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Order of the Temple was lirst introduced into the United States fron Great Britain
and Ireland,it was as the conhined Orders of Knights of the Temple and Malta. Now,
we are to consider that it is our traditional belief that our present order of the 'emuî-
pie is perpetuated form the ancient ttatutes, and was partially in England and
Ireland, and conpletely in Scotland, merged into that of the Hospitaliers of
St. Jolii 1afterwards known as Kniglits of Malta), on the suppres-ion of
the Templars; that such was the case in Scotiani cannot he disputed, and
this amalgamation of the two bodies continued until the time of the Re-
formation, and it is aflis med by the Scottish Templar Order to a much later period.
The use of the Kniightly title and the question of the legitimacy of the conibined
orders were fuilly believed in by the Stuart party as late as 1745, vlen, its principal
miemii-ers bîing in the se:vice of Priace Charles Edward,) commonly called the Young
Chevalier,, the irder was pro -;ribed, and we onty hear of this branch afterwards il
connection with Free Masonry, withi whlich it still continues, its ritual as.imulating
with that in use by the Tenplar body; the two naturally and harmoniously blending
together, althou.lh the one now adopted is considerably more elaborate than the sii-
ple cereiony used in former years. In Canada there is no difficulty in continuingi
the saine cordial and friendly relations that have always existed between us and our
fratres of the Uniited -tates; our Masonic s3 stem admitting the recognition of the
degrees requir. d b the United States Teniplars, althougli the pre-requisite for our
Temip'ar cazdidate is the same as that observed in England. Nelther can I see any
difliculty in members of a Knights Templar foreign jurisdiction visiting the United
States Commanîderies, by nerely requiring of thei a profession of seceîcy as to the
degrees they are unacquainted with, but required by the United States Tcmplars in
ther cereinonies.

H5sTORiCAL SKETCII OF THE ENGLISII LANGUE.

It was suggested to ie now that we have taken a new departure as a National
Supreme Bod %, that a resuie of the different phases the Tenplar Oder lias iinder-
gone in Enîgland wuld not be uuinteresting, as giving a short and concise s oftch of
the English Langue fron its first appea-ance publicly as attached to the Masonie
Society to tie prestent tiie, as also the allegcd claim the Order lias to be con.,id.red
the lgitimate successo:- of the Red Cross Warriors of Palestine. Dr. Albert Mackay,
in his admirable Encyclopa;ii of Masonry, to which I inust refer you, ar.anges the
pedigree of the noidern Ternplars under six different heads, but the legends adduced
are, I think, for the iost part unreliable, and the legality of each branch far froi
satisfictory, un ess we except the existing State Order cfi' Christ in Portugal," which
is, no doubt, the genuine Order of the Temple. This order is under Papal surveil-
lance (as is also that of Malta in ltaly), confined to Roman Catholics of noble birth,
the king being Grand Master, ansd not acknowledging fraterity with any other
branci. The " Ordre du Templ-," of France, now obsolete, also asserted claims in
favor of its legality, whiclh, ltowever vere not uninpeachable. The branci d'rived
fron Scotland has strong-r historical claims to go upon, which however, Murray
Ly"ns," in his very exliaustive work ont Scottshl Masonry, denies, and lie validity
of the tradition that tlie present Templars are descended froni the old Order of the
Crusades. At the Fame lime it is an adimitted fact that in Scotland the Templars
were never suppress..d; they wereas<ociated with the Hospitallers, and it i, natural
to suppose that they preserved their distinctive rites and ceremounius in tact by reg-
itlar descent froi one to another. Wh1en the Hospitaliers were secularize»d at the
tinie of the I.-formaîtion, then, of course, those of both the Orders that preferred the
reforned f.dth leit their religious bouses and were merged into the geierai popula-
tion. It is also perfectly naturai to suppose that these seculariz••d soldier nonks
being or l'ecoming Free Masons may have, with the view of preserving their ancient
Orders, inicorporated their peculiar rites into their Masonic L-dges, and there is
nothing at ail illogical in suppoing and asserting that true branches ot b.th the
Tenple and hie lspital nay stdl be in existence, and that isolated lodges nay
have received their Tenplar aud Hospitalier rites directly from the secu'arized or
Protestant Knights of the conbined orders, which, se fax as thcy were rdligious insti-
tutions, were abo ished at the reformation.

MASONIc CONNsCTION.
Prior to lthe revival in 1717, and the reconstruction of Masonry in iLs present syma-

bolic fori. ver little is known of thei proccedinus of Masonic bodies, froai tue fact
that vcry few written documents were permitted to be recorded, and of these few,
owing to the jealously or over caution of thteir rulers, many were burnt in London in
1721; but there is nodoubt that a system of speculative Masonry, distinct from thatof


