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government is actuated ; the  ellicocious,
though to the world, uncbvious, mea-
sures which that government has taken,
and {iom time to time coutirves to mubi.
ply. with a view to eradicate that religion
from every distiiet in which the slightest
vestigo of itstill remaine. There was no
enactment in the British or Irish cade of
penal laws which i2 not imiced in the
Russien anti-Catholic system of lepislation,
under forms indeed not quite ~o direct and
tangible, but equally inimical, tormenting,
and cuslaving in evory respeet. The
letter of the law is ty raunical cnough ;5 but
Russim Catholics have s'ated to us, that
jtis impessible for foreigners to undui-
stand the personul mortifications which
are superadded 10 the law, by the insos
lence of the officers who are  commission-
ed to see it eatried into (xecution.  Under
an onmtward form of to'eration, the moxnt
degrading a d infamous system ol perse-
cution is put into uction, from which there
is no pos-ibility o escape, except througl.
the fatal portals of apostacy. M.

PROTESTANT PERSECUTION
OF CATIOLICS:
THE ORIGIN CF ILLEGAL SOCIETIES IN

IRELAND.
From Madden’s “United Irishmen®

The Pecp-of-day Boys sprung up in
the year 1784, in the county of Armagh.
The members of this secrot association
were also known by the name of ** Pro-
testant Boys,” and * Wreckers,” and,
finally, by that of ** Orangemen® The
character of their proceedings tust have
be=n particularly atrocious, when Sir Ri-
chard Musgrave felt the impossibility of
palliating 1he cxuberancy of their-zenl in
the cause of uscendency. He says ¢They
visited the houses of their antagonists (1 ic-
tims, he ought to have said) at a very
carly hour in the morning, to search for
arme ; and it is most certain that, in doing
so, they often committed the most wanton
outrages — insulting their persons and
breaking their furnitore.”

The ardor of the rcligious zeal of this
privileged association, could be appeased
by nothing short of the popish lands and
tencments of the Roman Catholic peas
santry, in ail the neighbouring districts.
Ju the fervor of their assumed enthusiasm
for the diffusion of pure religion, they
posted the following pithy controversial
notice on the doors of the Lenighted Ro-
manists—* To hell or Connaughi:™ now
as they were held to be going tc 1he former
1egion their owr: way, in turning them out
of their houses and homes, it would seem
that it was their lands and renemen:s, and
not the cause of true religion, about which
these champions of the church were inte-
rested.  Laord Chesterficld speaks of Eady
Paluer, a young Irish lady of the old reli-
gion, who fiequentd the Castlo in his
time, as “a very dangerous Papist.” The
]possseion of beauy, like the oceupation
of Lind, on the part of the Romanists, was
no doubt of a very dangerous tendency.

In the beginning of 1796, * it was gene-
rally believed (says Plouden) that 7,000
Gahotics had been forced or buraed out
of the county of Armagh; and that the
forocious bandii i who had expelled them,

protected by the government.” Tu the | panied with all the circumstances of fero.
analysis of the 1epor of the committce on ' cious cruelty which have, in all agee, dis.
Orange Institutions, in the Edinburgh Rc-;linguishcd that dresdful calamity, is now
view of Junuary, 1837, the following ac- inging in this country. Neither age, nor
count is given of the pruceedings of the even acknowledged innocence, as to the
¢ Peepsofeduy” Boys 37 und of their syss. Jate disturbances, is suflicient to cxcite
tematic atrocitivs in 1795, under the nc\v!yi wetcy —much lessaffurd protection. The
adopted name of Orange men, ,only crime which the wretched objects of
“ The first Orange lodge was formed on _this merci'ess persecation are charged with,
the 2tst Seplember, 1793, at the house of is a crime of casy proof—it is simply a
a man named Sloan, in the obscure village profession of the Roman Cutholic faith.
of Loughall. The immediate cause of A lawless bunditti have constituted them-

birth to Ocangeism, was an attempt to plant| and the seatence they pronounce is equally
colonies of Protestants vn the furms or, concise and tesrible ; it is nothing less than
tenements of Catholics, who had been . a confiscation of all property, and imme

seen wanderirg about the country, hungry, painful, and str ly unnecessary, 1 detail

