British Popylace Incensed at
Schreiner Ministry’s Betray- |
al of Mafeking.

Dutch Farmers of the North
Resisting Their Kinsmen’s
Pleas for Rebellion.

‘ Word of Treason In Natél--
Boer Forces Isolate
Several Towns,

Bv Associated Press.

London, Oct. 17.—The war news is
still in the regign of surmise. There are
rumors that the Boers have been re-
pulsed at Mafeking and are attacking
Vryburg.

A Capetown paper has a despatch
from Orange River stating that the tele-
graph wires have been cut between Vry-
burg and Kimberley and it is believed
that the Boers are taking advantage of
the presence of a large gathering of the
disloyal farmers at Vryburg celebrating
Nachtmaalt to attack the town, believ-
ing that the farmers will assist them
against the British. i

The same despatch says the British
force at Kimberley is confident of its
ability to hold out, but urges the immedi-
ate despatch of relief corps.

This question of the possible rising of
the Dutch farmers in the northern por-
tiong of Cape Colony is very important.
The Daily Mail’s correspondent at Coles-
burg has been enquiring reg.arglmg the
matter and on the whole thinks the
chances are against a rising. He bases
his opinion on the prospect of the good
crops after four lean years, which he
believes will predispose the farmers to
peace. Nevertheless, tl;ere. is serious
disloyalty and much untx-Bmtlsh ag_llta-
tion in these districts, while th_e 1‘1:88
State Boers threaten an immediate in-
vasion of Colesburg and Aliwal north.

The Daily Mail’s correspondent asserts
that Sir Alfred Milner is worked to
death and that Capetown is‘surging with
bitter resentment at what is called the
“Schreiner cabinet's betrayal of Mafe-
king” by its constant refusal to send a
volunteer force to its relief.

— e
THE CAPE MINISTRY.

Report and Denial That Imperial Au-
thorities Have Taken Colonial
Defence Out of Their Hands. 4

London, Oct. 16.—The Evening News
publishes a despatch from Cape town
saying that as the Cape ministry re-
fused to call out the volunteers for the
defence of the colony, the Imperial au-
thorities have done so.

On the other hand, the Capetown cor-
respondent of the Duily Chronicle de-
clarts that the Imperial authorities have
never suggested any suth action: and he
asserts that the widespread report re-
garding the resignation or intended re-
signation of the Cape Premier, Mr. W.
P. Schreiner, is incorrect.

0 .
KIMBERLEY AND MAFEKING.

A Long Time Before British Column
! Can Raise the Siege Now
{ Instituted.

London, Oct. 16.—The gradual cutting
off of outlying points at.the scenes of
hostilities in South Africa from tele-
wraphic communication reduces tl.m' accu-
rate news obtainablé to a minimum.
Thus far, however, no reliable informa-
tion has been received of any uf-tu:xl
fighting, outside the affair at Krapaipan,
and occasional exchanges of shots at
various outposts., There is no lack of
circumstantial stories regarding fighting
at various peints, but these are scarcely
published - before denied. /

The only settled facts in this morning’s
telegrams are that the Boers had ad-
vanced beyond Newcastle and formed a
lnager near Bannhauser, twelve miles
north of Dundee; and that Kimberley is
isolated and probably invested. Kim-
berley has thus become the immediate
centre of interest.. The last news from
there, prior to the cutting of the tele-
graph and railway by the Boers, said:
“ All troops at Kimberley are well.” As
there are 3.000 troops there, there is
little anxiety for the safety of the town,
especially as the Boer foree is said to be
only about the same strength. Many
stories of brisk fighting at that point are
in circulation, but although the forces are
likely to have come into contact, all
alleged details must be regarded as jre-
mature and speculative, especially i” ‘he
report be true that the Orange & ee
State troops are now in complete p:~os-
sion of the railway from Kimber. ;s to
Orange river, 70 miles away. ;

The alleged virulence of Boer attacks
upon Mafeking and Kimberley can be
readily understood when“it is realized
that Bechuanaland is to the Boers what
Alsace-Lorraine is to France. It is
therefore probable that both towns will
be forced to uudei‘a\ long and dreary in-
vestment before the British are in a posi-
tion to send a relieving column to the
other side of the country.

