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Schools in Mainpuri, l:idia,

»

BY M, E. POLLOCK. - C

When you think of scheols in far-away India, do not
picture in your minds a large airy school-room with rows
of neat desks, and at each desk a clean, neatly-dressed
girl. No, indecd! The little dusky Indian girls would

be completely lost in such surroundings, and would not
know what it all meant. - -They are not accustomed to
benches and chairs, but prefer to sit on the ground.
Cone with me and I will take you to a typical Indian
school. 'We pass through narrow, filthy lanes until we
come to.a low mud house—that is, the walls are mud—
having a thatched roof. . . As.we enter, -we find ourselves
“in alittle room about ten feet long and. sik or eight wide.
The walls are plastered with mud, and the floor is mud
and lime beaten so hard that it seems almost like stone.
<n this room there are no windows, and all the light and
air we get must come from the door. On a square of
matting sits the teacher, surrounded by twelve or fifteen
gitls, each with a book before her from whith she studies
aloud. You can imagine what a clatter they make ; but

it is their way, and according to their ideas; the louder -

they study-the more they will learn.

‘Low cane stools are brought for us, and we sit down
to éxamine the scholars, and see what progress has been
made since 1ast we visited the school.
*. containing Christian instruction, are numbered one, two,
three and four, aid are -published by the Christian
Vernacular Tract Society;. When these have been
mastered a Scripture History will be taken up, and after
that the Bible itself. . - : co

They learn a simplé citechism corresponding to one
that possibly-very many of you study, beginning,-“ Who
made you?”? We must-bé very careful .to see that they
have studied this, for as it contains the doctrines ofour

Christian-faith, the heathen-teachers do not like to teach

it, and must be watched very closely thati they do.not
neglect it. You know how:hard it is for any one to teach
“What he d6es ot believe and daés not want others to
believe,-and so it is with them; - If the:teacher refuses to

teach-the catechism or the girls ‘to leamn it, the school is.

at once closed, | . :

~ Well, after this is.recited and explajned, we hear the
multiplication. table; and have simple exercises in arith-
metic Then, comes the writing class,.  The slates are

boards.painted. black, the pens.are large and made of -

wood and the ink is a mixture of lime and water. . After
that comes what they enjoy most of all, the singing of
hymns set.to_native tunes.
sing, too, and-many of the older girls sing very nicely.

The sun is getting high and we must hasten back to the .
shelter of the thick walls of our:bungalow; for you know -

Europeans-must be very careful of the fierce rays of the
Indian sum, o R

All of these poor girls aretaught from their. véry
infancy, by their mothers, to worship -idols; and a very

common excuse for tardiness is, I have been to worship -

some goddess.” When you think of these poor heathen
children and then of your own great blessings in having
kind parents, comfortable homes and so many advan-
tages in the way of education, are. you not glad that you

- do not live in a heathen land, and does it not make you
more eager to send the gospel to the children far away
over the seas ? )

In Mainpuri we have eléven such schools, and in them
one hundred and sixty-five girls are being taught., We
hope that you will not forget to work and ai;;ay for these
ignorant little children’that they may forsake their idols
"and warship the one true God:—(.‘lu/g’mt’:, Work. ..
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The books; all- ~ Toronto,

They are eagertoleamn to
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T.wé Kinds of Work.

This is the wn{ wo go to school,
With our “bont low
. And with footatops slow,
For wo'vo sums to do, -
And “two times two,”
Hard words to spell,
Hard ronding as well ;
Oh, it’s sexlous work to go to school !

This is the way wa-go to our band ;
How quickly wo run
‘Whoi lessons ave dono !
For wo've stories to toll, -
-~ And to hoar as, woll,
About, Tittlo children in foreign lands,
*And of all tho work done by little hands
‘To send them the nows of our Josus dear,
. Till every child {n the world shall hear.
Oh, it's joyful wark to go to our band |

—_————

ADDRESSES OF PRESIDENTS, SECRETAKIES AND
TREASURERS. -

Of Ontario; Pres, Mrs, M, A. Castle, 401 Sherbourne
street,’ Toronto ;. Sec. Miss *Buchan, 125 Bloor street
east, Toronto; Treas. Mrs. Jessie L. Elliot, 267 Sher-
bourne street ; Mrs. ], E. Dadson, 128 Yorkville Avenue,

OfQuebec Province : Pres. Mrs. T. J. Claxton, 461 Upper
St. .Urbane street, Montreal; Sec. Miss Muir, 1460 St.
Catherines street, Montreal ; Treas. Mrs. M. A. Smith, 2
Thistle Terrace, Montreal. n )

- Lower Provinces : Pres. Mrs. M. W, Williams, Wolf-"

' ville, N. S..; Sec,, Mrs. John March, St." John; N, B.,

’lr“Iljeisas.' Mzs.'J. W. Manning, 26 Robie, street, Halifax,

WOMEN'S BAPTIST FOREIGN MISSIONARY -
. SOCIETY OF-ONTARIQ. - .
" Receipta. from March. 20th, to_April 23rd, indugive. . _
"Bailieboro, M.B., $1.44; Owen Sound; M.C., $8.00;
Gravenhurst, 5.5, '$1.26 ; Beamsville, M.C., $17.00 (for
the support-of -Peter John:Stuart.) ~ Chéltenham, M.C,,
$5; Line Church, M:C,, $10; Walkerton, M:C., $4.50 ;
London, (Adelaide st.), M.B.; §7 ; Port Hope, M.B,; $12-;.
College st, M.B, $2.50 (for the support of No. 12, B.
Lydia) ; Bloor 5t., M.C,, $16.80; Waterford, M.C., $16;
Boston, M.C., $207 Brantford, (1st:Church) -M.C.,'&é; .
g‘or the support of%z Bible woman) ; -Port Perry, M.C,,
5 ; St. Catharines, ‘M. B:; $4 (for the support of Bupathi
ean) ; Strathroy, M.C,, §22 ;. Wyoming, M.C, $7.75;
yoming, M.B., $2.31.; London, (Tal bot.st.s,. M.B,;
$11.51; Calvary, M,C,, $6.25 ;' London, (Adelaide st.),
M.C,, $19.00 ;" Hamilton, MiC., $51.50 ;. 2nd. Markham,
M.C,, $4; Owen’ Sound,'M.,B., gz‘;(l"qr the support of

- Samulcotta school girls; of this' $25-is to support Y.

Meriam No. 2; College'st, M.C;; $3.70; Sarnia, M.C,,
$19.02; Miss Jane McPhee’s S. School,: stcts. - Total,

$331.85.
Jesste L, Evurorr, Treas.
267 Bhorbourne Street, Toronto, . \

The Canndian Missionarp Tiuk,

PUBLISHED MONTHLY AT TORONTU.
Subscription 25¢. per knnum, strictly in advancs.

Communications, Orders and Remitiancod to bosont toMre. M. A. New-

man, 112 Yorkvillo Avesue, Toronto, .
Aabscribers will find the dates when thel# smbscriptions axpire on the
Burnd, alborna 8¢ , Toronto,
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