, "nobody made
it, itjoiathapponed." ltwooldbeasreasonablo
Wo suppose tlîat hie picce of mechanisin bad
no maker, as W believe that, the world around
us witb ail ite beauty and order came into
exigtence by mere chance, instead of being
tho product of a wise and powerful Creator.

Who auif eed anl ,wiioris ta ialk in their ouen
wayo, v. 16. Godallowed mentofollow out
their own deBires, su that by their failures
and disappointmenta they might be led to
roalize their dependence upon Hlm. The
apostle teachen os tW look upon history as a
great divine draina in wbich the ignorance
and sine of the Gentilo@ are allowed ta mun
their course, whlle the law doea ite imperfect
work among the Jews, in order Uit both
may come Wa feel their need of redemption
and be prepared Wo receive it. Ail were in-
cluded in unhelief that "b migbt have
Mercy opon ail, Rom. il :532.
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It le the mont hopelees case that tests the
physiciansa skill. v. S.

Love for soule givce insiglit to tic condi-
tin of souls. v. 9.

God can maire uis estongeet whiere wo are
weakest. v. 10.

A supernatural effect reqîîires a super.
naturel cause. v. Il.j A noble impulse may ho perverted Wo an
ignoble end. v. 13.

An insult Wa Christ wonds thîe Chîristianx
more deeply than an ineult Wo lîiîîself. v. 14.

The preacher bas the saine weakness
and need@ as bis hearers, tlîe teacher as lis
scholare. v. 15.

Failure in our nan ways drives ns intiî
(iod's ways. v. 16.

The world la full of patlîs to tbî.v. 17.

To-day Hosanna 1 Wo-morrow, Cmucify
fim in to-day sacrificed Wo, Wo-morrow sacri-
ficed.-Matthew Henry. v. 19.

In v. 8 we observe the marked empbasia
laid on the real physical incepacity of the
lame man. Luko reiterates in three succes-

sive phrases, witb growing eraphasis, ýtj
thie man was really lanme: Ilimpotent ln bis
foot' '-"'a cripple fromn bis mother'a womb"

-lwhîo nover lied walked." The three
phrases are like beats of a hammer ; there la
ln fine literary style in this device bot thore
in real force, wbicb arreste and compols the
reader's attention. Luke oses the triple boat
in other places for the saine porpose, for
examnple, cli. 13. 6, IlSorcerer, falseprophet,
Jew."-Ran'say.

The word for "sitadfaatly beholding"'
(v. 9) ie used several timon of -8t. Paul, as
in chi. 13 : 9, wliere lie fixes hie gaze on


