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from Quebec, one of deals from Miramichi, a
small steamer cargo of wood pulp from Dram
men, and a cargo of deals from Archangel,

As regards the state of the market, we may
quote & remark made by one of our leading
merchanta, that *‘it's better to do nothing than
work for nothing,” implying that whatever is
done is without remuneration, and the question
now is, whether it is best to continue the buni.
ness for the aakc of the connections or toatand
off until things improve,

We have heard figures mentioned for Midland
delivery o <puaice dends hich we fear to quote,
as they ure so low that it is a mystery how any
one can do them and make both ends meet.
Importers are all holding off in expectation of
consignment cargoes being thrown on the mar-
ket later on, which would be sure to go below
the present prices.

With regard to mining timber, there is not
by a long way the usual quantity of offering in
the market, still there is no prospect of im.
provement.

LIVERPOOL.

The Timber Trades Journal of July 3ist
says :—The first vessels with cargoes of timber
from Quebec are now getting well on with their
discharge ; but we regret to see very little of
cither waney buard pine or oak going into con-
sumption. This is widely diFerent from what
was the usual case in former years, when ccn.
siderable lines of both these descriptions of
wood were generally forwarded up the country
to the large railway companies, machinists, or
waggon-builders. At present, however, none
of this class of consumers appear-to be in the
market ; the great machinists probably from
want of work in their department, owing to the
depressod condition of the cotton industry, and
the great railway companies because they are
desirous to limit their expenditure upon relling
stock as far as is prudent.

The financial collapee of the Manchester Ship
Canal project will, no doubt, have a depressing
effect on business in this district. as a great
number of people were looking forward to the
commencement of the works with considerable
interest, and tha grievous disappointment
which haa so rapidly followed the bright hopes
which were held out by the promoters of the
cbcmp, whereby the resuscitation of trade in
he neighborhood was to be eflected, will cast a
damp on all those mmcdutely concerned, as
well as upon athers mdxrecdy interested.

Our aarket is still in the same dejressed
condition as ever, nor do we see any iminediate
prospect of improvement, prices, if there be
any chango, are still in favor of the buyer in
nearly every instance, and the general feeling
bere is that those who are doing the least busi
ness are perhaps to best off in the end.

No public sales of whitewoods are announced
nor can we learn of any in contemplation, the
unsatisfactory results of the last auctions having
driven the brokers to dispse of their consign.
ment cargoes by private treaty in preference to
selling them in public.

This will not matter much to the cansumer in
the long run, for he will be well looked after by
the merchauts' travellers, and the competition
is 00 keen that an order will not refused if there
isanything in it, however small it may be, so
that he will probably do as well without leaving
home as he would dd here by attending per-
sonslly, and will savu travelling expenses at

aay rate.
—rmaer

LONDON,

The Timber Trades Jownal of July 3ist
says:—At present, from what we gather, £10 to
£10 3e. is the current quotation for 3rd Quebec
regulars ex ship, and-that the price has not
besn an obstacle to sales sectns evident by their
being 20 few deals remaining in fint hands. A
leading Quebec house recently told us that
they had fewer pine deals of-any kind in the
docb:ttbem.ume thau at auy-time
previoualy,

We had some slight expectations that the
improvement noticeabls in laat week's reported
London dock deliveries over those of 1885
would have besn maintained for the remaining
portion of the season, but it appears that the
depressed condition of things then apparent is
torenppearin an aggravated form the present

year. We arc alteady short of the consump-
tion of last year some 12,000 standards on deals
and battens, and 2,000 standards on flooring,
The cause of this waa principally laid at the
door of the stilnulus imparted a twelvemonth
ago by what was known as the Russian war
scare, but this has been insupporable by subee-
quent records, and we must set down the less:
ened conauwmption to the true cause, viz, an
utter stagnation in trade, and though last year
was essentially a bad one the present is a great
deal worse. That free-on board prices have kept
their tone in probably due to the discretion of
those who had the controlling power avuiding
sending cargoes on the market.

The arrivals recorded this week to the Thames
are 56, against 63 that had come forward in the
corresponding interval twelvemonths ago. Lust
year the week's list to the Surrey Docks did
not include a single pine cargo, this time they
are credited with a pine and a spruce caryo,
both for Mesers. Price & Pierce. The Millwall
docks bave 14 cargoes this week, against ssven
at a corresponding date 1885, Of these twoare
pine, viz., the Victory, from Quebec, with 320
standards of Srd and 4th pine, for Messrs.
Browning & Co., and the ¥ernholme, from
Montreal, with about 700 standards,for Messrs.
Bryant, Powis & Bryant, Limited. We notice
that the Regent's Canal dock is the recipient of
of a cargo of pine deals per the Oscar.

