
THE TRADER,

their tia, and insated that no matter
wliat the gonsus, tho refined tetes, or the
inclination@ of the gront Sarah Bornhardt
iight bo, in order tu portray trathfully
nd historically the rote of Theudora, Bue
mfuet positivoly est tvith 'uer flugors 1

Thisa argument je portoctly valid ; at
Romne, Byzantin, as well as iu Oreeca,
tharo woro no forka in vogue, oxoept, as
the Frouch express it, tixose used by
fat her Adam. The most faniouB hao of
antiquity was reduced to the state of
commor.place mon before a piace of meat
or of fish, ta trauBlor whicb to hi8 monili,
hoe knew ot only ou X'ay, namely, betweeu
lbis thumb a:ad index finger.

Forke madle thoir app)oarance about
<ha tentlicentury. mOe find mention <bat
a certain fathor ial'vzston, a favorite of
Edward 11, haël oixty-nino tiilver spoons
auad t lrec forks. But, it is added, <bat
the8o t-h-eo forks wore intendodl solely
for the eating of pears.

Quoen Clemence, of Hnngury, in 1828,
was tho possessor of tbirty spoons sud.
oea fork, and Queen Aune cf Bourbon,
bail one of gala which was inherfted by
Chai-les V, Fang of Franco. This king
himeîf, owned saven or- eiglit accordini
to an inventory mado in 1880. The one
loft bim by will ho subsequently baid or-
namented with precious atones.

The sulvcrware of Chancellor Duprat,
* wlaich an expert dectared ta lie wcorth

88,848 pands, a considerable arnount in
thoso days (1580J) inoludcd oniy ane
forlk, whilo it contsinod two dozeni spoonB.

*The inventai-y of Ibo possessions of Uic
Prince of Condé, (1588) recarda but oe
fork. ht je described ne iF;rçr ooated
with goid, but was rase- yod uxclusively
for the use of the prince.

The firat inventory in'wbich a number
of forhks ara mentioned ia that of Gabrielle
d'Estrées, ( 1599). It includes twanty, of
which ciglit were macle of silver, t-be
otbers being of iren witb coral banales.
But thase fozkit were used enly for toast-
irg bread, and Gabriolle, like t-he Prince
of Condé, soveroigns and commun people,
ail ate with their fingers.

Lt ib a strange !act t-bat thbe introduetion
of forkls for table servic, at fi-at provokied

"caudal. A curions pamphlet attack'ung
the minione of Henry 111, speaks indig.
nantly ini the following strain: Illu t-ho
fi-st place," says t-ho anonymous writer,
.tbey neyer toucli niat 'with theur

fisigers, but use foi-ls, which t-Ley raiso
up t-o tho meuth whilo a<retcling out t-Le
neclu. They est <heur "ala with forks,

for it je furbidden to toucia moat withl the
fingers, no matter how difflouit it may bl
and <Loy pi-cIcr touobing their lips vith
this littlo instrument tban witb <heur
fingor8."

Bafore tho introduction of tho forlu,
thorae existod a sort cf codeocf fine
manners for t-La use of persoa of culture.
Among other thinge it is ordainod tbat
'when something je offored at table, iL ie
praper t-c <ake it with thi-ce fingers, and
aise, it ia consi eýered a breacli cf fine
mannc-rs te *touohi oueo non~ wjtb.tho
"band in which tho meat is held.

At t he presaut Lime in certain conutries
the flugers constitut he cnly foi-ls in use.
The Tui-ks and Arabe stlu1 adhere ta this
primitive custom ; in China two littie
sticks ai-o employcd whoewith the
favorite rice is enton. But, ln gencral,
t-he foi-k in one ahape or another la now
nsed, snd it is net the laou cf thia instru-
ment, but the tempting viaud te plunge
it into,which lsa ao ideratum.-Eehange.

TLMUNULB OF COMM Ef.
Somae thirteen yaars; ago, the writer

lrought bêere the Dominion Board cf
Trade the question cf the dosirability of

the Frencli aystema lu this country, and
considerable discussion cf a v4ry favor-
able chacter, both iu tha presas aud in
the Board cf Trace followed. Ne steps
wae taken of a practical chai-acter, mueli
te ouir damppointment. The rason did,
net lie vcry deep. Once discuasing the
matter et the Urne witb a very preminent
cunsel laarned in the law, since deceasod,
ha, after fally admittingail the advautages
of the system, and tho great saving both
cf money aud ime te commercial men
likely te rcun1t from i<8 estabUiabmant,
quiatly set me back by asking: " lAnd
Who, <hen, will pay M; My $25,000 a
yoar ? Yeu can't bave <bis Court in
Canada, my young friand."

I arn encouragea, hewever, by noticing
thie auccesfal introduction cf a rcfcrin
ailaost as important in its chai-acter,
bo<h in Ottawa sud Toront<o, cf tho par-
til adoption of the Terr-ens' aystema cf
registoriug land titls, and iu the hope
t.hat the samne liberalitywhich bas induced
t-ho legal profession te permit the intro-
duction of t-bat system, may lie axtended
se as to permit the gmesta baon which
thLe Legitaaure could extend ta the mer-
chants cf Canada by ftic establishiment
of Tribunats cf Commerce.

In laver cf their establishment 1 wotitd
briefly urge three principal groundo:_

1. Becausoocftho abselute Ducicft-lie
sys<om in F'rance, whoe t-lera now oxists
over 100 snb Tribunale.

2. The great nmed, owing first t, illo
faci <bat custome cf trade are net el-
prasscdl la law; second, t-o the noeasity
of rapid adjuetmout. As affaira are at
pi-osent, in tha gi-est mejority cf cases
which would bo submittad te a commner.
cial court, auy kind cf a settlarnont as
acoaptod ii ù fe, o t? coeing with the
difficuities a2uad lays cf <ha pi-sent syr.
tom.

8. Tho principle of special courts bas
beon fonnd ucessary ana advantageous
in oChor directions, suob as probate, sa.-
rniralty, divorce, bankruptoy snd railways.

It wil lia arguod that thare ara existiug
new facilfities for arbitration which should
cover tho ground, but every one probably
knows who bas haît ta deai with cri-mni-y
arbitraticus that they are not possessed
cf sufficient powers, bave net the advau-
taga af sufficient practice, uer arc tiaey iai
any Beusa oquivalent te a court presidced
ovor by a legal assessor and assis<eil by
experieucod merchanta *who would value.
as tiey are foundte do ine'ranee, the hon

by thefr associstes iu trade.
Now what duos <bis court accomplash

fer the trader? J'ast thie: - t enablesR
hlm te deal vith a diffèence imanediately

r-tha casa comiug on as rapidly qs t-ho
parties can ba notilfled. It is than berne-
dia<ely dealt with aud decidea whoL- the
evidenca is ou tho spot, and if nor, ou thbe
spot , <hernies enable auy distant ovidenco
to ba talion with great simplicity and
inaxpen8ivelcSs&

The custorn of t-raa is dot-ermina by
the commercial judges, and lia tha effect
of law.

Ne lawyers are permitted to practico
la t-ha courts, and every party te a suit is
suppose te deul wi<h bis own tase. Ln
France, hcwever, <ho practice ici, tc soe
ext-ent, te employ an agent who doyotes
bimsell to commercial cases, aud whose
charges are a matter of agi-ement wit-h
tho cient> snd net recognized by tha
court.*

The forme are as simple as <hose cf an
erdinsry comnnerial ai-bit-ration, and in
puraly commercial casas tha decision is
final.

The advantages ever the present systemn
are veu-y positive:

let. They maco it possible te Anjs


