Empire Barracks and Hospltal
Wiped Out -- Soldier Patients
‘Removed Safely -- Some Am-
munition Exploded, But no
One Injured -- Rifles and Ma-
chine Guns Destroyed--Store
House Looted Last Night --
Cat Remained in Burning
Bulldmg, and Lived.

The fine, large Empire Barmch and
acjoining military hospital = to-day
stand & charred and blackened ruins,
with all’ their former usefulpess and
comfort gone forever, Passing along
that way up to two o'clock yesterday
ene would never suspect that within
a few hours the fine structure—emb-
lem of mercy and comfort as it was—
would be but a blackened mass of ruin
and Jdesolation,

As a result of 'ts_catching fire yes-
terday thousand of dollars worth of
damage has been done; invalided sold-
fers Bave been taken unceremoniously
from their beds and the splendid sys-
tem and orderliness of a hospital and
barracks lost.

The two institutions, one adjoining
the other, were housed in the one
building. The hopsital was con-
tained in the eastern section and the
barracks in the western. Some forty
eight soldiers were indoor patients,
while about ninety others were visit-
ing patients of the hospital. Electrical

- appliances valued at seven thousand
dollars were kept in the eastern end,
while an X-ray apparatus, of the new-
est and most modern make, which was
fustalled the day preceding the fire,
added greatly to the value.

In the barracks were kept four hun-
dred Bufleld rifles and seven hundred
Gernman rifles. There were alsoabout
seventeen machine guns, Besides those
there/were a hundred and sixty nine
thousand rounds of amunition, stored
fn small boxes, Those were not affect-
ed by:the fire, although the boxes,
which: were piled up, were  scorched
and even charred by the flames. Some
Poxes of machine gun cartridges, con-
tained: in gun-belts, fell down, and,
breaking open, enabled the fire to ex-
plod the cartridges. The reports of the
explosiLns could be heard by the thou-
sands of watching people, although

the greater majority of them were not |

aware of “heir cause. The rifles, or
most of them, were burned completely,

although some had omnly the m:»odenl

stock destroyed. Others, which were
in wooden cases, and well encased in
oil and vaseline, were- left intact and
undamaged, altthough the boxes, in
many cases, were.charred and burned.
The German rifles were left in a solid
mass of steel barrels and locks.

The fire broke out at about two
forty five. One of the orderlies was the
first to see it, and he acquainted Major
Enight, who was down stairs, of the
fact. Going upstairs, the latter saw a
flame, “about the size of the palm of
my hand,” as he himself ‘decribed it,
in the ceiling, about twenty feet from
the wall seperating the barracks from
the hospital. This was in a sick ward.
He rushed to the 'phone and tried to
get the Fire Hall. This was busy, how-
“ever, and by the time he got back the
ward was in a mass of flames. Mean-
while Mr. C. E. A. Jeffery, who.
teaching a class of soldiers down-
‘stairs, called for ten volunteers to re-

\ seue the patients who were in bed, and
h-'erk was performed by them.
The soldiers ‘were taken to Grenfell
Hall, at the Seamen’s Institute, while
some wers taken to the Military Hos-
pital on Military Road. None were in-
jured, excepting one man, who got a
slight burn on his face. !

The East End Firemen, seeing the
flames from the outside, rushed to as-
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“gistance, and in a very short time had
several streams of water playing on
the burning building. The flames first
hroke through at the:back, near.the
eastern cormer, and the roof began to
burn furloualy, beginning at the
‘East and working West. The two
top flats were demolished, both roof
and walls being razed. 'The ‘bottom
flat was not burned as much, although
the water did a lot of damage to it
The end of the Hospital, separated
from Lyrich’s Bakery by a lane, soon
was weakened and fell against the
latter building, aflame and burning as
it was. For a while it looked as if
this, too, would gmo. A couple of
hoses were turned on the fallen' wall,
however, and it was soon extinguish=
ed, Meanwhile the firemen had
turned their atféntion to the Eastern
gection of the building, which has a
brick frame. Water was poured in
through the windows in inexhaustible
torrents, and a lot was done to check
the progress of the flames.  The
wind was high, unfortunately, and the
building itself being high on a bluff,
was exposed to the wind. Conse-
quently the flames ghot up to the
heavens, and people outside the city
limits for miles around could see
them and the dense clouds of smoke
that Tolled blindingly through the
air. Not many flankers were in_evi-
dence, and people stood mnear the
building until well past six o’clock
yesterday afternoon, It waf feared
that the front brick wall of the Bar-
rack section, facing on Water Street,
would give way and fall' across the
street. Especially as this wall was
anything but strong and the plaster
being not very adhesive, the possi-
bility of the wall falling was great.
This did’ not happen, fortunately.

