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NORTHERN MESSENGER,

- BESSIE GRAHAM’S NEW YEAR'S
RESOLUTIONS. -
BY. KATE 8. GATES, :. )

Bessie Grahan sat belore the cheery grate

fire in the library, waiting for the teabellto |.

ring. It was New Year’s Eve, and Bessie
was thinking very carnestly. Dr. Deane
had preached impressively to the young

‘people of his cougregation yesterday, and

Miss Grover spoke seriously to her class in’
Sabbath school. .

Bessie had been thinking about it all day
and wondering what she could do, Some.
how she did not feel inclined to consult her
mother, for, “very likely,” she said to her-
self, “manuna would tell me to resolve for
one thing that when I swept my room I1'd
be sure to sweep the corners clean. OF
course I mean to be very faithful about
everything, but who would ever think of
making New Year’s resolutions about such
comtuon-place things? I wish that I knew
some poor folks to visit, or that mamma
would let me take a class in the mission-
school. 1t would beso delightful to bave
the clildren love me, and perhaps when they
were grown up they wonld come and thank
me fur the good I had done them. Perhaps
if I ask mamma once more, she will let me,
aud DIl ask Miss Groverifshe doesnot know
of some poor folks that I can visit or work
for. 1 could—"

“ Bessie, whereare you 77 called Tom from
the hall.

¢ Oh, dear!” thought Bessie to herself, as
she answered fretfully ; #I do wish that Towm
would let me have a little peace once in a
while ; e is always wanting something,”

I say, Besk,” said Tow rather hesitating-
ly. “Would youmake candy with Joe and
me to-uight ¥’

“No,” said Bessie, decidedly. “I have
something else to do, and then I can’t endure
that Jo¢ Turner.”

“Well he’s got enough sight better sister

that I have, any way. Carrie will do any-
thing he wants her to,” said Tom.

“Then have Joe ask her to make the
candy, if she can find amusement with two
such rough, saucy boys. I'm willing, I’'m
sure,” replied Bessie, .

Just then_ the tea bell rang, and Tom
obeyed the summons with a sullen, angry
face ; but Bessie never once noticed it ; she
was so busy wondering if shecould persuade
wamma to let her take that class.

Aiter tea Tom went directly off some-
where, but Bessie did not notice that either.
If he bad ounly been a member of that nis-
sion class, for instance, she would have been
very much concerned about him, but as long
as he was ouly her brother, she wasnot will-
ing to exert herself inthe least to keep him
away from the street, and the companions
he would be likely to meet there,

“Where’s Tom ¥’ asked mawma, the first
thing, when she came in from her ride to
grandpa’s,

“I'm sure Ido not know,” replied Bessie,
“I haven’t seen him since supper.”

Mamma looked troubled.” It was after
nine, and she did not like her boy wandering
about the streets.

“Couldn’t you have kept him at home,
Bessie 1

I suppose Ieould if I wouldamuse him,
but I can’t be bothered with himall the time,
Why don’t he amuse himself

Mamma turned away with a sigh, and just
then papa came in,

“ Where's Tom 1 was his query instantly,

“Out somewhere, Bessie does not knaw
where.  Why 7 asked mamma, anxiously,
for papa seemed very much disturbed,

“Oh, nothing very particular, only some
of the boys have goveto the river skating,
and I do not think it is quite safe. Tom is
over at Joe’s, I presume. D’ll step over and
see, :

Mamma’s face grew very white, and even
Bessie listened . anxiously for papa’s return.

When he came he only stopped at the door.

“He isn’t there, and they do not know
whether he went to the river or not. Sam
Turner wanted him to, they think, I guess
'l go down and see.”

But before papa was down the steps, Joe
came rushinﬁ up with a white face,

* Somebody’s drownded in the river, and
they are bringing him up—and Jack Peters
thinks—it’s—Tom.”

Papa went down the street like a flagh.
Mamma tried to steady herself by the stair-
case. Bessie burst into tears, and cronched
down at her feet.

