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J. ALEX. ROBINSON,

The Prime Minister

. of England’s Speech > i e omie

IN THE HOUSE OF COMMONS YES-  or despair

TERDAY. ::

The following is a report of Mr
Lloyd George’s speech delivered be-
fore the House of Commons yesterday.
We are indebted for it te Hon. P. T.
McGrath, Reuter’s correspondent in
Newfoundland:

1/’“ LONDON, Dec. 19.
n opening his speech in the House

of Commons this afternoon, the Prem-
ier, Right Hon. David' Lloyd George,
said that he appeared = before the
House with the most terrible respon-
sibility that could fall upon the
shoulders of.any living man, as chief
adviser of the Crown in the most
gigantic war in. which the country
was ever engaged, B war upon the
events of which its destiny depends.
Not only was it the greatest war ever
waged, but its burdens were the heav-
jest ever cast upon this or any other
country,” while the issues were the
gravest ever attached to any conflict
in which humanity had been involved.
The ‘responsibilities of the new Gov-
ernment had been suddenly ac-
centuated by the declaration of the
German Chancellor.” “The statement
made by the latter in the Reichstag,”
he continued, “has been followed by a
note presented to us by the United
States without comment. An answer
will be given by the Government in
full accord with our barve Allies. Na-
turally there has been an interchange
of views, not upon the note, because
it has only recently arrived, but upon
the speech which propelled it, and in-
asmuch as the note itself is practical-
ly only a reproduction, or certainly a
paraphrase of that speech, the subject
matter of the note itself has been dis-
cussed formally. I am’very glad to be
able to state that we have each separ-
ately and independently arrived at
identical conclusions. I am glad
th the first answer was given by
France and Russia, for they have un-
onably the right to give the first
answer to such an invitation. The
enemy is still on their soil, and their
sacrifices have been the greater. That
answer has already been published,
and on behalf of the Government I
give a clear and definite suport to it.
Any man or set of men who want only,
without sufficient cause, to prolong
a terrible conflict like this, would have
oi his soul a crime that oceans could
not cleanse. On the other hand, it is
equally true that any man, or set of

abandoned the struggle
without achieving the highest purpose cept such a peace?
for which we entered it, would be/| ;0.

It is imp t. that there should be
no mistake. in & matter of life and
death to“#iifions, therefore I will re-

fectual guarantees. Has the German
"Chancellor used a single phrase indi-
cating that he was prepared to ac-
The very sub-
stance: and style of his speech :con-

guilty of the costliest act of poltroon-
ery ever perpretrated by any states-
men. I should like to quote the very

stitute a denial of peace on the only
terms upon which peace is possible—
he is against the rights of free na-

when that object has been attained.
Under God I hope it-will never end
until that time.” Are we likely,
continued Mr. Liloyd George,; to
achieve that object by accepting the
German Chancellor’s invitation?
What are the proposals? There are
none. To'enter a conference on the
invitation of Germany proclaiming
herself victorious without any know-
ledge of the proposals she proposes
to make, is to place our heads into a
noose with the rope ends in Germany’s
hands. This country is not altogether
without experience in these matters.
This is not the first time we have
fought a great military despotism ov-

be the first time we have helped to
overhtrow a military despotism. We
can recall one of the greatest of these
despots when he had a purpose to

schemes his favorite device was to

these conditions when we wished for
time to assimilate his conquests or to
reorganize his forces for' fresh con-
quests or secondly when his subjects

made in the name of humanity. He de-
manded an end to blodshed at which
he professed himself to be horrified
but for which he himself was mainly
responsible. Our ancestors were tak-
en in once and bitterly they and Eur-
ope rued it. The time was devoted to

cause us to regard this note with a
considerable measure of reminiscent
disquietude. We feel we ought - to
know before we can give a favorable
consideration to such an invitation,
that Germany is prepared to accede to
the only terms upon which it is pos-

sible for peace to be obtained and
maintained in Europe. These terms
have been repeatedy stated by all the

leading statesmen of the Allies. Mr.

men- who, from a sense of weariness

Asquith has stated them repeatedly.

SOMETHING GOOD
WITH

THAT IMPROVES
AGE.
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Port Wine.

