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BEHOLD THE MAF_L i

yeraphy, we are told, is thef most
of all reading. . ‘This:thought

.4 expresssion in the la.nguage‘of

cet who said:

.« of great men all remind us

"% hav make our lives sublime;

ieparting, leave behind us’
L'Zfrims on the sands of timer”

of us can hope te Pe classed
the great; but we may all hope
our lives sublime. Most of
.n recall the name of the general
Jed the British forces to the cap-|
of Delhi during the great Mu,
and if we happen to have for-
~ it, any history will tell us what
" But how few of us know, or
we shall look: to find out, the
e of the subaltern and his chosen
i-uninns, who carried the powder
to the gate of the city and set
fuses alight, amid a storm of hos-
., bullets. Yet these unknown
roes made their lives sublime by
glorious circumstances of their
Some years ago a little book,
¢ the life story of Hedley Vick-
was found in hundreds of house-
Vickers was a young officer
97th Foot.  His life was singu-
rlv lovely. Amid all the high liv-
i not to say dissipation, of a gar-
; led an exemplary life, com-
qing the respect of his associates
oll as of the rank and file. He
at Inkerman, his last words to
his men being: “This way 97th.”
was an unobtrusive yet sublime
and the story ef it has had a po-
tent influence in the whele English-
speaking world. He was true to. his
God; true to his fellows and the hour
and article of death found him true
;n his country. ot blo;raphiea of
Napoleon there are -Scores, .‘a;nd of
commentaries on his life and character
the number is legion. He has been
regarded from every point of "'v!ew,
ranging, as Victor Hugo says, “from
man to’ demon.” Undoubtedly his
career i3 full of lessons, even though
very few of mankind can hope to
move in the ‘sphere in which he is
almost ‘alome. _Students have delved
long and diligently “to discover facts
cor:coming the life, of Shakespeare,
with not very great:smccess. ‘We have
clubs for the study: ‘of Browning as
a man and a poet. .JBut great as was
the influence of these men upon their.
times, and valiable @8 are the lessons
which they have: bedueathed to pos-
terity, there i on& .personage, who
§: them: all;;so far sur-
- avert

iife,

so far surpassﬂ
passes all me
&s far as s
he stands out ‘preeminenmt: . Negdiess
to say. that person is Jesus of Nazar-
eth. - There<is no necessity of :'st,u@y-
ing hooks: ‘of - dotctrine - to learn . this.
We call the best governed, the most
progressive, the happiect part of the
world Christendom, because Wwe be-
lieve not only that He was the Christ,
but because it is to His teaching and
the example of his life and death that
we owe the wonderful movement,
which rescued the ecivilized world
from the darkness of materialism and
set it upon the road to a.dva.ncement.
This being the case, if the biographies
of other men are valuable reading,
how much more ounght not His biog-
raphy to be worthy of intense study.
But to get the. best out of such a-study
we must be careful always to behold
the man. Ordinary students can well
afford to leave to people, who &valve
doctrines and delight in theology, the
determination of theories as to His
nature and the method by which His
work has redeemed or will redeem hu-
manity; ordinary students can afford
to leave to sectaries the task of split-
ting hairs so as to distinguish between
ecclesiastical tweedledum and eccle-
siastical tweedledee, They should take
the facts as they find them, and
study forward from facts, not back-
ward into impenetrable mysteries of
the mind of God. = When the common
people get to know and ' understand
Jesus the Man, they will, like the
common people on the hillsides of Pal-
estine, “Hear Him gladly.”

A “Laymens’ Missionary” dinner
was held in Toronto a week or so ago.
It was attende@ by prominent business
and professional men, and its: object

the launching of the “Laymen's
sionary Movement” in Canada. It
started in obedience to a conviction

ch is making headway with re-
markable rapidity, that the salvation
of our institutions depends upon a
recognition of the principles of Christ's
teachings. 'We purposely do not say
Christianity, for untortunatelxg, Christ-
fanity has beem so much befogged by
cclesiasticism that it is not easy to
tell just what it is. .But there can
no possible doubt about Jesus
nself, no possible misunderstanding
ibout what He taught, and this new
movement, which is absofutely unde-
nominational, proposes fo make these
teachings better known to the masses

f the people; as well within as with-
out the horders of Christendom. This
is an illustration of the turning to
Jesus, manifested 80 generally
throughout the civilized world, to
reference was made in these
columns some months ago. Men,

where His name “is known, are

aking a greater ‘interest* than ever in

the Man“’of Nazpareth. His second

advent seems ‘at hand, not ih the form

Ol an appearance in the heavens of

* whoe will set up a kingdom upon

, but as a vital forme dominat-

ing the lives of men, ‘as nothiw else
Hds ever conmirolled them.,

‘Study the life of Jesus. The*biog-
raphy of Him, as written by His con-

t{emporaries is very brief and dis-

‘connected; but pernaps this 1§ Just as

‘well: - Too great detail might have

led to: discrepancies, and the value of
the simiple story might have béen 'lost
in disputes over the accuracy of the
vespective versions. There is enough
n 'the Four Gospels; but s there are
some, probably many, to whom the
phraseology of those books has become
so hackneyed that they read them
‘mechanically, it may be well for them
to procure some of the many rexcel-
lent ‘works, which deal With His life
and teachings in the language and
style of today. TUpon this page will
be found a contributed article in which
8 somewhat. extended treference is

"made to’ certain books of this class,

and we invite readers to peruse it.
The books referred to can be pur-
chased at the. city book stores.

