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The woods perisli by the axe and by fire, cither purposcly

applied for their destruction, or accidentai. Forest fires have
flot beeni conflned to the period of' European occupation. The
traditions of the Indians tell of extensive ancient conflagrations;
and ît is bclieved tbat some of the aboriginal names of' places in
Nova Scotia (for example, Ghebucto, Ghcdabneto, Fictou) origin-
ated in these events. In later timaes, however, fires have been
more numerous and destructive. In clearing land, the trees
ien eut down are always burned, and that this may be effected

as completeiy as possible, the dricst weatlier is frequently
selected, aithougli the fire is then imucli more like.iy to spread
into the surrounding woods. It frequently happens that the
woods contaiiî large quantitios of dry branches and tops of trees,
left by cutters of timnber and flrewood, who rarciy coasider anjy
part of the trce cxcept the trunk worthy of their attention.
Even without this preparation, however, the woods xnay in dry
weather ho easily inflamed; for, aithotigl the trunks an1d foliage
of growingr trces arc not very combustible, the xnossy vcgetable
soil, much re-sembling, peat, burns casily and rapidly. Upon this
mossy soul depends, in a great measure, the propagation of ires,
the only exception hein& when the burning, of groves of the
resinous coniferous trocs is assisted by winds, causing tl.3- iaine
tostreamn throuzh their tops more rapidly than it eau pass along
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