ELLIS & CO., Lid.,

2035 Water Street.,
-Grocers and Wine Merchanfs.

well-known words of Abraham Lin-{4jons Listen to this from the Ger-

coln under similar conditions: “We
accepted this war for an object, and a the Central

world object, and the war will end | their conviction that respect for the

man note: “Not for an instant have

rights of other nations is not in any
degree comptaible with their own
rights and legitimate interests.” When
did they discover that? Where was the
respect for the rights of other nations
in Belguim and Serbia? That was self-
defence, I suppose, menaced by the
overwhelming enemies in Belgium.
(Laughter). I suppose that the Ger-
mans had been intimidated into ine
vading Belgium, burning Belgian cit-
ies and villages, massacring thous-
ands of inhabitants, old and young,
carrying the survivors into bondage.
They were carrying them into slav-
ery, when this note was being written
about their unswerving conviction as

ershadowing Europe, and it will not |t respect for the rights of other na- | Europe has been plunged into the

tions. Are these outrages legitimate
interests of Germany? We must know
that it is not the moment for peace,
if excuses of this kind for palpable

half years after the exposure by grim

that similar subterfuges will not be
used in future to overthrow any
treaty of peace you may enter into
withy Prussian militarism? This note

of respect for the rights of others
(Cheers). Withount reparation peace
is impossible. (Cheers.) Are all
these outrages ‘against humanity - on
land and -sea to be liquidated by a
few pious phrases about humanity?
Is there to be no reckoning for them?

ed or given? Germany leaves us to
exact damage for all future violence
committed after the war. We have al-
ready begun. It has cost us much
and we must exact it now so as not to
leave such a grim inheritance to
our children.

Much as we all _long for peace,
deeply as we are“horrified with war,
this note and the speech which her-
alded it do not afford us much en-
couragement and hope for an honor-
able and lasting peace. What hope is
given in that speech? The whole root
and cause of this great bitterness,
the arrogant spirit of the Prussian
ilitary caste will soon be as domin-
nt as ever if we patch up a peace
ow. (Cheers). After pointing out
that the speech in which peace pro-
osals were suggested resounded to
he boast of Prussian military tri-
umph, Mr. Lloyd George declared we
must keep a steadfast eye upon the
purpose for which we entered the
great sacrifices
we have been making will be in vain.
The German note states that it was
or the defence of their existence and
reedom for national development that
he Central Powers were constrained
to take up arms. Such phrases de-
feat even those who pen them. They
are intended to delude the German
nation into supporting the designs of
Prussian military caste. 'Who ever
wished to put an end to Germany's
national existencé or their freedom
for national development? We  wel-
comed their development so long as it

Recruiting Meeting ||
AT cnm;;mAfns.

Last night a recruiting
meeting was held at

Mr. Geo. J. Adams pre-
sided. On the platform were Rev.
Canon Colley and three men of the'|j|
place who have returned from ac-
tive service. The gﬁeakers were
Lieut. E. Churchill, Sergt. Nugent,
Sergt. Squires, Pte. Jensen, a brother

count of their experiences in Gallipoli
and France; also the brighter side of
soldiers life when in England, and
out of the trenches behind the bat-
tle front.

Mr. Fox reviewed the war from the
standpoint of one who through phy-
sical unfitness was not eligible to en-
list.

There will be a recruiting meeting
at Torbay, commencing at 8 o’clock,
to-night. Mr. T. J. Edens will pre-
side. Among the speakers will be
Lieut. H. Ross, Sergt. J. Robinson,
Pte. Hall, Mr, W. R. Howley and Mr.
L. E. Emerson. :

of Pte. Phil. Pensen, and Mr. C. J. %
Powers swerved from | Fox. The soldiers gave a graphic ac- | 4
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THIS IS THE STORE WITH THE

- Largest Stock of Xmas Goods

IN NEWFOUNDLAND.

The Christmas dinner is the event of the season and our stock of good things

will help to make it a complete success.

Turkeys, Geese, Ducks, Chicken, Sausages, Ox Tongue.

Cal. Oranges, Grape Fruit, Pears, Apples, Bananas, Grapes, Lemons.

Walnuts, Brazil Nuts, Hazel Nuts, Peanuts, Chestnuts.

Figs, Dates, Crystalized Fruits, Table Raisins, Sultanas, Currants.

Cherries in Marisquin, Figs in Marisquin, Cherries in Creme de Menthe.

Non-Alcoholic Wines—Sherry, Port, Black Currant, Ginger, etc.