SPARTANV SOCIALISM

We have quite & number of theoret-
ical Socialists nowadays, and occa-
sionally some enthusiasts endeav-
or to put their ideas into prae-
tice, but invariably withous  suc-
cess. Most of them think
that they are in advance of the age,
but this is an error. Socialism is an
old experiment. Attempts have been
made to apply to practical life in
different ages and "in different coun-
tries. The most conspicuous success
was in the Kingdom of Sparta, one of
the little nations into which Greece
was divided. Lycurgus, who is said
to have lived about 2700 years ago, is
generally credited with being the
founder of Spartan Socialism, but pos-
sibly, as is frequently the case, his

.name has only become associated with

the -culmination of ‘a movement. "It
seems hardly possible that one man
could have completely won over the
people of a state to such extraordinary
laws as those which are called by his
name. 3

Spartan Socialism was a pobust type.
It was based in the first place upon an
equal division of the land, and to the
several parcels the occupiers had mno
title, only the right to use it. The
next important step was the adoption
of iron currency. This was purposely
made so heavy as to render the poss-
ession of any considerable quantity of
it 4 burden, and as precautions were
taken to make the metal excessively
brittle the “coins” were  useless for
any other purposes. Since men could;
not accumulate land, and the accum-
ulation ‘'of money was a _source of

A great’ frodble to“its possessdf, dll m

were altke poor. The result -of -such
a condition of things was that compe-
tition in everything except what fitted
a man for the pursuit of war was
unknown in Sparta. The arts and
sciences were neglected, and  the
Spartans became little else than a na-
tion of hardy ruffians. The peaple ate
at public tables, ‘to which each man
was expected to contribute his share.
There were many ~such tables,
each occupied by a party which
formed a sort of a club for eating
purposes.  Only on the rarest occa-
sions was a man allowed to eat alone
or with his family. The male popu-
lation went about naked for the most
part; the women uere usually clothed,
but were required from time to time
to- joim naked in public games. Mar-
rilage was encouraged, and unmarried
men were denied many privileges.
When a child was born, it was in-
spected by the magistrates. If it
was found sound in body it was re-
turned to its parents; if it was weak-
ly or deformed, it was killed. Theft
and lying were  encouraged, . because
they were useful in war. There does
not appear to have been any code of
morality in the laws of Lycurgus.
This in a general way represents the
fundamental principles of Spartan So-
cialism. 2 What was the result? This
can be stated in a few words. It was
the development of a very remarkable
race of men and women. Contrary
to what might be supposed the women
were modest and virtuous and the
young men lived what we nowadays
call moral lives. There was no “so-
cial evil,” and the: people. were all

‘exceedingly " temperate’ ‘in’ their hab-

its.. - A race of Avonderful warriors
was produced, but it is only the simple
truth to say that these things were
aceomplished at the’ expense of every-
thinig which goes to make up sweet-
ness. of character, genius, learning or
mental and material progress. Sparta
pred fighting men for several cen-
turies, but that is all she did breed.
There perhaps never was 8 race ' of
people, who were their equals in phys-
jeal development or more resolute and
courageous. To them death  was
nothing; possibly because life held so
little. To those who place physical
perfection “coupled  with - unwavering
courage, first dmong human qualities,
there never was a race of people more
worthy of admiration; but when this
has been said, all has been said. Spar-
ta had no walls, and for hundreds of
years its soil was inviolate, but its in-
fluence was limited to its own terri-
tory. It produced no impression upon
the thought or manners of the age
outside of its pwn _poundaries. It failed
in all its attemipts at conquest. = Had
it Been otherwis¥éi=bad Sparfan Social-
ism_ become genéral, the’eivilization
of Greece and Rome would have been
impossible, and the progress of hu-
manity would have been -arrested.