A very pleasing fegture of the fire
was the splendid service rendered by
the soldiers themselves. The con-
valescent patients who could work
were there in Aiumbers and their help
to the firemen was of great value.
As soon as word of the fire was re-
ceiyed at the. Militia Department,
Lieut.-Colonel W. F. Rendell de-
spatched as many of the Record and
Pay noxd!er-clerks as were ayailable
to the scene, so that they could ren-
der any aid that they could. Several
of them had their clothing ruined by
fire and water, and they presented
rather comical sights as they rushed
in and out of the burning building,

Men working on the Digby, just
opposite, also rendered. excellent ger-

*“~e for as:soon as' they . saw the
smoke and fire they rushed across the
street and “dug right in,” as one of
the soldiers described it this morning
to the Telegram reporter. The inevi-
table small boy was present, and the
police had great difficulty in looking
after him and keeping him clear of

was | the burning building, One little fel-

low cried in great glee, “Gee! but
this is the first real fire:I've seen for
months!” In truth the sight was a

‘brilliant one, for the shooting, erack-

ling flames and clouds wf'black smoke
constituted a sight that the many be-
holders will not for seme-time forget.

The origin of the fire is not defin-
itely known. Major Knight, with
whom Wwe were in conversation this
morning, would not make a dogmatic
assertion, “I would not say what

‘I'without any great
"‘ﬂtﬂnn of the X-ray equij

broke out men from the Hiectrical
Department of the Reid Nfid. Co. were
on the scene and severed all of the
wires leading into the building.
A story of more than ordinary in-
terest. is told of the A “certain
cat which was always the Ekitchen,.
and which was- t*mcnlp-t of the
soldiers of the two 'institutions, was
in the burning building all Merdu,
afternoon and last night, and when '
found this ing was quite ‘intut
and just as happy. The pussy must
have crept under some box or other
article and thus protected heml!
from the smoke and flames. Noedle..
to say she was more than pleased to
see some of her friends of the hos-
pital this morning, and they were
just as pleased to see her.
Several soldiers lost sums of mon-
ey in the fire, Sergt. Richard Woods,
onme of the hospital staff, lost clothing
amounting in value to twe hundred
dellars, and bank notes to the value
of: five hundred dollars—Masseur M.
Walsh lost $78. This money, which
was in the care of the matron of the
institution, was kept in a pocket
book. - When found, ‘the book was
burned considerably and some of the
notes blackened and scorched by the
figmes, The Bank has agreed to pay
the amount of -$28, however, notes of
that amount being found with their
nuribers. The others must be count-
ed a loss. Nurse Fitzgefald, the ma-
tron of the hospital, lost all her be-
longings, and also.a sum of money.
Qorporal Sydney Rendell also lost
$150 in notes, Nome of it was recover-
ed. 2

Many papers of importamce Were
lost in the fire. The records of the
Institution were kept in oabinets and
in some cases cabinets and all were
destroyed. Many other papers were
found thlq morning, being damaged
none, beyond a water-soaking. They
will be dried and re-copied. In the
office a sum of five or six dollars,
which constituted the petty ocash, was
found in the search this morning.
~Many freaks of unusual interest
were in evidence after the fire fiend
had had his way. For instance  the
bofler was afire just as usual, and
the queer sight of smoke coming from
the tall steel chimney, which was left
standing, was to be seen, In many
cases the offices were passed over but
lightly by the fire, and the desks and
chairs were left in practically the
same positions. Papers which had
been contained in the ordinary clasp
fyles which hung on the wall were
birned and the fyles left hanging on
the nails,
Capt. Hector MacNeil, the quarter-
master, was not at the institution
when the fire broke out. He was at
the Escasconi Hospital, where a fire
had broken out the day previous, and
was there for the purpose of as-
certaining the amount of damage,
‘When he got back he found his own
institution in flames. A large amount
of the Quartermaster’'s stores were
left intact. In the bottom storey of
the Hospital is a large store room‘
where are kept the stores and sup-
plies of three hospitals—the Escas-
oni, Military and Empire. The fire
passed this by, and excepting some
that were water soaked through the
ceiling overhead, were damaged none.
Last night, although the police \Vrere
on guard, some marauders broke in,
and smashing a Yale lock on the
door of the store-room, got in and
looted a large quantity of stores.
Whole tubs of butter, cases of raisins
and currants, and others were taken.
At present there is no. clue that will
enable the officers to apprehend them.

The damage is very considesrable.
‘Whereas the electrical appliances and
other medical equipment were saved,
the building itself is a wreck. Cost-
ing originally twelve thousand dollars,
this had forty thousand dollars spcnt
on it in alterations and additions. On
the building was insurance to the
amount of $10,000. The loss, therefore,
is roughly forty thousand dollars.

