
THUE GOSPEL- TRrIUBUNE.

cusscd. Différent vicws wiil -prosent ehernseives. t
Substantiaily hiolding the saine fundamental truths,
wo have unhappily broken up juta distinct sections-
mlot aiways rccognising the brotherhood af Christ in
those who differ froin us. WVo have Caivinistic ands
Arminian preachers. WVe have theories of prophety
acccpted by one, and opposcd by another; and ail
this, to superficiai, still more ta prejudiccd observers,
secmls ta interfère with Our uiifty of aim, and of af-
fection toe. «Now frein ail these difficulties the mis-
sionary work is free. It is the plainest declaration
of the si-nplest trutbs ;-thc milk for babes-for 1
lîold that as the licathen congregations arrive Ilat a
full age in Christ, " the missionariEs' work cesses.
They sbould naw becorne native Chiurches dependent
upon a native ministry. Our -%ork anlengst thein is,
that of laying the founda*ion ratlier than of building
thereupon. Again, the unity of sun in Christian
missions is not, ta any great extenit, affected by that
wretcbcd prosciyting spirit wvhich exists se much at
home. -The field is 'wide; the stations are rernote
fromn one another; the mîssiaxxary's hands are fui,-
anîd bis heart, too, if hie is a man of Ged. Be secs
the heathen steepcd in sin, pluiiging head<rng inta
everlasting death i 1t needs but littie of tbe spirit
of-his Master ta impress him with this deep convie-
tion,--that the forîn tnder 'which the Gospel shahl
bc embraced is a ruatter of unutterable insigificance,
coxnpared withm the faet that a heathien 13 brought out
frein the stronglields of Satan sund made free in
Christ. At home the difféece bctwcen a truc

iJhristiau _nd another man is oftcu the différence
letwei maorslity and spirituality ; betwcen a. con-
.duct already decorous and a heart now rcncwved tinta
holiness. In heathen lands it is vcry différent; there
the impressions af sin are hideous I There the un-
converted man lives in ail the abominations of Satau's
ýworship. Now the soul of this man is the prize for
Nyhich the missienary contends. Shalh he jet it go
-whilc he invades some ncijbbouring fold ta ent:ce
the convertedl Wcsleyan te the Independent camp,
.or the Preshyterian couvert to the Church of England ?
What would be gaincd ta thc cause of Christ by sucb
e triumph ? Whbat impression wouid it make upon
the kingdom -of darkncss ? What effcct wouid it
produce uipon th~e native Christians.-happily stili
ignorant, for thke n'est part, of the cause of these
.di:visions, af their mature, nay, af their vcry utame ?
Too long has it been the custom, af professing Chris-
bians at home thus ta bite and deveur anc another i
and, -ieriiy, we bave had aur reward, - ve have been
consumed ane of another, wvhiIc the ivorld bas stood
hy in wouder or ini 8coru.. Ever since, the Reforma-
tien aur divisions have bieaour banc. Missionaries
bave many triais but they and their flocks have many
peculiar'blessings ; aud amoxigst .t.bcx flot the ieast
is this, that the prasciyting spirit is .almost unknown.

In short, Gad bas mcrcifuliy granted an apportu-
nity ta the world, ini these Iast age;4 .o seeiug in
nissicinary churches that sectsrianisma is not insep-
airable from Christianity. These distant pastures
have net yet prednced the rank iveeds af this centra-
*versy; they flourish fair and green axaîdst the dcserts
-that surround theni. As yct the simple truths af the
Gospel are suffiéient for thern, and they Iixvc tbcrcby.
No did wounds rankie there 'whcre everth!.sg is fresh.
ýThe piages af Church history they ean read 3vith profit
and yct tu -ru over xd~thout a blush. The lfathers ai
itiiese convertq from, the heathen sihaxred in ne.
5,persecution, such as Chiristians bave inflicted on their,
brethreu, aad they have sufiéred ne afflicetions such
:ats brethren have recoivedl at the liands af Chr.istian
ý.Churdhes. The xnissieuary fieldy then, invites a
grand experiment 3t 1u tus; the 'recovÏery of the

true catholie spirit s0 long neglccted or deuied.
rhcrc la ia ail Evangelical mnissions an essential
unity of il ; ivhy Ellould there mot bc cnlarged
niutual synipsthy? The abject in evcry case-is the
~ame; the menus in every case, though dissimilar
perhapst are met discordant ; thie agents ave ineniber&
of the sanie mysticai body, dramving ail their pou-ers
rrom anc living Head. Docs nat this impose the
obligatio'n of initual synipathy ? This is the second
point ta wlîîch I ara condacied b>' thie ternis of the
proposition in iny band.