“ he heard sometimes of twelve or four- | tivs have we read, of more than half the

and some destroyed ;* (5570) ** That this €} at one b'ow, of the means, as well as
commenced in  the neighbourhood ofl the tiuits of their induslry, and dijven, in
Churchitl, between Poriadown and Dun- ! the midst of an inclement winter, to seek
gannon, and then extended over nearly all | @ shelter for themsclves and their hapless’
the northern counties  In the cousse of fawilics where chiance may guide them ?
time, afier the Catholics xere many of_'l:his is no exagyerated picture of the hor-
them driven from the county, and had Fid Sceftes now a.cling in this county ; yet
taken retuge in different parts of lrcland,‘su""}y i" Is s.ufﬁcwnt to awaken sentiments
| understood they went to Connaughte of indignation and compassion in the
Some years after, when peace and quiet- coldest heart. Those horrors are now uets
ness was in & measuse restored, sume fos ing, and acing with impunity. The spicit
trned, probebly five or six vears afer- of impartial justice (without-which law is
ward. ‘The property which they loft was' nothing bester than tyranny) has for a time
‘transferred, in most instances to Protes-' disappeared in his county, and the sus
tants ; where they had houses and gardenc,: pineness of the wagistracy is a topic of

tant tenants. That occurred within my' ¢ The resolutions moved by his Loid-
kinowledge.” He farther says, ¢ It con-zship were adupted, and signed by all the
tinued for two or three years, but was not leadiag magisteates, who thus bore unde.

“The Break of Day” pasty merged into been the hot-bed of Orangeism.
Orangeism 3 they passed from onc to the;  ** We hive carcfully examined the doc-
otler, and the gentiewen in the coumy’ uments submitted by the Orange socicty to;
procured what they termed their Orunge"he cenmmiltee, respecting the objects of |
warrants, to-cnable them to assemble le' their instiiution, the motives of its mem-.
gally, as they termed it. The name drop- | bcrv,_and the qualifications necessary for
ped and Orapgeism suc.ceded to “Bieak- | candidates, and noihing apparen.dy can be,
of-Day Men* (5375.) more humane, t?lurzltlt moral, and praise-

“ AU first, the association was entirely ! \\.'orxlly Certain doubtful features occ:.t-
confined 10 the lower orders; but it soon | Sionally, however, do peep through this
worked its way upward, and, so carly as. C°21"8 ol'. amiable profussions. -Fur in-
Novembrr, 1798, ilere appears a corrcclﬁsrdnl & this sociery c.n.furccd m.l fts my.m-
ed report of the rules and regulations offis 2¢rS @4 cath of qualified allegiance 2L
ciully drawn up, and subantted 1o thcf"\_' B.. dv soleranly swear,’ &, ¢ that 1
Grand Lodge of Ireland, under the p‘cs'h‘. will, to dhe ’u!mos!' .Qr My powsF, ‘suppor’.
dency of Thomas Veiner, Esq., Grzmdéa"d defend” the King and his heirs, © so
Master; J. C. Beresford, Esq., Grand long 2s he or ll-le)' suppor: ﬂ.l(.'.PrOll'sl.ﬂnl
Sceretary, and others. The state of ‘hcl.»\fcelldcncy. Anoxhc'r suspicious article
country, soon after the furmation of theso] (No. 5,) declares—* We ate ""1, fo carry
societies, is faithfolly described in an ad-; "h Y money, guods, or any thing, from
dress, which the late Lotd Gosford, as °"¥ PCrson Whatever, except arms a:u{
governor of Armagh, submitted to all the! ammunition, and shiese on!_v from anencmy
leading magistrates of the county. His —CRCMy no dou’ t meaning Catholic.”
lordship stated, that he bad called them| So much for the report, with regerd to
togrther to submita plan to their co-.;sidcr-rﬁlc objec's of this socicty, and-the obhigs-
ation, for rhecking the enormitics which tions of its oaths, &c

conditional ullegiance it embodics ; but th?
original outl or purple test of this suciety,
was not produced by the ofticers of tins
society, on the inquiry entered into by \he
committes in 1835—but the existence of
this diabelical test was given in evidence
before the secret commitiee of 1798, by
Mr. Arthur O°Connor,and the knowledge
of it admitted by the committee on that
occasion, when O'Conuor’s statement was

