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these ditferenêes and divergences, from -an, *rgia typ corepod in a-
generai way 'Mth the length.of timûe duriùg wvhich.the divergence bas been
going-. on, together with the environment and other emnpiricai conditions.

Perhaps the strongegt and most startling~ evidence is found in the- fol-
iowving cl apter, "lThe Newest of the Sciences, the Science of Embryology»
The foetal stagesand rnfrzain.reso numerous and s0 sirnilar, even
in the -most wideiy divergent species, that it is thought no explanation of
this can be given except on the supposition that ail are to be viewed as
related to a common parent stem.

In the two remaining chapters on Palaeontology and Geügrapfiical. Dis-
tribution, we have an accumulation of evidente bearing on the forms, the
order, and the distribution of ancient and, modern life. It is endeavoreà
to show% that gaps now evidentiý existing can be accounted for ; graduai
divergences may be traced in the one-direction and assimilations in the
other; the wvhole furnisiiing a mnass of evidtInce that practicaliy closes the
argument against the rivai theory of thfe formation of species by speciai
creation. TIie Iltime"l distribution in! geqiogy and the " space" distri-
bution in geography show-on the one hand, the remnarkabie similarities
between animal and plant lîfe during the samne periods ; and on. the other,
the corresponding resemblances over the saine areas.

The .argument so far presented is fuiler and more satisfactoiy than in
Spencer's IIPrincipIes of" Biology." Spencer concludes bis exaînination
in rebuttai of the speciai creation bypothesisi in the foih»ving wc'rds:
"lThus, bowever regarded, the hypothesis of special creations turnis out
to be worthless -wortbiess by its derivation, 'vortbless in its întrinsîc
incoherence, worthless as absolutely without evidence, worthless as xiot
supplying an inteliectual need, worthiess as not satisfying a moral wvant.»
As the evolution hypothesis is open to none of these objections, it is
accordingiy accepted.

The second part of the volume consists of four chapters devoted to
"The Theory of Natural Selection."l Part First treated of " the main

evidences of organic ev.olution considered as a fact." In Part Second,
CCwe enter a new field, namnely, the evidences which thus far have been
brouglit to light, touching the causes of organic evolution considered as
a pro.cess.> It e>plains and defends the theory in the operation and
process of realization.

What is the outcome, in the opinion of the author, in relation to the
personality and spîrituality of man and the existence of God? IlDesign,"
"adaptation,"' " contriva.nce,» "lbeneficence," these are the termns in which
the Divine nature and activlty were 'vont to be set forth in the not distant
past. Darwinism has cbanged ail this. Whatever may be ieft of the sub-
stance, the reading of the record and the method of presenting the subject
have undergone compiete transformation. The direction is one of tendency
ratier than dogmatic utterance. We must bear in mmnd that science
can only speak oracuiarly of what it knows. This statement is necessary
to guard the reader frorn pronouncing too severely upon the following
quotations. Detached from the context, they are more than likely to be
unduiy misleading:

IlInnumerabie adaptations of structures to functions appeared to yieId
convincing evidence in favo r of design; the beauty.so. profusely shed by
living forms appeared to yièid evidence,. no iess convincing, of that design
as beneficent. But both these sources -of evidence bave now, as it were,
been. tàpped at their fountain bead ; the adaptation and the beauty are
alike- receiving their expianation at the bands of a purely mecbanical
philosophy. Nay, even the personaiity of man bimself is assaiied, and
this not oniy in the features which he shares with the lower animais, but
also in his god-like attributes of reason, thought and conscience."


