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HE origin of poker workc probably liesTfar back ini prc-Iîistoric days, whi
crude tracings by sliarpened iron upon
stone or wood marked tic earliest forin
of art..

From cohd iron to the lheated metal was an
eas.y transition, and the red ]liot bar that branded
the slave becatne aise the progeTitor of brumh
and pencil, and fine pointcd utéiý1 wvhicli work
their fine creativ'e skill ln the prcsent day.

It is a long stcp froimi the crude branding te
the fine art of the miodern etcher ; but not so
lang tû the pretty poker wvork of to-day. Yet,
thiu art is imot iîow, even in its later develop-
ment, for Germnany, Sweden, Holland aIl deliglit
in it as a delicate and artistie liardicraft ; only
wec of the wvestern an.d nower countinenit arc slow
te appreciate it. To Gernian and Swedish wvonien
poker work is a decorative art tau-Il, ini the
schools, anid tlieir homneq, even the poorest., bear
wig!Pcqs to thicir ý.kilI ini tie delicate wvood trac-
crics of door, wain-scoting anîd inantel. In En-.
land aise it is a favorite art amn- society
womcn. Several royal ladies, arnouig whiom is
the Princess of Walea, being counted its devotees.

Canadian wornen are given over to china
painting, aise to silk enibroidery. iiîeV have
also taken up repousse work and Wood carvir*g
But few have turned tileir attention tl, poker
work, wvhich, indped, is as pleasatutly alirbing
and effective ia results as any of txese otiers.

There isý nt least oue artist in poker workc in
Toronro-MNiss EIisc Zauke, of tie Gerinitn Art
&lool.

NVe paid lier a visit recently in dile iiîterasLs of

Titz CA;AtDiAN HOMF JOURtNAL readers, anid fou sd
lier busv at lier work iin a sunmiy south rmont (,i
WVelIc8ley st.rcet.

Site sat at a, table ou wlîich wvere jewel boxe,

picturo frameq, iqinth- rings and inany utliter
artticlem ill plain Wîoodl .1waiting lî'*r likilful decorîî.
tion. lier l'box of t'us"as mlie 0.lîiiidd it,
rtood besido lier, w~hiIe benéatlî lier io'i)t lii' the
rubber bail wliich isue prv'ssed liglît'y and steýtdiIy
whil, mile te.lked.

Vie toold were siiiip!e, t.wo mr ttirec platiîîuîu
pen points of v'arying t îiîs4, a sitll bottie of
benine, double tubed, enid al spirit lumnp.

Site rose te greet us anîd to 8how u8 soute sain.
piei of coipleted work. At orr requeît she. -at.
down agail and resuîrn'd lier wVOrk.

My Pen lias gone, out," F3he unid, siiiliflg, I
~nust lieut it."

Liglaiing the little lamp site tlîrust the pht.i.
nit)î po3il point into the hlaine umtil it oedr-
as the iron bar on an aitvil, theit phîcing lier flmt
upen the rubbor bail site applicd the penicil to
the .vood swiftly hurning the faintly pencilled dn
sign uipon the box'lid ini lier liand.

The voung lady is cornpelled to ,vork witli
lier lefi hanud, w1iiclî silo uses as deiýly as WC
do our r-*hIt.

IlI is iii., foot tlîat Joes press the air up
throught thîe tube, and it blows the vapur off the
b e n z i n e down the
oaller tube th ro u g Il

nîly pencil handie to

said witl gr lc eful
fo0r o ig -Y7lj\, accenilt.

il wlôm .ýIilv foot

stops niy pencil point '-oec out ; tilen I ]lave
te liglit iL again."

It wva- a pleasurt, te watch lier wvork and mark
the developir.,:it of' thxe design unler the bure,
Swift touchi of thxe hittle Peu point thiat. glowed
like a finger of fire over tie white 'vood surface.

"lThe carpenter iuakes ny woodwork. Mie
uses basswood chîiefly. Poker work is de.corativ'c
for cabinets, tablet, st.onls, picture fraines-ail
sortsq of tig,"site continued. Il learned it at
schooi in Berlin lu Glvrniany. No, I hava not.
tauglit it eut hiere. I tliik 1 clid want te kpep it
te mnyseif anid sell ny wvork," site said, 8inilitig haînf
apologctically, Il<butno 10 have ue pupil, and
thiii, 1 'viii begin te teaicli it."

IlOne intigt. be more or less of aïl aïtist te 8uc-
ceed in it, Frauleiî 1 "

O ye-4, it is botter, of course," 8.1e saia.
"But the designs cat be traced on t-.' od, or

transferrcd. Eut I can copy almost anythirîg-

4Cellq,4 Ml 1'uildlineg,
ixit (0cm or let (q*l-,

anîd ilîvelît tlteîîîl Ito,

1(iluil{('l amid litlîîirêslt
et speciiîieîs of lier limidi

j wqrk ini<e~titn
Ieltl>jliet; nd boXe.

T110 coii'etimial de-
1118Wele'9 cspeieiailly

X liandmoinîe, giviîîg tute
woted the' aqepearatîre

of a cross tection of ivorv iîut.
Layuig aside tlie little iipkin ring wlii, her

sîvift little pencil wvas decor.îting, Frauleiti
Zauko picked up a leatiier dressing case upon
wLicl slio hmad outliried in pencil a ricl b<Irdjer,
.nd beganl definiîîg i. 'vitl lier gîowing pencil
poiit. Sloe sîîowed u4 also soute purseq, card
cases anîd noto books4 îilîii. -she huîd enrielhed mnust
artisticallv ini this inatiner.

"tTlieiin ire ail ores ite sutid "They lire nice
for gifts, do yoti not think 1 1 inust work: go
ruick and bc vory careful ln leathèr CIsC it wvill

It is reaîly a good suggestion for Clirimtinas
a ft-to have a -lîove box or jewel case thius dec
orILtcd witlî sortie pretty design, scelle or uiiot*to.
Wiiie in leatlier tie results are oven miore suit-

ab>le. Tho purse or cil.,! case of plaini, stniootli
Icather niay bo gi,.en border and1 inonograni tlîat
doubles it net only in artistic efl'ect but, in per-
sonal value te the, recipient.

Poker 'vork is a graceful forin of <lecorative,
art thînt elinule co>i-
moutd itself t4> wonieni.
It requires littie out
fit boyoîîd the ' "býx
of toi,-hihonce ýeS1
secure-l, hasts a long
tinie-and thic prac.
tîce needfui tu acquire
a skilful touch. If -__

the pupil possesses
artistic ability lier pro.-
cres,; is imorc rapid and silo is able te enlarge
and iinprove lier work by original designs.

\Ve illustrateo sevéral of the article., wiichi WC
picked up froîn the Fraulein's table, but tiiese

shwonly the designs. Much of the effc-ectiveneoî,,
lies ini the coloring of warmn hrown tinît upon tite
creamiy wvood, whlich, oÇ course, dnsnot appear
in the illustratioiis.

Site states that, :i Gerinany and Svaýdesi very
effective decorativo iesults are osbtaitied for
maniels, doors aîîrj wains-mting. A library whiere
wood is wrouglît thîrouglieut il, poker wvork, of
rich conventional design is also elle of tie beau.
tics of al certain Engli honte.

Through the early Noveinher twzlighit whieh
crine upon us a4 WC ale anmd sketchied, the
platinurn pen inoved, a glIowing- dot:, but presently
die peu wms laid dowvn, and as the bmîsy foot 'vas
lifted froin the air bail, t1ie cheery rcd <lied out
afirl it becamne ùnly a dull miutai point.


