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NEW HEBRIDES MISSION.

Within the month we havo, received lot-
ters from My, Mortonof Trinidad, from all
the New Hebridean missionaries connected
with this Church, from Rev. Mr. Copeland
of Futuna, fromn Rev. D. McDonald of
Meclbourne, and from Dr. Steel ot Sydney.
The last named, our agent at Sydney,
writes under dates of 14th July and 11th
August. The first Jetter, we publish, shew-
ing what followed his citation before the
Supreme Court, of which our readers wero
informed in our last number.

The letter now published gives & brief
and general statement of the effect of the
judicial proceedings taken, on the public
mind ; but it is necessary to vead the Syd-
ney papers to got any adequate idea of the
indignation aroused among all classes by
the tyrannical procedure and harsh repri-
mand of Mr. Justice Hargrave. By the
press these have heen condemned with sin-
gular unanimity, and the severe strictures
spoken at the public meeting by men of the
highest standing in church and state, were
receivel with- applanse, and - resolations
passed expressive of the deepest sympathy
with Dr.Steel and the highest approval of
his conduct in the whole affair.

At this immense gathering, which par-
wok of the character of an indignation
meeting, an address, expressive of sympa-
thy, approval and confidence, was presented
with Fifty sovereigns to meet the expenses
10 which he had been suljected.

Dr. Steel has suffered innocently. He
bas suffered in a good cause. He had be-
fore the trial, and more than once since,
exposed the unrizhteous traffic, and now
that the wrath of those willing to live by
the degradation and blood of the poor New
Hebrideans has reached him through the
julicial bench, he may well rejoice that he
was counted worthy to suffer shame in such
acause, and that the infamous traffie whiéh
le exposed has, in the coudemnation of the
taptain to death and of his super-cargo to
feaal servitude, received what may prove

its death Ulow. Mr, McDonald may be
sanguine in saying, “ Slavery in the South
Secas is fairly put ancend to at last” It

may not dio so casily, but if the friends of |

freedom and christianity persevere, the re-
suit of thc conflict cannot be doubtful. As
an index we give the following paragraph
from the Times of Sept. 27th:

Tae PoLyNesiaN IsLANDERS.—A de-
spatch of Earl Granville to the Governor of
gucenslmxd, on the subject of the immigra-
tion of the Polynesian islanders has been
published. Tt hus vecently heen made only
too apparent that this immigration was car-
rvied on upon a system having many of the
features of the slave trade. Earl Granville
calls the Governor’s scrious and immedidte

attention to the matter as onc not merely.

affecting Queensland, but touching the
honour ot the British name, and one in

which Her Majesty’s Government “feel -

the deepest interest.”” The Governor is
urged to use his utmost influence to protect

the immigrants, so that thoy shall not be

at the mercy of those about them.

From the subjoined letter from Mr.
Morrison, written on board the Dayspring
when approaching New Zealand, (sccond
visit) where he will reside for this season, it
appears that he has been not only “ holding
his own,”” but graduslly gaining strength.
Dr. Geddie's report for 1868, long expect-
ed, has been at length rcceived and is a
most admirable document. This, with his
letter and the letter of Rev. Mr, McNair,
being on business, must be submitted in
tho first place to the Board. The Dr’s.

report, however, may be expected in our -

next number.

The Charch will regret to learn that Dr.
and Mvs. Geddie are not so well in health
as when they left our shores.
spend our winter, their warm season, in
Victoria or New South Wales, as the fol-
lowing extract will shew :—

‘1 expect to visit Australia in Jannary.
The reasons for this visit are various. We
wish to escape the warm “season,” to sénd
our youngest daughter to' school, and X
must arrange. also about the printing of the
0ld Testament. Mrs. Geddic and I hope
to return with the vessel in April,

“Y trusg that you will make every effort

They will -

to find 2 Suitablé missionary to occupy ‘that' -

station. It-is now and will be the’ most
important station on ghc group for years to
come. You ought, if possible, tosend a