The Boers are closing around British
outposts, and have already come into
touch with them and exchanged shots.
;l(‘lhorofore more stirring news is expeect-

It is assumed that the refusal of
the Beoers to accept battle in Natal last
week, when Gen., Sir George Stewart
White advanced and endeavored to draw
them through Van Reenan's pass, indi-
cates their unwillingness to commence
hostilities.

Advices from Capetown relate that

__excitement is kept up there by ceaseless
reports of battles, but that little uneasi-
ness is visible in official circles, where
the opinion prevails that Mafeking and
Kimberley are safe. It is thought, too,
that the Boers are mot likely to attack
Vryberg, in Bechuanaland, owing to the
fact that the population of that district
is largely Duteh.

The war office issued the following
note this afternoon with respect to the
situation in South Africa: “The de-
spatches received do not point to any
material change in the military situa-
tion. Small bodies of Boers are re-
ported to have crossed the Natal frontier
at various points, and entrenchments are
said to have been thrown up at Van

| posed this force is commanded by

off -garrison from . i
with Glencoe and Ladysmith. It is

n and includes the German gunners.
;.l(”fg :est" of the Boer force from New-
castle is believed to be marching around
Glencoe to sever  its connection with

smith. :

Li"lt‘ilfe Orange Free State troops have
cut the telegraph wires and dgstro_yed
the railway track at Norval's Point, just
across the Free State southern border.
Durban, Oct. 15—The Boers who occu-
pied Neweastle after its abandonment
by the British consist of Transvaal and
Free State troops and 400 Hollanders.
Gen, Joubert, commander-in-chief of
the Transvaal forces, is believegi to be at
Laing’s Nek, which he is fortifying.
Fifteen refugees from Harnmmth.have
reached ‘Ladysmith. Among them is the
guard of the Natal train which was com-
mandeered by the Orange Free State.
He says the Emglish driver and fireman
have been made to operate the train,
which is used in ecarrying Free State
troons to: Van Reenan’s pass, where
earthworks have been “thrown up and
two guns placed in position.

ARG RN
NO MORE TELEGRAMS.

New York, Oct. 16.—The Commercial
Cable Company has issued the following
notice: “We are advised that the Natal
administration announce that telegraphic
communication with the Orange Free
State and Transvaal had been suspend-
ed, The Eastern Company notify us
that censorship has been established at
Aden on all messages for South Africa.”

LSRR A DS
FELL DEAD WHILE WHEELING.

Vancouver Carpenter Victim to Hemorr-
g hage of the Brain.

From Our Own Correspondent.

Vancouver, Oct. 16.—William Burse, a
carpenter, died suddenly while wheeling
in Stanley Park yesterday. He com-
plained of pain in the head and decided
to take a bicycle ride® around the park,
to see if it would freshen him up. On
reaching the bend nearest Deadman’s
island he fell off his wheel and died be-
fore medical aid could be summoned.
The cause was hemorrhage of the brain.

Chamberlain’s
Last Word.

Kruger Told Tﬁat His Warfare
Must Be of the Civil-
ized Type.

Cape Government’s Appeal for
Magnanimity and Warning
of the Future.

By Associated Press.

London, Oct. 16.—The colonial office
issued this evening the correspondence
between Mr. Chamberlain and Sir Alfred
Milner, British high commissioner in
South Africa, respecting the Transvaal
controversy, from September 8 to Octo-
ber 12. The salient points of the prin-
cipal despatches, however, have already
‘been published.

Some of the telegrams treating of side
issues are interesting. For instance the
governor of Natal, Sir Walter Francis
Healy Hutchinson, wired Mr. Chamber-
lain on. October 2 as follows: “Dinusulu
reports that the natives in the Vryheid
district of the Transvaal are becoming
desperate, and it is feared that they will
not remain quiet much longer. The
Boers are seizing their cattle, and the
chief implores the British government to
intervene. 1 have replied that it is best
for the Sulus to remain quiet. My opin-
ion is, however, that the matives in the
Vryheid district may possibly rise
against the Boers in case of war. They
will not much longer submit to the treat-
ment they have had at the hands of the
Boers.”

On September 29 Mr. Chamberlain
sent the following to the British high
commissioner: “I think that if the
government of the South African Repub-
lic commence hostilities, it would be well
for you to warn President Kruger that
in view of the persistent rumors that
have reached Her Majesty's government
as to threats to murder British subjects,
he and his government are expected to
protect the lives and property of all
peaceable persons, British subjects and
others, and will be held responsible by
Her Majesty’s government for any act
commitied  contrary to the usages of
civilized people.”

