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at Ille lime. Upon the rcassemibiing of tbe Generai Congress iii May,
1776. the great question of itidependence was for the first tinie proposed.
During the adjournment of the delegates the worst governient Great
Britain hiad ever knowni, encouragcd t>' its niost ciespotic of Kings. lîad
rejected the petition of thc coloniets praying for rcdress of their griev-
ances and biad resoived upon the inost drastic nîeasures to drive tlieir
American fcilow subjects into submlission. An Act was passed
iirovi<intg for the increase of the arrny and navy and tbc
hiiring of seventeenl tbousaîîd Hanoverian and Hiessian niiercen-
aries to chastisc tbe colonists. The King cntertaincd the hlope that sncbi
a display of force %vould ovcrawe the rising tide of rebeilion, but iii this
lie sadly hîsudc is people. J-le liad received ample warniing-s froin
Anierica and from bis abiest statesilnen in Eligiand, niotably sucb inen
as Chatham, Cannclen, Slheiburne. Fox, Burke, and Cavendish that the
spirit of frecdoni in tbc proud brcast of cverv British snbject couid not
be qunccbcd evcnt by a King andl Parlianient and tbat the funldanicutai
principles of the lBritish Constitution wvou1d iii thc end prevail.

M lien the inew,; of the pa.ssiing of tbis Act rcachc<I Amlerica. Ille
country. as a whoie, -%v:<s <lctcrinied to resist the invasion of thecir righits.
Fier>' editors ani pamphiletccrs precched tbc doctrine of iiependence.
Tbhoimas Pincies pamphlet 'Conmiioi ene was rendI iii evcry village and
limlct andi more tbail any other agcncy diffnscd the s-ciltiimcnts.1an<i feel-
inigs wvhich produccd Ille act of cario.Yeu in the face of the agitation
for indcpenidcncc, only four of tbc colonies lind takeni a position. wlîicb,
ljin Ille iosî favourable construction, could bc iitcrp)rete(i as giving
anthorit>' 10 tlhcir dclegalcs 10 vote for a 1)ccla raîtion of Indepeindcntce,
ii sncb a resoltit;o,îsbul Ite iiitrmi d lesistanice to the ig
forccs wvas hield b- Ille great inajorit>' Io be quite compatible wviti a
des.ýire to preserve tbe oid political tics. A patrailel mcase ban, beel apiti>y
ciled in tuiai of UIc Daronis of r\lnnlvmcdt(e. %V1 w -IÇ had o ttlolngtî M!
reiiouni.,ing- ti-ir tlgia-tnce or cbialging the forîn of g,,overiiiieit whicn
Ible> Nwresîci tbc 'Magnia Cliarta froin anu oveceriing King.

(nl lune 7th. 177(). ancolîo in favour of indfeendenice %va., snb-
iuctid bo tlle Conigrcss b>' Richard H-enry Lee and. afier >outelicus.oî

it wvas folund flit Ille lime was not yct ripe tû hring it to a vote, alid fur-
iller Conisideration Wvaq postpionicd for a period of tbrce weeks. On julv ist
te debhaîc was resuinîed. andi il. îas dIctcrni upon the motion of Somne
-tutC politiciau. whosc rine lia1s nlot beenl p)rcsrvcd., Ibat **tbe decîston

o-n the question. wlvhatevcr illigbit bc tbe mtate of te votes. sltoul(i appear
to thc %vorild as; te unainious voice ni the cogcs" On tue first
vcte si.\ colonics wer-c inii fvour oi indepcnldcncc and six 'vere an.inst it

ananon- titose iii favour nf rcîainling Briti.sb connlection. wvas


