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ORTIiERN 7 MESSENGER ~Ll
CHRISTMAS IN BETHLEHEM.

G-WivOD I"SUI)A 2tAGAZINE.,

Bt to come1o .the ittle amlet beré
r i s orn shai the ords

ta escri to u thé Cave of the Saviour
nd that manger %v wiil little babe

cr.e is t' bo honoredby î sience rather
than.by rveak vords.' Sowriïs the'great

ibl eal Flteriofte Church, St. Jerorne,
wiô t tie clos f the -foutth century
t Ili up bis bede ii one of the grottoes

ear the birthylace of our Laiod,.; and for
thiity vears devoted : himself to prayer,
fasxng and the;translation and exposition
of tho Scriptures. When th devout patri-
oian lady, Paula, arrived at Bethleheni
and.irst entered the caveri, 'I h'eard lier
dclare,'says .St.'Jeromne, tlhat with the
.yes of faith site hel1eld the ii faht vrapped
in swaddling clothes and crying in the
imianger, she saw the Magi adoring tli
Lord, the'star. sbining down, the Virgin
Mother giving. suck, the shpherds who
came by night ; and in her joy .sic ex-
claimed, ' Hail, Bethlehem, house of bread,
inwhichwas born the1bread that.came down
fiomn H1eaven -; hiil' Epiratit, tic fertile
land, of which od Himself is tio fruit.'"
In those days 'wns tliero a nation fromn
which there came net men tO visitthe holy
glaces? And among. the -inultitudes of
pilgrimswho have thronged thither during
tlie subsequent fifteen centuries, how many
bav realized. the saine blessèd vision,. how
inaÿ~ .have had borna in upon them the
cônviction" tiat tho events:of that starry
nidnight .actually happened as they havo

lee-i recorded, and that ontho earth inay
stili be séen the veritablo spot wlhere the,
Word vasnmade flesh 1'

Of all memorable places on this.change-
ful planet of ours, thcrO ie surélv iono se
full of intense .interest, so aglow - vith
äþiritual fervor, as this small unountà.in
village;'running east ward> aloug. the double
crest of the white chalk ridÉo, which looks
âown ver the olives and figs and vines of
its terraced slopes Into the sunny valley
Ú eore Ruth, the.beautiful gleaner, followed
ihe sicle-ome iofBaz as tley. vorked
Modto r'p Aprilar1ey. Loñigbeforo

that idylli:ôpisodo the regi9n was hallowed
by the pillar wiich Jacob set up to the
northiof the existing town; for there tic
belovéd Rachel: died, leaving the son of
hersorrow'to become the 'sófi of the riglt
band' of the patriarch in his bereaved ld

ge. Here, too, Ruth's great-grandson w.as
born. Home amid the solitude of tbe bare
liills lie lay out in tic wfches of tic
nigt; under tel sweet infineunces of ·the
Pleiades and banded Orion and tho sevon-
starred Mazzaroti.' - Hre he kd his floc:
througlh ' green pastures' and beside
,waters of rest.' Herehe toock th lion iy
the beard, as one sees tho Assyrian hin-g
tâi.e him in the sculptures, and slow h1imni
Hither, too, wien the prophet Samuel
visited .the house of Jesse, he camto froin
the sheepfolds, 'ruddy and of a beautifuil
Founterianco and goodly to look to,' and
'as anointed king in the muidst of huis
brothrén.

Bethlehem was among the holy places
:1hich excited theangry derision: of tie
Romans. ' From Hadrian ta Constantine,'
yays St. Jerome, 'for a period of -àbout

noe iundred and eigity yeurs, an image of
Juipiter. was adored on the site. of tie
Resurrection, and.on the Hill of the Cross
a:niarble statue of*Venus .was consecrated
ythe Gentiles ; the authorà of persecution

thin(ing that they wàuld deprive us of
our'f-aith in the Resurrection and thé Cross
if;:they polluted .these boly sites. . Our
BethlIeheni that- most august spot in the

orld was. overshadowed by a grova of
Tauumuz; añd in tie cave'in which the in-
faut Ch.ist vept women beiailed the dar-
liiàcgf Veiius.' Some sixteenicuasbfore
Jerouses tite, liowever, .thé. trocs, which
icrcepedtlto erites of this .obscene worship
were uprooted,adtidthe splendid basilica of
St.Heliena, the.inother of'Cônstantine-
the oldest Christian .churchlin existence-
sprang up oyer th cavo of the Nativity.
As ne .approaches Bethleli6m one sees
withwonderthse.enormous pile, grev witi
thé iwatlering of centuries, and the Latin,
Gcik ndArnenian coieints . assed
lösély bdutit; Two of thoethree geat
rclied; aways which oponed into the
paciotis forch were côniple.tély biocked .up

vîith stn in the days. when there. was
ldan er from Mohanimedan violence, and in

lthe third o ih low narow on-; andone's eyes-gowdim t.thevvid rec..
trance has beri olef L O1lleti> of thatr marvellous birthlnigit

