08

——

p— =t =t

fngorated soul of tho morehnnt, and day nftor
day, was Mise JefTrey wath her native charms,
fanning a tlame, not easily to be quanched,—
Nor was sho insersiblo to the offert which
these long eylvan walks were producing, and
though underiaken only out of courteay, yet
a tuvusany times over did she regret that the
merchant had inade hisappearance.  ller frienis
won discovered the alicutlons testowed upen
their nicee, and latterly knowing more of Mr.
Thompeon's miod, they urged her not 1o slight, or
treat with distreapect the propusals ol so worthy a
man * te is wealthy,” sauﬂno uncle,  aud bas
a god businesy, ana has ¢very comloit at cun

mand  He is besides, a respectable person and
much csteemed by those who knuw ham. Chatles
Marshall is in the way of manululd temptaiions,
He is young, ardent and frank, and may by these
temptaifons be overcome and thus you might
live to regret your connexion with him, or lke
your tender, atfectionate mother, consume your
stirength 1n sitent surrow, wither and dte like an
early blossom nipped by the unlimc(l{v froxt, [lis
slder brother, has become a sot, and s living at
homo in indolenve, a Lunden and & daily grief to
his parents. Charles mnay notfotlow the example,
but as yet he1s untried. His futher 1 a steady
industrious man, but o his yuuth he was tnuie
strict!y tratned than his <ons have been, and was
not su tiable to be led a«lm[y { would not speak,
of the thousand sharcs, which are latd §n fureign
ports, for the warm hearted, but unwary mari-
ners. It fs impossible fur them, sometitnes to re-
sist the fascinations by wh:ch they are surround-
ed ; and the trauds that are practised upon them
render them desperate, and ready o commit any
amonnt of fUlly  Of these things you cannot, of
course, form any idea, nor could you witheut
roixing amongst them."”

In this prospecuve manner did Mr. Ramsay
reason with his niece, and the reasoning was so
far plausivle  There can b+ o doubt it was dic-
tated by affection, and an anxwous desice for her
weltare. It was tree that Alexander Marshall
had brought disgrace on the fanuly ; but hi: con-
duet was no criterion by which to judge of the in-
tegrity of Charles,—far less was it a reaxon, that
for that imprudence, Charles's fondest hopes
should be destroyed. It he was not already sunk
{n vice, no course was more calculated to make
him so; but it has frequently happened that one
wortbless member of a family has subjected all
the rest, to bitter disappointment and morlifica-
tion. All my observations in journeying through
life, confirm the opiaion that 1o the majority of
cases where promising voung persons have resil-
ed from integrity and virtue, the inciplient stage
of that degeneracy, shows that a secret poisonous
fnfluence exerted by sclfishness, or the waat of
due reflection of some one who held the reins of
power, has chilled the heart of those most sensi.
tive beings, who scem not so thoroughly hunan-
ized, as to be able to grapple with the ills of hte.
They have their counterpart in the mimosa,
whose instinctive sensiiveness, is indicated by
the most _cautious appruximation of the hand,
yet if rudely pressed it remains ever afler, insen-
sible to the touch; so these febrile and sen<itive
natures, when suddenly checked in any noble
aspiranion, are rendered ever atterwards imper-
vjuus W the dictates, or the demands of reason.

10 vain did Helen urge her attachment to young
Marshall,—in vain did she say, her heart was
with him, and she could not vestow it on another
Persuasivns were used on als sudes, and she
became exhausted n silent griel. A wide
swelling  ocean rulled between her and the
object of her affections. 8he had no sister, no
fond mother, with whom to take sweet counsel,~
no one to whisper in her ear the path of duty
Her uncle and aunt had always treated her with
the utmost k«oduess.  She was ndeed their own.
thetr only, their adopted child, and to them she had
implicitly rendered ail the obedience of a confid-
ing Jaughter Butsull there was an indefinable
feeling, that their urgent entreaties were dictated
somewhat by scifishness, At length she began
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to reason with hersclf, wheiher daty called her
day afier day, to, rebel against the wail of her
fuster parcats, and in & calm, subdued and pen-
sive mond, her resolve was taken, fur weal or woe.

