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fied their rendiness to unité sind accept the con=
stitution, provided that the thivd article wis so
amended as to authoriza the Bishops, when sit-
ting in a separaté houso, to originate any méa-
sure and to negative the acts of the'other house.
This change was adopted with a slight nodifi-
zation, and, in the words of Hoffman, from
whose Treatise on the Law of the:Church wo
have chiefly taken the abova‘narration, «Thus
was accomplished the great work of the unjon
of our churches. | Through the ordea] of lon

investigation, of thoughtful and wise councils, of~
admirable stedfasiness in all matters éssentisl, of

the constitution was estabhshed Thé fabric of
the government of "the Protestant Epls»opal
Church was founded upon the Apostolic rock,
and built up of the living stones of the EnOhsh
Church »

Wo may derive a lesson of pnctlcal msdom
from this narrative. Ttis that time'and patlenca
are needed -for every great and:good work. i It
wis in May 1784 ‘that the first step towards |
union was taken; it was not until‘October 1769
that the Constitution of the Church of the
Upited States was finally adopted. Leius be |
equally patient, equally persevering. Let us
take at once steps for securing a union of all
the Canadian dioceses; but let us not be dis-
couraged, if difficulties and obstacles have
slowly to be removed and gradually overcome.
It would, we think, be.unwise for.a single dio-
cese to form a constitution; that &liould’ be the
work of a National Synod. Our Diocesan Sy-

rales and regulations as may bo-necessary for
“the subdivision of the diocese, and be satisfied
to leave for a time a large amount of power in
the hands of its well-tried Bishop; and should
invits the diocesan Synods of Quebec and
Montreal, and of such new-dioceses 25 may in
the meantime be formed, to co-operate with us
in formiog & general Constitution for the whole
Church of Canada. Each diocesan Synod
might elect a certain nurber of delegates, say
ten clergymen and ten laymen, to act as repre-
sentatives; and there would be at oncea house
of at least four Bishops, more thaa the. United
States possessed when their constitution was
adopted. Wa should then obtain & National
Synod, composed, we may assume, of eighty of
the ablest and and rost experienced men v the:

L

laudable concessions m all vnatters subordmato,-

nod should countent-itself with framing such | -

country, aud aided by the \vu~d0m and lomnmg
of foun blshopq, to whom the work of drawing
up a constitution for the church could be en-
trusted with far more safety, than to our diocesan
Synods as they are constituted. A year might
well be given for the accomphsl\ment. of this
swotl, "aid’ the Diocesan Synods might then-be
assembled for the purpuse of acceptiig and ra-
tifying the constitution submitted to then.
- Subsequently the Naticnal Synod might meet

once in two-years, at.the chief city in each dio- |

ceser in rétationi; while the divcesan Synots,
which would have authority in all matters not
belonging to the gcnuul government of the
Ghureh, could meet each vear. By sowne such
course alone shall we'be able to secure the pros-
peiity and fair harmony of the church in Ca-
nada. Without a National Synod there can be
5o National-Church; we shall not be a healthy

Afld compacted body, but mere weak and dislo-

“ciled members. The danger is grent and im-
minent, and should be averted by timely action.
Alveady’ a clergyman of the proposed Western
Diocese has'not scrupled to declare, that the Sy-
#6d of 'that Diocése will adopt the Constitution
greed to 4t Toronto if they like it, and will
Jrame anew one if they'do not. Far be from
ws such pride of isolation and arrogance of
3\idgment? Let us realize. the fact that we are
thembers of the One Holy Catholic Church, and
lot of a newly reared fabric, to be raised or pul-
led “down according to our own will and our
own fancies. .

Piarelnny,

‘Bisnor Wizson.—~¢Tt was not to be ex-
pected. that 2 man like Bishop Wilson could visit
England without ereating that impression which
the tnoral influente of a good name nlwa)s more
or less produces. On bemo; introdueed at Court,
whicre he ‘appeared in his usual simple dress,

R

haviug & small black cap on his head, with flow- -

it s11ver) hair, and Lis shoes qutened with
teathern thongs me.ead -of buckles, George the
Second was so strack with his venerable : appear-
'mce, that the king rose to meet him, and, tak-
ing }nm by the hand, said, ¢ My lord, I be«rvour
Prajers!  Wherever he went, the pcople lenelt
‘before ’mm. and implored bis blessmg

w ‘-H_ow. ‘beautiful your presence, how benign,

= .Servants of Gon ! who not.a thonught will share
. "With the vain world, who, eutwardly as bire

L As-winter trees, vzem no fallacious sizn

That the firm soul is clothed with fruit divine!