Thie interiorof tlie chuticno'sist_ iùiite6 con:iesg, attie si hof tiat
nave and'fóú-isiéti uppertéd y Cörii snållasemicircar'niche ith it rmuy: of

unin: sIirs w*tsaaroasu -e sav e l IiiI? ums uitd dîu UuiI h iu

'i t pill r ,lil L re said t .haye ooqstdod in tule porches of the last nTem eat
Jerusaleun l-ibttlittie <urvives o f thue
anciéntsplendor of theedifice. Time fias
effacéd tie gilding and:brilliant cOIoring of,
the high pointed rof, and oiily fragents
remain of the nosaics representng tho old-
tiiñe Churches, the line;ge òf Jo.seph, and
possibly scenes in the life of. qir Lard. On
the pillars -iay yet be- traced scratchings
of the crests of the warriors cf ti Crusades.
The choir- is-walled'off'from the body of
the churcît and divided into two chapels;
one for the Gi-eoks, the otlier for theé
Arnenians. From euaih a spiral staircase
descënds ta the cavern ivhere 'unto usa
child vas born.' . A third stilircasa, leivn
in th rock, leads froni St. Cuflerine's, the
church of the Latins, on tte:iforth'side of
the choir. The'pilgrin wio desiendsby it
passes througi an oblong chanib,ê at one

si Pz rr g-in i0
the silver star _or thé pavernent. lj: t
str rimiarst tl poi'st intheànb ñiërs
Hi s tar .appèared te the Mugi to a s .
stili and around the maible elab anc readà
th inscription-

le DL' MGINE: MARA JEsUS CHRISTUS NATUS
ES11T.

'Hore Christ Jcsus - was borii.of tie
Virgin Mary.,

0f all easons of the year the most ap-
propriate for n visit to the scenle of th
Nutivity is tise fcast of liristinss, but it is
to he feared that few of Iy render would
le seriously impressed by th cerenonial
wriibli attracts tise vast concourse of pil-
gri.is and siglitseers on tiat nenmorablo
nsight Could ona stand or knseel alone for
an. sou after rmidniglt in that anéred
caye, it might ho possible ft) coule forth

CIRISTMAS'D .Y IN DETHLEHEMl.

end of which ho inay see the tombs of the
great Father Jeronie, St. Pauli, and lier
daughter Eustochium ; while at the other
he imay mnount the three stops vhich give
access to thc study--a vault twenty foot;
squaro and niiie high-of the translatorof
the 'Vulgate.' Passing next the Altar of
the Innocents, which marks the spot vhere
it is said tho twenty thousand childrei
mùrdered by the orders of Horod were
buried, and othe-r interesting objects of
questionalilo authenticity, tho pilgrim
reaches at last, by a náirrow and crooked
corridor, tho western entrance of the cave.

And her the Saviour of >mankind was
born 1-in'this rude limnestone rock-shelter,
which is aboutten feet higl and measures
thirteen yards iiiwidth by five in dépth,
and which the pietyof tlie faithful has
encrusted and paved with Italian marblo.
Little wolnder that one's hear beats fast

'into the daylight with a renewed heart,
witli an utterable coiiscioùuness of the near-
ness of so niuch that, of ton seeins se far
away. And y.et who shall say that mnahy a
'life is -n ot brigtened by the splendid
services which crowd the mountain liaillet
at that.gractious and'hallowed.timiîe i How.
many: a heart. may ho deeply mnoved
amo.ng thoie close-pancked rows of pleasant
%'ounen ini their:.white céZemrs andiien in-
their gaily coloreod nush'lasi as 'the waxen
figcure of the divine child is:takenffrom the.
altar and liid iin tie rmis of the:Pat.riarch,
andi the procession, singing hymnns as it
goes, desce'nds the rocky starciise to the
cave, where&th'e baby iinageis laid on the
silve' star in the piou's·meniory of that old
birth-iight I .