\notor cablegram, dated the 11th, in-

iructe Sir Alfred Milner to .convey
immediately to President Kruger the
foregoing warning, in view of the alleged
outrages reported by the refugees.

A despatch showing the feeling of the
Cape government ‘was received from Sir
Alfred Milner on September 21, enclos-
ing a minute sent by the Cape ministers,
urging Her Majesty’s government to
exercise a spirit of magnanimous com-
promise, *‘in order to avoid a calamity
which seriously threatens the British
provinces in South Africa and not merely
the republies.” This minute goes on to
say: 5

“ It is not open to doubt that the issue
of the war will be a victory for the Im-
perial arms; but the evil consequences of
a prolonged struggle would be far-reach-
ing and abiding for generations, affect-
ing Europeans and natives alike.”

At the end of the blue-book is the fol-
lowing ecablegram, which is of peculiar
interest to Americans, from Mr. Cham-
berlain to Sir Alfred Milner on October

1. at 1:25 p. m.:

* Most urgent; inform the British
agent in  the South African Republie
tihat the government of the United
States have been asked to allow their
consul to take charge of the ageney.
Let 'tho British agent try to arrange ac-
cordingly, pending a reply.”

The conclusion of this despatch indi-
cates that Mr., Chamberlain did not have
a shadow of doubt regarding the willing-
ness of the United States government to
lend the good offices desired.

B R T

AGED NINETY-NINE.
Hamburg, Oct. 14.—Charlotte, sister of

Reenan’s pass.” 5
b
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Canadians Allowed to Serve as
One Regiment Instead of
as Proposed.

The Complete Equipment Pro-
vided-~Col, Otter. Has Ac-

¢ 'cepted Command.

From Our Own Correspondent.

Ottawa, Oct. 16.—Dr. Borden, minis-
ter of mniilitia, left for Toronto to-night,
after putting in a busy day at the de-
partment. 'The minister is also over-
whelmed with applications for commis-
sions in the South Africa regiment, and
the task of - seleeting eight captains anfl__
twenty-four lieutenants is not an easy
one. The minister will discuss the mat-
ter with Sir Wilfrid Laurier in "Toronto
to-morrow or Wednesday, when it is
expected that the task will be completed.
The permanent corps are likely to get a
fair share of commissions, and reg_&rd
will be had to provincial gepresefntatlou.
An intimation was received from the
war office to-day to the effect that in-
stead of the eight companies being at-
tached to eight different British regi-
ments, they will be kept intact as a regi-
ment.

Quebec will be the port of embarka-
tion, and there all- supplies are being
sent.

The department of militia announces
the outfit for each man as follows: One
helmet, one field service cap, one toque
to wear on board ship, two frocks of rifle
green (unlined), two pairs of trousers
(rifle green), .one great coat or jacket;
and one pair of trousers of khaki, one
pair of leggings, two pairs of ankle boots,
three gray flannel shirts, one pair of

to wear on board ship, two abdominal
belts, one jersey, one pair of canvas
shoes, brushes respectively for the hair,
clothing, polishing, blacking and shaving,
one razor, spoon, knife and fork, hold-all,
housewife, two combs, three pairs of
boot-laces, one clasp-knife, two towels,
soap, four pairs of socks, one tin of
blacking; together with a Lee-Enfield

with walises and kit-bags.
sCOL, OTTER ACCEPTS.

Ottawa, Oct. 16.—Chamberlain’s ac-
knowledgment of the Canadian offer of
troops, _received to-day, reads: “Her
Majesty’s government have received with
much pleas:ure your telegram of October
13, conveying the generous offer of one

thousand troops, which they gratefully
accept.”
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MACHINISTS AT WORK.

Strike Declared Of ‘Whetnv Oompany
. Agreed to Negotiate With Union., .

——

Winnipeg, Oct. 14.—(Special)—The
machinists’ strike on the C. P. R. is off

and blacksmiths on the line, from coast
o coast, are back at work. The gen-
eral committee met this morning, when
the sub-committee who had interviewed
Managér Whyte reported that the man-
agement of the mechapical _dqpartment
had asked for an interview with the gen-
era] committee, and on these grounds the
committee unanimously decided to de-
clare the strike off.

The general committee then brought
the matter before a meeting of the
strikers when they were appnseq of the
company’s move, and that the strike was
off.. The announcement was Treceived
with great applause.

