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<JAROAGE DISPOSAL IN MONTREAL.

13Y W. M. WATSON.

Lately I visited and inspected the garbage incinerators in
Montreal, w~hich 1 was told cost $45,ooo. They have twelve
furnace grates, six on each side of the main flue. The fire,
places are about six feet wvide eacli, and sixteen feet fromn
front to rear, and have each îtvo clinkering doors: The

t~grate bars forni a steep incline, and appear to be six féet
higher at the rear than at the front doors, and terminate
ai the rcar end-wvith a short blhaft passing tiP to the floor
line of the tipping floor-through wvhich the refuse is
passed down to tise fire bars. Each furnace will hold
about three tons, and they are apparentiy only charged twvo
or thrce limes each day. Mhen first buit they hiad a
hoiler whicli raised steam from the wvasted heat (or should
have done so), and steami blowers wvere supplied to increase
the draught, and maise the temperature of the furnaces.
But ail such appliances have been taken off the apparatus ;
probably the mnen appointcd to manage the wvorks did not
know the value of the appliances, and could not wvork them
to advantage. Thiere is also an extra furnace in the cbimney
flue that wvas placed there for the purpose of burnirsg the
fumes discharged from the furnaces prior to passing up the
chimney and out into the* atmosphiere, but this is not used
and no pretence is made of consusning the foui smellitsg
gases passing up the chimney or to prevent the dust frorn
escaping.

The lires are of course kept at a lowv temperaturet
and the ashes and clinker taken fromn the furnaces are of a
sofî nature and of little value for use on public wvorkE>
thougli if a high temperature incinerator wvere near the
clinker might be rebumnt and made bard enough to use for
roads, conurete, etc. Tihe heat from the twelve firesis al
wasted, showing howv rich Montreal is. If the same
amount of rubhislî was burnt in England they would make
profitabia incomes from the hieat coming from the tires
from the many things of value that corne nîixed with the
garbage, and also from the clinker that wvas drawn froni
the furnaces. But the British public authorities cannot
afford to wvaste valuable products, they turn even their
garbageimb cash. There is a fine long chimney and large,
straight flue running betw'een the fires, baving main and
local dampers, so that the draughts can be whoily or
locally cut off from eacb fire separately. Tliere is also an
incline road and tipping floor that cov'ers ail the lires and
flues, wvell housed and roofed in. The garbage is cbiefly
vegetables, fish, mneats, and light refusé~, td6gether with
dead animais.

These incinerators are an improvement on the Toronto
cremnatories, but even then tbey are a long wvay behind
the garbage destroyers uised in Europe, both from a sani-
îary and fimandiai standpoint. As soon as some public
auîhority lias the pluck to have a first-class destiuctor
erected and afterwards intelligently managed, the advan-
tages over the present kind wvill be so apparent that
Canada wilI see the last of the wasteful incinerators noiv
in use.

-Toronto is about to make an experiment aiming at
retaining trade in the eastern portion of the city by build-
ing a large botel. The site chosen is one on King st.
east, wvhich bas been left vacant by the failure of a large
dry goods store. Tise promoters are not able, so far as
we know, to point to a single intance in wvliclî it bas been
possible tc, aller the course of brade wben once in motion
toward the 'vest. The new city hall and bbe large office
buildings wvhich have been built in the past couple of

years to tise north and wvest of tise proposed site wvill have
a inuch greater inflence in drawving business towards tliemi
lîsan wvill an liotel, even if the liotel succeeds, wvhicli tpon
tIse face of il is in the presenit case unlikely. To succecd
it would require 10 attract tourists aîîd 10 hoid largely the
local restaurant trade of tlîe best class. TI'ie proposed site
is awvay-froîss tIse theatres, tIse faishionable promenades, tIse
railway stations, the large departnmental st6res, from
everîhing that should be near at hand, and is in addition
hsot and unpleasant ini summer, thus rendering a tourisb
trade impossible.

-Thiere mnay be t00 mnucîs interference on the part of
tIse Govemnmenb with private interesbs, and we are accus-
lonied on this continent to look< with suspicion on Govern-
ment regulations of any sort, but wve are beginning to see
more clearly the sîecessity of Governnment inspection of aIl
wvorks whlich are likely through defect to cause danger to
public Jife or health. Liability of the owner to iake good
damages resulting from defective construction is not tbe
safeguard in Arnerica that it has been found to be in Eng-
land. Sometimes bere the owner is a grea:t corporation
or controls a large local influence and investigation is
burked. lIn the United States this is a usual, in Canada
an exceptional circumistance. An example of wvhab might
bave been a serious accident wvas recenbiy lirn-ight t our
notice. A high chiînney for a large po\:..r-house liad uts
foundation pu( in on a site whlere the nature of the soul
and the ;vork done mi de ils collapse a certainîy. Fortu-
nalely an engineer who happened to examine the wvork
called the attention of the owners to the matter, tIse
structure wvas taken dowvn and a suitable fàundation pu~t in.
In advance of an official réport on the subject it is finpos.
sible to state the cause of the collapse of the O. & N. Y.
railway bridge at Cornwvall, Ont., described in anotber
colimn. Had there been an efficient Governmient
inspection of the wvork done on aIl railway bridges in ansd
adjoining Canada wve wvould have bad on file the records of
the borings nia-Je to locate the piers in the first place and
a statement of the manner in wvhich the concrete in the
pier hardened as il %%as put in. Witb this and other data
bue public wvould be mucb more fully informed, and if these
facts were published during the construction of tIse wvork
many believe that the accident wvouid neyer bave taken
place. Pub!icity in these inatters is a good thing.

A SHORT IIISTORY 0F SEWAOE DISPOSAL AT
THE ASYLI1 FOR TH1E INSANE, LONDOIN,

ONTARIO.*

nY R. 31. BUcKE, 3t.D.

London asyluini Ivs ready for tise reception of iinmates i:s'
the autunin of 1870, and l>y tise cnd of thnt officiaI ycar .457
patients liad been adiicd chiefly froin tse ïMaîden a-id Orillia
brancli asylums, wvhich wcrc thcreuipon closed. Thse sewagc of
tlsc new asyluiii was îlsrown into a small crcck ilîrc miles above
the opcning of tIse saine int the south brandi of the Thaines.
tht~said opcning bcing tbrec miles above tIse city of London.
Fvcry stimmer the crck bccame nearly or quite dry, and il
wnas isot vcry long before tise farmers and others wvho livcd
along its course complained bitcrly of tise nsùisance causcd by tise
nsylum scwage. Complaints and tlircatcned prosecution wvere mct
by bbc establishsment o! a chsarcoal and gravcî filuer attse lowest
point o! thc asyluini land. TIse said filter wvas operated internsit-
cntiy wvith more or Iess (chiefiy less) success for some fifteen
years. It wouîd do ils 'vork fairly wvell wvbcn fresh charged:
but il provcd imîpossible. by any rcasonable expenditure of
labor and charcoal to kecep ut in a state of continuous cfficiency.
Tise protcsts of tIse propcrty Isolders along the creek, wvhicli liad
been partially silcnced by the establishmient of tise filter.
liroke ont ancwv and wvere naturally intensificd by certain cases
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