
men Il instead of the standard of eternai truthi. on me." 14. Justified- Aecepted and ap-
Measuring themseives by themseives, and proved of God. The phiarisce brought his
cornparing themiseives with themnseivcs (such) seif-righitcousness to the temple, and returned
are %vithout undcrstnnding (2 Cor. 10: 12). undcr a greater load of guit and sin Thc
Extortioners-"« Rapacious, avarncious, wiho, publican brought bis sin and wcnt down from
take awaï the goodq of others by force and the terniple Iljustified," and wvith the favor of
vinlence. '(Barnes). Unjust-Acting <lis- God. Exalteth himnself - Self-exaltation
honc3;tiy and dishonorabiy. Adulterers- iways precedes abasemne .t. Hurnbleth hlm-
LJnchastity in thought as, vieil as in act. God self--Sef-abasrnient alwiays liads lu exalta-
%vas not in his thoughts. It was ail 11" vvich lion. 15. Infants -"11Teir îabcs " (R. V.)
lie mentions no iewï than fave tiines. 12. In ail the covenant promises made withl Abra-
Fast twice in the week-Ocr-religiolls, ham and qince then, the childrcn are incided.
ov-er-zealous in a life of (bing, wholly regard- None are too young to bring them to J'csts.
les% of a life of being. Alive as to the letter, -Touch themn-Not to teach them, they were
lut dead as to the spirit of acceptable service;, too young for that, but to lay bis hnnds on
straining at a goat, but swailo'ving a camel themn andhbless t hemn (Matt. 19: 13-15; Mark
(Matt. 23: 24). According to the Mosaic i0: 13). Re,>uked themn-The parents,
code, there vias only one aainual fast day i likely the mothers, as they thought it an un-
appointed; the day of atonement (Lev. 16: 19). necessary and uncaiied for interruption. 16.
lnstead of one the pharisce kept one hundred 1 Suifer littie children-Christ's IIiniterest
and four fast days in the year. Give tithes l in the littie children %vas real and for their own
of ail that 1 get (R. \)-The lawv required sae"Forbid themn not-Do nothing to
tithes only of corni, %vine, oil and cattle (Deut. prevent thenai, or that rnay prove a hindrance
14: 22, 23). The pharisees were scrupulously in the ivay o'f their coming tw Jesus. The
exact in the matter of tithes, but cu1pably promise is to us and to our seed (Acts 2: 39;
negligent of weightier things as mercy, jaadg- I3: 25). 0f such is the kingdomn of God
ment, and faith (Matt. 23: 23). The pharisee -The littie child is - _presented as a type of
thought vaînly to make God bis debtor. the true disciple, in iikeness, disposition, and
IlReligion with him was a mere matter of, spirit. Ail true believers irrespective of race,
rituaiisrn, and ceremonial observance." "The age, sex, or class, are ail 0 iidren in the great
minisîry of Jesus wvaS a protest against a fam1ily oif God (Rom. 8: 16, 17). 17. Re.
religion of form." 13. Standing afar off; ceive the kingdom of God -The Icingdouî
-" Coming in rnerely and remainingI in nu uf grace impianted '.uithira us by the I Ioiy
studied place or position." "lAfar off" f rom Spirit. It is a gift, uninenited favor. Cannot
the pharisee, for fear, possibly, of ofifending be obtained through menit, nor works of right-
him. His whole bearing gave evidence of a eousness; it is ail of grace, and must be receiv-
spirit of deep hurnility, reverence, and sincerity. ed and enjoyed as such. Saivation i% ail of
"'Not so much a self-consciousness as a God- grace (Eph. 2: 8; ino, 1: 12, 13). As a fittie
consciousness. So much as his eyes- child-Chiid characteristics, (a) Believes
Conscious of bis guilt hie was ashamed to lift the word of the parent without question. (2)
up bis eyes. Smnote upon his breast-An Real, says just what is in its mmnd. (3)
expression of grief and great distress. Be Trustfulnebs, "confides itself and ail that it
mercifui-Under the power of deep convic- has tu its parents, vviidom and love." (4)
tion, awakened to a sense of bis lost and sin- Powerfui irntator, icarns more from exampie
fiai condition he cried aioud for mercy. than from precept. (5) Grows up in the foul
"lThere can be no real prayer until that cry. enjoyment of the privileges of sonsliip in the
The beginning of ail prayer is taking the sin- home (Luke 15'. 31). Shail in no wise
ner's place, and the simple appeai to rnercy." enter therei n-Waîting in chidlikeness and
A sinner-, the sinner,> or "sinner that 1 daiposition exciodes from "the kingdomi of
arn." "'Seeing that I arn a sinner have mercy God."

PRACTICAL LESSONS.

a. nYe du/' of prayer is implanted in aur' Prayer is the saut holding converse with God.
nature. It is a necessity of our being, caiied It is an important dilty, an absolute iecessity,
forth by oui- relation as needy, helpless, de- to our spiritual lifé hiecause it is necessary to,
pendent creatures to that Being to, whomn we its continuance.
look Up and whom we recognize as our creator, 2. Tht' a//rihz/es Iaa*et/ab/epr-ayer. They
preserverand benefactor. The consciousncss are such as flow fromi the heart under the
of tbis relation and condition ofwhich prayer, influnace of the Hoty Spirit, who is the AutC-or
in the naturat expression, is bora with us, and of ail truc prayer, vi?., adoration. thanksgiving,
is common ta our race. Ail men in somne vvay confession and petilion. See howv beautifully
and at sorne lime or other pray. Ail implore they are cornbined in the prayer of tbe publi-
the protection or deprecate the wrath of some can. In approaching God the believer is
reat or imaginary deity. Prayer is prampted hurnbled when hie compares bis nothingness
by a deep conviction of our need, a firm con- with Çiod'% greatness, bis foity with God's
viction tbat God alone can supp2y that need. wisdom, biq sinfùilnesýs wiîb Gnd's purity ; hie