In these days of fads and theories
it is well occasionally to refresh our

| memories as pyggér,expgrlmenta tried

D

e

in earlier pariods of history. No one
can readsthe story of Sparta, no one
can  inferm himself as to the details
Lot ‘life in that community, without
feeling. that the result of this great
experiment in’ Sccialism was an utter
failure in everything except the pro-
duction of men whe knew how and
were mot afraid to fight. OQur modern
Socialism would do away with war,
. and perhaps: that is why they :think
their Socialism would succeed where
that .of . Lycurgus failed; but if they
would study history more and- the
writings of- theorists less, they would
see that -the things they advocate
would not ,bring about the results
which they  desire. The effect of
Spartan Sogialism dpon individuality
was crushing.- Hvery incentive to the
betterment ;6% a man’s position was
taken away! hence there was no intel-
lectual advi ment. There was: little
or no home life. There was nothing
approaching ™ culture. If it . were
claimed By that doing away with war
the  energies of the people would be
turned into other avenues of activity,
it may be answered that without the
incentive to personal ‘development
given:-by the desire and possibility of
individual advancement, there would
be little or no activity, The . chief
reason why Spartan Socialism accom-
plished what it did was because the
nation was ruled by an absolute oli-
garchy, which administered the laws
without mercy. Modern | Socialists
would not permit this. Socialism and
democracy would have to go hand in
hand in these days. Hence the ex-
ample of Sparta contains little éncour-
agement for the modern aposties of
that ecult.

There is perhaps nothing in all his-
tory, which ‘appeals to. the imagina-
tion more than the spectacle of a
whole people subordinating everything
to proficiency in art of war. It pro-
duced a remarkable race. Leonidas,
who ‘at the Pass of Thermopylae held
back the.hosts of Persia, was a Spar-
tan king, although the majority of
those who fought by his side were not
his fellow countrymen. This gallant
resistance, when a force of nearly &
thousand men lay down their lives to
keep the foe at bay, has comeasdown:
to uns as - the most splendid example
of heroism of which the world has a
record. It was indeed a magnificent
display of patriotic courage, and it is
worthy of note that three hundred of
those who fell were Socialists. But
we direct attention to the fact that
these men ' were animated by patriot-
ism. They believed in such a thing
as love of country. They were not
men, who Ilooked upon the emblems
of their country as a badge of servi-
tude, or wha declined to pay respect
to constituted authority. Socialism in:
Sparta was on the whole a failure;
but it produced some fruits, for which
the world is the better.- The lesson
which this experiment, extending over
several centuries, teaches is not favor-
able to the teachings of modern So-
cialists, iy e

UNKNOWN LANDS

(First Article)

During- the last few years so jmuch
information. has bgex(c obtgined g con-
cerning portions of Can T thet, In
l-the opinion of ‘most -people, W re-
garded as useless, that it seems: alto-
gether probable that there areother
parts of the world” which, whert they
are better known, will be seentto be
fitted by and bye to play a far more
important part in human history than
they have hitherto done. Therefore we
propose to print a series of brief arti-
cles upon unknown, or-perhaps. more
correctly, speaking, little known lands.
That selected for today is Arabia.

To most of us Arabia is little more
than a geographical expression. We
know where it is, and we associate it
with sandy deserts and wandering
tribes, and look upon it as being for
the most part one of the waste parts
of the earth. This is an erroneous
idea, although a very great deal has
yvet to be learned about a very great
part of the country. Arabia has an
area of about a milllon and a quar-
ter square miles, but only a compar-
atively small part of it has been<thor-
oughly explored. It lies in the great
desert zone, which extends from the
Atlantic to the North Pacific ocean,
and includes the Sahara, the desert re-
gions of Persia and Central Asia as
well as Arabia; but just as throughout
other parts of this zone, there are'hab-
itable areas, where at first sight all
would appear to be hopeless desola-
tion, so fuller exploration than has
yvet been made may show the existence
of many such places in the interior of
this great peninsula, where the map-
mdkers have marked the countfy as
useless. Onmne reason for believing that
the country is for the most part a
great waste is the absence of perman-
ent rivers, nearly all the streams dry-
ing up during a part of the year. There
are very many great dried-up water
courses, in which at one time ‘large
rivers must have flowed. The absence
of permanent rivers is due to the ab-
sence of forests, but the existence of
these old river beds is almost cone
clusive proof that the country was at
one time heavily forested.. The eleva-
tion of the interior is wvery consider-
able, some “extensive: plateaux ‘being
8,000 feet and’'more above the sea level
Upon some of these rain has never
been known' to fall; day-after day and
yvear after year the sKy presents the
same perféet cloudless* ‘serenity. In
such pldces. there” 18" absolutely no
trace of vegetation. Ia other exten-
sive localities there i8’an annual rainy
season, and the or produced vary
with the altitude; almost everything in
the vegetable: line' being successfully
cultivated. There~ are also - vast
stretches of splendid pasture  lands,
where -the grasses are Intermingled
with fragrant aromatic herbs, ‘What
the extent of these areas is can be
fixed only approxlhately. 'On. the
higher levels winter frosts are of fre-
quent occurrence, but they are never
very severe or long continued. Proper-
ly speaking, there is no winter in any
part “‘of the country. In very many
places the soil is of- great fertility
and’ yields luxuriantly, notwithstand-
ing the very imperfect system of ag-
riculture practiced by the people.