those disturbances in the north that gave selves juuges of this species of delinquency, |

forcibly cjected.  Numbers of them were | diste banishment. 1t would be extremely

half-naked, and infuriated.  Mr. Clnislie,: the horrors that attend the execution of so
a member of the Society of T'rirnds, who ' wide and tremendous a proscription, which
appears to have passed sixiy or sevemy. certainly exceeds, in the comparative aum-'
years on his property us quictly 2s a man_ ber of those it consigns to ruin and misery, '
may in the neighbourhood of su h violent every example that ancient and modcrn;
neighbars, gives a painful account of the history can aflord; for where huve we
outrages then committed. 1le says (5573) heard, or in what history of human ciuels

teen Catholic houses wrecked in a uight, | inhabitants of a populous country, deprivs |

and small farms of land, it was generally ' conversation in every corner of this kings'
handed over by the landlords to Protes-' dom.” [Evidence, 3251.] . :

disgraced the county. IJe then proceeds:, Now thie oath abave refersed 1o is suffi.

had been encouraged, conuived at, and

“]tis no secrat thaza persecution, accom- ciently objectionable, au the sco:e of the

answered by one of the members belong-
ing 10 we administration, in these words ¢
* Government had nothing to do with the
Orunge socie'y, nor with their oath of
extermination.”

In the memoir of the examination of
Messts. O'Connor, Emwett, and M'Nevin,
diawn up by themselves, O’Conno.’s an-
swer is given to this observation: ¢ You,
my Lord Castlercagh, from ihe station
you filly must be sensible that the exceu.
tive of any country has it in its power to
collect a vast mass of infurmation,and you.
must know, f.om the sceret nature of the
Union, that the exesutive must have mios
minute informatim of every act of the
Irish government.  As oue of the execus

tive {of the United-Irishmen,) it came to

my kuowledge that consideruble sums of
moncy were expeaded, throughout the
country, in endeavouring to extend the
Orange system, and that the Orange 2ath
of extermination was adnunistered ; when
these facts were coupled, not only with the
general impunity which has been uniform!y
extended 10 all the acts of-this dubolical
assucintion, but the murked encousage-
ment iis members have received from go-
vernment, I find it impossible to eaculpate
the government from bring the parent and
protector of these societivs,”

The fact of the protec-ion cf the Peep-
of-Day Boys,” o1 the Orangemwen, on the
part of the government, admis of na
doubt.  When the insurrection act and the
convention bill were intioduced, the exs
cesses of the pessantry, whom they had

quite so bad in 1796 and 1797-as it was' niable testimony to the pessccution llll.’iygo.:dcd into resistence, were denounced

earlier.  After this wrecking, and the Ca. Catholics were then suffering in that cuun-:hv the viceroy of the legni officeis of tie
H . ' * g%y JITS y M .

tholics were driven out, swhat was called, t¥» which was the cradle, and has ever government, but not the slightest allusion

i\v:\s made to the outrages of the extermi-

naters of Armagh; nay, bills of indeniny
were passed to protect their leaders and
magisterial accomplices from ail legal pro-
ceedings on the part of their victims.  As
to the effect of these societivs in promot~
ing the views of the United Irishmen, it is
clemly admitted by the members-of the
executive of the socivly of the United
[rishmen, that the prosecution of the people
in Armugh, the proteciivn of the ex-erm;-
nators, and the eanctment of ~anguinary
Lows, and especially of the insuzrection
and indemaity acts, hadmot only iled the
ranksof thet society. but e the execu-
tive (o the conclusivn, that the government
had forfeited all claiins 10 obedience, and
was t» be resisted ¢ No allinnce whats
wver was previously formed,” says O’Cone
nor, * between-the Union and France”
namely, Lefore the middle of 1796, The
<ame ansser 15 given by Emmelt. Sy
much for the power given (o the United
trishimen by the persecution of the people
w the part of the Orangemen perwtitted
y the goverament; and as for the immes
liate cuuses of the ou bresk of the subse.
Jent and consequent rebellion, we cun



