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Sait for Asparagus.
1198. SiR,-WVhat aniount of salt .4îould bc

applied per square rod to an Asparagus bed. or
wh-it is the greatest aiount wvhich can te applied
without injury ta the plants. Is it possibleto apply
enougli to keep down weeds without injurig the

Aspargus.GEORGE WVOOD.
Erasmus, Ont.

Sait may be applied quite heavily ta an
asparagus bed without injury to the aspara-
gus, indeed heavily enough to kcep down
wveeds and grass. Some advise sowing one
bushel to the square rod, as a fertilizer;
but wvhether it has other than a mechanical
effect upon plant groivth is a disputed ques-
tion. In addition ta the sait we would
recommend an annual top dressing of Nitrate
of Soda, say twa hundrcd pounds per acre,
in Mardi or April, as a specific for the
encouragement of plant growth.

Appies for Ottawa Valley.
1199. 1 would like very inuch to bave your

advice as to which of ihe foliowing varieties <-f
appies you would consider the niost profitable to
plant :-Ontario. Northern Spy or Canada Red.

Iamn planting au apple orchard in the Ottawa
Valiey and have set out saine McMahon's WhIite to
bc top grafted with cither one or two of the above
sorts. The Canada Red is proving quite hardy
in that section, but it is not a strong growcr nor a
hcavy bearer. WVould top working it en a stronz
grow.er overcorne he-e defects? Is the Ontario of
as good color as the Sp)y> Docç tie Canada Red
seli -s wvell as, thc N. Spy? I have never seen
miarket quotations of this sort.

Keiton, Ont5.FMRRW

ln aur opinion the Spy is thc best apple
of the three. It ia-s a nanie in the Chicago
market, and Canadian Spys are in consider-
able dernand ; and it is constantly rising in
favor in the Englishi market.

The Ontario sa much resenîbles the Spv
that it niit seli as a substi-ite fai it, and
it bas thc advantage of being an cariier and
more regular bearer. On this accaunt, if
plzanting voun,- treeN, we wvould cho:e the

Ontario as the anc nîost certain of giving
returns wvithin the first fiftecn or twenty
years.

]But for the Ottawva Valley we question
whether either anc is bardy cnaugh. If aur
corresponident can satisfy hiniscif iii this
point, lie cannat go wvrong with eltiier
variety.

Canada Red is nat productive enough, as
a mile, ta be selccted for a commercial
orchard, although it is a fine color, and a
gaod packer. Verv often taa, it is under-
size, and tiiese days no appie is 'vanted
under 2y2' inches ini diarneter.

1200. In an article on -The Baston ?-ern"
which appeared in the Horticulturist a short turne
ago. it stated Lhiat for trcating scale on te lcawf.
washing was the 1-est cure. Would you recoin-
mend anything but cicar weter ta do this or is there,
any prepziration wLÂich wouid be bcst to use?,
Kindlv annwc-r the2 above and you will confer a
favor'or,

F. DAvrx DîANiomn.

Answver bx' Mr. WV Hunt, Hamilton.
Thie safest and nîast effectuai methad for

the remaval of «"scale"' fromn ferus and plants
of a similar delicate texture, is ta wash
thena -with water in wvhich a verv sinali
quantity of common soap bas been dissoived.
Apply the soapy wvater carefully Nvith a snîall
piece of spange. By rubbing slighitiy, the
scale cati be renîoved without injui-y ta the
plant. Rinse or syritîge the plant with
cicar water at once, sa as ta prevent any af
the soapy ivater frain cling-ing ta the foliag-e.
Wbiale ail soap and sinîliar preparatians are
danerarus ta use on ferns for the removal
of si-aie.

1201. Whnt is the best and most convenient
fertilizer for a lawn? WI;.cn aindin wlnt quantity
should it be applicd? (FOG o.*

Erasmus.

Cican stable nianure, fine "nd t,,.Lten, is