Il. Tiu sv.%tP oi Oicr wCI wn PRAX ought, then,
1 cencelve, te be active, =8at, and d!ffusnve. 1. It
must lie active. love is a salient principlo. It secks
f'or opportunities; it deliglits in exercise. #p mis-
sian-try ôf the right spirit Nvill rejeite -with no e na-
sured, hesitating jay, ini the succcss which attends
the labours of his brethren ai another name. He
will neyer grudge the lnroads iwhich anotlur makes
upan Satau's kingdoln. Trie field is the world.
ThEre is ample scolie for aIl God's labourers, werc
they incrcascd anc bundredfold. It is pitiful top
observe soinetimes the tDe visible reluctance wiith
'ivich Chriqtians admit the successes, even amongst
hc,îtheus, ai Christians of another mnie. Ilow silent
wvhen they rejaice 1 lJowi ready te hi-t disapproba-
tion-ta nuagr.ify thieir fauits-to dweil 'wîth sanie-
thing not far removcd frein satisfaction on their
faiiu^'cs I Where is the mnud ai Christ in ail titis ?
And where tue mi!,d af the llrst snd greatest af ail
mijasionaries, wihte couid snd.did rejeice if Christ çwas
preached, tbaugh it wiere only ont ai strifeand con-
tention? The spirit 'ive must chcrish is that of aci ve
sympathy. 'Thc successes ai those whe differ firei
us are not barely ta bc recagniscd; thcy arc -net ta
be receivcd wiith a cold acknowledgmient of their
trutb. The>'are eithcr the triumnpbs af the Gospel,
or they are a delusion; snd if a delusion, then un-
doubtcdly a triumph ai the Devil's 1 if wie are net
preparcd te place thamin the latter class, we muse
admit their title te the former. Tbey are vcitorles
'ivan for Christ; they are Bis triumphs, aud, if Bis,
then ours-ours-for wie arc Christ's. The 'want af
active 53 mpathy in the successes ai other sections af
the Chiurch is, te nuy mmnd, 'ivhienever it is fonnd a
concluzive evidence af asectarian spirit.

2. .Again, this symnpathy should be constant. We
sbould ever regard with the kindliest intcrest the
toilserne, thaugli unpretendir.j, labours of ail 'irbe
%vork in Clirist's viuceyard. There are occasions,-
bursts of disaster or of triumph,-ivlîich wil awakcn
the niast listless sud provekie the sympathies, or the
congratulations, of tAie most indifférent, but truc
Christian syrnpatby ruas in a deeper channel. Per-
haps we have ail of ns feit that the missienaries et
that particular Society wiith 'ivhieh wie connect aur-
selves in more direct service, neyer need aur sympa-
thies se much as Nvhen they toil sud toil, month aftcr
mguth, year afler y4r, with ne visible suctess. We
fecl ibat the world, nay, 'irbat is far worse, we icel
that the Churelà is ready te Mlle tbcm for isuits
%vhich are mnu ai theirs; for slath, for ncedicss cx-
pauditure, for wau. ai wisdom, aye, snd for waxut af
grace. We have te proteet such mcn iromn the im-
patience ai thair ow'n iricnds, and stili more iroin the
reproaches and disparaging surmises of the worid
withorit.

New we nt homle shouid Icarn, and wor sbould in-
vite aur xnissinries abroad-to extend this syn'-
.patby,-these charitable constructions, this determ-
incd .hoping agsinst holte,-beyond the nsriowv
lonfinesao aur &w,îcammunion, We must netlhave
oue .measure for ourselves and anather for Our
brcthrcu' If they have iliade-their rnistakes, se hava


