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did wlîen lie liad slpent al] ls om-n substance
iii siîful wvaste it fell very soie upen hin.
''The worst famine of ail is ' not a famine
of brcad or a thirst of water, but of hecaring-
the wvords of tlue Lord' (Amos 8 : 11) ; and
in sucli a famille even 'the fair virgins and
youing mnen' faint for tbirst' (v. 13). ' They
hiave forsa.,keni Me the fountain of liv'ing
waters, and heNveci tlieîn eut cisternis ; broken
ciézterns, that ean hold no waiter.' Jer. 11: 13."I

V. 15. B11 ivent andjoined himself to. Hie
was net asked, but i his necd hie prcsscd
iiniself upon hM. À4 citizen. This manî

wvas evideiitly not a Jew for lie 3ent hüi m
hie ftldste fccd ewzne. In famine-tinie even
a ldnd-hearted man might net be able to do
More for hirn than this. The occupation
wvas nMost Ioathsonîe for a Jew. (Lev. 17:
7.) It showvs howv low he had fallen. In
the eyes of the Phiarisees lie would be the
vilest of fiffners.

V. 16. Irusks; pods of the carob tree, a
kind of loeust tree, swine's food. NiVo mwn
garc. Pity dies in faminîe whcn each bas
little enough for Iiiîîîsclf. A stranige fali,
fromn ailluience to the 111e of a beast.

II. Hfome Again, 17.24.
V. 17. 1V/in lic came Io hiinself. H-e be-

gan to thiik. wlîe o -vas. The truc self
is always Iost ini a life of selfishiness. (Luke
9 : 24.) To rega in self-respect is the flrst
step tipwards. RIow mnany .iervato. etc.
IlWlîat a ricli home I left 1" IlHe dare flot
da-imnit aslbis own now. lIemxerelv pictures
the coinfort of the place thiat was once bis.
The first step in repentance is to think with
desire on thepleasuires of tlîat father's honte.
Anid I; the son of a father who h-ad given
nie such love.

V. 18. I ivill arise and go. Truc repen-
tance issues in iiînnîcdi:îte action. .A.;fi. ',r.
Hie knows enotigh of humi to be sure that lie
wvilliiet be utterly disowned. Ihareaimied;
liard te say, but far better to say it than te
perisli in pride too foolish to own te having
donc wrong. No ecsne claim, nothing
but the simnple hard fact of sin, and no refuge
but i the father's mcrcv. Against heavent
ande rfore u. Il1caven bore sands for God.

Evcry sin 15 against heaven lirst, whiatwer
woe it Maîy have caused, whiatever injury it
May have inflicted.

V. 19. No more worlhy. Hie lias nelier
dain te, nor fitniess for, a son'ls place. lie
scarce dare ask even for a servanit's.

V. 20. Yct a great way off. On the first siga
of blis return the father is ready te receive.
IIad compassion. Not justice, but love, pro.
vides the reception. IHis present woiefull
pl!ghrlt and the fact tlîat he lias coin baek
remiove aIl thouglit of stera jutstice. Rian and
fe11 on h18 neck; cagerness. The attitude of
the father tlîroughiout towards lus son, even
before lie returned, *secuis te have been not
anger but sorrew. God doos net hate the
sinner. (Ezek. 33 : 11.) .Kissed; here rnc:mis
kissed tenderly or fervently.

V. 21. .Father, I have sinned. The son is
true te his purpose avid repeats ail but the
request te be umade a hired servant. After
the -waÉitlî of bis father's -%velcoîne bis
heart tells him that suich a request would be
eut of place. Or perhaps the father's repty
eut hM short.

V. 22. Bring forth quickly (Rev. Ver.).
Thiat reply is te load hiiîn wlthlî hôiîor ; net
forgiveness alone, but a joyouis resteration.
BL'st robe. IlTiiese tattered garinents bide
lus truc sonship. On with his proper gar-
iiients, tlîe robe tlîat wvilt henor huar inost,
qulick1" Ring; a signet ring as a Sigil of
authority, net only for wvcaring but for
sealing documents. Shoes. Slaves w~ent
barefoot.

V. 23, '24. Tite fatted caif. The custonm
,%vas te slautet-r meat just before coekziug,
and a cali was alvays kept ready iii prime
cemîdition for.ans' great occasion. 11'as dead;
te ail imtents aîîd purposes so far as the
father w~as Loncerned. W1à lest; eut of
siglit for ycars tliough,,I îever eut of mind.
Thtey began Io bc înerryj; a great welconie fur
one w'ho lias coîne home, as lie thoughit, iii
deep disgrace front a fainine-strickeîî couxi-
try. Se tlîe sinner is welcoincd by the
Father, -%v'ho says 11o Word about tlie past.
It is blotted eut forever. Tiiis Ioving 1Fa.ther,
wiîosc somns simîners aîmd publicans were; %%,as
very dlifférent frein the God of the Pliarisees.
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