Manager Whyte of the C. P. R. has
gone to meet President Shaughnessy,
who will arrive in the city to-morrow
morning on' his trip of inspection.

Hon. David Mills addressed a Liberal

Burned 'Ovn
A Steamboat

Sleeping Passengers and Crew
Meet Horrible Death Off
New York City.

gy LA

Several Who Escape Flames
Drowned from Lifeboat--

Canadian Regiment of Infantry, and D.
0. C. at Toronto, has accepted the offer
of the command of the Canadian contin-
gent until its delivery to the Imperial
authorities at' Capetown. Col. ]
joined thé Canadian ‘permunent corps on
its establishment, from“the command of
the” Queen’s Own ‘Rifles. Ile was in
charge of the Battleford colamn of the
Northwest field force in 1885, and ded the
flying column tbat engaged Poundmaker
on his reserve at Cut Knife Creek.
PLAN MAY BE CHANGED.

The general protests against the gov-
ernment’s proposal merely to deliver at
Capetown a body of reecruits raised and
armed in Canada, have resulted in fur-
ther correspondence with the home au-
thorities and the announcement that Can-
ada may yet send a contingent to serve
as a Canadian brigade.

New Zealaud, it is said, offered to pay
her contingent during the whole service
in South Africa, but this offer was not
accepted as other colonies had not fol-
lowed suit and the secretary of state for
war was of opinion that the same con-
ditions should be applied in the case
of each colony.

The strength originally suggested for
the troops from the colonies was: New
Zealand, 250; Queensland, 200;
South Wales, 200; Victoria, 300; Sodth
Australia, 125; Canada, 500, which would
have left the Canadian force only half
that from the Australian colonies.

COLONIAL VOLUNTEERS.

Canada Provides Only What Is Abso-
lutely Demanded as Condition -
of Acceptance.

Ottawa, Oct. 14/—A message from Mr.
Chamberlain shows that the acceptance
of colonial volunteers is made contimgent
upon their equipment and despatch to
Capetown by the ecolonial governments,
and it will be noticed that the Canadian
government has not volunteered any-
thing more than absolutely required by
the conditions laid down, as follows:

London, Oct. 14.—The Secretary of
State for War and the Commander-in-
Chief desire that you express the high
appreciation of the signal exhibition of
the patriotic spirit of the people of Can-
ada shown by the offers to serve in
South Africa, and to furnish the follow-
ing information to assist the organiza-
tion of forces into wunits, suitable for
militia requirements:

2 Firstly—Units  should
about 125 men.

“ Secondly—May be infantry, mounted
infantry or cavalry; in view of numbers
already available, infantry are most and
cavalry least serviceable.

“ Thirdly—AIl should be armed with
decimal 308 rifles or carbines, which can
be supplied by the Imperial government
if necessary.

* Fourthly—All must provide their
own equipment, and the mounted troops
their own horses,

“ Fifthly—Not mere than one captain
and three subalterns to each unit. The
whole force may be commanded by an
officer not higher than a major.

“In considering the numbers which
can be employed, the secretary of state
for war will be guided by the nature of

consist of

should be fairly represented and the lim-
its necessary if the forece is to be fully
utilized by the available staff as an in-
tegral portion of the Imperial forces.
They would gladly aceept units.

“The conditions are as follows:
Troops to be disembarked at the point
of landing in South Africa, fully equip-
ped at the cost of the colonial govern-
ment or volunteers. From the date of
disembarking the Imperial government
will »rovide pay at Imperial rates. ,
troops to embark not later than the 31st
of October, proceeding direct to Cape-
town for orders. - Inform, accordingly,

Heinrich, the celebrated Ge
died here to-day, aged 99, e

all who have offered to raise- volunteers.
(Signed) “ CHAMBERLAIN.”

Lt. Col. Otter, commanding the Royal !

New !

the officers, but desires that each colony |

: Brutal Firemen.
! By Associated Press.

New York, Oct. 14.—Several persons
met death in the torture of flames or by
{drowning in a disaster which occurred
'to the Bridgeport Line steamboat, the
i1\'utmeg State, off Sand Point, Long
Island, at sunrise this morning. The
list of injured is very short, as most of
the passengers who escaped suffered
nothing more than a shock, and only
four persons were sent to the hospital.
The steamer was run to the beach at

the outbreak of the flames, and burned
to the water’s edge. The dead are:

Samuel Jaynes, of Bridgeport, baggage
master’ of the Nutmeg State.