A general description of the country
is as follows: It is a table land, flem-
med in by low mountains, which are
almost wholly barren where they face
the sea. Within the mountains is a
range of desert, which extends almost
without & break all around.the pénin-
sula, except at the morth,'and broad-
ening at the south” and east into &
vast tract ¢f burnipg sand, with’ only
a few oases scattered through it
Roughly  speaking, 'these mountains
and the desert area are estimated to
occupy two-thirds of the surface. of
the . country, the remaining third,
which 1s  considerably larger., than
Brittsh Columbia, ®eing, as faf as is
known, madé up of.a_series of rolling
table. lands intersected: with deep val-

000. The Encyclopdedia Britannl
puts 9,000,000 as an apbmximately'ooﬁs ‘by

:tends nearly twenty ‘centuries ‘before

| iginally occupied the country, have

leys. . In this respect this portion of
Arabia resembles the central part of
our own -province. On the higher
levels there is rich pasturage; in. the
valleys agriculture can be prosecuted
with the greatest possible success.
The great “Red” desert, so called
from the color of its sand, covers &
large area in the south. It is almost
absolutely unexplored. Very extraor-
dinary accounts are given by the peo-
ple who live on its borders of the won-

derful things to’ be found in its re-|

cesses; but as there is mo trustworthy
account of any one having ever pene-
trated far across its intensely hosnied,
shifting sands, these stories must be
taken with the greatest margin ~f al-
lowance. It is interesting to hnew,
however, that palm trees dourish in
many places, notwithstanding the un-
propitious nature of the surfaca (f ine
groun‘d. and the absence ~f rainfall, a
act which  indicates - that there is
moisture beneath the sands. This may
come to the surface somewhere and
make the land hébitable.

The population “of this country is
estimated at from- 8,000,000 "to 12,000,

rect-figure. ‘The history of Arabia ex-|

the beginping of the - Christian Era,
and a mdss of traditions profess to
carry it back to an almést illimitable
past, when a race of giants peopled the
land. The present inhabitants are not
aborigindls, and while it is hopeless to
distinguish what'is true and what is
pure fable in the stories, which have
come down from very ancient times,
it is certain that the races, which or-

suggest the trend of the thought of
“Eece Homo.” It only remains to be
said that it is written In a singularly

The Story Teller

" Current Verse

clear and incisive style. And there-,
with is connected one of the curiosi-
ties of eriticism. Dean Church, a
critic of great acumen, pronounced the

be the work of Dr. Newman. It has
of course been known for long years
now that it's author was John R.:
Seeley.

The “Theological Essays” of the late
Frederick Denison Maurice procured
his dismissa]l from his professional
chair in King’s college, London, in
1865, on the ground of the heterodoxy,
if not heregy, of his view of eternal
death. The late Principal Tulloch
wrote of Maurice: “It was said of
Spinoza, by Novalis, that he was a
God-intoxicated man, but of all mod-
ern men, Maurice seems to me to have
most deserved this name. He lived a3
few men have ever lived in the Divive.
He was, as Mr. Gladstone has sald of
him, applying words of Dante, /a
spiritual splendor’ The Divine em-
braced him.?

The late Dr. Momerie is represented
his “Immorality” and “Belief in
God.” Like
ble with King’s college, though neith-
er of these books constituted the
ground of offence. Professor Campbell
Fraser, of Edinburgh, spoke of him in
presenting him for the degree of LL.
D. in 1887, as “one of the very fore-
most of philosophical thinkers and
Christian orators,” and described his
writings as ‘“remarkable for depth
and originality of thought, combined
with breadth of sympathy and lucid-'

utterly disappeared. = Whether they
were driven out by invaders, or per-
ished during a series of disasters,
which  converted a once fertile land
into a desert, ‘cannot be told. The
traditions of the giants seem prima
facie evidence of the fact that these
aboriginal people had attained a very
considerable degree of progress. Pos-

ity of style” And his “Belief in God”
‘he called “the most interesting and
valuable of all.” “Immortality” is the
more interesting of the two to the gen-
'eral reader, as it is made up of a
series of popular discourses on this
‘ subject, in very informal style, and il-
lustrated with a ' delightful series of
poetical extracts, .

We may follow up Momeries’ “Im-

book, which appeared anonymously, 10 fish

Maurice, he was in trou-. ¢

Difficult to Catch

New Member (who desires to be
club’tg'oble, to old member)—'Da vyou

Ofd Member (who hasn's been intro-
duced)—What for?=-"The Sketch.’

Chivalry

Senator Tillman was attacking an of-
fender who had pleaded a hypocritical
and false excuse.

“Why, he crled, ‘the man is worse
than that rich coal driver who said
to his weigh clerk during a blizzard:

“Jim, make that ton of coal for
Smith, 250 pounds short. Mrs Smith
is a poor delicate widow, and she will
have to carry all of it up two flights
of stairs. I don’t want her to overtax
her strength.”—Washington Star.

Purity in English.

The principal of a certain school re-
lates an incident in comnection with
the closing day exercises: ‘At the con-
clusion of the programme, a prize win-
ner was surrounded by congratulating

riends.

