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six parts, The Education of the (1) Percep- -
tive Powers, (2) Representative Powers, (3)

Thought Powers, (4) Emotions, (5) Will
Powers, and (6) The Art of Teaching. A
really practical and helpful book has been
written for the use of the profession by Prof.
Baldwin, and we hope that many of our
readers will get it for themselves; it is
one that will repay reading, and may be re-
commended to all teachers, whether in rural
or city schools. (D. Appleton & Co. $1.50.)

WELLs OF ENGLISH, by Isaac Bassett
Choate (Boston : Roberts Bros. $1.50) is
a tastefully prepared volume which will fill
a vacant place, Mr. Choate truly says,
« We should go to the great poets to learn
what our literature ought to be, but to those
of a lower rank to find out what our litera-
ture has been and is,” Forty is the number
of the authors chosen, among whom we may
be permitted to mention, Raleigh, Lovelace,
Marlowe, - Massinger, Walton, Fuller and
Herrick. The book is pleasant reading
throughout, and few will open it without
feeling a certain attraction to it.

Great. Writers. A new series of critical
biographies, edited by Professor Eric S.
Roberison, MLA. 1s. each. Volumes already
issued : Longfellow, Coleridge, Dickens,
Dante, Gabriel Rossetti, Samuel Johnson,
Darwin, Charlotte Bronte, Thomas Carlyle,
Adam Smith, Keats, Shelley, Smollet, Gold-
smith, Scott, Burns, Victor Hugo, Emerson,
Goethe, Congreve, Bunyan, Crabbe, Heine,
Mill, Schiller, Captain Marryat, Lessing,
Milton, Balzac, George Eliot, Jane Austen,

Browning, Byron, Hawthorne, Schopen- -

hauer, Sheridan, Thackeray, Cervantes.
(Londen : Walter Scott.) It is a more or
less disputed question as to whether it is
profitable to study literature biographically,
making the life-history of the author a part
of the class-instruction. Whatever may be
recommended by the skinflint educationists,
those who are ruled by examinations and
are given over to marks and results, there
can be little doubt, it seems to us, that to
understand 2 man’s words thoroughly, we
must know what manser of man he was.
And whatever may be advisable to select
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as material actually or directly used in
class-work, there surely can be little ques-
tion as to whether or not the teacher who
is to interest and awaken the minds of
his pupils should be familiar with the
life of the man of letters whose writings he
takes up. :

We have therefore more than usual plea-
sure in directing the attention of our readers
to this excellent series. Burns, by Prof.
Blackie, will be one of the most popular .
pumbers. It is a capital biography. Richard
Garnett, LL.D., contributes three volumes
—Milton, Emersun and Carlyle—all ad-
mirable, but probably Carlyle’s is the
best. Dr. Garnett guides us skilfully and
impartially through the life and work
of his subject, and leaves a clear impres.
sion of the man and his place in the world
of writers. Two others are by William
Sharp—Shelley and Browning. The former
is a fit memorial of Shelley, and a worthy
addition to Jiterary biography; of the latter,
one can only say that till it appeared we had
no brief life of this great poet at all adequate
to our needs. Mr. Marzials has written the
volume on Dickens ; a sympatheticared satis-
factory biography of Lord Byron, is by the
Hon, Roden Noel; Coleridge, by Hall
Caine ; and Xeats, by W. M. Rossetti. We
can only say that each presents a charming
picture, and that the writers have performed
their tasks with good taste, sound and accu-
rate literary judgment, and commendable
diligeoce.
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