The medical appliances, which were

-saved, will be immediately gotten to-

gether and placed in running condition
as soon as possible. Another, a tem-
porary, building, will have to be secur-
od.uﬁthemodiulmnhopotohsn
the instruments and appliances in
working order within a few days so
that the treatments may be continued
The wooden
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Especially suitable for Children’s Coats Skirts
and Costumes. Extrwgooa value at &.GTM

WhatDoes Your Money Earn?,

Whether your spare money is only $50 or around $3, 000 we can put
it to WORK for you in a GUARANTEED manufacturing proposition
where it will earn not less than 88 per cent. in two years and THEN you

can draw your money.

No investor can question the merit of this investment unless he has
all the particulars of it.

Waon’t you ask us for a full explanation?

J. J. LACEY & C0,, Ltd., City Chambers

One drunk was released on payment
of $1.00 :

A man who was a witness to the re-
cent bigamous marriage was brought
over from Bell Island and appeared
before the Magistrate this merning,
He was remanded for 8 days,

A deserter from a schooner, was or-
dered to go on board, or serve 30 days
in H. M. Brig.’

Coastal Boats.

‘. GOVERNMENT.
The 8. 8. Prospero arrived at St.
Anthony at 12.30 p.m. yesterday,
The 8. S. Portia arrived in port.this
morning at 7 o’clock.

F, H. ELLIS. & CO.

The 8. S. Susu sailed for the usual
ports at 7 a.m. to-day.

Novel Dls;lz;

A minjature train run by electricity
attracted much' attention to the win-
dow of Messrs. Ayre & Sons new
building. The small boys as usual en-
joyed the sight of the trains running
on an endless track.

Lost His Nerve.

FARESEENEA /

A young man who had. nerve enough
to offer- his services to King and
country, was found yesterday in a
fainting condition in the hallway of a
well known Dentist. The young man
when be recovered consciousness said,
that when he entered the stablishment
be heard a woman scream, and re-
membered nothing -else, until he
found that he was being driven home
in a cab. "

SABLE ISLAND’S OUTW.
mmmzu—rm Sable WAE’!:

due 5" sall for North Sydney at six

o'¢lock ‘this evening. ' The following
passengers are sailifig by her:—John
Codnier, Urish Oodnm James Moran,
C..8ceviour.
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Sounds rather clean, healthy, al-
though clean up is often used other-
wise.

If you were disposing of a quan-
tity of some particular item you would

refer to it as a clean up. If your home

was newly painted, papered, etc, you
would refer to it likewise.

Just now we use the most used ex-
pression, when we say that; within
three weelis our entire stock of wear-
ing apparel is to be transferred to!
Ladies, Gents, Boys and Girls of the
town. We know what we say. Read |
the advertisement in this paper and |
let's hear your say.

LONDON, NEW YORK AND PARIS
ASSOCIATION.
_ Graoe Building, St. Johw’s,
nov2l3iftut,

NOTE OF THANKS.—Mr. and Mrs.
A. Steele, wish to thank the kind
neighbors who offered their services
during their hours of sad bereave-
ment, especially Mr, and Mrs. Harry
Skinner, Miss Isabelle McDonald,
Miss - Bride Jackman, Mrs. John
Brown for a beautiful wreath to
adorn (darling Jean's) casket; Mrs.
James McPherson and all others who
sent letters of sympathy during the
illness and death of their darling
children Jean, Hamilton and Agnes
Cowan; also for the kindness and
care shown byMatron Reid and staff
of the Fever Hospital, to their boy
David while there.

Portia’s Passengers.

The 8. 8. Portla arrived from the
westward this morning bringing the
following passengers:—H. H. and Mrs.
Small, W. Crawford, Mr. Skinner, Mrs.
Farrell, Mrs. Grant, Mr. Farrell, J.
Boggan, A. King, J. B. Foote, Mrs. Old-
ford, Pte. Mayo, Miss Long, J. Lake,
Mrs. Lake and child, M. Walters, A.

J. Gibbons, Constable Bartlett, Miss ”

Gaulton, J. ‘Walsh, S. Hearn, Miss
Hearn, 8. Gibbons, J. Fagan m 06
second Ol“. G ¥

FERM ENQUIRY.—Tho S, Ferm

u«lrnrm Eontinted '
o i o “"’",

One at a Time.

- (From 'ﬁt—!iu.) :

A man from .the north of Scotland,
visiting Glasgow, was “boned” by a
Salvation lass, and gave her a six-
pence. Turning . into another street,
h4. was again asked for & contribu~
tion.
~ *Na, na,” he said. "I gied a six-
pence tae ane o' your folk ’roon the
corner just noo.”