Freights continue depressed, and we note
Quebec and London has just been done at 42a.
6d., the loweet chariers we have heard of from
this port for a sailing ship ; but we understand
it cannot be repeated.  Tonnage is offering ou
this side to go out with the bope of finding
charterers. In respect to the lower ports we
learn that tonnage from New Brunswick and
Nova Scotiais only placesble with diffculty,
most of the charters being filled up. We
understand some of the Pensacola charters are
holding off, and are not tempted to fix even at
87s. 6d. and 85s. for sawn stuff. Tonnage,
generally, is declining with very little prospect
of improvement, and the action of shipowners
in withdrawing their vessels has not had the
result we hoped it would, and though ships
continue 4o be tuken out of the market. there
are, unfortunately for awners plenty of other
1.0 take their place. We furthermore learn that
one of the large Pensacola shippers cuntem-
plates opening his mills much earlier than
usual prices being so unprofitable ; this certain-
1y won't help freights.

There wax a capital muster of the tradeat
Messrs Churchill & Sime sale on Wednesday.
the back benches being well occupied.

There was some spirit in the biddiug for the
whitewood. The St. Juhn spruce planks ex
Avoca, however, went rematkably cheap, at an
almost uniform price of £6 Se, buyers making
no distinction between the 11 and 9in., though
afew of the luts of the latter fellat £6 The
3rds Quebec, per the Craigallion, also plauks,
went at similar values; here again the 9 inch
were valued as the planks. The Riga crown
white 3x11 scemed stationary at £6 15e., and it
was a.anost a feature of this sale how prices held
such uniformity, which may be acoepted as
protty plain ovidence of the close competition
maintained by mnerchants when re selling. The
parcel per Mathilde Joust, with no exceeption,
went-at precisely similar prices to the other
Riga goods The exceptivn we refer to was lot
252, which was carried by the competition an-
other 10s., the buyer, a leading merchant,
getting this solitary lot tor £7 5s., against the
£5 15s. at which his neighbors secured their
portions. This was the only lot of crown hav.
ing 22 fts., and that may be the solution of the
myatery,

The ash planks and boards per the Durham
C:ty seemed to be at a discount. A leading
pive buyer came to the rescuc, and appmpnaud
them at Is. 3d. a foot cube, otherwise it is
doubtful what would have been their fate.

There waa only & few odd parcels of Quebec
pine offered, and prices would not be a sufSicient
index to the market if we particularized
them,

Suxniry McQuanmx, of Rat Portage, reports
that things are looking up in that district ; the
Rainy River Lumber Co.’s mill huohnuhnd

the saw mill is being got ready for work,

LATH MANUFAOTURE.

We learn from a Saginaw paper that there
are about forty saw mills on the Suginaw river,
Michigan, in which lath mills are operated the
production running from 300,000 to 4 000,000
lath each, and that the manufacture of lath is
almost as unsatisfactory as that of shingles, as
regards pricea. *‘It is true there has beena
fair demand, and shipments exceed those of
Inat year up to this time, but there are not
going to be any fortunes made this year at
$1 15, and sales have been made at that figure,
though the quotations run all the way up to
$1.40, though $1.2% is abuut the uverage asking
price. The lath product of the Saginaw river
mill during a series of years shows :—

Product.
1870, iiivinnannnasnie crenane .7026601)0-
-7 i PO cereesanaanae 72,514,099 *
1878, i itiiiiiiaisinsossiiannns 53,236,078 ¢
1879 it ciiiiicaiiriaiiianans 65,969,000 *¢
1880, .. icciiiiinasnnannes vees. 65,663,883
B L. ) 65,983.750 ¢
1882, t.iiiiiinnnn Lene veresn 94,703,800 ‘¢
1883, i iiiiiiiriniiiraciinians 106,132,490 ¢
1884.......... tesesiesiinanann 127,346,000 **
BT 80,931,400 **

The aggregate capacity of the mills has been
reduced about 10,000,000 pieces by the deatruc-
tion of mills, So that the out.turn for the year
188515 scarcely over the aversgo of the past
ten years. Tho largest output of any one con-
cern was that of & Bay City firm, Birdetall &
Barker, who manufactured four millions and &

quarter of pieoes.

WOOD-WORKING PATENTS.

The following list of patcnts relating to the
wood-working interests, granted by the U. 8.
patent office, July 27, 1886, is specially reported
by Franklin H. Hough, solicitor of American
sud foreign patents, 925 F street, N. W. Wash.
ington, D. C., who will furnish copies of patents
for 25 cents each.

846.133— Chuck, lathe—C, A. Singer, New
York. N. Y.

346,164—Lathe—J. Judson, Rochester, N,
Y.

$46,334—Lathes, steady rest for—J. Seibert,
St. Louis, Mo.

846 179-Saw, drag—A. S. Topping, Met-
awora, Ohio, -

$46,383—S8aw mill—L. O Orton,Philadelphia.
Pi.

346 241—Saw table—H.J. Thompeon,Ogema
Wis,

346 097 — Sawing machine— W, H. Finn
Oswego, N. Y.

846,369— Shingle sawing wmachine —I, M.
House, Gravenhurst Canada,

PATENTS 1SSURD AUG. 3.
846,656—Saw, band—D. Simonds, Fitchburg
Mas

346 541—Saw filing machine—J. W Gibson
and C. C. Harris, Denver, Col

346, 844—Saw swaging machine—~E. Dunning,
Bluffton, assignor of one-half to S. Davies,
Muskegon, Mich.

