
Lady MýJicbcth and hier husband at the murder
of DJuncan). He feit that there wcre unsen

spiritual powcrs bchina John who would reckon
with bis slaycr. Obuorved hlm--A wrong
translation. IL V. Ilkept hini safe - from the
mlalice of I [erodias. lIc feared lest any vio-
lencu tu John should arouse the fanatical por-
tion of the people îvho aIl counted bina a

ope Ddmanythlngs-tried to quiet
ids conscience by many good dceds, but he

woul. not give up bis siful course of 111e.
Thse R. V. reais, Il was nîuch perplexedl," bis
sense oif duty wvas at ivar with his inclinations.
Hourd hlm gladly -as Felix heard Paul
(Acts. 24: 24-26). "lThis guilty man, dis-

juieted by the reproaches of memory and the
( emands of conscience, found it a relief to hear
sterfi truth or to se from far the beauteous ligbt
of riglhtcousness." (Chadwic'k.)

Ahashuerus. ule ivas no lcing, and held wbat
lie had b7 grace of Çoesr.

24 - 'The girl fleîv to bier nieller, and
said, ' Wlat shall I ask,?' It wvas exactly wliat
Ilerodias expected, and slhe night biave abskcd
for robes, or jewels, or palaces, or whiatever
such a woinan loves; but ta a iiiid like biers
revenge svas sweeter than svcalth or pride, andI
we can imagine with wbat fierce malice sIte
hissed out the unbesitating answer, ' The bead
of John the Baptizer.' " iFiarrar.)

25. Stralphtwey wlth hasto-Excited
by ber mother s manner, anci with the cruel
blood of the Herods in bier veins, "lthe scent
of blaod " arouses bier fierce nature. 1 wîîî
-This word is emphatic. IlObserve the pert-
ness of tbe ivantondcamsel." (Me4yer.) Bye-
and-byo - R. V. Ilforthwith,' this very
instant." A charger-A large platter from,
îvbich other. dishes aire "chargeci, 'or loaded.
The Greek word means "a wooden trencher,"

Il. Tlfe. BIRTiHD)AY BANQUET. 21. A such dtstses flaving been nmade or wooci in prîm.-
conv.nlont d.y-i. e. for tbe schemes of itive tinses.
Herodias. She seizcd upon tbe birthday fes-
tival as a good opportunity ta extort compli. . Tica MARTYRED Paot'uwrT. 26.
tince with bier ivishes, Her implacable en. il ho king9 was exceedlng sorry-For sev-
iiity to, John arase froin tîvo causes. H-e bad eral reasons: (i) lNe sbrank fron tbe decd,
stung hier ta the quick, and bier ivoman nature espccially ini the midst of jovial feasting. It
felt, this more keenly than the coarser soul svas an ill.oniened ending ta, a birthday ban-
of Herod did. flesides, there wvas danger qu!et. (2) Ne bad a superstitious, if not con.
that hearing Jobn gladly, and Ildoing nsany scienciaus, fear of the consequences. <3) It
things," miglit end ini his doing the ane thisig vas a dangerous tbirng ta do,. for aIl the people
tuit would be ruin ta bier. Blrthday-This beld Jobn ta be a propiret, and thcy niit risc
%vas a pagan custom, abhorrent ta the Jewsj in rebellion tô avenge bim. (4) Nie rather
because connectcd svitb idolatrous wvorsbip. It lîked Jobn's outspokzen, but respectful, bold-
was commnon ansongst Egyptiatîs (Gel'. 40: 20), ness, and did nat resent bis rebukes su nsuch
Persiaus, Greeks and Romans. Tbe Herods as H erodias did (sec verse 20). (5) 1le aould
celebrated their birthdays ivitîs such i agnifi. als, féel annoyed at being thus at last outu ttted
cence that tbey passed mbt a liroverb-l' A by 1-lerodlias,. For the cath's sake (oi-
1llerod'ýs day " (Heradis dies). Lords-mag- î)elle<l by a false code of bonor. R. V. "lfor
isates, bigh state officers. Hlgh ceptaîna- the sakec ai bis oatbs." Ne bad reiterated bis
Ur. Ilchiliarclis," Ilcommanclers af a tbous. promise again and again. Such an oatb ouglit
and (Acts 21: 31; 25: 23), chief nîilitary offi. flot ta have been kept. Oatbs ta commit crime
cers. Chief estates of Gallice - Tbe are biaspheniaus and invalid, themselves hein-
îssast influentiat personages in thse province, OUS sis. (Lev. 5: 4-6, la.) "lPromises îvbicb
wbio wvere not directly in the service of the shsnuld flot be macle, slsould flot lic hept."

tetrarch. Stcb a tingiv-as mianifestlyinot in the initeni-
tetrrcb.tion of thse king. It was more than bial blis

22. The dauJghter of Herodias her- kingdom. It iiigbt mean tbe îvbolc ar il.
self-i. c. 1 [crochas' owit daughter. Th bent2l5 A true sense of lionor would bave cast the

liasis expresses the scorn of tbe writer. She sbame on the danisel for taking a meani advan-degraded bier own claugb,,ter into a cominion tage. "Wben anc basbenwrgrp-
dancing girl, iii archer ta play upon tbe worst tance is more honorable than pertinacity."
passions ai lerod, and by theni gain bier pur- For their sakes that sat wlth hlm-"rc-
pose. lier namne was Salonie. D&nced - clîned svith bimi" around the table in oriental
Mlattlicw says (R. V.) Ilin the iiidst." IlHler f4shsion lie svas airaid af cavcrt sneers froin
dancing is doubtlcss af a msimctic and wvan- the s -cophsauts around bum.
ton character " (Meyer), a statement wbich is A X n exectà.oner-lit. "a watcher,"'
ansply wvarranted by svhat we kinow of the cus- one of thec body. -gutard. Tie ivord is a Latin
tomus of that day andl the maraIs of the court ai anc peculiar ta Mark. He alone of the'ev an.i
1[lerod. Contrast the modesty af the beatben gelists uses the word "lcenturion." Tbis gos.
queen iii Esther r: 10-12. pèl was ivrittèn for Roman readers. In the

23. He sware unto her-Peraps she primmf-A càse ai judicial assassination. The
had been "lbefore instructed " an tbis point narrative canvcys tbe imrsion that the ban-
lsy bier iiiotbicr, s0 as ta secuire Hicrod against quet svas hceld at Machicuwhere Johni wa.
wvtiîr.tving bis promnise unter any pretext. inmprisoned, and tbat ail ivas.over ini a iew 111a-
U nto the haîf cf my klngdom -(Copare ments. lt( the feast been lbeld ut Tiberias
Esther 5. 3, 6; 7. 2.) A weak imiitation ai two dayb nsubt lhave elapsed before (lit head,


