that far west inaccessible 1 Will his Lord-
ship toll ueg what he thinks would be the
condition of those wide forests, over which
the stan 'ard of England now droops, if the
etripes ond stars waved above them? We
feel we are treading upon ‘angerous ground,
but we put it to his Lordship, on his alle-
giance, to say how long that etandard will
continue to dkpop over those territories if
their resoufges afe not brought fully to,
besr in the eompetition with ' the ‘rivall
State. Thelale is old, how. Cenada re-
mained true to ite allegiance ‘when sll were
fi o8 found; how even the * habjtants”
of the.Lower Provsince adhered to the Gov-
crnment, which had remained troe to the
eonditions it had made with them in taking
them ander its protection. What is the
requital these faithful Provinces have found
at the hands of the Dritish Government 7—
Ya it wonderful that they luok’ with waver-
ing at the énward march of the neighbor-
i'g & ta »s—t'at they yearn for that un-
limited development which would be so eaey
of attsinment—tha® they are ha'dly con-
fent to remain, with crippled resources and
m a fruitless allegiance, a bye word and
onprobrinm of enbmissive loyalty and tame
tilelity 1—Emigrant.

- Provincial Pacliament.
IIOUSE OF ASSEMBLY,

SoxTtagan, March 23,
UPPDR CANADA ASSRSSMENT BILL.

Oun the order of the day for the second
reading of the Bill to regulate assessment
1n Upper Canada, being read.

Mr. Hixcks drew the attention of hon,
members to this subject, which had been
before the country since he had a seat in
the House, and which was admittel to be
of the last importance. When last in the
Couneil he had introduged a bill like this,
which way read a second tiine; but went no
farther, in congequence of the change of
wimstry. Afterwards,"Mr. Draper brought
in a bill to remedy the egils complained of; |
but that was referred 1o a'8elect committee, |
and there lost, It ‘was not afterwards re- [
nowed.  As to real property, it was neces-
sary it should bo nssessed at its proper
value. lie might mention that in Lower
#anada, real property was assessed at its
value; not as in Upper Canada where- !ands
wore assessed, if cultivated, at 20s and if
uncultivated, at 4s, though the lands thus
assessed were sometimes worth £100 or
£150 peracre,, Again, it was desirable to
have a uniform systein of assessment
throughout, not as in Canada a present,
whore overy mnnicipality had a beparate
mole of assessment, according to its act of
incorporation. The principa! objection to

this-bill, was the tax on personal property.

It wae said that this wae an inquisitorial |

tax, prying jnto persons privata affiire.—
t &

now, first hie would ask whether the
1ouse would adopt the principle of assess-
ing the land only T  If not, would it, as pro-
posed in Mr, Draper’s Bil), tax only those

| 000 quarters of wheat could get the fair

bill, that @ great change was desirableand
necessary in the sssessment law. It was
very necessary with regard to real property,
becuuse everybody knew, thatin this coun-
try land was valued arbitrarily, without any
kind of reference to its actual valve, and
that great injustice was done to the whole
population of Upper Canada. But to that

making affidayit to that effect, and to: the

principal causes of the-defeat of the party

amount of personsl property be was worth, | at the general election immediately after-

he could not be taxed for.any lai a
mount than that mentioned in the vit,

Mr. Wirson said, there was not & wea-
sure before the House, which would be
more earnestly discuseed out of those walls,
than the one then Ahem, because ity

