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reasons ivhy they differ from themi. Thero
is no ciass of mca wiîo have better opportu.-
nities of cecingz huniian nature ini ail its

phase. Is it'ikeiv, thon, that men so
situateci, anl 'vith stiel a Iîistory, eau bc £0
defective as some helieve thoeni to lie ?

Besides this, our owvn experience is not
nt ail in keeping witi this outery. WVe
have hecard many ministers prech Our
experience extonds to towul and country
Preaching, lut chicfly in the latter. It cml-
braces sermons preatcd ou special occa.
sions as ivell as ordinary pulpit services.-
WVe have sometilues lieard tie young licen-
tinte, frcquecntly tho aiuister ini the full
vigour of mani ood, and oeeasionally the
venerable father wiîo lias borne the burdcnt
and hecat of the day ; and scldom indeed
have we listened to anything even approxi-
ting to whlat somoe wouild hiave nis helievo, is
the general rîîn of Scortishi prc-aching. So
far as our knowledge gocs, tieu, the de-
scriptions of the pulpit, to which. ie have
aiready referred, are not even wortlîy of
bcing designated a caricature. 'Jlev are
sinîply a gross lihel, and one as false as it is
malicions. Thecir effeet on the influence of
the Christian rainister may bo injûrious
among those who neither reason nor inquire,
but they muust inevitably degrade the sources
from which. they corne, iii the eves of think-
ing Chîristian mca. Before in blame the
preacher for their want of intercst in the
services of the pulpit, they should look acar-
et homo. Conscience may be quiced by
blaniing another for a fauit tiîat is our own,
but tiiere is a higher tribunal at which, this
expedient shall be ofano avail.

W hile we dIo not believe in the reality of
the grievanco, ouir îîext remark is that the
dcmaud accompanying the complaint is
exeecdingly indefiite. WVhat dIo the reforra-
ers of the pulpit ivaut? Platitildes, and
comînon places, and prcaching bciîîd the
age, arc the evils nsually eomplincid of.-
There is a tan ralizing vaguencss about ail
this, utterly uuworthy of tliose rational
Christians, wvho so modcstly dlaimi for them-
selves the menit o1rbeingvr epailvr
accurate thinkcrs. We know whlat com-
mon-place is, we know what platitudes arc,
a-ad we know what it means for a thing to
hc beeiad the age, but we are left iu the dark
about the things in sermons, to whieh these
terras are applicable. Is it to such doctrines
as the inspiration of Senipture ?-the guilt
and depravity of man ý-the work of the
Iloly Spirit ?-the Atonement ?-justifica.
tionby faith ?--ajudgment to corne and the
like ! Are these the platitudes, the common-
places, aad the antiquated things of whieh
so much complaint is made 1 We adin.t
that these doctrines are very old. -They are
no< doubt coimon-place, and te many they
am- weary platitudes. Are tiiese the7impu-
rides of wlîich sermons must be purged ?-.

If arn, then the dry for pulpit refoni is, after
ail, nothiug ncw. There wcrc wvisc mon
ciglitcou ceuturies ugo to wlîoni tlîc things
wcre very dliàtiusteful, ami there lias beca a
regular succession of 'd(1-ep thîinkcrâ> from
that ugo to the preseuit, whiosc viewvs aîîd
feelings have heen the saine. Wrheu wo
heuar soîne mcei complaining of platitudes in
sermonîs. wc soînctimes douht if; ivitîx ail
their learuing, they kaowv the nîeuning of'
thocir own, words. Iu orler to get rid of
platitudles, the înlinds of ail mcae would ne-
qîîire to ho cast iii the saine iotild. WThat
are plati<uilcs to one rnay ho the reverse to
aniothier. It is nio uacomîni thing to sSe
oue portion of an audlience Iisteîîing to a
discourso iwith the (leepcst ilizercst, and
another portion giving way to sleepy indif-
fcrence. T1hene are oveisome whose tustcs
are se pervcrted tiîat they eau tind platitudes
iii newvspapcr ']cailers,' and, as a gencnral
ral, pass thcmn hy as very dry rending.-
-Wiîen platitudes are eondeînnod, we must
therefore know )vhat they are. The word
itsclf ia f'ar too vague.

The aatipathv to, common-place is equally
irrationai. 'Umake the greatest sermons that
have ever becît prcaciîed, reinovo ail that
some would cail common-placeoeut of thoni,
aad they would ho great sermons îao longer.
We believe thiat the greatcst genilis would
bo the greatest sufferer, if su1)jOcte( to, sucli
an ordeal. The wrings of Shakespeare
and Burns would be sadly nîntilatcd, if
evcrything that might be caiied coînmon-
pluce were extnacted fromn thoîn. The
sweetest lyries and the ricest drumus wouid
be of vcny littie value, if tlîey wcre estima-
ted only aceordiug to wlîat ivas absolutely
new iutheir contenits. Appiy the principles
of critieismi to them. whiclh soine apply to
sermons, and the lustre to thecir brighItcst
geins would soion be tarnishced.

As to the puipit being bchlind the age, it
is uecdless to say inueh. 'fruth is truth,
and fuets are l'acts, ivliatevcr bc their ago.
The sins of the prescut age, hoth in uiatters
of opinion and praetice' are tie saine as the
sins of former times, and the preaehing that
ivas siîited te sinners of oh], mnust, in its
substance, lie suited to theai stili. It is the
saine old diseuse, and the saine old remcd
must be applied to it. But what, aftcr ai,
is the change whiclh omîr reforinens wisli to
effeet? What arc preachers to speak about,
if tiiese oid common-piace things, to which
thene is so mucli aiitipathy, are to lie dis-
eardedi Are thcy to lecture ou science and
literature? Are slecpy workmcu te be kept
awake, by detaiiing to tlaem the speculations
of drcamy philosophera ? Are prencliers te
give their own authonitative dietuai on £0-
lemn and important topies, instead of
expounding the teaching of ' hoiy men of
old l' Are ail who ocdiily our liulpits f0
bc. permittcd te say whataxv'w h*xbnie éQ
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