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availab!e for breedirg purposes. It is otherwisc with but Nic say again rend off ihose scapegraces vhosc
These can never be so well obtained as on the farm,, laigiesi ambition is tu cnjoy a good dinner ai noon,
and ai an age when boys are intermingling driving the antI lutinent tie profcssors tse rest of the di y.
cows and hoeing turnips with hunting birds nests and this way the sireams of science in agriculture and
chasing squirrels. It is when the foundation has thus practice iliiiost rcadily ant speediiy converge, and
becn firmly laid in the school of practice that the ex- iiow on iarmoniossy isrotigh nany a distinguhhd
perinental school holds out lier hand and lifts the lite, wiich otherssis u have been stiroicd inan
lad to a higier plane by imparting her great budget of unbrokcn obscurity.
scientific truths. le takes thesc back to the fari, -

and during the rest of his life feels grateful to his par- For the CANAiAN LIVKSrACV JOLKNAL.
ents for havîng sent hins to tte agricuhturl college. Thorosgobrfd srood Marces.

It is a matter of great moment that the above illu
sion. be dispelled. Il tie Ontario Agrictltural College
is intended to benefit the farmiing community and
through it the whole country, the students roll should
nainly consist of the names of the sons of our sturdy
farmers. The sooner il is understood the better for
all concerned, that our Agricultural Lollege is not
maintained to afford an asyluin for incap.ibles from
other lands. Gentlemen who have lost all control of
their sons themselves should not be so inconsiderate
as to expect our college authorities to control then',
and to transforni thcm into useful Canadian farmerL.
We believe our professors can do a good deal, but
they cannot accomplish this. It should not be ex.

pected of then. It would not be wise to shut the
door against forcigners altogether. It would be an
injustice to lhose of then who are desirous of Iearn-
ing, but those who are only expert at assisting
in shaving the uianitiated with a dull knife, and
knocling them down with the hoxing gloves, should
certainly be moved away, and that very speedily, to
try their experiments elsewhsere.

We shall also express here our conviction that It is
inverting the order in every case to send a student
frst to the collcge who has iad no practical expe.i.
ence on the farm. le should, a ithout a doubt, go
fron the fain to the school. A business man some-
times sends his son, wholly unused to manual labor,
to the Experimental Farms, where le puts in lis full
terin, and lae is then sent to the fara, where, in niic
cases out of lte, the practical labor of every day farm
life is so much more severe than lie expected, that in
disgust ie forever turns away fromn one of the noblest
of earth's pursuits.

The young man who gocs from the f.rm to the
school has a much better idea of the relative import-
ance of the different studies, and can ai or, .e tit upon
which his energies should be concentrated. Business
men who wish their sons to be farmers shouild first
send them to the farm, anti give themi early a good
taste of their future lifework.

The rank and file farmer is the man who can reap
the richest legacy from the existence of our college,
and we hope that such will realize the advantages of
their position. Many of tibs class fancy that their
sons will get along as well as those who avail them-
selves of the advantages of the school. We say to
them plainly, other th.ngs beîng equal, they asH not,
as in agriculture " knowledge is power," as in every.
thing else, and we say if as a friend.

Many farmers know so little of the truc objects of
the school, and of what it is doing, that they have a
very inadequate idea of its worth. They have only
viewed it through the glasses of some neighbor no
better informed than theimselves. If such would send
for and examine its curniculum and read its annual
reports with a jealous care, and above all go down and
visit the school itself, they could not but concede tiat
il is one of the usefui institutions that this country
cannot aflord to do without. It is the sons of such
men who are most wanted at the Experimental Farm,
and who in turn most want the benefit of its teachings,

It is ony a few usees ago that horsemlsen, whether
those having ai icart the improvement of our Cana-
dian b.ecds, or those practically interested in the
turf, ieard with dismay tiat ai agent of MIr. Pierre
Lorillard, the Amciican who won the English Derby
vith Iroquois, was buying up mares in Canada, espe-
cially those of the War Dance and Australian fami-
lies. Mr. Fletcher, an Englishman resident at the
city of Mexico, had taken away a year or two ago
from Woodstock the imported mare Castauay, and
one of ber daughters, with the stallion Princeton,
meaning to establish a breeding association in that
distant country. Now, Castaway had produced the
gray mare Lady D'Arcy, one of the best Province-
bred animals seen in Ontario ; RZoderick, now in Mr.
Montagu Allan's stable ai :lontreal, beautiful as
a picture, and Roddy Pringle, a witînr of the Queena's
Plate. Distinctly, therefore, this nare, originally

