
pride themselves on keeplng np a residence in HolY Benares. àits
population, apart; from its innuinerable companles of pllgrirns, is
about 200,000, threýe-founhe of which are Hîndu and orie-fourth
Mussulman. There are flot 300 Christians ail toldâ

To the pions Brahmau Benares la what Meeca la to thé Mussul-
man, Jérusalem to the Christian. The ionging of his whole life
is to visit tliis place of? spotiess holiness and wash a'way his blackf£t
sine Iu the sacred *Ganges before he'dies. The palaces wblch
frloge the river are full of the aged relatives of their owners,
corne together from. all parts of India, waiting with calm, patient,
ecstatie happiness the summans of the augel of death, for Benares
le, Indeed, the very gate of heaven. .

Benares la qqually revered by that other great religion of the
Eaut -the Buddhist Twenty-five centuries agoý Buddba preached
his first Eermon here and made it the centre from whlch lie sent
forth his-missionatries to Çeylon, China, Japan, Burmah, Nepaul and
Thibet, until haîf the human race carne under the sway of his
doctrine. Benares wus even then so great a centre of religions
thougbt and influence, that Buddha naturally selected, it as bis
centre of operations, and endeavoured, tinst of ail, to seenre the
countenance and support of its learned pundits and teachers.
Tradition avers that it was front Benares Solomon procnred bis
ccapes and peacocks,2' both of which are still beld sacred lu the
Hindu temples o? the city. It is also said that one o? the wlse
men o? the East who brouglit presents te the infant Jesus at
Jerulemn, was a Rajah from Benares. However that -may be,
there la probsbly no sacred city lu the world with so ancieut..aud
nbroken. a rècord, or whlch even to-day exercises its sway over

so many millions of devotees; dear alike to, that religion wbleb;
la saturated wlth ldolatry and te Its great rival whlch,--:ornlng'
Idolatry and polytbelsm, teaches that every ludlvidùal: man, by
a holy life, eau lift himeif Into, and become part o? the Divine..

Modern Benares la wholly given te idolatry. BaddbImi bas
long since suceumbed to Brahmanlsm, and been swept out of,
India altogether. Benares le wltboue question the--nost pictu-
resque city lIndia.W It lies on a bend of, the Ganges, aloug the
ereet o?* a biR about a hundred feet abovdthe water. Vlewed
from the river, it presents a panorama of palaces, temples and
moeques, surmounted by domes, pinuacles and minaret%, stretch-
ing tbree miles along the top of the bank. F'rorn these descend
great fllghts of atône stairs, broken into, wlde platforrm, on whlch
are built exqulsite Hindu aibrines, batblng-houses, and preachlng.
canopies. Long piers projeet Into the river, on wbich slck people
liep carefully tended by their relatives, to get the benefleent.heal-.
lng of the great mother Ganges.

Ifldil: It8 Temples, Palaces, and People.


