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exist in the universe, if hoe instituted a moral systemu, for it is bc.
yond ail question truc that whatever is knowable is perfcctly
known to the absolute and infinite One.

But tic question is, was sin in God's plan ? Did lie contem-.
plate it as sornetlîing whiehi lie wishcd ? Pid lie desire it ? PHd
lie purpose its existencee? Did lie vicw it exs sornething neeessary
to thic manifecstation and developinent of his perfeetions ? Lt is
not diffilt to sec that, thiere is a great differenca betwecn a moral
system and moral cvii ; and hoe must ho bo]d and reock]oss indeed,
who rushes to the conclusion that tlic former couid not cxist with-.
out the lieeessary existence of the latter.

Surely, tflic t that moral cvii exists is no proof that upon flic
wholc it ivas best that if shiould ho, and that God wisely purposod
it, and in bis own good tiunc and way brouglit it to pass ? We
repeat it, ftue aetuality or reality of flic existence of sin is no proof
that it eould not but bo, and muust have heen purposed. And yot
necessitarians g-encrally take for granted thic very thing whicli
thcy can nover prove. TIhey tell us thatwhiatsoever cornes to pass
must have been decreed, hecause God lias decr-ed whiatsoever cornes
to pass. This is flic sum and the substance of ail thecir rcasoning
on the subjeet. But suclu a conclusion is the rankest fafalisrn.
Wc believe sucli a doctrine as this to bic dislionouring to God, op-
posed to reason, to seripturo, to conseiousness, and subversive of ahl
governinent, ail law, and ail moralify.

Indeed, if the statement that God lias decreed wliatsoever cornes
f0 pass, bc correct, thon it follows as a nafural and a neoessary con-
sequence, tliat no being in flic wide universe but God hiraseif
could originate sin or by any possibility ho guilfy of it.

We are well aware that there are many good-bearted Cliristian
people ivho, have been frained in the sebool of wbat is called rnild
and moderate Oalvinisrn, 'ivlo shrink back with liorror frorn sucli
a conclusion. Tlicy tell us that God decreed to permit sin ; that
hoe decreed not to ldnder sin. This only proves to us, howcver,
that they are cither ignorant of -wlat genuine, Calvinisrn is, or
that tliey are unable to defcnd if, and lieartily asliared of it. Wc
believe the latter ncarest the trutli. thougli we baçe often
met good Cliristian people in flic Province. , fully persuaded
that they are consistent Calvinists, and at the sarne f ime just
as strongly opposeci as ourselves to Ïts »Ltndameîttal principlés.
Wlicnever we sec a professcd Calvinist contending for fheiI "decree
to permit," theic "dccrec not to ldnder sin," we are sure that lie lias
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