portion of lb’; ‘whlch ) 5 d to the
sasessment rsonal property, he was se
much opposed :-r. as he way in 1848, when
a -imihr fneasure was proposed by his hon.
friend_from Oxford, Since then, he had
given & great deal of consideration tothe
subject, and heard the opivions of many
persong, and his ohjections to the measure
remaived unchapged. He YMr. Boulton)
represented a ‘rural constitvancy, and he
knew that this was not a popular bill in any
county in thit part of Upper Canade from
which he came, }e thought the b%ill was
founded on a false principle, that it was the
worst arbitrary measare that could possibly
have been contrived. It seemed to him a
most strange and inconsistent couree for
the hons member to stand up and urge most
powerful arguments in favour of a repeal of
the Usury Lawe, 80 as to induce capital
into'the country, and at the sane time
heap npon it an additional incubus to pre-
vent ifs being brought into the country.—
It has been said that in England the tax
was on income; and be (Mr, Poulton)
thought it would be much more just to
place the tax on income than property, be-
cause the citizen and professional man,
who, by bis ski!l or industry'had scquired a
handsome income, was quito as able to pay
a small tax, for the purpose of local improve-
ment aod schiools as the man who, not be
ng in any way in business, had amassed an
amount of properly in many instances in
this country unproductive, and who was
gradually escheuting a portion of it every
year,” The income tax ton, was only re-
sorted to in FEngland a dernier resort to
prevent the natiun being plunged year by
year d eper into debt. Ie admitted that a
property tax was a just tax in England, be-
cause there, property of all kiods had a
well regulated value, and every one having
property for eale from a match up to 100,-

value for his property; not so in this coun-
try, where there are masses of property of
real intrinste value, tor which, under pre-
sent circumstances, absolutely nothing
could be got. Ifit was a tax to be raised
from the rural population for rural purposes,
he woull not ohject to it, but it was not so.
It was well known, that in the* remoter
settlements, they would scarce find a man
who was worth £300, and in the whole of
Upper Canada, he believed there were few,
if any, who were not in debt. The tax in
the lattér case, ke need not“state, would
be inoperative, as, if their debt were paid
they might have nothing to tax them for,
It was s1id that there was nothing inquisi-

|
torial in tho measure, but ho couid not see !
a more inquisitorial system than meking it
imperative on a man to take an oath of

what he was worth, a large amount could

articles used by farmers: as horses, cattle,
carriages, &1 Now, he was prepared to
+how that no peraon could, from the work-
ng of this eystem of assessment, know any-
“Lhing of any man's affiirs. No one cvcrl
+ went to an assessment ro!l in the United
BStates to know what a man’s afluirs were.
Ie would illustrate this:==a person living
in Hamilton might own real estate all over
the Province. Ile micht own £320 000 in
this way, and yot by the assessment roll of
Ilawilton not appear to ba worth a firth- |
ing,  He might hold stocks in jsint stock |
Companies, assessed at their head offices. —
‘I'nough he had all this property he might
daduct from this every debt owed, and n
person, holding this, might declare that he
hal no personal preperty to tax at all io
Hmilten.  1lis Jands might be in one
place: his bank stock in another: he might
have nothing to tax in Hamilton. He had
mqrired at New Yorky Boston and Oswego,
wo't had heard no one object to the working
of this law. To the last named place, he
went in company with the present Mr.,
Justice Sullivan. then greatly opposed to
thie law: they saw the asscssment rolls,
and they saw the hooks of a large and well
known honse—Croker & Co., we under
stood==who were hardly assessed at all for
personil property, though they were men |
in most respectavle circumstances,  With

swear he was worth nothing, whereas the
honest man, would be made to bear his own
burden and the burden of the dishonest
man as we!l.  What honest man there-
fore, cou'd take dn cath for this purposof

and not think the measure inquisitorial,—
Heo might instance the case of Mr. Bethune, |
a very worthy man, who possessed (ho,
greater part of the steamboats on Lake On-
lario—say that he was in a state of insol-

vency and that ho was brought forward to
swear how much he was worth. It might
ba esid to hin—why Mr. Bethune, you
have ton steamboats and each of these
steamboats is worth £5000, this will lay
you open toa tax on £50,000, and if Mr

