
show. He is governed by a standard of excellence
wihich states the weiglt, shape and characteristics his
fowls mitst have if lie wants to win prizes and have
higli scoring birds. The result is that his whole care
and tiile is given to the production of the most per-
fect speciniens, not nerely ii the inatter of feathers,
but as perfect specinens as possible iii size, vigor, fuill
breasts, aid othier points thiat are of as special value
in a practical and economnic sense as fromu a " fancy
point of view.

Take the Plynouth Rock again, a brecd that I au"
mxostly interested in and have made a stiidy of. 1Is

productions and its propagation to the present timle
are due wholly to the fanciers. If it were iot for

thein there would be no Plvmouth Rock vorthy the
name in the course of a very short timue. There is a
science in keeping a breed of fowls to a rigid standard,
and the average farier does not possess a knowledge
of tiat science, ard yet the average fariner would bc

very sorry to have this inagnificent breed of fowls lost

to the world in its present shape and excellence.

It is a iistaken idea to think for a moment that

the fanciers as a class are indifferent to the laying

qualities of their fowl. Those nost worthy of the

naine, and those wlho to-day are doing mîost to advane

the interests of the "' fancy," arc striving to build up
nost perfect flocks in all respects, and they are suc-

cecding, too, I feel assured. I would like soimcone

to point ont to mue a fariner who has tried to increase

the size of his fowl or thieir eggs, and who every year
selects the mnost prolific layers as breeding stock. 'The

truthx of the inatter is that the people of this country
are indebted to the fanciers for every valuable breed

of poultry they have, for our fovls would long siice,
but for their care in keeping the brced pure and of

fine quality, have degenerated into the nondescript
collections that are to be seeni in nine out of ten farni

,yards. I ai further of the opinion that it is high
timne that, if justice caninot be doue then, they should

at least be freed froni the unijust charge of having
been an injury to our donestic breeds of poultry.
Soine few individuals, improperly called fanciers,
have perhaps bred thcir flocks witi suci poor judg-
ment as to cause thenm to lose stanina . but the great
body of fanciers, who are vorking intelligently and
for the good of the practical as well as esthetic side of

poultry culture, should not be hield responsible for the
failures of a few breeders.

I strongly imagine that one of the chief reasons
why soie mnav speak against the fancy-froin an ex-
perience, perhaps, with a few pure-bred fowls pur-
chased fromi sone fancier-is because they do not give
these fowl proper treatmieint in order to secure the
best results. It is but natural that when taking home
a fine trio or breeding ivi, for which a good price lias
beei paid, that iothing should be thought too good
for these birds. Thiey are often peiiied uip by themn-
selves, and fed, perhaps, a dozein tinies a day on all
sorts of good things : and as a result the fowls be-
coue fat and indolent. Tliey, therefore, lay indiffer-
ently, and the eggs that are laid are naturally largely
infertile. The birds and their breeder are, therefore,
blamned for wlhat was, perhaps, wholly the fault of the
purchaser.

Let the fancier have his due ; lie lias done and is
doing the farni and practical poultrynian an ex-
ceedingly good turn.

A NEW ASSOCIATION FORMED IN
1IANOVER, ONT.

PROPOSE TO 1O1.1 A sHOw IN JANUARv.

H ANOVER lias foried a Poultry Association
kiowii as the Hanover Poultrv and Pet Stock
Association, with t following officers -Hon.

president, T. I. O'Neill; president, P. B. Flanagan;
first vice-president, Christ. Hertel ; second vice-presi-
(et, Geo. Reiss ; executive cominittee, John Sandlos,
A. E. Wagner, Ed. Lynn, C. Winkler and Johi
lertel ; secretary-treasure, H. G. Kirchner. It was

partly decided to hold a show eithe'r before or after
the Owen Sound, but will let your h<.ar fromîx me later
in regard samne. Yours, etc.,

I-1. G. KIRCIINER, Secretary-treasurer.
Mr. Kirchner emuphasises the fact that the new

association is up-to-date by sending us a first instal-
ment of six new inaines for Rxcviw. Hanover is in
the mîidst of a section thiat should mnake poultry a
leading feature.
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