f1uw mnch wore in unison with surfounding
naturc was the tmind of the merchant, when the
earnestly lunged for answer was obtajned. The
morning lark sang more sweetly, the swajlows
wanered more cheerfully, about the window, the
gleesume gambuls of the leveret, upon the closely
Jropped lawn, aent a thrill of maiden joy to his
heart, and he inhaled the fresh balmy air of the
morn,ng.-—wnﬂcd from the richly clothed mead-
ons as a new principle of vuality, which made
his hearts bl bound through his aystem, with
wanmh and vigour. The wedding day was fiz.
od, the nceessary preparations were specdily made
and when tho eventful inorning came, Helen
Jetlicy vowed tw bo the luving wife of Andrew
Thompson.

THE FOURTII BTAOE.

*Tin night, and the landacape 1o lovely no more ;
1 mourn, but ye woodlands | mourn not for you

At the conclusion of onr last stage was noticed
the fact, that the lovely lily of Ivy Bank was
transplanted fruin the scene of her youthful re-
tirenient to mmflc in the bustle of city life, and
to be the ** help-meet,” of a city merchant not
unworthy ot the hand and the beart ot that fair
Yady ut, alas! that heart, in softest, sweetest
accents, was pledgnd to be another’s, It was the
pole star thatguided an crratic soul. It pisioned
the wings on which that soul floated in space,
across the trackless wave tv a small xecluded spot
in a livle island of the sea.  The genial warmth
of that heart was the all-propelling impulee,
which accelerated the flight of that soul to the
little arbour at Ivy Baok, there in the fondest
day-dream, to speak of love, as sweet, as lasting as
the unfading amaranth, But this star had set;
and as surely as the tempestdriven bark is
shivered on some sunken recf, when in a dark and
dingy night, the compass fs attracied by some
extesnal influcnce, and the stars arc obscared 1o the

ilots cager gaze, by the murky clonds which dash
uriously across the heavens,—so surcly was
that fragile being shattered, and destroyed, when
the pole star of his affections ceased for ever to
guide bis mental vision,

Towands the close of the year the friends of
Charles, began to fecl uneasy at the cxpected ar-
rival of the Mrvnle in London, and Jane,~now
in the bloom of rosy youth,—to prevent some one
harshly commubicating the fact of the mar:lage,
to her brother, wrote a long Jetter to await his
arrival.  She announced fcclinglx and consider-
ately the change at Ivy Bank, and expressed the
fond hope, that her brother would have fortitude
to bear the severe sheek which the announcement
would give  After stating the effect §t had apon
her parents she uiged upon Charles 1o come
home a few wecks 10 enjoy among bis friends
that change of socicly and relaxation of mind.
which would prevent him from brooding over his
unhappy lot. ~ But all the galbos which Jane had
infused, all her kind and soothing tenderness,
could not check the dark, deep frown, which man.
tled the mariner's brow, 8s he hasiily glanced
over the contents of the epistle, which washanded
to bim at the wharf by a friend,

Recognising his sister’s handwriting in the
address he hastily broke it open and began to
peruse it, to see what news from home, He sud-
denly wrned his eye to the signature,—be Jooked
at the addreéss—there seemed no mistake, and bis
whole frame shook violently He grasped the
hand of his friend, and said * come along, Y feel
thirsty.” Nothing further was said, they entercd
a tavern close at hand, and partook of a Jittle
brandy and water. He opened agwin the fl).fated
letter,—and while his friend who knew well the
cause of the sudden change of countenance, mus-
ed within himself, as to what it were best tq sa
to divert his attention_from the melanchaly t
ings he bad himself conveyed,—the, captain
snatched up his hat, rose from the table, and sajd
he would return again immediately, - ’

Already had a direful project formed in hie
mind,—hi« blood rushed more vtgoroml{ from
his agiated heart, and & wild and aansual-giare,
beamed from bis eve. as he walked rapid(?‘ fram
the gangway of the Myrtle, and deseended to the
cabin. His lfc was bound up in one object—
that removed, —farther dclfy on time'sstage were
unnhecersary.

