
Teaching Childlren to Talk.

the university, and of the many in-
spiring lectures which, by the courtesy
of Harvard College, are open to them
without cost. Thus they add, to the
instruction of the school those culti-
vating opportunities which come to
Cambridge residents from the fact
that ail the lecturers of highest dis-

tinction in Europe and America co'ne
to speak for Harvard sooner or
later.

It is out of our plan to speak of the
advantages of Cambridge and Boston
as educational centres, though this
might be made extra on which much
could be said.-Thle Schoo Journ al.

IF I were asked how much education
a woman should receive, I should

answer unhesitatingly : "Enough to
enable her to teach lier children to
speak English with reasonable purity."
That she could get this in a gram-
mar school, I will not deny ; that she
does get it in a college course, except
in rare cases, I do deny most emphati-
cally.

I do not refer to grammatical ac-
curacy, as I an addressing a class of
readers who habitually apply the lavs
of grammar to their every-day speech,
do not get confused with their past
tenses and participles, think one neg-
ative at a time sufficient, and use ad-
jectives and pronouns in their proper
places.

If any one will listen critically to
the speech of those around him, even
among the vealthy and cultivated
classes, lie will be surprised at the rar-
ity of cases where " you " is pro-
nounced properly. "Don't you" is call-
ed "l Don-chuh,'" " will you," " will
yuh," and so on. "l To " is called

tuh," and " for,> "l fur."
All that can be done in an article

of this length is to call the attention
of readers to a few errors which are
taught to children, to create a desire
to examine the laws of pronunciation,
as they are the only safe guides, and
to impress upon them the necessity of
teaching little ones to speak correctly.

This teaching must be done at
home as well as in school. No out-
side training can make the ordinary

child forget the language he is taught
from infancy. I have heard families
of grown sons and daughters, who
have been fairly educated, repeating
the orthoepical errors of the parents
in a manner which would have been
amusing if it had not been pathetic.

School training is decidedly defec-
tive in this essential. Authors indi-
cate the proper pronunciation by
means of diacritical markings from
the chart up. The teacher in almost
every case teaches her own peculiari-
ties of speech. That this article may
have sorme practical value to those
who really wish to teach their chil-
dren to speak correctly from imitation,
the very best way, I will systematize
somewhat. Merely a hint can be
given under each heading, however,
and those sounds referred to which
are the first words of child speech.

Three things should be considered:
Theý articulation of consonants ; the
enunciation of vowels ; the placing of
accent. Grown persons shovld try by
some sort of vocal gymnastics to cul-
tivate that flexibility of the organs of
speech which will enable ther to
articulate consonant sounds. Chil-
dren seem to havq that flexiblity
naturally, and they will imitate clear-
cut consonant sounds with surprising
accuracy.

While in most mouths ail the con-
sonants are habitually muffled and in-
distinct, some are more badly treated
than others. All singers and elocu-
tionists are taught to form words in the
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