“sWeren't you awfully afraid you
would not get.it, Hattle,” asked one,
“when there was so many contest-
ants?” .

“‘Oh no!” cheerfully exclaimed
Hattie, “Because 1 knew that when it
came to English composition I ad 'em
ail skinned.” '—Canadian Courier.

il N i 4 YRR AL S Ty
Faith in the Doctor. :

The most remarkable instance of
simple faith in the abilities of a phy-
siclan, says a Baltimore doctor, ‘came
within my experience when I was a
student in Philadelphia.

I had a patient, an Irishman, who
had broken a leg. When the plaster
bandage was removed and a lighter
one substituted, I observed that one
of the pins went in with some diffi-
culty, a fact I could not understand at

sibly some day, when a fuller explor- ‘mortallty” with Dean Farrar's “Bter- o5 =0

ation of the country has been made,

nal Hope,” in which that writer with

‘It was a afterward that I removed

we may learn something which will his customary brilliancy examines the been
cast light, not only upon the value of Whole question of the dogma of the g&ﬁi%ax}h;:dl ff::t"‘ ditt}‘;:itng: ,?;,%ssary
the land to mankind at the present everlastingness of punishment in the to remove it with forceps. To my great
day, but also upon ‘thé part it played light of the Bible ‘and of human na- . - ihment on examination, I found

in-the history of the race in times
which are now regarded as pre-his-
torie.

. O s

Christianity and
‘ Modern Thought

{Contributed.)

An enterprising. spirit, which de-
serves well of the .reading public of
Victoria, has been displayed in one of
the city book stores in a -reeent im-
portation. It consists of a number of
the sixpenny editions of religious and
philosophical works .which are being
issued in Great Britain by firms:such
as the . Macmillans, Longmans and,
especially noteworthy, ‘H. R. Allenson.
When it is said that there are.com-
prised in the selegtion: the works of

| men like ! F.  D. . Maurice, Sir J.

Seeley, 4. W. Momerig, G. J.

it - is - literature.efs no ‘mean .order: of
merit, and that-tHetreatment of their
respective subjectsiwill be both ean-
did and forceful. (A brief notice of
some of the books will be of interest.

“Ecée HOmo” appeared anonymous-
Iy in 1865, and immediately caused in-
tense excitement “in the - religious
world. ‘It purportéd to be a “Survey
of the ' Life and- Work - of Jesus
Christ,” and- the ‘conditions - under
which” thizs survey  was made were
laid down in the 'original preface in
the following words: “Those who
feel dissatisfied with the current comn=
ceptions of Christ, if they cannot rest
content. without 4' definite opinion,
may find it necessdry to do what to
persons not so dissatisfied it seems
audacious and perilous to ‘do. They
may be obliged to reconsider the whole
subject from the beginning, and plac-
ing themselves in ‘imhagination at the
4ime when he whom we call Christ
bore no =such name, but was+ simply,
‘as St. Luke describes him, a young
man of promise, dpopular with those
who knew him and appearing to enjoy
the Divine favor, to trace his biog-
raphy from point to pdint, and accept
those conclusions’ about him, not
which church doctors or even apostles
have sealed with their 'anthority, but
whiech the facts themselves, critically
weighed, appear 'to warrant * * * No
theological questions whatever are
here discussed. * * * He has ehdeav-
oréd to furnish an answer to the ques-
tion, What was ’Christ's object in
founding the society which is called by
his name, and how 1is it adapted to
attain that object?” - In the first part
of hig book, the adthor traces the con-
nection between the Christian ¢hurch
and the previous history of the He-
brew people, and presents the claimss
and credentials of ‘its Founder, Legis-
lator and Judge,' especially pointing
out that His authority was accepted
neither as the result of sheer power
nor of persuasion, but as tHe result of
that “which had the effect, not mere-
1y of securing obedience, but of excit-
ing enthusiasm and devotion. - He laid
men under an immense obligation.”
His self-denial, in_ the face of trans-
cendental greatness -and of extraordin-
ary powers, manifesting itself in pov-
erty, labor, and, finally, the death of
the innocent, was to be the rule of
their lives too, and “the Law and the
Law-giver together were enshrined in
their. -inmost hearts for inseparable
veneration.” And the leading princi-
ple of the author’s view of Christ may
be seen in the following beautiful pas-
sage: “Christ gathered all men into
a common relation to himself, and de-
manded that each should set him on
the pedestal of his heart, giving a
lower place to all other objects of
worship, to father and mother, to hus-
band or wife. In him should the loy-
alty of all hearts centre, he should
be their pattern, their Authority and
Judge. Of him and of his service
should no man be ashamed, but to
those who acknowledged it morality
should be an easy yoke, and the law
of right as spontaneous as the law of
life; sufferings should be easy to bear,
and the loss of worldly. friends re-
paired by a new homnte in the bosom of
the Christian Kingdom; finally, in
death itself their sleep should be sweet

upon those whose tombstone it could|

be written ‘Obdormivit in Christo.’” In
the second part the Ilegislation of
Christ is very fully discussed, and the
Christian morality is shown to be
quite insufficiently described by the
common term ‘‘positive” as contrasted
with the “Thou shalt not” of the law
of Moses. . It is indeed the “Enthusi-
asm of Humanity.” - We speak of
Christian character rather than Chris-
tian law, that is to say, “the new
views, feelings and habits produced in
the Christian by this guiding enthusi-
asm.” These extracts will sufficiently

.