His fricnd waited with rome anxiety hisretan,
to the tavern, but at Jengwh his suspicions were
aroused, and walking to the wharf, was informed
that the Captain had gune below. He swnng
himaelf with one bound from the companion door
to the cabin floor, but what a acenc awaited him t
Here jay the young caplain stretched npon e
floor, his chesnut locks draggled and matted with
gore, his datk hazel eyes. glazed and motioniess,
At his right hand lay a blood-stained razor, which
sccmed to have been taken from an open dressing
case {n his statc-room, aud the Llood still frsncd
from a deep wound which had been inflicted.

Mr Sim{:snn was overcome by the appalling
spectacle, but apecdily recovering himeclf, he
bound a handkerchicl round the faial apot, to
staunch the flow of blood. A surgeen was ime.
mediately procured, who examined and carcfully
dressed the wound. B

To the carnest enquiry of Mr. Simpson, the
Dr. rephied that were his paticnt Kept quiet, there
nced be no apprehensions of danger. The poor
captain wos therefore carried toa pﬂvmelodgir;s-
house, that he might be more closely atiended,
and the sorrowing friend, returncd to the cabin of
s own bargue, to writc & few lines to
Mr. Marshall, to inform him of the sad oc-
currence.

The melancholy news soon reached the little
town, and threw the family into the greatest dis-
tress, Flis poor mother was greatly hurt by the
intelligence and indeed never thoroughly recov-
ercd, from its lacerating cffecis.  Ilis compas-
si0nate sistcr lost no Lume, in hastening to watch
over him,—although the principat communication
at that time was by sailing vessels called Sthacks,
—and in a few weeks after her arrival, he was so
f-.r recovered as 1o be abls to petnin huine. The
vessel was Jefl ir charge of the mate until ar-
rangements were made. His friends manifested
towards t..m the greatest interest, Jane was con-.
stantly by his side, soothing his mind, with gen-
uine, heart.felt simpmhy, when it toached the
fatal chord; or checring him, amid the gloomy
forebodings by which he was occasionally over-
cast, So far pleasing was her beneficial society,
to his wounded spirit, that if the image of his
foud affection, was not effaced from his memory,
he could at least look upon that indurated por-
traiture, with a placid consciouseess,and reflect in
calmness and serenity, upon the beanty and the
preciousness of the originzl. Here, for thé pres-
enl we leave him tolerably well recuvered, and 1p

ood spirits, while we watch the motions of
§oseph, the third sop.

He was unlike either of the other brothers. He
had not the soft effeminacy of Alexander, nor the
sprightlysnnvltyotChnrlcs.bntwas;fadark,dog-
matic, stubborn nature. e was not tall, nor par-
ticularly good looking, but had a robust frame
calculated to endure fatigae, To several little
circumstances which occurred in his youth muc
of his petulance, and sourness of temper might
perhaps be attributed.

It would be useless to attcmpt to follow him in
his career, or to investigate how far the ljttle in-
ctdents in which hoﬁ%:lmd.tended to.prodacethat
dogged nature, which he subsequently manifested,
TWwo of thase incidents may however he.arted,
they were nlated by an eye witness, Op. opg of
hiz'Baltic voyages, be arrived at Cranstadt, and
the veseel was, as usual, boarded by the oRj¢ers,
from the war ship which lies off in theSlrcam, to
examine the manifesto, and search for hidden
treasures. They are not so strict now; but at
that time they wera particuiarly, jeslous.of all
writien communigations. r jhere wWas
confusion visible in Joseph's conntenance, when
be officers, asked If thers werg any ledlerd, was
not known’ ‘but’ the officers'having "béen 'oftén