Bethune did not wish to swear that he was
not in a poesition to be trusted for £5, he
must allow himself to be taxed for the |
amount named. Other instances of a like
nature might be given. The bill in his
opinion was an obnoxious one, and not in
the present condition of the country called
for, and taking it in all its bearings, he
thought it one of tho most unjust measures
which could possibly have been introduced
into the house. It had been regarded with
aversion when introduced in 1843, and the
same aversion would be evinced toward it
now. Hon. members had been warned by
the hon. Inspector General, but in his turn
he would warn the government, not to carry

rovi would efféct every indivi
householder in Ahe country. - No ‘pr .
tion seemed mare clear to him, avd more
just than this, that individoal in the
eommuuity, should eontribute sccording to
bis means, an eqnitable share of such taxa-
tion, as was imposed for the general bene-
fit of that community. If this bill proposed
the fair discovery of a one’s means of
paying taxes, it did all that could be done,
for the rating of those taxes would be left
to the local authorities themselves, who
were to say, how much was required, and
how much should berated. That the direct
taxation of the Upper Province, with few
years exceptions, was made for purposes
purely local, and by the local authorities
themselves, was o well understood, as
scarcel, to requre notice, except for the
purpose of embracing the whole range of
the question, ‘I'hese local taxes, up 1o the
present time, had been rated, and imposed
upon an arbitary valvation or assessment
of real or personal property. The subjects
of assessment and taxation—their valuatiop
and the rate which could be imposed upon
them, as the law now stood, might" be thus
concisely etated. Every acre of arable
pasture or meadow land, 20s; cvery acre of
uncultivated land, 4s; every town lot, siua-

ted in . York, Kingston, Niagars, and
Quecnstor, £50: Cornwall, Sandwich,

Johnstown, and Belleville, £20; every town
lot on which a dwelling house is erected in
the town of Brockville, £30; every town lot
on which adwelling. house is erected in the
town of Bath, £20; every house built with
timber equared or hewn on two sides, of
one. story in height, and not two stories,
with not more than two fire-places, £30;
for every additional fire-place, £4; every
dwelling house built of squarc or flatted
timber on two sides, of two stories in height
with not more than two fire places, £30;
and for every additional fire place, £8; evety
framed house under two stories in_height,
with not more than two fire-places, £35;
and for every additional fire-place, £5; every
brick or stone house, of one story in bight
and not more than two fire-places, £40;
and for every additional fire-place, £10;
every [ramed brick or stories in hight, and
not more than two fire-places, £60; every
additionsl fire-place, £10; every grist m |i,
wrought by water, with one pair of stones,
£150; cvery additional pair, £50; every
saw mill, £100; every merchants shop,
£200; every store house owned or occnpied
for the receiving. and forwarding goods,
wares or merchandize for hire or gain, £300;
every horse kept for purposes of hire or
gain, £18; everyhorse of the age of three
years and upwards, £8; oxen of the age of
four yeara and upwarde, per head, £4;
milch cows per head, £3; horned cattle
from the age of two years to four years, per
head, 30s; every close carriage with four
whecls, kept for pleasure, £100; every
curricle, gig, or other carriage, with two
wheels, kep: for pleasure only, £20; every
waggon kept for pleasure, £15, IHe said
that, on no other kinds of property than
these, could any rate be imposed—and it
naturally suggested itself to ask, whether
these things, and these only, were the true
representatives of a man’s means? and
whether the valuation was equitable ? - The
answer to both enquiries appeared obvious.
The property above enumerated, reached
but elightly the means of the wealthy,—
The valuation was originally in most in-
stancoa arbjtrary, and from the develope-
ment of the resources of the country, had
become unjust, Thirty years ago, when |
land could be got for almost asking, it might |
have been well ®nough to estimate it all at |
an equal value; butit conld not be so now. |
If land had been worth improving at all, jt |
could not be of less value when improved, |
than £3 peracre, and from this sum it might |
range to £25 in the neighborhood of our |
citics.  'I'ne Government price of wild |
land was now 8s; bui even this might be-
come, from situation, as valusble as if it
were improved. But by the law, even as
amended by the District Council Act of
1841, no land could be taxed over a penny

wards. He knew that the precent assess-
ment law pressed heavily on the poor man,
and on those who lived in the back-woods,
and lightly .on those who lived in front
’::wn-hn_p-.“.And _be knew that some
‘change in but he
believed the : o