Romanes,
and F. W.- Farrar, Bowill.be seen that

ture. It is enriched with that wealth
‘of quotation and -reference which is
characteristic of all his writings, and
the. very fulness of which made some,
quite mistakenly, doubt the profundity
of his work. . !

Reference cannot be made to all the
books, for space forbids. But one at
any rate ought not to be overlooked—
“The Religious Doubts of Democracy.”
Unlike some .of the others, this is a'
new book, and one with an interesting
:history. Three years ago Robert
-Blatchford had published in the
{ “Clarion”, which he edits, a series of
articles. antagonistic: to Christianity.
These articles have since been coHect-
ed and widely circulated -under the
| title. “God- and- My Nejghbor.” With a
{ most. praisewerthy spirit , of - fairness,
j Mr. Blatchford invited replies -to his
arguments, and opened his pages to
writers from the Christian- standpoint.
(For six months there appeared week
{ by week in “three of the best columns”
an article, and the “writers: rangéd
from werkingmen Socialists to the ‘son
. of a peersand-the-daughter of-an arch-

bishop.” * These "essays have ' been
| edited - by Mr. George Haw, and they
deal, amongst - other = things,” with
“Christianity and Socialism,” ‘‘Chris~
tianity -and Rationalism,” “Christianity]
and Science,” “Christianity and Other
Religions;,” “Christianity and History,”
and “Christianity ‘and Atheism.” Of
course they are mostly of an ephemer~
.al character; they are popularly writ-
ten, for popular perusal, but still they
g0 deep and their foundations are
true and strong. It is something to
hear Tom Adams, an East London
railway man, describe the “Faith of a
Socialist Working Man,” - Professor
Bennett -of Hamptead college “In De-
fence of the Old Testament,” and
George. Haw on “The Way Out For
AlL” and all these, as it were, under
one rooftree. And it is something to
be able to read the sparkling para-
doxes of G, K. Chesterton as he writes
on “The Eternal Heroism of the
Slums,” “Miracles and Modern Civiliz-
ation,” and “Christianity and Ration-
alism.” You may disagree but you
cannot fail to be interested. Take this
on the Fall: “Without the idea of
the Fall all idea of progress is un-
meaning.. Mr. Blatchford says that
there was not a Fall, but a gradual
one. But the very word ‘rise’ implies
that you know to what you are ris-
ing. Unless there is a standard you
cannot tell to what you are rising or
falling. But the main point is that the
Fall, like every other large path of
Christianity, is embodied in the com-
mon language talked on the top of an
omnibus.’ Anybody might say, ‘Very
few men are really manly! Nobody
would say; “very few whales are really.
whaley.” If you wanted to dis-
suade a man from drinking his
tenth whiskey you slap him on
the back and say, ‘Be a man!’
No one who wished to dissuade a croc-
odile from eating his tenth explorer
would slap it on the back and say, ‘Be
a crocodile!” For we have no notion
of a perfect crocodile; no.allegory for
a whale expelled from his  whaley
Eden. If a whale came up 'to us and
said: ‘I am a new kind of whale; .I
have abandoned whalebone,” we should
not trouble. But if a man came up to
us (as many will sbon come up to us)
to say, “I am a new kind of man.
am the super-man. I have abandoned
mercy and justice,” we Should answer,
“Doubtless you are new, but you are
not mearer to the perfect man, for he
has been already in the mind of God.
We have fallen with Adam and we
shall rise with Christ; but we would
rather fall with Satan than rise with
you,’”

And Mr. Chesterton’s words may
fitly round off our reference to the
“Religious Doubts of Democracy”:
“In 'the whole of this controversy I
have felt the force of one thing, which
has really hit practical Christianity; I
think it is a good argument; I think
it 15 a terrible argument. It is that
this controversy is being conducted in
a non-Christian paper. It certainly is
a fair point scored against a religion
that the people who seem’ to be most
interested in it are those whao believe
it to be a fraud. I think, therefore,
that Mr. Blatchford’s magnanimity,
like all magnanimity, i8 - profoundly
philosophical and wise.”

We. can only make a passing refer-
ence to two other books: “The Chal-
lenge of Christian Missions” and “In
Relief of Doubt,” by the Nev. R. E.
Welsh, the able head of the Bible So-
ciety in Canada. They both breathe
the modern -spirit, ‘and are therefore
characterized by  an attitude of
thought which is at once. liberal and
evangelical. It is much to be hoped
that these. bopks- will be .widely cir-
culated and thoroughly read, and that
this first importation will be speedily

that the pin had actualiy been run
through the skin twice, instead of
through the bandage cloth.
“ ‘Didn’t you know that that pin was
sticking in you?” I demanded of the
tient.
™ ‘i‘eSx:xre!" he exclaimed.  “But as p &
thought ye knew  your business I held
my tongue.”’