“Oh mamima, mamma, it’s all my fault !
he wanted me to make candy, and T wouldn’t
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because I was dreaming, just as I always am,
of what I'was going to do. Can you ever
forgive me 7’ S

But mamma could only kiss her with
trembling lips,and then they stood insilence,
hand clagped in hand, and waited,

Itseemed hourstoBessie. How could she
bearit - '

“And to think I thought I was good
enough to teach a class! I’m too wicked
tolive. Isballneverbé happy again—never:
Oh, if T could only have Tom back again,
I would do anything in the world for bim !
But I'never can do anything now. I have
just 8s good as killed him.” _ o -

Just then there was thesound of a familiar,
merry whistle, the door opened, andjin
walked—Tom, without the slightest symp-
tomn of being “ drownded.” .

“0 Tom, is it you 1’ cried Bessie.

“Tisn’t anyone else that I know of,” re-
plied Tom. )

“And weren’t you in the river at all ¥’
agked mamuma,

*“Not that I know of. Haven’t been
there anyway. The boys wanted me to go,
but I thought that you would not want me
to. What’s up, any way 17

Before mamma and Bessie could finish
their story, papa came in, and said that one
‘of ‘the boys had broken through, but was res-
cued alive,

“0 Tom,” said Bessie, putting qf) her
tear-stained face for a kiss, “if you will for-
wgive me for being cross to-night, I’ll make
condy or do anything whenever you want ;
but don’t get drownded ! .

“Not much I won’t, if I can help it, and
it will be awfully jolly 4f you will do things
once in a while,”.

“I've got just the best sister in the world,”
said Tom a long time after. - .

But Bessie never mentioned the mission
class to her mother.~—Zion’s Herald.
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CLUB RATES.

Tue Crus Rares for the “MESSENGER,”

when sent to one address, are as follows :—

1copy, =- - = - " 30 cents
10 coples - - - -$ 2560 .
25coples- - - - - 600
50 copies- - - - - 1150
100 copies- - - - - 2200

1,000 copies- . - - - 200 00
Jorx Dovaars & SoN,
Publishers, Montreal,
R ——————

MonTREAT DALy Wirness, $3.00 a year,
post-paid. MonTrEAL WEEKLY WITNESS
$1.00 a year, post-paid. WEEKLY MESSEN-
GER, 50 cents ; 5 copies to one address, $2.00.
Jorn Dovears & Sow, Publishers, Montreal,

Que.

OUR BOOK LIST!
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We repeat the list of the books  which we
are giving this season as premiums to our
workers. To the person who sends us FIVE
NEW SUBSCRIPTIONS, or ten rerewals,
ab the regular price of 30c per copy, we will
give, as may be preferred, ‘

Lite of Oliver Cromwell (Edwin Paxton Hoed); Briet
Biowraphies (Samuel Swmiles) ; or Tom Brown at
Rugby (Thomas Hughes),

" To'the person sending s TEN NEW SUB-
SCRIPTIONS, or tweuty renewals, we offer
the choice of the following ;—

Fifteen Decisive Battles (E. S. Creasy); Longfcllow's
Poems ; Bryant's Poems; Whittier’s Poems ;
Child's History of England (Dickens): Bun-
yan's Pilerim’s  Progress; llans Andersen’s
Stories ; Stepping Heavenward (Elizabeth
Prentiss); The Wide, Wide World, (Susan War-
ner); Queechy (Susan Warner); Uncle Tom's
Cabin (Harriet Beecher Stowe). . ¢

For FIFTEEN NEW SUBSCRIPTIONS,
or thivty rencwals,"we will send one of these
books :—

Tom Brown at Rugby, netter cdition, (Thomas
Hughes); Tennyson's Poems; Burns' Poems ;
Jean Ingelow's Poems ; Sir Walter Scott’s
Poems ; The Discoveryand Conquest of Mexico
(iNustrated) ; The Conquest of Peru (illustra-
ted): The Discovery of America (iHustrated) ;
The Enrly Days of Christianity ' (Farrar); Life
of Gordon (Forbes),

Those who send us TWENTY NEW SUB-
SCRIPTIONS, or forty renewals, may choose
one of the following :—
lustrated Natural Uistory (J. G. Wood); Story of

Willinm the Silent and the Netherland War
(Mary Darrett); Life of Queen  Victorin, illus-
trated, (Grace Greenwood); Cyclopmdia of
Eminent Christians, illugtrated, (John Frost,
LL.D.); Fox’s Book of Martyrs (ilustrated);
Anna Marin's  Ilouse-keeping (Mrs, S. D,
Power); The Reviged Bible.