bad failed, was | use {

personal clavees had ‘been introluced into
them, The hon. or General had
referred to the Senate of New. York ; but he
(Mr. Morrison) did not think we ought to
go there for our laws and legislation, We
might very -woll refer 1o their principles,

but we should not copy too closely from a
republican country, He (Mr. M.) knew
that the personal clauses of this bill were
obnoxious 10 the majority of the people of
Upper Canada, Every letter he hail receiv-
ed from his constituents had pressed upon
him the ity of end ring 1o pre-
vent this measure from passing through the
House. He (Mr. Morrison) was glad to
hear the Inpector-General say that if a ma-
jority of members from Upper Caunda were

pposed to these p | clauses, he would
abandon them with pleasuie, Ha believed
that the hon. member would find a majority
of the, Upper Canada members were oppos-
ed to these clauses. The hon. Inspector-
General had refarced particujarly to the
merchants as the parties who were to be
taxed. (lln‘Mr. M.) was not there for
the purpose “of protecting the mercantile
interest ; but he wonld tell the Inspector
Genceral that the merchants of Tgronto, and
the merchants of Upper Canada were en-
titled to soma respect ; and when they said
that this was a most inquistorial measure
he (Mr. M.) thought they were quite cor-
rect. Indeed it was but necessary to refer
to the bill iteelf, to show that it was most
inquistorial.  But his principl ohjection to
the bill was. that the peopls of Upper Cana-
da were opposed to it : and even the minis-
teria: press bad thought it prudent not to
discuss the measure. e was in favoor of
the principle of the bill—uniform taxation :
and he was not against a personal property
system, but it must not be obnoxious to
the people.

Mr. Hincks—\WWhat is your system !

He Mr. Morrison had no system. He
took it for granted the Government would
bring down a proper measure, but he did
not think they had done so. [le' thought
the Government ought not to have pressed
this measure as a Government measure ;
the measure would not give any revenue to
the Government, and they might, by means
of a clause in the municipal act, have given
the dfferent localities power, if they thought
proper to adopt these personal clauses ;
but they should have been omitted from the
government weasure. ‘I'he hon. member
concluded his speech by saying that he
would vote for the second reading of the
bill ; but oppuse it as forcibly as possible in
its other stages,

Mr. Richards expressed ‘himself struck
with the observations of the hon. member
for the Third Riding of Yo:k, and was sur-
prised that he had taken up the subject so
warmly. The hon. Inspector General had
said that he would not press the taxation
clauses if he was not supported by a ma-
Jhrity of the upper Canada members, but he
would have the hon. Inspector-General to
recollect that although' he might not get
a majority of members from Upper Canada
to support him, he might have the support
of those who represented the majority of
the people of Upper Canala.

Inspector-General Hinels explained that
ho had said if he was not supported by a
majority of the Upper Canada mewmbers who
supported the Ministry—the Liberal ‘mein-
bers—he would not press the clauses.

Mr. Robinson said there i+ inequality unler
the present law and there woull be 'lnq'n!—
Ity under tha bill.
the Home Distaict about half the whole tax
levied on personal propeity ; now that
would escape under the present bill, for all
property under £300 would be exempted.—
T'he hon, member read a letter from a gen-
tleman who he said had introduced a great
deal of capital to'the country, but who de-
clared capitaliste would not invest here if
this bill passed. lle was ready to adopt an
equitable system"for wild lands and some
other parts of the bill ; but there were many
details to which he must object,

|
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RECEPTION OF IMMIGRANTS I
i CANADA.

in one direcfion, or its mischievous activit
in another. While we sit pondering wit

mel@kcholy forebodings over the hopeless

of Bri !

by the fosillades in South - m_p&.coy-
& 1k sibimns e i W

the scheme of internal comtnurication | d ¢

vinces ie rudely dis- e

pelled by the bustle occasioned by the at-

tempt to thrast convicts and a constitution

o8 of ng'lm
* Our musin

our transatlantic

upon the Cape Colony. The whispers in

extending the sway of the ferret.catchers
in the north-west, are rendered inaudible
amidst the growls of the planters of Guiana,
as they lustily endeavour to thrust the Col-

their affairs, . The Secretary is a wiracle of
perversencss, He insistsa wpon doing the
business of one-hall the world for them :
and poeitively interdicts the other half from
doing a1 yth ng at ell. Now he “beatrides
the na row world like a Colossus”—and
anon, as It struck with catalespy, he stands
in an elegant pose, gazing upon vacancy.

