8o writes the’ glen.t‘
the Churcl St. J érome,

“his'abodei 'in’ one- of the grottoes,
: n‘thplnce of “our Tiotd, . and for
"thu't years -devoted : himself to pmyer
asting, and the translation’ and exposition
the Scriptures.:. When tho dévout patri-
iun ady, Paula,:arrived’ nh “Bethlehem,
‘and first entered the' cavern; ‘ I heard her
declnre, ‘says St Jerome, ““:thit awith the
yes of faith she beheld theinfant wmpped,
- ',swaddlmo' clothes ‘and. ‘erying:in the |;
_nianger, . ‘she  sawthe Magi: adoring~ the
" Lord, t.he star . shining down, -the. Virgin
" Mother giving. suck, t‘ne shephelds who
-cime. by night ; and. in. her joy she -ex-
-claimed, H-ul Bebhlehem, house of bread,
‘mwluch was born the bread that came down

:1and, of which (‘od Himself is the, fruit.’”
. In those ‘days ‘was there a nation from
cwhich there came notmen to visit the holy
JPlaces¥ And .among the “multitudes of
_pilgrims - who have thronged. thither during
“the sibsequent fiftecn centuries, how many
h:we realized- the same blessed vision,; how
mzmy have had borne in upon them tho
conviction that ‘the events:of that starry

beeri 1ecorded and that on tho earth may
still be séen the veritablo spot; where ! the,
Word was made flesh 7 .

i Of all memorable places on thls chn.nfro-
ful pl‘meb of ours, there 18 surely fiono so
‘full of intense.interest, so aglow ‘with
- 8piribual fervor, as ‘this small ‘mountain
_village;, 'running enst ward along.the doublo
‘crest of the -white chalk ridgo, “which looks

" down.gver the olives and figs and vines of
- its' terraced. ‘slopes into’ the. sunny valley
wlwre Ruth, the benuhful gleaner, Followed

Tong-beforo

hmong’ ‘thorripd: Aprllvbarley

north of* the existing town,’ for there the
beloved, R’Lchel dled léaving the ¢ son of

Tiand’ of the patriarch in’ his bereaved old
age.
bom. Here amid the sohhudo of the bare
hills “lie lay out in the " watfches of .the
night,” under the sweet inflnences of -the
Pleindes and banded Orion and the seven-
starred M.wmroth. Here he l=d his flock
through “gréen pastures’ and beside

“.waters of rest.” Terehe took the lion by
Lhe beard, as one sees the Assyrian kings
take him in the sculptures, and slow him;
Hither, too, when the prophet  Samucl
visited -the - house of Jesse, he camo from
the sheepfolds; -‘ ruddy and of & benutiful
“gountenanco -and goodly to look to,’ and
was -anointed king in the midst of lns
b1 ethren.

Bethlehem was amonq bhe holy plnces
wlnclx excited the angry derision: of the
Rom wms.  * From Hadvian to Constantine,’
says "St." Jerome, ‘for a period of . About
.one hundred and eighty years, an imago of
“Jupiter: was adored. on the. site. of the
‘Resurrection, and on the Hill of the Cross
a-marble statue of Venus .was conscerated
by -the Gentiles ; theauthorsof persecution
“thinKing -that they would . deprive us of
our faith in the Resurrection and thé Cross

_§f :they . polluted .these holy .sités.. Our
.Bothlehem, that-most august spot in the
avorld;, ‘was: overshndowed by a grove of
" Tanmuz, and in the cavein.which the in-
“fnnt Ohrist wept women’ bew ailed tho dar-
“ling.of . Venus.” - :Some sixtoeil jroars: before
Terome.s time; however, -thé trees. whicli
screeped the:rites of this.obscene worship
..were uprooted,-und the splendid basilica of
‘St:;Helena;: the. mother “of; Consbuntme—
‘the.oldest ' ‘Christian church’ in existence—
“§prang. up. over the cavo of the Nativity:
#As. one .approaches: - Bethleliem ‘ono sees
vith wonder.the enormous- pile, grey with
'f-the wonthermq of centunes, and the Latin,
ree Arimeninn . ‘convents - massed
closely . about it.": Two of the: threo great
clhied ; gntew'tys ‘whicl: nponed into ‘the
Epicious’ porch were completely blocked up
ith stone* in ‘the days. when there was
vc'r from: Mohnmmed'm vmlence. .md in

i thmn plllars, wlncl

| time Churches; -the. lingage of-J oseph, and

“from ‘Heaven ; hail* Ephrata,” the fertile |

midnight actually happened as they havo _

. the: sickle- -men..of: Boaz .as they worked |-
"thn.hdylhc episods the regign was lmllowed X
/by. the. pillar which Jacob &et up to tho| f
her sorrow’ to become the * soti of thio right .'