Niles Nelson, member of the crew.

Charley Anderson, watchman.

Patrick Coffee, mate.

B. Hendrick, oiler.

Thomas Murphy, member of erew.

John Conner, one of the crew.

Two unknown passengers.

Others may have perished in the ex-
citement, but the above are positively
known to have been either burned or
drowned.

The Nutmeg State, with over a hund-
red persons on board and bound from
Connecticut towns to New York, was
discovered afire about 5:30, when she
was within a few miles of Sadd Point,
Long Island. Just how the fire started
will never be known.

Chief Cook Brown first saw the smoke
at 5:30 o'clock, and immediately reported
to Capt. C. M. Brooks, who had just
gone to his’ stateroom. The captain im-
mediately made an investigation, and the
flames were located in the bow of the
boat. The fire was on the main deck
and seemed to be a small affair. Capt.
Bx‘()()k.s ordered the men called to work
as quickly as possible with buckets and
hose. For about twenty minutes the
flames did mot seem to be dangerous, and
Ehcl men appeared to have them in con-
rol.

Suddenly they burst into a furious
blaze amidships. Baggageman Samuel
Jaynes was detached from the fire fight
ers and sent to alarm theé passengers and
all members of the crew who were in the
forward part of the boat. He ran
through the puassageways on several
decks’ shouting to passengers and. the
Sleeping crew. _He rethained amidships
erying oat warnings until he was forced
by the flames and stifling smoke to jump
overboard. The passengers in various
stages of frenzy rushed from the state-
rooms to the upper deck. Life preservers
were given them and many of the men
assisted in putting them on the women
and children. By this time the entire
middle section was burning fiercely and
the people forward were completely cut
off from communication with those on
the after part of the boat.
people on the forward decks in a peril-
ous situation as the lifeboats in the
amidships were surrounded by flames
jand there were but few of the crew in
{the rear to give aid.

As the flames continued to spread both
| forward and aft, Pilot Weatherwax
headed the boat at fnil speed for the
beach at Sand Point. The drafts swept
Ithe fire towards the rear of the boat.
| The passengers in that part of the boat
{ went as far on the rear deck as possible
;but were enveloped with black smoke and
the flames were leaping towards them.
With a shack the Nutmeg-State struck
the rocky bottom and people seemed to
shoot from ail parts of her like shot
from a sling. They jumped into the
water and tried to reach the lifeboat
lwhich had been launched from the for-
ward part of the vessel. All of the

€| passengers were in the water in a few

moments, but many of the crew had be-
come imprisoned by the flames in the
‘torwnrd part of the lower deck.

The first person to leave the burning
steamer was Baggageman Jaynes, who

|

and all machinists’ - fitters, boi'ler'makersi

This left the |

gave the alarm to the sleeping passen-
gers, when the smoke and flames forc-
ed him from amidships he almost ex-
hausted made a leap for the sea. In do-
ing so: he struck his head against a
guard rail and was stunned by the fall.|
The launch  from Roger Maxwell's
steam yacht Kismet picked him up and
carried him to the Kismet where the
brave fellow died shortly after being tak-
en aboard.

The. Nutmeg State had hardly struck
the beach when several passing craft
came to her rescue. The tugboat W. F.
Reed and the Kismet were first on the
spot and after those came the Hartford
line OCity of Lawrence. The latter put
out lifeboats which were sufficient to
save all of the people who were in the
water.

An unknown woman passenger afraid
to jump into the water, although pro-
vided with a lifebelt, was seen to fall
back to the blazing deck and was
roasted. When it became apparent that
the Nutmeg State was doomed to des-
truetion the dozen.or so of Her freight
handlers are said to have taken posses-
sion of the first of the lifeboats taunched.
They fought back any of the women
and men who tried to get into the boats
and refused to take the children. It
was impossible for Capt. Brooks to con-
trol the rough, cowardly set of men and
they were utterly oblivious: to the perils
of the passengers.

When the passengers were forced from
this lifcboat it doubled the demand on a
second which was lowered and a wild
seramble of the panic-stricken people en-
sued. ' This boat was overloaded and
overturned. It could not be righted and
the men, women and children remained
in the chilled water clinging to the boat
until help arrived from the few pass-
ing craft.