“That was very good of you,” said

the girl. “But, then, you esn’t do a
tood thing too often. And, besides,
yonknowtholordvinmwyona
: hundred-fold.”
" “Aweel,” said the cautious Scot.
“I'll just wait till the first transac-
tion's feenished before we start the
second.”

(7 ' 3)
G. KNOWLING, Lid.,

have just received the following

HIGH GLASS GROGERIES

which they offer for sale at
their East, West and Central
Stores at their usual low mar-
gin of profit.
SHELLED WALNUTS. ~
SHELLED ALMONDS.
DESICCATED WHOLE EGG—
_ Equal to new laid eggs at one-
' fourth the cost, and far eas-
fer to use.
NORWEGIAN SARDINES—
Crossed Fish Brand.
NORWEGIAN SARDINES—
“Skipper” Brand .. ..27¢ tia
SARDINE PASTE—For sand-
- wiches; large tins ...10c. tin
‘DR, m VI-COCOA—In
T3 to % Ib. tinm,
FREEMAN'S CUSTARD POW-
m—u Ib. pkts.10c.; % 1.
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in shades of Taupe, Beige, Ris. |

Spes

$11.00, $15,00, §15. 00,
-$25:00, $30.00 each,

Merve Silk,

in Black and Cream,

--§5.80-to $16.00 each,
* Flette,

in strive effect,

$240, $3.20; 5100,
b‘,f,,$5,00,‘-veach up.

““Poplin,
in Black and Coloured, from

$2.20 to $6.50 each.
! I'Tassor Silk,

- “from

55 00 to $9.50.
SKIRTS.

Helv}' Serge,:in Navy & Black,

$7.50.

Grey Tweed - (extra value),

$8.00. &
COATS. #

Gn-li _i“n Blysh, .Twee
Cloth £tc. Emce&m

'$5.50"10°$26:00.

Infants’ in Serge, Corduroy, Ve-
£ lour, etc. Prices

$6.00, $8.00, $10.00 up.

40 only Ladies’:Coats. Regular
$44.50.

Speclal Price $36.00.
- COLLARS.
in great

Ladies’ Neckwear
variety, featurmg all the latest
designs in Georgette, Silk, Pop-
lin, Muslin, etc. Prices from

20c. to $Z.50 each. |
HATS; !

Ladies’ .and Children’s MMilli-
nery .fo clear at reduced prices.

FURS.

In Isabella, Oppos:um. Dakot
Wolf, Bear, Marmot Coon,S rnh
Seal, ‘etc. From

$25 00 to $75.00

article.
*“Bla¢k’ Hare,

$7.50-to $12.00.

& Ern_line Nggklets,
= $2.35 to $14.00.
: ALSO

Chldren s Sets,

from

36 00 to $14.00 set.
EILINGS.

nColoured Veilings,

cuit. Navy. Cream, Pink,
cial Pri

ﬁNDERWEAR

Iﬁu" Stanficld’s Underwear,

Anﬁ» Vesta h match.
ces

$1.75, 53 20, 33 70,
nt.
mdr
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Jerq# Ribbed;

I DIDN’T WAN]

people
once ac-
the loan
summer
from
friends of

Some
know
cepted
of a
cottage
gome
theirs.
When they
came back after
the two weeks’
vacation they had
spent in it, the
wife looked more
R o tired than she
- sy had when she
HTH CAMERO) went away.
“Never again,” §

d her husband. “She spent about}
f the last week cleaning up that
age.”

Well, T wanted to leave it just as l
le as when I took it. I didn’t want
to say that she had to clean up
pr us.”

You left it in better conditiokt,
know you did,” accused her hus-
d. “You said yourself you had to
all the black off the bottoms of |
Be pails and ketties because you
n't know just how much was on
bn you got there,”

That 0ld Oil Stove!

hat old oil-stove,” explained the |
, “it smokes things up just as|
as you get them clean.” |
xactly,” said her husband, “so%
t's the use of wearing yourself |
cleaning them.” J
But Henry, I didn’t want her to
pble to say—" :
0, said her husband, “you didn’t 1
t her to say this, and you didn't |
t her to say that. She must be |
ry disagreeable woman if chn‘
s her cottage and then snoop\‘
nd trying to find something to |
fault with and talk about.”

man never e¢an understand |
e things.”

|
Men. Have Too Much Sense? 'l

should hope. not. They have |
much sense. I never saw an}'~]
g like the way women are afraid |
vhat other women will say, whe-|
it has any basis in reason and;
ce or not.” |
that a fair accusation? |
that the way women are? {
P & certain extent I must admit |
nk it is,

YO couples I know once took a
e together for the winter. And

FOR TH& woOvVE
MIRG, MUTT,
VUNCLE WwAsS !
A RAILROAD
wRECK.