Hero, too, Ruth’s great-grandson was |

stood i the’ porches of tlielast Temple'a
| Jerusaleni:y: but: little™ survives.- o
) ancient ‘splendor of the edifice.” - Time has,
| effaced the gilding and’ brilliant coloring of
the lugh pointed roof, and only fragments.
remain of the mosaies representing. t]:e old-

possibly scenes in the life of our Lord. " On:
the ‘pillars-inay yet: be- tmced seratchings.
of the crests of the warriors of the Crusades.
The choir. is- walled -off-from  the, body ‘of
the church and: divided into two chapels;
one- for: the Greeks;- the other - for. the
Armenians, - From each a splml stairenge
descénds” to the cavern where ‘unto us,a
child: was born.” . A" third stirease, hewn
in the rock, lendsfrom St Cnﬁherme ’s, the

the choir..- The pilgrim who descg‘nds by it.

le:|.

pnsses through an oblong chamber, at one’

tar "a.ppenred to ﬁho Milgi to ‘stand|
still;"and around t;lle marb ¢ slu.b one rends
t,ho mscrlptlon— B

ere Chmst Jcsus W1s bom of the
Vngm Mary., . '
7 Of all seasons “of the ; ye'u' the mosb ap-
propriate for. a visit to.the scene of the
Nafivity is the feast of Chmsmms, but it is
to'be feared that few of my readers would.
be seriously impressed by the ceremonial
which ‘attracts the vast concourse of “pil-
grims” and sightseers on that memoarable
night: . Could ono stand or kneel alone for
an 'hnur after ‘midnight "in that sacred
e,. 1t; mvrhb be possxble to come forbh

| " CHRISIMAS DY |
end of -‘which ho may seo the tombs of, bhc'
great Father Jerome,. St Paula, and lier
daughter Tustochium ; while at the other
lie mdy mount the three steps which give
access to the study—a. vault twenty feet
squ-u'o and niue high—of the translator.of
tho ¢ Vulgate.’ * Passing next the Altar of
the Innocents, which- marks the spot where
it is said the twenty thousand. children
murdered by the orders' of - Herod were
buried, -and other mtereshmg ‘objects “of
questlon'tblo authenticity, “the pilaerim
reaches at last, by a nilrrow and crooked
corridor, the western entrance of the cave.

And llero the Saviour. of .mankind was
born 1—in’this rude limestone rock-shelter,
which is about ten feet high and measures
thirteen. yards in ;width by five in depth,
and. which the pxety of the faithful has
‘encrusted and paved w1th Italian marble.
th;t;lo wondex that one's. healb Dbeats fnsb

‘figure of the divine child is:takeii'from the

| birth- night 1
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into the dayhzzhb with a renewed henrt

thh an utterable consciousness of the nedr-
‘mness of so much that often seems so - far
away. And yet who shall say that many a
life_ is-not brightened by the splendid
‘services which crowd the yuountain hamlet|:
‘at that.graciousand hallowed time? How.
many. a:heart. may be deeply. moved
among those close- packed rows of plersanb
‘Wonien in their .white eczwrs and men.in-
their gaily coloved mash’ luhs, as‘the waxen

altar and Jaid in thie:drins of the Patriarch,
and. the:procession, singing hyims as it}
‘goes, descendstlhie- rocky stmxc.xse to.the
cave,: whme the lmby imageis “laid on the
‘silver star:in the: plous memory of that old

-Thotigh: groups: of m'my n'xtlonahtles
g.xther at Bethlehem: at: Christmastide. the
contingent of Russum pxlwmms is: probnbly

; ' y
. | £ Therois lmrdly‘a vxllngem Russia,” writes
‘| Laure ]1

‘| denomination.:

- and child
| woollen -GBat

. | prompted Bur E
| legacies for the &qur
o Lm"hb when therd
[ to the” Holy 5 Land ¥
" breast of the * Good Sn‘ James
" | bore the heart of the Brueé on that'splendid

80!
| understand that feelmg, even. if he does
s not slmro it?