The tugboat Reed ran under the stern
of the Nutmeg State and some of the
passengers jumped from the burning
ship to its deck. Then the tug went
forward and made an effort to save the
imprisoned men in the crew’s quarters.
The heat was so intense that it drove
the tug away and it again turned its at-
tention to picking up the people from the
water. It made another attempt at the
bow of the Nutmeg State. Two of the
firemen were saved but the other men
o fthe crew were unable to climb out
of the hold before the Reed was again
foreed -away from the ship on account of
the spread of the flames.

It is believed now that seven men of
the Bridgeport boat, including Mate Pat-
rick Coffee were burned to death in the
quarters below deck at the bow. Capt.
Brooks was the last to leave the Nutmeg
State, and just a few seconds before him
Pilot Weatherwax and P. J. Hurlburt of
the Bridgeport left the burning decks.

The passengers and rescued members
of the crew were placed aboard the City
of Lawrence and the body of Baggage-
man Jaynes was also conveyed to the
Hlartford liner which proceeded on her
way to this city and arrived about ten
in the mniorning. The excitement was
such at the time of the abandonment of
the burning vessel that no positive state-
ment as to the exact number of persons
who perished can be obtained from the
officers of the boat or from any of the
passengers rescued. No record of those
on board was kept by Purser Phillips
because the United States naval laws do
not require coastwise craft making regu-
lar trips of less than a hundred miles to
made a list of passengers.

WHAT ELSE CAN THEY DO?
German Confession That Neut;‘ulity in
South Africa Is Not in Accord
With. Inclination.

Berlin, Oct. 14.—A high German offi-
cial, whose utterances may be taken as
absolutely conclusive, said to a repre-
sentative of the Assoeiated Press to-day:
“ We shall observe the strictest neutral-
ity. no matter what may develop in the
war between the Boer republic and Great
Britain. That is the only course left
open, as conditions in South Africa are
so complicated, and our relations with
both sides are so delicate. = 'We mean to
adhere to neuntrality to both parties.
What else can we do?

* Other powers spoken of as likely te
interfere have also concluded to keep
quiet. Such rumors as now and again
appear in the press, for instance that re-
port about the alleged attempts on the
part of the Russian foreign minister,
Counts Muravyjeff, to bring about cop-
certed intervention, are unfortunately
only rumors. 1 say ‘unfortunate]_y.’
The word shows how our sympathies lie;
but politics in these days must be strictly
parted—interests on one side and sympa-
thies on the other. It is true our entire
press calls upon the government to in-
terpose between the little republics and’
big, powerful England, and that a
crusade against the English is being
preached to the nations of the Continent,
but we would be fools to listen to this
siren song.

“Of course, all the other powers would
like only too well if Germany would
oppose England seriously in this matter,
but we doubtless would again be left to
our unaided selves. Therefore we are
going to avoid intervention and remain
strictly neutral in the coming struggle.”

This authoritative declaration tallies
with the one made by the inspired Ber-
liner Post, in which the policy of neutral-
ity is likewise advanced. However,
aside from the government press every
paper and every person, high or low,
condemns England. Many also seriously
blame the government for its inactivity.

vRerlin, Oct, 14—The Dresdener Neunste

Nachrichten publishes a letter from Col.
Schiel, communder of the German corps
in Transvaal, who says: “Pretoria was
on the point of offering Germany a pro-
tectorate over Transvaal when Great
Britain immediately moved heaven and
earth to frustrate the plan. War be-
tween Transvaal and England then be-
came unavoidable.”

| and

‘| terri
\,rM;nfeking, blowing up the' b

| spatches from the front,
Which, e r:l;emcklased.
ch have repua
A disquieting e
toria to the effect that the
. commanders x
the border and entered the Rooignond
3 tory, between Lichtenburg and
ge over
the Maloppo river and destroying a train-
load of dynamite and the track.  As
Mafeking depends on Rooignond for its
.water supply, the significance of this
© is evident. ;

L. Baden-Powell, who is in com-
mand at Mafeking, is a man of the great-
est courage and energy, but he has only
2] men, many of them irregulars,
whose e{ghting capacity i not known,
aithough it is believed to be good. The
fact that he has moved out of Mafeking
-indicates some apprehemsion, and in all
| likelihood he will have to stand a fierce
assault or a prolonged siege.

