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Christiunity, and thus compromised the cause whi(_:h
they were boundto defend ; like a feeble and timid
ussailant, who, 1arcinated by the eye of the mon-
star which be should destroy, opposes but a weak
vesistauce, till bie is at last drawn within his f:atnl
voil. X.

IIUSENBLFIL'S DREFENCR OF THL CATHOLIC
CHURCH. .
Continued.

Fhaing # thrown off allallegiance to the Chris-
tian cligion, though ftried,” ho says, ““lo enjoy
myseland éndulge my desires, 1 could fiud neither
happinss nor comfort. I lived ten yearsin the!
mest wniched and distressed state of mind ; no-
thing ewa. wanting 1o 5.y being happy but the li-
" berty of declaring my opinioas.” Whatever,
then, had ben his previous conduct, it is avowed
here that he dandoned bimself to licentiousness
when he lad forsaken his faith, This is ell :n
character ; buthow coraes Mr. White to say now,
—now that ho jrufesses to be a christian and a
Church of Englaid minister—thatin that deplora-
hle ubyss of infilelity and vicious indulgence,
nothing was wanting to his being happy but the
liberty of declaring \js opinions? Does, this tell
well for his siucerity and reciitude at {present, to
declare thus to the wawring christian that be may
plunge into infidelity wnd immorality, and yet

nothing will binder him tom being heppy, pro-l Roman Catholic to their live’s end. A Roman
vided he can declare his opiions freely 2 Oh, wel Cathalic who is not protected by Protestants laws,

compelled to be a hypocrite 7 Would any mind,
with a single principle ¢f natural rectitude left, with
any sense of honour and sincerity remaining, have
consented to pursée a lengthened course of decep-
tionlike this? No : better a thousand times, and
more honourable, to exposes himself to peril, than
1o become the base deceiver of thousands of unsus-
pecting Christians. Hé pretends to have been
afraid of the Inquisition, and is vesy loud about the
tyranny of the Church of Rome ; but it comes out
that another reason weighed heavier—the fear of
afflicting his parents ; for he tells us, what any one
could readily see—that he could have gone to
North America, but the love of his parents witheld
him ; so that rather than grieve his parents, he re-
mained a hypocrite. It is not unlikely that his
clerical emoluments had a stronger hold upon an
infidel than filinl affection ; and when the French
came at last, and put his revenues in jeopardy, and
all things in confusion, he probably moved off, for
the best of all reasons—%because he was obliged.

Mr. White, inhic book for the lower classes,
paints in fearful colours the Inquisition and the ty-
ranny of the Church of Rome. He always puts re-
ligious tyranny in italics, and illusirates it by such
strokes as the following :—<The Popes of Rome
believe that they bave a right {o oblige all men
who have been baptised by their priests, to continue ‘-

most horrible system of tyranuy, is saying o great
deal more than Mr. W, would be able 1) prove -
and he does nnt attempt to support it by any proof.
excepta vehement declamation against the Inquisi-
tion. This is lcading his readers falsely {o ima-
g-ne that the Inquisition is on essential companion
of Catholicity, that we cannot bo true Catholics,
without appioving its alleged crueltics. These are
monstrous misrepresentations, as a few plain state-
ments will abundantly shew,

That the Inquisition is no part of our Religion.
i3 munifest from the plain facts, that the Catholic
Rehgion existed 1,200 years in every part of the
globe, withoutany tribunal of the kind ; that there
are very mwany countries in which it was never es-
tablished, though the Catholic Faith flourished in
them ; and that the Popes, with all the religious
tyranny with which Mr, W, reproaches them, never
refused to acknowledge the Catholics of those coun
tries.equally with those who had an Inquisition.-
Few, if any Catholics in France or in this king-
dom, will praise the Inquisition or its procecdings .
but so many falschoods and exaggerations have
been propagated against that tribunal, that it is but
just to distinguish truth from falsehood in its ve-
gard. -

Qle Inquisition, as all history teslifies was
never established in any kingdom, but by the cun

do not envy the Church of England such a paich-|jis all over the world a slave. 'The Roman Catho-
up proselyte ! These are only stronger evidences|/lic religion in itself, and such as the Pope would!
against his boasted purity of morals before his in-|lmake it all over the world, ifthere were no Pro1cs-‘
fidelity. He never learned in the bosom of the |itantlaws to resist it, is the most hotrible system of !
Catholic Church, that infidelity and vice couldjtyranny that ever opposed the welfare of man.”—'
give any real happiness to their doluded vietums 31 Could not Mr. White cantent himself at least with!

or that hiberty of declaring their opinions is all
that is required to make such men huppy.