There are difficuliice in the way of the
introduction of immigrants into Canada—
but diificulties are only recognized by minds
of a certain order, as trials of skill—thoy
are looked at, to be overcome. Bgitain has
known a mioister who when a case of im-
possibility was presented to him, preesing,
io the midst of his agony, his|gouty fooi
upon the ground, could cry with vehemence,
“Tell him he has to do with a minister who
treads upon impossibilities !” But our
Secretary is like to CyaTaax as we to Hzn-
CULES.

The province suffered much inconveniece
from the number of immigrants in 1847.—
Does the Proviucial Government propose to
itsell some large scheme to affurd them ia
better reception for the future ? No such
thing, lts exclamation, i3 **Good my Lord
Grey, for the love of mercy keep those fel-
lows at home: or if you cannot keep them
there, we cunnot have them here. Let
them, if they must come out, knock at the
next door. There is plenty of room for
them in the States. Our forests, it is true,
want clearing ; but that will do two or
three centuries hence. We shall perhaps
by that time be in the huméur to make a
step or two in the way of progress.”

Evety tod of roadway driven into the
waste, increases by so much the productive
land of the province. Employ the immi-
grants at a fyir remuneration per diem in
making these roads, and they willina short
time -have saved each oue emough to pur-
chase a few acres of the\land to which they
have opened access, paying down a certain
portion, a1d tha remainder of the purchase-
money by several instalmenta. The price
paid them by the province fur making the
road would “enable them to purchase pro-
visione, and to mainta’n themselves and
their families until the time when they had
some land cleared, and had secured a crop.”
A private speculator could thus work a
millions of acres to profit. But it seeins
that Government is simply paralyzed for
want of means. Capitalists are shy ofin
vestment in Canadian schemes., “Wo cun-
not obtain,” says a local paper, “a loan of
money necessary to construct a few miles
of railroad. Although a British dependen-
cy, and under British protection, we cannot
obtain a tithe of the capital ient willingly to
those whom some have Been pleased to term
our rivals, We ust awako sooner or
later to the fact that our crelit is bad.”

Thiais too bad—a dependency of a natiop
of capitalists so managed that the cupital-

At present there was in | s

ists of that nation refure to invest in provin-
cial enterprisrs.  \Wo agree with the wri-
ter a dy quoted, that “there 13 evidently

»re wrong. and it should be the duty
of the statesman to discover where the
error lies.”—Emmigrant.

HURON SIGNAL.

Wg kaow not whether most to wonder at
the morbid i of the Colonial Office

tated that we had so sympathy with lhao.
Mr. Lafoowine’s R lutios, a8 we garded

the discussion of all such questions a8 & very
“paltry species of legislation for which no fa-
telligent people would willingly conseat to pay.**
In short, ‘'we have not, o far as we are aware,

ever attempted to
Sl

nistration,

10 justify the

in purs pie policy,

but 10 expose the ufter want of priciple in the
leaders of the Conservative Party, It is true

that two blacks do not make @ whits—but. when

which the lozel treaty was conducted, for [we ace men ruising o hueasd cry—gresting »

violent sensation on the public- wind, and even
inciting to deeds of outrage and rebellion sgutic
a policy which they tl Ives hed- intreduced,
had acted »n, and had intended 1o carry out, the

onial Becretary out of the management of insult ofl: red 10 the undersisadings -of sbe~peo-

ple is certainly too gross to be passed over in
silence. No reasopable man can fora moment
that the iadignati p d P