L i Rt e T
YACHTSMEN’S ILL FORTUNE,

Another Day Without Wind or Iucident
—Will Try Again on Monday.

New' York, Oct. 14.—The two big
Yachts got as far as the starting line
to-day but did not cross. There was
not enough wicd to blow out the signal
-flag: when the time came to send them

vain hope that a breeze might spring up
from somewhere, the committee hoisted
the now familiar blue flag crossed by a
white bar donating the race was off for
the day. _

The yachts will try again Monday but
the old barnacles are now saying that
unless a storm comes along to stir up
the stagnant air there is not much
chance of a change in the weather con-
ditions until the moon changes on Wed-
nesday.

From daylight until five minutes past
noon, when the race was postponed for
the day, there was not much prospect.
The yachts returned to their moorings at
half past one o’clock. The guests of Sir
Thomas Lipton went to Sandy Hook on
the steamer Blackbird and boarded the
steam yacht Erin soon after ten o’clock,
reaching Sandy Hook lightship half an
hour later. The big boat lolled about the
starting point wuntil the announcement
that “No race” was again the verdict,
then she steamed back to the Horseshoe
and dropped anchor.

When Buller
Starts In.

Before Passing to Transvaal He
Will Pay Due Attention to
Orange Free State.

Strong Enough to Invest Forti-
fied Places—War Corres-
pondents Out of Favor.

By Associated Press.

London, Oct, 14.—All sorts of surmises
are current regarding the strategy to be
employed by Sir Redvers Buller in South
Africa. One authority says the hos-
tility of the Orange Free State confers
an immense advantage upon the British,
as it wili enable Sir Redvers Buller to
go direct through that country into the
Transvaal.

The Naval and Military Record, in the
course of a most intercsting article writ-
ten by an army officer who compares the
forces, says: ‘‘There is little doubt that
the first losses on our side will be heavy.
Our troops will be compelled to accept
the role of attack on prepared positions,
while the Boers, at the very outset. by
means of tneir mobility, may be able to
take a dash into Nartal, retiring with
comparative ease if pressed. But it is
hard io believe that they have staying
power sufficient to prolong preparations
for any length of time.

“Glen. Buller will eventually be strong
enough to invest any fortified towns or
positions taken upon the side of the
Boers and then to wait until- exhaus-
tion sets in among them. Sparsely popu-
lated as is the veldt, with a total area
scarcely equal to France, it is ques-
tionable if ten thousand typical yeomen
trained in the use of arms, can be rais-
ed throuchout the whole Transvaal. The
rest are city men, with the vices of greed
and the Jove of ense engendered in the
centres of urban life.

“It is far from true that the Boers are
a godly, clean living and generous race.
They have openly given out that the
British are to be uprooted lock, stock
and barrel and the oft-heard phrase, ‘to
every man a damsal or two,” throws a
light on Mr. Kruger's pious front.

“We enjoy the sublime advantages of
eventually posing as the nttn%ﬁng party;
and it remains to be seen hbw far the
Boers are fitted for the wearisome role
of passive defence, which sSooner or
later will be imposed upon. them.

“The service revolver they have in
many cases discarded for one of ten
chambers, but I do not believe there
will be much hand-to-hand fighting, for
Sir Redvers Buller is well aware that in
a melee the advantages of iron discipline
are to a great extent lost. We do not
intend to follow the Boers too close
with out infantry, although cavalry pat-
rol skirmishes will be unavoidable. The
Transvaal forces prefer ambuscades, and
our difficulty will be to get into contact
with them. It is to be hoped that the
British-India troops will be detailed as
an advance guard, for they are well
trained in ambush work.”

Although Sir Redvers Buller has gone,
most of the corps are still here. It is
learned that the admiralty has finally
fixed upon October 20 as the first day
of regular embarkation, this continuing
each day thercafter from Southampton,
which will be literally red and khaki-
brown with departing troops. On Octo-
ber 23 and October 25 there will be
embarkation of a large contingent of
men and equipment at Tilbury.  These
two ports will be the only outlets of any
importance.

Several belated war correspondents will
make the voyage to the Cape with Gen.
Buller. Among them is Mr. Winston
Spencer Churchill, Lady Randolph
Churchill’s son. If Buller is allowed to
have his way the mumber of correspon-
dents at the front may be restricted to
a baker's dozen; for, as Kipling says, he
does not like the breed. There are now
known to be mno fewer than seventy-five
correspondents and artists on the scene
of war and Buller’'s method of dealing
with them excites the curiosity of self-
interest in London newspaper offices.