Ten years Mr. White spent, acting daily as a
minister and promoter of a religion in which he
did not believe ; and when the various duties of

a Catholic priest are considered, a more complete i

instance of hypocrisy and deception can searce be
imagined than that to which Mr. White pleads
guilty. During those ten years, he must have of-
ten recited and sung the Divine office in prblic at
least—in private, of course, he did not wear out
many breviaries,~~he must have pretended many
hundred times to say Mass, deceiving thousands of
sincere Catholics, who little thought they were
assisting at a diabelical imposture, for most prob-
ably he omitted or nullified the most sacred parts
of the sacrifice, and could bave had no serious in-
tention at any time.  He must hiqve preached and
pretended fo enforce what his heart affected to de-
ny—he must havereceived the most sacred confi-
dence of many souls in the tribunal of confession
and how crue! was the imposition he practised up-
on their confiding candour! He probably was
called to prepare the sick and dying for the most
awful passage to eternity ; and the mind shud-
ders at (ke thought of poorsouls inthe straits
of death being at the merey of a wolf in sheep’s
clothing. Does Mr. W. thinks he can finda pal-

the truth ; and not thus outrageously vilify and mis-|’
'represent the religion of hisfathers ? Fe knewy
very well whep he wrote, that the Popes of;
Rome belicve no such thing as that they have!
aright to oblige people to continue Romani
Catholics. The Popes have no scparate ar-|
ticles of faith from those of the Catholic!
Church throughout the world ; and Mr, W, well:
ltmows that he can produce no shadow of proof
that such an absurd tenet was ever believed by
the Catholic Church. ‘That Cbhurch has ever;
believed it ubligatory upon her to use every means|
which the Gospel puts into her hands to keep her-
children from being seduced by falso teachers ;i
namely, the means of exhortation, reproof, and alt,
such correction as is consistent with personal liber-
ty ; butitis no part of Catholic Faith, that people;
are tobe any other way obliged to continue in her,
communion, Mr. White knew, too, thot a Catho-
lic isnot a slave ail over the world, whero there arc,
no Protestant laws to protect him.. e kuew that,
English Catholics were truly free before the very,
name of Protestants was heard of ; and, alas! he
was not ignorant that Protestant laws, so far from,
protccting them, have made them slavesin their
ownland, There are no Protestant laws in Frauce, |
nor in many other countries of the globe, where,
Catholics are very far from being slaves. To say |

tiation for his impostures in pretending that ke was

that the Roman Catholic religion in itsclf; is the!
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sover..gn. It isessentipl to Leep this point stea-
dily in view, for declaimers against the Inquisi-
tion always concealit; and Mr, White, like the
rest, tries to make it believed {latitis soldly
the Pope’s Tribunal; ‘“established > he says
“kept up, and managed by andunder the Pope's
authority?® But if this were the case, it would
be natural that in Rome, where the Pope is ab
solute sovercigan, spiritual and temporal, de
Inquisition would be the most cruel and sangui
nary, whercas the contrary is awell known fact.-

Thp Roman Inquisition is the mildest ofall,
no example is recorded of its punishing any ore
with death ; and if Mr. White had been sincere.
jhe would not have writtena charge so triumph
ianlly contradicted by this striking fact. ‘fle
many Lnglish that have visited Rome will testiy
that Protestants can cnjoy perfect liberty ané
securily therc, and even assemble for their cwn
worship without fear of the Inquisition.  After alt,
when a Spaniard is reproached with the rigeurs
of the Inquisition, he iay reply, that far less
blood has been shed by all the Inquisitions ever
established, than has flowed in France and Ger
many, from wars in the cause of religion ; and
that the Inquisition has, at least, secured Spain
from the poison of infidelity, which kas infected

almost cvery other nation of Europe. There is
little doubt, but that if once those who profess in
be Atheists and Deists became our masters, they
would establish an Inquisition more rigourcus
than that of Spain, aguinst those who retained
any respect for religion ; witness the horrors of the
French Reyolution; witness the sentence of
Rousscau, in Lis Contrat Social, upon any one who
would not qct conformably withhis Civic Religion:
Let him be punished with death ! ..
To be coxureed

seut, and sometimnes even at the requesls of its -
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