FOR FORTY NEW SUBSCRIPIIONS,
or eighty renewals, we will give either
Hake's Life of Gordon ; Doré's Bible Gallery; The Boy's
’ King Arthur (Sidney Lanier) ; Lvery Man His

Own Mechatiic (Nlustrated); or The Revised
Bible (with maps).

We expect to have to send off a large quan-
tity of these books, asthey caunot fail to find
favor with the many workers for the Aessen-
ger. Eachlist should be headed with the
words, ¢ For Premium.” All of the above
books are well bound, and are worthy of a
place in any library.

- %A HAPPY NEW YEAR 7

The record of the “old your” is now
closed-—the Jast sandain the hour-glassha e
run.. He has laid bimself down to die—-thé(
midnight ‘clock has struck,—his mission
ended, and we hail the New Year with f43,
and-earnestly wish ourreaders a happy an
prosperous one, o

will he pleased with the changes we are’
making in this paper as well as with the
fact that they will sce it oftener this year
than ~ ever before; for instead of being
published semi-montbly it will henceforth
be issued fortnightly, thus giving the sub-
seriber two extra numbersin the year, with.
out, however, increasing the cost.

The above facts, coupled with the pre
miums we are giving to our workers, should
very materially increase this paper’s circula-
tion. .

NOTICE TO SUBSCRIBERS IN THE
UNITED STATES.

Our subscribers throughout the United
States who cannot procare the inlernational
Post Ollice orders at their Post Office, can
get, instead, a Post Oflice order, payable at
Rouse’s Point, N. Y., which will prevent
much inconvenience both to ourselves and

to subscribers.
—_——

Wx SnouLd REGARD the preacher, what-
ever his faulty, as 2 man sent with a mes-
sage to us, which it is a matter of life and
death whether we hear or refuse ; as o man
set in charge over many spirits in danger of
1ain, with but an hour or two in the seven
days to speak to them ; but thirty minutes at
a time to get at the hearts of a thousand
men, when, breathless and weary with the
weeks’ labor, they give him -this interval of
imperfect and languid hearing ; but thirty
minutes to convince them of all their weak-
nesses, to shame them of all -their sins, to
warn them of all their dangers, to try by
this way and that to stir the hard fastenings
of those doors where the Master himself bas
stood and kuocked, and none opened ; but
thirly minutes in which to'raise the dead.—
John Rushin. :
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GRATEFUL-COMFORTING.

COCOA

BIG OFFER. ToIntroduce them
wo will give away 1,000 Sclf-operating Washing
Machines. If yon want onesond us your name, B, O, anc
express ofice ab once.
THI: NATIONAT: CO., 23 Dey strock, N.Y,
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“ 1 should not lik o iiss any t_!l‘s," :
writes an English Indy,roferring to theiNort :

¢ ¢ people hut the parents.
895
¢ like them, and Iennsend *
. houses where I know somo’i’?)'fﬁgth
i drink to oxcess, but where I KR ‘
¢ would he taken weraI to try to introduco n :
¢ temperancetract.” Thusisthisinterestingnud ;2
¢ instructive little illustrated papor—only 30 a %
t year—n power for good wherover it goes, :

'WE WANT AGTIVE AGENTS
TO BELL THE
Renner Combined Alarm ami Door Beln

in gvery county in the United Stutes nnd Caundn.  George
C. Owens, Modests, Cul, says: * I have eanvassel one
doy and took 22 orders.” In same letter he ordered two
gross,  'Wm, McKin, of Grand Haven, Mich,, rays : *“ he
took 13 orders in 10 hours.” Profit ou Iell, $2.50.” In our
BXTRAORDINARY OFrER to Agents we agrec to take
back ull Bells unsold, it the Agent fails to clear $125.00 in
30 days Illustrated Circulars gent free.  Address

RENNER MANUFACTURING Co., Pittsburg, Pa,

THE NORTHERN MESSENGFER isfprinted and pub~
lished every fortnight nt Nos, 321 and 323 St. James
streot, Montreal, by JORN -DougALL & Sox, com-

osed of John Dongall, and J. D, Douenll, of New
ork, nnd John Redpath Dougall, of Montreal,

We hope that our friends new and ol




