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THE CANADIAN PEAT ASSOCIATION.

F>eat direct results of the Convention of the American 
the r SsoÇ'ation in Ottawa has been the organization of 

...'Indian Peat Association.
in q 0Se interested in the developments of the industry 
fUej anada, whether as a source of power or domestic 
Vy°r’kTl!^ 'nterested in this new organization and the 
the v 11Gre *s *° to-day in bringing before the country 
Peat our Peat deposits and the possibilities of the

in g ^V° main factors have been instrumental in bring- 
^eposit°Ut revivai °f interest of the Canadian peat 
’ y * One, the increase in price of fuel, particu- 
Pfovetn 1arc^ coal- The other has been the great im- 

1 ents made in the developments of gas producers 
engines and in their

hrl

anc] gas of low-grade fuels.use

Peat gas-producers have proven a success in Europe. 
Ontario and Quebec buy twenty-five millions worth of 
coal annually. Ontario is dotted with peat bogs. Along 
the line of the National Transcontinental Railway large 
deposits are found. Four bogs within a few miles of

to con-Ottawa are by Government engineers estimated 
tain 25,000,000 tons of fuel.

The coal deposits of Canada are not general in their 
distribution. The extreme east and west are supplied, 
but the great middle country—which at the present is 
the manufacturing section—is but poorly supplied with 
fuel. Close to many of the peat bogs there is to be found 
marl, shale, rock, the raw products of cement and 
Crete and building material. Our large peat bogs when 
properly developed will be a factor in the cheap working 
of other of our natural Wealth.

con-

The Canadian Peat Association will have a large 
membership from the commencement. The industry 
which it will represent is growing in importance. It is 
to be hoped the Government will for a few years at least 
lend what aid they can to this new organization, which 
has for its purpose the perfecting of methods that will 
lead to the development of a new industry.

THE CONTRACT SYSTEM ON GOVERNMENT 
LAND SURVEYS.

Recent newspaper reports state that the Federal 
Government of the United States has decided to aban­
don the contract system of surveying Government lands.

The Surveys Branch of the Department of Interior 
for Canada have during the last few years been doing 
more and more of their surveys by “day work.”

Unquestionably the contract system enabled the 
Canadian Government to secure the subdivision of main 
lands into ranges, townships and sections at a minimum 
of cost. It is questionable whether this method has saved 
money. The contractor has rushed his work and 
pleted his survey with as little expense as possible, and 
sometimes at the expense of accuracy. Re-survey and 
subsequent troubles and litigations have cost the 
pertv-owner and the Government much more than the 
cheap surveys saved.

The Government inspectors who have had to report 
on contracts do their work carefully, but their inspec­
tion, if complete, would be unreasonably costly. It has 
been shown time and again that the required observations 
and closing check, although they have the appearance of 
accuracy, have been “fudged.”

Modified forms of the contract system in which to 
the salary of the surveyor there was added a bonus for 
doing certain work under given conditions would per­
haps bring better results to 
considerably less worry to the surveyors.

It may be a departure for the Government to offer 
bonuses to their salaried employees, but if it is good

com-

pro-

the department and cause
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