SUPERVISOR OF CULLERS' OFFICE
Comparative statement of timber, masts, b w-
sprits, spats, staves, etc, measured and culled

todate, at Quebec: 188, 1888, 1836,
Waney White Pine 1,104,142 1,003,021 1044228
‘White Pine........ 1,113,628 1,004,903 744,501
Red Pine.covveneen 189931 43313 157,504
Oak . weveraes 480438 995520  4%0,015
41 SN $00.341 636,157 332,441
Ath ciiciraiaanes 335,370 178,338 9241
Dasawood ..ceue.. 4,418 “ 218
Butternut ........ 1,088 3,018 102
TARAIAE cevevrane 0,083 1,953 3,258
Birchaod xaple . 185,111 305,502 154,129
Mastsand mﬁh —pcs  e=pes =S
Spars......... 32ypcw 17 yes - poe
8td Staves ....eee. 166222 398321 3131
W. 1. taves .. 698123 61.7.206 38216
Brl Staves ........ 06213 485307 ......
JAMES PATTON,
Supervisor of Cullers.
Quebec, 16th July, 1886,

Tuz forest fires in Marsthon and Clar
counties, Wisconein,communicated to the towns
of Spencer and Colby, laying the former in

WMROHANICAYL EXPANSION.
Every way has been atudied out, and oare-
fully tested, to make an arbor or a mandrel a
little larger in diameter, and the screw tap and
expansion reamer have been very successful in
this respect, and if the same features coald be
applied’ to the driving pulley of a machine it
would make one of the best meavs for making &
variation in speed. It has been applied to the
cross-hoad pin made to expand by internal
wedge-key work, that will take up for wear at
thisend of the conuecting rod, but the cross
head pin only needs a small portion of au aro on
opposite sides to be provided for. Something
of this kind may yet be applied to the crank
pin, as it is said that this portion of an over-hang
crank is likely to get out of round and pinch in
the boxes if keyed up to take out all the thump
and pound. When a plug tap and & fluted ream-
er is made 80 a8 to be expanded, they must be
handled with care, as thenost of them, when in
one solid piece,are none too atrong for the aver-
age workman, yet they are handy tools, and the
reamer needs grinding on centres to keep it
anywhere near accuracy. If the expanding
mandrel was not subject to such a heavy duty it
would be just the thing around a repair shop to
handle the diffecrent gear wheels that must be
provided for ; then & wheel blank could be bored
out at once just the exact size and held on
centres without tuming down an arbor for the
oxcasion. A slight degree of enlargement is all
that is required to meot the demand of a number
of sizes that are used, One trouble has been to
make one size do all the work, making a very
campact devicn for a sinall bore, and a veryine
accurate machine for heavy work, It is much
batter in providiog for the enlargement of every
appliance to expand a little, and do it well,than
to be spreading all out of semblance with no
dependence to be placed on anything, Ifan
expansion shaft pulleyjwere to receivesome such
atteation it would be received with welcome, as
aa it would put an end to soft-wood lagging,and
the demand forold belting to test some of the
recipes for comenting leather to cast-iron pulleys,
or the paper mache arrangement for winding on
» lagging in a moment.—Boston Journal of
Commerce.

——

FOREST FIRES.

Science has recondite theories to account for
very common thinge. Some of these theories
soem to the unacientific to be :h-utd, but others:
cannot be disregarded. Here is something
from a druggist in Maine, with regard to forest
fires: **It is reasonable to assume that maay
fires originating in the woods are nat caueed
intentionly by bhoys, gunners, &c, but by
nstural cases and the sun, It is o fact that
most of our forest fires occur when the resin or
gum is exuding in the warm season and in
forests composed chivfly of soft woods of
resinous treee—the pine spruce, hacmatack and
hewlock. It is often obeerved that thess species
of t ee exude a resin-that in losing ite volatile
element. hardens-and for a shiort time before
becoming opaque makes a very good magmify-
ing lons, and powerful enough to set fire to
very dry punky materials. Admum‘ these
conditions, then to atart a forest fire in the dry
Scaron among resinous woods. we require the
sun shining on one of those natural sun glasees,
and back of it in the focus some suitable
material. as-dead bark, wood, or best of all,
that dead, d y, mealy condition of solt woods
caused by insects.”  One can hardly deny Dr.
Rache's statement of these conditions; the
resinoun foroat, the dead bark, the *‘ punky™
and susceptible wood. But the lens made o
tesin is something new to the non.scientifie
woodman and indeed to the non.acientific read.
er. However, when one reads in the Chromicls
the doctor’s account of the fire set in his win-
dow by the rays of the sun paming through a
show bottle filled with colored aloohol, he is
impressed with the notion that there are a good
many agencies contributing to the aunual fire-
waste, Thereis this to be said, however, that
if this theory of the origin of forest fires be
cotrect, * what wo are going to do about it ™ is
not easily secn, It scema as if the foroes of
nature with her myriads of burning glasses in
the depth of the forest, were too much for any
offorts of man.—~Monetary Times.

anhes and considerably destroying the latter.
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