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this kind 1 foar they would hardly convey a cor-
rect idea of the manner in which I appreciate
your kind cxpression of regamd. 1 feel unwor-
thy of 8o much consideration, and wholly un-
cqual to tho duty of returning such a reply to
your addiess as wonld convey all I could wish to
say. You havo in that address afluded in aflec-
tionato tennas to the connection which has ex-
isted between us as pastor and peeplo for n
period of nearly five years. If good hns resulted
through this connection, and I lope through
Gotl's mercy this hns been so, to Him from
whom cometh every good nmd perfect gift bo all
tho praise. Fornyself 1 know nssurcdly that,
according to my ability, 1 havo not shunned to
declaro unto you the gospel of Christ. My
determination has been to huow nothing among
you but Christ and Ihm crucificd, and my
endeavour to inspire you with love to God and
your fellow-men,—to so order my minstry that
no vne amongst you should be ignorant through
whose merits along he may liope for acceptance
with God, and by what influence his evil nature
may be changed and made holy, Ii the influ-
cnce of the goepel has been conveyed to one
soul under my mnistry, how f,reat my reward!

I rcjoice further in this testimony of your
regard because thereby is conveyed an addi-
tional proof of your attachment to the pure and
reformed branch of the church of Christ to
which wo have tho high privilege to belong.
These are tines in which every exhibition of
this attachment comes with peculiar force, and
when cvery thing tending to draw closer the
bonds of christinn love is to Lo hailed with joy
and thankfulness.  God's blessing has hitherto
rested on our beJoved chaveh, and though at
times a dark cloud may appear in the horizon,
and cause the heart of unbelief to waver, still
we know that in human weakness God’s strength
is made manifest—all will he well in the end,
for if God is with us wlho can be against us?
Let us never forget that the honour of our Zion
is in our keeping, and that whilst wo acknow-
Jedge the seriptural basis on which she rests,
the surest way to promote her prosperity is for
cach onc to live up to her rules, aud make full
proof of his faith by a godly life. If all thus
acted, then iudeed would her praise Le in all
the carth, and many who now *shoot out the
lip" woulld see and achnowledge her beauties,
I beliove it to be among your highest privileges
that in God's Providence yon are nmongst her
memmbers; und for yself, the highest honour
on carth it is that I, unworthy as I am, haveaj
place amongst those who winister at her altars,
I pray God mny keep us all stedfust in our
fuith, veering ncither to the right hand or to
the left, holding fast the form of sound wornls
delivered to us, relying on the Redeemer's
merits, and carnestly secking the sanctifying
influence of the Ioly Spirit upon our hearts,
without which all our privileges will bo unim-
proved, our professions empty, and wo our-
sclves dead before God.

Again, veciproeating all your kind expres-
sions, and thunking you for the accompanying
token of your regard, I conclude ; praying that
the God of peaco who brought again from the
dead our Lord Jesus, that great shepberd of the
sheep, through tho bLleod of the everlasting
covenant, may make you perfect in every good
work to do his will, working in you that which
is well pleasing in his sight; through Jesus
Christ; to whom be glory for ever and cver.
Amea.

1 remain,
Your aftectionate friend and minister,
Antuvr Hine.

Tho Parsonage, West Gwillimbury,
Dec. 16, 1854.
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