Pro Bono Publico.

According to the Saturday Evening
Post,~ there lived in Detroit a man
who was the original Pro Bono Pub-
lico. .He was the chambpion letter-wri-
ter to the newspapers and to, the heads!
of all public enterprises. One of his
fade was to write every day to Presi-

dent Ledyard, of the Michigan Central P

Raflroad, and tell Ladyard wherein he
was failing in his conduct of the road.
There was a letter for Ledyard every
morning. They annoyed him, and he
sent for his general counsel one day
and said: “Russell, I'm getling tired
of these. letters, I will give you $3,000
more .a year.if you will find that man
and stop him for-twelve months.’ .

Three thousand dollars more a year
appealed to: Russell and he went out to
find the - letter~writer. - He found him
and made a business proposition. ‘Now
see here,” he said, “I want you to
stop writing letters to Mr. Ledya.rd. If
vou will quit for a year I will give you
$1,500.”

The letter-writer consented gladly.
Things went along swimmingly for
eleven months. Ledyard was happy and
Russell was happy. Then there was a
wreck on the road. The letter writer
could not resist the opportunity, and
he wrote to Ledyvard and told him what
he thought about the road and its
presidency and its management.

Ledyard sent the letter to Russell
with this endorsement: Here is where
you lose $£3,000.” And it was.

Rockefeller's Shrewdness

Even - in his early youth, Frank
Rockefeller must have possessed a
good share of that Rockefeller shrewd-
ness that later made the Standard Oil
company possible. The brother of the
oil king told a story -yesterday of boy-
hood craftiness, while joking about the
reports that he had met serious finan-
cial loss in salted mines and other
speculations.

“] see they have me ‘broke’ again,”
laughed the former Standard official
“Well, if I am, I won't always be, for
T'm to have a $12 a month pension be-
ginning in August. You can do lots
of things on $12.”

He referred tot the pension that all
Civil War veterans between the ages
of 62 and 70 years are to receive, un-
der a recent act of congress.

“I have always received the blanks
that would give me $12 a month if I
were to sign them,” said Mr. Rocke-
feller, “but even if I am broke, I am
going to wait until after my next
birthday, the 10th of next August. You
see the government records show. me
to be 64 years old, but the family Bible
makes me out only 62. That's tfie
reason I am going to wait until Aug-
ust before taking oath that I am 62.”

“When I wanted to go into the army
my parents at first tried to keep me
out of it, and then told me to go
ahead, for they thought I couldn’t get
in anyhow, as I was only 16. So I

I thought I would go. The day I went

down to enlist I wrote down eighteen
and put it in my shoe. Professor
‘White, principal of the high school
here then, was the recruiting officer.
He had known me nearly all my life,
and when I came along and wanted to
enlist he looked at me suspiciously.
‘Are you 187 he asked me. Tm over
18,’ T told him, thinking of the eighteen
in my shoe. He let it go at that, and
I went into the Seventh Ohio.”

Had It Ready

“Judge,”’ 'said the prisoner, “I would
like to ask a few questions before I enter
my plea.”

“You have the court’s perwission,” sald
the judge.

“If I go on trial,” said the prisoner, “do
I have to sit here and hear all the hypo-
thetical questions asked by the lawyers?’

“Certainly,”” said the judge.

“And hear all the handwriting experts?”

“Of course.”

«“And follow the reasoning of the chemis.
try and insanity experts?”’

*“Very probably,” said the judge.

*3Well, then, judge, I will enter my plea.”

“What is it?' asked the judge.

«Guilty!”—Army and Navy Life,

“Mamma,” sald tiny Esther, “why does
the milkman call ‘Milk-ho?" Why doesn’t
he just say milk? That’s what he sells,
isn’'t 1t?’

And then her sister Laura smiled in all
the conscious superiority of one who goes
to school regularly. ‘‘Shows you aren’t edu-
cated!” she said. ‘If you’d learned French

and dad says that the milk about here is
fhalf water. - He's only telling us what he’s

you'd know that ‘‘eau’ stands for water, b

» Summer Longing

b, my heart Is wea waiti

Waiting for the Moy g
Waiting for the pleasant rambles
W:l:‘eer: the fragrant hawthorn-bram-

With the woodbine alternating,
i%ent theh clewyl way.
, my heart is wea: walit!
Waitlng for the May, 9

A
Ab! my heart is sick with lon
Innslnf for the May— -
TLonging to escape from study
To the iounx face fair and rudy
And the thousand charms belonging
e Boamt s
- ea SICK W ongin,
Lo for the May. g