William Cayley and his {riends, was sincére,—
They were aware that they had' héwa out this
very measure—they knew that the Upper Cana-
dn Rebellion claims were piid oa the distincs
understanding that the Lower Canada claims
should be paid also--they were aware that-such
a measure would, as a matter of eeurse, be
Lrought forward, and therefure, their inlignation
was a mere sham. And however much we¢ may
condemn the poliey of taxing the whole people
for the misdeeds or a few individuals, we feel a
mueh deeper detestation for a deliberate and sys-
tematic atterpt to gull and insult the whole
people.  We never can have any sympathy
with shams—we would rather be boldly robbed
of a pouad than be gilled of & peany.

Ninty thousand paeunds is, no doubt, s large
sum of money to be paid for nothing ; but while
we would utihesitatingly denounce the payment
of this eum, or of niaety farthings io the perchase

the payment of nine times ninety thousand
pounds, to the rebellion, and bLloodshed which
the *‘indignationicte’ seemn 1o contemplate as
the only means of regaining place. We are
aware that this threatening and ineiting to re-
bellion was confined chiefly 1o sucli papers as
tlie  Montreal Gazette, and of course meant
nothing but sn ebullition of dizappointed spleen ;
still it ought to Le severely denounced and its
authora held up to scorn and ridicule. We hada
a large amount of this peper coursge exhibited
in Goderich ; great Bills declaring ** No Sur-
render,’’ and threateaing to *‘Dje first !"” but
we remarked at the time, that il our courageous
[ townsmea could Ve prevented fiom. dying of
|

|indoleuce. we would become eecurity thet they
would scarcely perish by the sword. Now, sup-
posing that all the threatnings about rebellion
and ‘' annexation,” were just as mesninglers
throout the Province, as “they were at Goderich,
yet, we say that such stuflaad its authors should
[ be held up to contemp', Sach feckless conduct
| might'pgsibly have the elect of lealing to par-
i tial outrages, such, for instance, as the lats Fridt
produced in Toronto by the vicious mfamatory
| articles of the Patriot ; and, at all events thece
characters have pesformed their share Jof the
labor, and iocurred their portion of the gails of
producing a rebellion ; uad have, therefore, fur-
feited their right to the blessings and protection
of their country’s laws., But though the late
sham “ indignation” meeti had contempTated
nothing farther than a chnb of Governmeat,
and the accession of the Tury party to power,

| we woud haye felt bound to oppoee, and t
{ eale.them, even to the full extent of our al .
Toryiem has been the civil eurse of the world,
and certdinly iao no portion ef the globe, are the
traces of its withering influence more deeply and
distinetly visible than in Canada. It has, in
fact, kept the country almost ia its original
wilderness state, compared with the eoadiiien of
our prosperous and progressing neighbors, and
no good man who is acquainted with the fact
vhat all the good which has ever resulted from
legiclation in this country, has been produced Ly

the Resolutions of Mr, Lalontaige, by Ihi-ﬂon. '

of politice! support, we would willingly prefer =

rezard to the iterns of asdscssment for
nchonle and the Lemnatie Asylun; it was
clear that owners of personal property were
ae mnch interested, snd ought to pay as