Thoiigh: groups of many.. nationalities
gatherat Bethlehem:at:Christmastidç, thé
contingent of Russian pilgrims is pi-obably

tie most nunerous fl The number
whovitthe iò ýlucesainuu11y was set

dodif'a -ear or two ôàg t fie, thoùsand,
aiidSit is saidt6 he constantlyinicreasing.
Théri~ aurda villéil Russin' writes

'Laur~ence Oli bzut'navhiciï there is not
t:o be'fotiai bàttlëdfffordaîiwatèe In-

de'edatle .Hol'Cit 1aÿá -à, '*ëgater pa t il
the qréeki religiun tlan it .does. in tho
Latin, and1 t'e affeatianss ftic Orthodox
are centred b teies* shrinïes to a degree
nknen 'VIa Oig Ùhristiai of any ether

denomination. Thore ih net a Russian
pilgriin ho visits Jerusalem who does not
liope tintieniay live to àee the day when
it vill becorne a Russian citya, usd who
does not long för the call ta a holy war,
the object cf which shallbe the exclusive
possession by Russiaoftb Churõh of the
Holy. Sepulchre and cf the city in which it
stands.'.

A curions spectacle these pilgrims pre-
sent as headed by their pope, .with bis
strange brimnless at, his long beard, and
flowing garments, they wend ticir way
among the -rugged bills and under the
ardent skies 'of Palestino-nien, women,
and childl' lothëd in fur: caps and thick
woollen o and hoaring their hundles
of housel', Y ccessaries.- lu their bosoms
burn the i e^ usnsisi as that which
proipted ú•ý1ýr E sh anicestors ta leavo
legacies for the e un ut of saine -sturdy
Iciglht whenus tier ho hé a pilgrimago
ta the' Holy Land h i glowed i tli
breast of tic Good Sir Jaimsle i' lhe
bore the heart of the Brucô on tiat splendid
but fataljourney to the EIst..

And who can mairvel that it should be
se ? Who, indeed, is tiera that does not
uderstand thait feeling, oven if he does
not share.it ?

THE CHRISTMAS PILGRIMAG.
- (BETIILEHEXM.)

What incans this waiting tihrong I
Wlinco hava theso wary, way-worn wanderers

coinie
Why riscs, in strango tangues,- tho expectant'

hum,
Liko that teiso under-song
Thiojoyfîl:'Jordn voices iii the sprinigZ.
Till Herniü'h hearkens.:icïing graiidly down
And wciring stili his shimni eiing snowy croiv 
Soi wili thsese murmuring lips wits ardor.sing
Anud soon tiese lifted faces; wan or browr, j

Glow into worship that is rapptring.
Back will.be thrown the consocrated door,
And- thon these feet, from miany a distant shore
Bo privileged ta press the hallowed fleor.

Why have they com,--the hardy mountuiner
From Lcbanon!s . cedars - and their checkcred

shade i
Tho merchant and the snowy-nantld maid
Who holds grat Nilus dear?
vly liavo they corme,-the mon with restless eycs

And pallid cheks that tell of norland skies?
Why havc thcy come,-the Latin and thç Grock?
Do pilgrims thus this sanctuary soek
Becauso'twas hera
For' year on flery year
Tho red earth drank
The deiiged blood of Payimiu and of Franlc 7
Or do thcy surgo te sc
The antique symmctry
Of springing arcli and carven pillar file,
En this old holy houso of Constantino

Ah,no I ah, no! .To thein the iemory
Of war is not, and monarcis play. le part
In any th.onght that stirs-ai eagr heart. -

They haic- no eyes te seo
A single graceftil groining.. What care they
Ef here. ispon- a bygono Christnas-Day,
Tho IZiig-crusader, Baldwini took his-crownt
Or what te thei the saint 6£ blest renown
In yonder.sepulchre, now crumbling clay!
Tieir patient feet one precious spiot would press.
Tlhcir yearning eyes wold lcvingly caress
Tlic time-d.uilled silver star
Stunk.deep within the pavmnt, footfil-wo.rn
Heoro, of the Virgin Mary, Christ wîas borni,

They read,.these pilgrims who lave plodddfar

They read and pass.and ponder. Fow çan sec
Tho tir chap.l and tho dimln -itshriino,
And fcoliho thrill, despite-tie nninery,
Of som,îething more divine
Within the breast.than ever pulsed before.
Tion lot us pilgrinis be .
Upon this sacred day -we all adore I
AlLhough our inertal feet touch hpt the floor,
Althouîgh our.niortal cycs mîny net bceld.
Ouir spirits may take flight,
And %vith immortnI siglit
Sind.wltero tho.p'i'yerfiil wisc-mecn stood of old
In ccstasy ot.adoration, whent
Thuey saw the Savioir of the sonsof men.
-By Clinton Scollara. .
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