Ah! my heart is sore with sighing,
sighlnf for the May-—
gﬁh ng for their sure returning,
l;;l the summer beams are bdurpe
‘Hopes and flowers that dead
2 ‘ﬁn theh wint;e.r lay. -
! eart sore with sighin,
Sighing for the May. e

Ah! my heart is pained with throbbing,
Throbbi for the May— "
Throbbing for the seaside billows,
W e?ef tlhelwatlf]r-wooing willows;
, In laughing and in sobbl
Fhrobbing for the May. Bs

Waliting sad, dejected, wea
Waiting for the May— o
Sprlnsg__ goes by with wasted warn-

ing
Moonlit

evenings, sunbright morn-

ngs,
Summer comes, ye
Iﬁ!fe ls;ﬂl ebbs aiv:y?“k it ks
an is ever weary, weary,
Waiting for thz Ma;fy
—Denis Florence MacCarthy.

Guard Mount
The night has come, and forth I fare
To post the sentries of my prayer,
Thelr‘sllent watch to keep where'er
My waking thoughts would be,

Two more shaif stand beside their

Who gave me birth, and tweo before

Her hut who lights an alien shore
With her love's ministry;

And two shall nightly vigil keep,
To bring us word who nightly weep,
It they do wake from their long sleep,
Beneath the linden tree;
To every door two more shall go
Y‘sga;e ggubtlﬂe tgreata’i or lur’klu‘ foe
1 e deepen
Her dart of mlse!'yp: S e e
i‘f_m! one in sil:nt round I send
Tomn prayer to prayer, his aid to le
If there be special need to fend -
st the enemy,

Forth to your posts, my sentinel

Till matin prayer's revelle hellas’

Give you rellef, apd daylight tells
Where evil shadows flee. 208
—John Finley in the April Ceuntury,

Unguarded Gates
(By Thomas Bailey Aldrich)
[Frolg “Unguarded Gates and Other
'oems, copyright 1884, by Thomas
Bailey - Aldrich; printed by permission
gf Cot]he publishers, Houghton, Miffin
Wide open and wunguarded stand - our

gates,
Named of the four winds, North, So
Sl LIS i e
0 ead to dn enchant land
- Of cities, forests, fields’ of lh'lnegd gold,
ordly ¥ summits  touched

Majestic wivers sweeping proudly - past

The Arab’s date-palm and they N‘g;‘u-
man’s pine— ¢

A realm wherein gre fruits of every

chimes, for lo! throughout
the year N
The r;d gose blossoms somewhere—a Trich
and.
A later Eden planted.in the wilds,
With not an inch of earth within its

bound

But if a slave’s foot press it sets: him
ree.

Here, it is written, Toil shall have its
wage,

And Honor honor, and. the humblest

man
Stand level with the highest in 'the law,
Of such a land have men in’ dungeons

lreamed,

And with the vision bDrightening in
their eyes

Gone smiling to the fagot and the
sword.

¥ '
Wide open and unguarded stand our

gates,
And through them presses a wild mot-
ley throng— .
the Volga and the Tartar
steppes,
Featureless figures of ‘the Hoang Ho,
Malayan, 8Scythian, Teuton, Kelt and

Slay, g
Flying . the Old World’s poverty and

scorn,
These bringing with them unknown
b gods and rites,
tiger passions, here to stretch
their claws.
In street and alley what strange tom-
gues are.loud,
Accents of menace alien to our air,
Voices tke'once the Tower of Babel

knew!
O Liberty, white Goddess, is it well
To le;}ve the gates unguarded? On thy

it
Fold children, soothe the
hurts of fate,
Lift down-trodden, but with hand
of steel
Stay those who to thy sacred portals

come
To waste the gifts of freedom. Have &

care

Lest from thy brow the clustered stars
‘be torn

And trampled in the dust. For so of old

The thronging Goth and Vandal tram-
pled Rome,

And wthex;’e the temples of the Caesare
stoo

Thel ilean wolf - unmolested made her
air,

Secrets, i, |
ne.
(From the Bohemian) g
Sweetheart, bend your pretty head,
‘Bend it low, bend it low,
I've a secret my heart said
You should know, youn should knowj
Lift your bonny eyes of bilue,
Hold your breath until T'm through:
Here's the secret—it is true—
1 love you!

She,

Oh! the secret you have told
Unto me, unto me,

Bver new, and yet so old,
Yon'll agree, you'll agree;

Is so sweet because it's true;

But—I've a secret, too,

And—oh, well I will tell you

That—I Enew!

The Londoner’s Love

Gray, grimy London dearer far to me
Than snowy Alp or blue Tyrrnenian

Sea,

Despite the ciangor of thy thronging
Ways—

Despite the .shadow of thy murky

haze—

*Spite - the. slow growth of suburb, peo-
pling o’er

And the long miles that stretch from
place to place—

Landscape once fair, that shall - be eo
1no more—

'Spite every grievance that's against
thee hurled, ; $

m'no second London in the

selling, that's.all!”—Tit Bits,

followed by other and larger ones.

: —Westminster Gazette.
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