If sick headache is misery, what a?c-
Carter’s - Little  Liver Pills if they will
positively cure it? People who have
used them speak frankly of their worth.

; rumor comes from Pre- ||
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away ‘and after waiting an hour in the’

Massing There in Force
~and Noise of Battle
~ "Already Heard.

v

Capture of Cecil Rhodes Re-
ported Main Object of
These Operations.

Neat Plot to Secure a Hospita!
Train Comes Very Close
*  to Success.

By Asscciated Press.

Capetown, Oct. 15.—The Modder 13,
station master reports that firing
been heard in the direction of Kiu,
ley and the station master at Beln
telegraphs that a force of Boers i
vancing southward.

London, Oct.  16.—The Daily 3. .
Capetown  correspondent. telegraphi.
Sunday evening says:

“Kimberley is besieged and the 1}
are massing in foree. No details,
ever, are obtainable.

“The Boers have cut the railwa,
Belmont, having seized the Spystfo
railway ‘and constructed fortified o
works.

“There are strong defending force.
Modder bridge and the Orange Riv,
bridge.

“The object of these energetic opcr
tions is believed to be the capturc
Cecil Rhodes.

“Kimberley is now iselated, both 1y
way and telegraphic communication 1
ing cut.”

HOSPITAL TRAIN DERAILED

Plot for Its Capture Defeated Thouy.
Boer Cannon Were Pointed at
Coaches,

Vryburg, Cape Colony, Oct. 15.—A ko~
pital train that started for Maribogo
has just returned after an adventurou-
journey. It had reached a curve on a
culvert 700 yards south of Maribous
and had just slackened speed when
was observed that the rails ahead hud
been wupturned. Brakes were applicd,
but the engine passed on to one rail par
ly raised and was derailed. The cceu-
pants immediately righted the engine.

At the same time it was observed that
a party of Boers were galloping into line
east of the railway but on the Cape
Colony side of the border. Some of th:
persons on the train say they saw
cannon pointed at the train.

The train ran back to Vryburg at full
speed, the engine flying a white flay
with a red cross. Picks and shovels
were lying about and the Boers had been
apparently disturbed while removing the
rails.

It is learned that previous to the start-

ing of the train Marlbogo telephoned
Vryburg asking that the train be sent up,
as all was quite safe. The operator at
Vryburg recognized the voice as that of
a Europcan store clerk.
In view of the subsequent report that
the Boers were removing the hails it is
believed the Boers compelled the clerk
to speak through the telephone.

el T AP S
CAPT NESBITT BLUNDERED.

Warned in Time to Avoid Deliverin:
His Armored Train to the Bnemy.
Capetown, Oect. 15.—Flowerdew,
engine driver of Capt. Nesbitt's train
which was derailed and bombarded by
the Boers, states that if the train ha
returned when warning was received
that the Boers held the line, it coull
easily have made its way back to M
bogo, but Capt. Nesbitt insisted up
an endeavor being made to reach Mu
king.
“When the pilot engine was derailed
said Flowerdew, ‘“we spent a half ho
trying to replace it on the track. Th
the Boers commenced firing and sever
men were 'wounded. The firing wus
kept up all night, but without effect. 'l
Boers were careful to concentrate th
fire upon the engines so as to save !
armored carriage and ammunitio
trucks, At dawn they commenced
bombard the cars. I escaped by crav
ing a mile and a half on my belly
the sand.
“When both engines were destroyv:
Capt. Nesbitt exhibited flags of tru
but the Boers continued their firing
another quarter of an hour. There is
doubt that all the others on the train
prisoners and that the carriage and !
ammunition intact fell into the hands
the Boers.”
Flowerdew was fearfully braised.

CANAL BLOCKED.

Montreal, Oct. 14.—A break in i!

seventh lock of the Beauharnois canal i
very annoying to shippers at this time
when they are making every effort t
rugh their freights through. Repairs
are now being made, but it will propably
be next Tuesday when navigation is r

sumed.

e e

STOCK BROKER’S STORY.
Montreal, Oct. 14.—Senator Forg
stock broking cffice has received the |
lowing private cablegram from Lond
“ Heavy fighting in Natal officially «
firmed. No definite news as to res
but rumor says it’s favorable.
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