McViti & Price’s Biscuits, Carr’s, Huntley & Palmer’s, Jacobs’.

Christmas Bon-Bons and Stockings in great variety. .

Lovell & Covell’s Chocolates and Caramels, 15, 1’s, 2’s, 3’s, 4’s and 5 1Ib boxes.
These Chocolates are absolutely the best in town; a splendid assortment.

Westminster Cigarettes, Turkish and Virginias, 10’s, 25’s, 50’s and 100’s.

Jamaica Cigars (Narima), pronounced by cigar smokers to be the best Jamaica
Cigar imported, 25 and 50 in each box. :

Phone Orders Selected A Mail Orders Carefully
and ; & S I-td Packed & Shipped.
yre & o0NS, L1, ”

Promptly Delivered. Satisfaction Guaranteed.
GROCERY DEPARTMENT.
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vertex of blood. We will therefore
wait until we hear what terms and
guarantees the German Government
offer other than those, better than

serve. In working out his nefarious ! crimes can be put forwdrd two and a | those, surer than those which she so

limply broke and in the meantime we

appear in the guise of the Angel of | facts of the guarantee. Is there, I|shall put our trust in an unbroken
Peace. He unsually appeared under |ask in all solemnity, any guarantee | army rather than in a broken. faith.

(Loud cheers,))’ Let us for a moment, |
continued the Premier, look at the
worst. The Roumanians’ blunder was
unfortunate, but the worst is it pro-

show‘ed symptoms of fatigue and war |and the speech prove that not yet|longs the war. It does not alter the
weariness. The appeal was always|have they learned the very alphabet | full damage facts of the war. I can-

not help hoping that it may even have
a salutary effect in calling the atten-
tion of the Allies to obvious defects
in the Allies’ organization, not merely
in the organization of the whole. If|
it does that and braces them to fresh
effort it may prove, bad as it is, a

reorganizing his forces for a (%eadl?er Are we to grasp the hand that per-| blessing in -disguise. It has been a
attack than ever upon the .hbert.les petrated these.atrocities in friendship | real set back. It is the one cloud, it |
of Europe. Examples of this kind | without any reparation being tender- | is the darkest cloud that appeared on

a clearing horizon. We are doing our
best to make it impossible that that
disaster should lead to a worse one.
(Not finished.)

(To be Continued.)

- What Are You

Doing for that Eczema ?
“Nothing; I've about givemn wup try-
ing to cure it.”

“That is not wise. Do as I did and
you will probably be cured in a short
time. I used Zylex and Zylex Soap
with it and my Eczena began to im-
prove at emce. A couple of boxes ||
cured. You can get Zyles at your
druggists.” ¥

Zylez, 50c. & box; Zylex Soap, 266. «
cake.

Zylex, London. eod tf

Beclin; in Market.

The a¢companying cable was receiv-
ed last night by F. B. McCurdy & Co.:
Lloyd George’s speech was obvious-
ly interpreted as leaving the open |
door for Germany to come back with
definite peace proposals. This caus-
ed a wide break in the market. A
further inference that peace terms
carrying adequate guarantee of the
object of the Entente would receive
consideration was made heavy liquida- {
tion followed. The close showed :
small rally and fair support, but mar-
ket was nervous.

UNIVERSAL XMAS GIFTS !

When you are puzzled and just don’t know what to give “HER” or “HIM”
this Xmas, come to BISHOP’S. There are hundreds of universal articles
that make '

Appropriate and Desirable Gifts.

With such stocks as ours it’s easy to select something for every name on your
list. This space serves to relate only a very few of our many lines of inter-
esting and beautiful suggestions. A visit to our Xmas Showrooms will con-
vince.

TOILET WARE,
45¢. to $10.00.

Every woman just loves beautiful
things for her boudoir. We have
them in Jewel Cases, Manicure Sets,
Bureau Sets of French Ivory, Ster-
ling Silver, etc., ete.

HAND BAGS,
45¢. to $12.00 each.

The latest Parisian novelties in
soft leathers, velvet, coloured silks or
two-tone kid. A Christmas Gift that
may be chosen to match milady’s
gown or her newest sets of furs; ev-
ery one richly lined with silk.

HANDKERCHIEFS,
40c. to $1.00 box.

Every desirable style awaits you
herer notwithstanding the difficult
conditions that prevail.

WOOL SCARVES,
- $1.10, $1.50 and $1.95.