inported fromt England by Nlr. John Shedden, and
sold to Colonel D'Arcy Boulton after ir. Shedden's
fatal accident, was a great loss to the brecding inter-
ests of Ontario. Mr. Fletcher, impressei wsith the
idca tait lae could buty outr brood mares cheaper than
h e could equally weli-bred unes in Tennessee or Ken-
tucky, imuch nearer lits home, bas once more appeared
on the scene, and fron the already depleted ranks of
thoroughbred broad mares has captured Stolen
Kisses, Olga, The 1orsakein, Octoroon, 30odjeska,
and soine others. Nor are these the only exporta-
tions. Just as the Ontaîio Jockey Club had got
nicely to work, liad cncoui.aged respectable peuple to
witness a qport hitherto of qucstionable repute, had
given prizes of a magnitude likely tu promote the
breeding of hone-raised competitors, and haid oh.
tained that patronage for the want of which racing
was languisbhing, comes ibis dire and unexpected
blow. Breeders of the thoroughbred are nostly turf-
men, but they have not had the coumage to resist the
temptation of ready moneýy down . and now,if reflec-
tion saddens then, it only renains for thens and
others tu go bouth and buy better unes than those
they have parted with. The abducted mares are
none of them terribly high-bred or of very fashionable
strains, if we except the English marce Lady Glasgow,
bought recently for the Philadelphian millionaire,
Mr. A. J. Cassatt. It is easy enough to replace
them, and we hope tiai to some iegiee th.s may be
done. In the natural course of things the lovers of
the turf will, for turf purposes, be introducing pur-
chases from the American side of our boundary, and,
when their running qualities are exhausted, some of
them will be relegated to stud purposes. After all,
the breedng of thoroughbred racers is but of second-
ary importance to that general improvement of the
breed which is secured by the crossing of colder-
blooded mares with blood stallions, and these may
always be obtancd in the States better than they are
bred in Canada. bo undeniable is the advantage of
a " drop of blood," su %tell and universally recog-
nized is the debt a good bit of stuff is always under to
sorme parent tracing to the stud book, tiat, we may be
sure blood stallions will always, more or less, be

racing psrospccts. The sale of su man) high.bred,
matrons is a blow to hlie future of those contests,
which are confinct to .nimals bred in the Do-
imsinion, and in the failtre or success of which a deal
of local entlhusiasms is alvays arcused. But there are
hardly as many thorougibrcd marcs in the Province
as there are cotindes, so that tlie injury even tO r.cìng
prospects must be admsitted to bc measureable by the
possibility there was of any great access to the turf,
hal the maies all renained here. The truti, we sus.
pect, is that Canada is not a congenial field for rac-
ing, and ils attendant surroundiigs. The Ontario
Jockey Club has taken hold of fiaud by the throat,
and lias given very excellent mseetings, wiere first-
rate sport was scen, and nothirg occurred to mar the
suîccess of an evident refoimiaticn. But las the 'club
induced one man of means and losition to join the
ranks o race horse owneis? Is it iot still an amuse-
mient carried on, under strict supervision, it is 'rue, but
too suci in the interest of the professional trainers
and jockeys ? In however a distant degrec of comn-
parison have we hopes ofa Lord Falmouth, or a Bel-
mont cr a Cassatt joining the turf fron a pure love of
the sport, and of ai oble animal ? So far as ive can
sec the prospect is r.ot a chseerful one for those who
sec in the promotion of racing the only chance of
dotting the country uver with thoroughbred stallions,
and ive fear that il must be left to the enterprhe of
breedeis, rather than sportisien, to procure sires in
the Aierican market.

The enorious growth of racing in the States is due
tu the gip..: sums which can new be won by success-
fuil rarers ihere, and ibis it is thatias led to the search
for 'rood mares, and to a sudden increase in the nom-
ber of blood colts dropt, that will soon make Bruce's
book vie with the time-honored pages of Wetherby.
Among the natural results will be a plethota of thor-
ougi-bred stallions, and none the worse for being bra-
ken down. Moderately successful entire racers vill be
procurable ai the price of a good carriage horse. And
to this near event we would direct the attention of
Canadian farners.

Under totally different social circuistances to those
obtaining in Canada, the sister colony ofAustralia lias
witnessed a development of racing and breeding such
as is now to be seen going on to the south of us. Bî.t
we repeat that in this genecration we think promoters
of the sport in Canada have an uphill game to fight.
While not despairing of secturing the services of blood
stallions without the incentive of rich prizes on the
Canadian turf, we will admit that honest racing must
have a tendency to encourage thcir I.u -nase and re-
tention in the country.

The returns fromi the frontier custom bouses would
tell how many saddle horses the Americans have found
in Ontario during the last six or seven years, and the
list would be a long ore. Many, too, hase been
taken to England, at prices highlyremunerative to the
farmers %ho have bred them. Nine-tenths of these
animals have been sired by a thoroughbred stallion.
The same may be said of Toonto and Montreal,
where the establishment of packs of fox hounds bas
led wealthy young men to look for hunters. Both
these cies are full of half-bred horses, used under
saddle, and got by blood sires (rom the farmner's coarser,
bigger framed mares. In all quarters that demand will
increase rather than abate, and if we can view the
wholesale expurt of blood mares with tolerable equa
nimity, it is because we believe tbat American sires
will be procured from aI.e States, just asour Canadian
ewcs and bulîs are sought rur by our neighbors desir-
ous of improving their flocks and herds by crossing
them with the best obtainable reale.
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