! 'leo thing tense undox -SOng ©

W luc i -

thero is not”

‘these shrmes to'a degreo_
unknown among. Chnstl'ms of any "other
There ‘i’ not a-" Russian’
pilgrim who visits J. emsw.lem who does not
hope that hie'muy live' to'see the day when
ib-will become a"Russian’ city, aud who
does not long"for. the call.to'a holy war,
‘the; obJect of which shall'be the’ excluswc
possession by Russia of- the “Churéh of tho
Holy. bepulchre and of the clty in which it .
stands.’, .~ ’
A cumous spectnc]e these‘pllwrlms pre-
sent” as, “headed by’ their: pope, with his"
strange brimless hat, his long -beard, ard-
ﬂowmg garments,” fhey wend their’ ‘way -
among the -rugged hills and ' under the
ardent sl§os 2of Pulestmo—men, women,

niglothed in furicaps and thiel”

“and bearmg their bundles
ecess.mes. I their bosoms
jusingm” as- that which
fish anceéstors Lo leave

of housekfs
burn the By

1id beé a pl]"nanc
2 h frlowed in the
when he

Jbut fatal journey to_the East..
And who can mnrvel that it should be”
Who, indeed, is theroe that does nobt

THE CHRISTMAD I’ILGRIM AGE

(BD’I‘I{L‘EHDM Yoo
\\'lmt mcans this wmtmg throng? o

W hcnco luwc thoso woeary, w a.y-worn wundcrersr

- coino? k
Wh\' rises, in strango tongues, tho oxpcctanh
“hum, .

\J

'ho’joyalFordan: voices in the spmng-~
Till Hcrmon hearkens, lcnmng grandly down
And w cn.rmg still his shimrering snowy ‘erown?;

*-Soon will these murmuring lips with ardor-sing,’
“1:And soon Lhesc htted faces; wan or brown, [

.I'Glow into w orslnp that is rapturing. ’

2 Baclk will-be thrown fho consecrated door,

And thcn theso feet, from many n dist:mt ghore,’ .
Be privileged to press, thc ho.]lo“ ed ﬂom‘

w hy have they come,—the lmrdy mouutu.mocl
From Lcbanon's : cedars - and then‘ checkered
shada? ’
The merchant and the snowy-mnntlcd mmd
Who holds great Nilus dear?:

I hy have they come,—the men with rcstlcss eycs
And pailid chegks that tell of norland skies? -
Why have they come,—the Lntin and tho Greck?,
Do 1nlgnms thus this snnctumy sool\

Becnuse twas here ’

For yenr-on flery year:

Tho red carth drank

The dclugcd blood of Paynim and ot Frank?

‘Or do they surgo to sce

The antique symmetry ;

Of springing arch and earven plllnr ﬂno,

i .| In this old holy houso of Constn.ntmo?

Alh,/'no! ah, no! 'To them the memory

Ol waris not, and monarchs play, no pmb
Inany thol'.ght that stirs'an cager hem't

‘They have no eyes toseo '

‘A singlo gmcetul groining.. W hnr, care thcy

If here, upow a bygone Chmstnns-Dny

The King-crusader, Baldwin; took his cxo“ 1!
‘Or'what to them tho saint of blest renown’

In yonder scpulchre, now cmmblmg clay! .
“Their patient feet ong precious spot would. Press,
Their yearning eyes would Jovingly caresy

The time-dulled silver star -

Sunk deep within the pavement, footfall-\\ orn .
“Hero, of the Virgin Mary, Christ was born;’
They z‘cad these mlgmms who )un'o ploddcd tm -

’I‘hcy rcud and passiand pondcr Fow ¢onseo
Tho tiny chnpel and the aim-lit ghrine,

-And feol no uhnl] despito-the: mummor;,

Of sgmething moré divine - .
‘Within the breast, than over pulscd befow
Thenlot us pilgrims be .

Upon this sacred day wo all ndoro! R
-Although our ‘inortal feet touch ot the ﬂoor
Although our.mortal oyés mny nob bchold
Our spirits may take flight, | )
And with immortal sxghh . ;
Sumd whcro ‘thie pmycr[ul wise-men stood of old
In ecstnsy of adoration;when - - :
They saw- Ihc Saviour of the sons oE mcn. ;
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