These selections have just come to
hand direct from the London market.
Luxurious in quality and colourings,
exceptionally appropriate for holiday
giving.

WALKING STICKS,
45¢. to $2.40.
Most acceptable to Ladies or Gents.

Assorted woods with cap or band of
Sterling Hall Marked. :

For what woman really wants, and the things that make it worth while
to be a woman, see our large assortments of Neckwear, Waists, Evening
Dress Camisoles, Dressing Gowns, Boudoir Jackets and Caps, Ruffles, Furs,
Silk Dresses, etc., etc.

BISHOP, SONS & CO., LTD.
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was on the paths of peace. The Al- THE NEW FRENGH REMEDY.

lies entered this war to defend Eu- TH RAP"Q‘TNMNG':i
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; GELEBRATED PORT Wl“E’ it must insist that the only end is the :uus n-::n. \

3 tee against the possibility of that ;a'._"éq! 'Y LEADING GHE!

Equalling neal‘ly caste ever again disturbing the peace F‘;&.ﬁiﬁ?ﬁ
1000 Gallons,

of BEurope. (Cheers.) Prussia, since o s
she got into the hands of that caste T1 -
or 450 Cases of 1 doz. each,
or 5400 Bottles.

has been a bad neighbor—arrogant, g’_’f.;_"":ts
threatening, bullying, shifting boun- INBIRT
daries at her will—taking one fair A‘I‘ THE CRESCENT.
We are now booking orders for immediate
delivery, or within the next 2 weeks, for Cases,
Gallons or Bottles. Nowis the time to avail of
this opportunity and purchase while there is yet

field after another from - weaker ;
neighbors. With her belt ostenta-| Go ‘to the Crescent Picture Palace

time. It improves with age and keeps on im-

proving.

Your gentleman friend
will require some of the fol-
lowing articles this Xmas:
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Genuine Briar Pipe, includ-
ing the famous G.B.D.
Briar Pipe in Case.
Rubber Tobacco Pouches.
Fancy Leather Tobacco
Pouches.
Cigar and Cigarette Cases.
Cigar & Cigarette Holders.
Nickel Pipe Cleaners.
Rodger’s Penknives.
" Gillette Safety Razors.
Ender’s Safety Razors.
Gillette Razor Stroppers.
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tiously full of weapons of offense,|to-day and see the big mid-week pic-
and ready at a moment’s notice to use | ture programme. Thg Essanay QOm-
-] them, she always has been an unpleas- | pany present a great detective ﬂrgma
8 | ant and disturbing neighbor in'Eu-|in 3 reels: “‘The ‘White Ally,” featur-
; roi)e. (Hear, Hear.) It is difficult|ing Peggy Sweeny, Wm. Burke and
for .those living thousands of miles|Edward Arnold. The Selig Company
away to understand what it has meant present a thrilling western dram_a.:
to those who lived near her. Even | “Crooked Trails” featuring the dar-
here, with the protection of the broad | ing Tom Mix; and a rich George
seas between us we knew what a dis- | Ade comedy: “ The Fable of the
turbing factor the Prussians were| Willing Collegian who yvanted to_ E
with their constant naval menace, but| get a Foothold.” Professor McCar- |
even we can hardly realize what it|thy plays a splendid  programme t.o't,
has meant to France and Russia. Now | music for this ‘great show; be* '!u_fe ;
: that this war has been forced by the { and see it.

S| Prusstan  military  leaders . upon SENSIBLE el yom, 5
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France, -Russiay Italy and ourselyes,

have all to be disposed of during the next

4 it would be cruel folly not to see to it

that this swasbuckling through the

Home would be a nice Rattan|$
Chair er Rocker.

We have a

I. X. L. Penknives.
Playing Cards.

8 | streets” of Hiirope to the disturbance S 3
Jof all han;leg_s and peaceful citizens beauﬁfnlselecﬁm, :ought b:
| akall be dealt with niow as an offence | fore the advance and selling

% | ozainst the Jaw of nations. (Cheers,) | thie Genuine Old Prices. - CAL- % ‘ ADTIN W ABL cu

2 Weoks.

8 | The mere word that led Belgium to | LAH AH,

GLASS & CO., LTD.
her own destruction will not satisfy| dec13tf o s
any more. We all believe it; | r——

we all entrusted it. It gave way to|,

¥ the first pressure of temptation, and
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