the measure throngh this session, but let it | on the acre,—and, practically, the most re- {r. Cumeron remarked thet the bill ‘was
lie over till the country had the opportunity ‘ mote and poor eettler paid as high a tax |#aid boto obnoxions:butall those gentlomen
of expressing their sentiments on the sub- | on his land, as the most wealthy farmer in | Who had spoken and who lived not in towns,
jeet, |(he immodiate neighhorhood of a city or hl"‘_ among the neople, and therefore knew
vauch as landad proprietors. e believed Mr. Turmpson eaid that when he cnn.} large town. By wise policy, valuable un. f thelr feelings, declared the mnyasnrc would
h . mambers would find, if they threw out | sidered that hon. gentlemen were there to | unpr'.\-pd lands, retained merely that they |bea p:)pul‘\'r one, lHe was g‘ad'lho hon.
thia %ill, that tu~y would not be thanked by do justice to the public, and not to attend i thight increaso in value, by the impiove ’ ln-‘pcc\'c\r ‘(-'*ncru! had explained the pf\Llf:
their constituents, 1"he bill had bean com- | to their dwn interest he wae docidedly in | ment of other lands about them, he thought, [ on 1n W hich the Goverament stood and Le
parad to the English act, and it hag beenffavor of the bil'.  (Hear.) It was a mea | ou ¢ht to be rated yearly, at their increased | Pb‘ﬁ‘C&U’ “"dglbl"'><{ it} but he hoped it
el that assossors in zht, undes it, o into [sure that would have tha effect of pu'ting value, and taxed :nccnnhngl_\'!—.\ hile land [ Woul lnﬂl 0 necssiry to withdraw lhlc
how e, snd examine thy most miaute arti- |90 & more 1egular footing, the taxation ot | of littls value should be rated. aud taxed in personal property clause, for if so he could

That was u ¢ Uppar Cmalians, amongst@hom the poor | the same way, and not by mere general and | not l’“i’."“f'l it.  He was Ill"‘ﬂcl'fn merchang
nad ‘he English income act <in Lis han j, | nap 12 af nreeent more heavily burdcned | arbitrary value as established in 1320.— w:(h shout,R000neste] in A aql
f om wheh he would show what power the | than the ricli, Morinstance the land worth | I'hen as regarded personal property, no one | village ";’ls which were worth £25 or £30
(9035 an acra was t:x>1 as heavily as the [ could say that the posscssion or not, of th: | each. Now, if he had land in the bush he

clra, cat mistake, and he)

the very men who are lcaders of the Present
Government, would, for one iastant, Lesitate in
paying lie proportion of ninety thousand pounds
rather than suffer the Province to be again sub-
s | jected to Tory supremacy. This is not what we

Ounr talented friend of the Transciipt has writ- | understand by ** political expedieney ;™ it is the
ten a long common-sence article in reply to our | policy of commoa sense—it is ehoosing the leust
| rema.ks, on his policy, in the Signal of the 23rd | of two evils—the ninety thousand pounds isa
March. in reality, no point of | heavy sum, amounting to perhaps, fourieen or
| difference between tho T7anseript and ourself in | 15 pence a head to the whole population, a short
regard to the pr(n.cnplc of paying the rebellion | time and a little exertion will enable us to get
losses ; but we regrei to perceive that our cotem- | quit of the fifteen pence, but it is possible that
purary has.fhisunderstood us on this subject.— | neither we nor our childrén might get rid of the
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Now, there

tax parherers hal there,  [ere the hon. |

atar roud several pa

assages from the

land whieh was worth .C100; and the mer- | property aboxe enumerated, was the true
criterion, by whi¢h to judge of a man's

B min act, 10 show the powers possessod 'chant who sold £10,000 a.! not pay any
he the lncune-Tax Commissionars in Bag. | more than the merchant who seld only
Iand to examing persous on oath, examins | £1,000,—=(kHoar, hear, hear.)

aremat bosks &s., for thy parpose of | Mr. Medrir was delighted (o hear the
nesnssing tax payers.  ‘Tiien what halbeen | remarks of the Lon. gentleman who had
*aand 85 obnoxinus in this tax in Eogland 7| J1st spoken, as he was precisely the per-
1t was this=='ha tax there was an mcowma | %00 from whom any marks of approbation

| means of paying taxes. 'I'her® are some
| indications of wealth, properly’ embraced by
the bill, ot others, at which it grasped, by

no means sustained those indications, oa |
| ty and ,exempt himself,

the confrary they truly indicated a decay-
; . y
ing not a flourishing etate ! a :nan's affuirs,

paid like his neighbor, 18s 8d tax for 100
acres not worth more than 82 each ; but
for the viliage lots of which-he had already
sold £6,000 worth, and was daily selling
others he paid nothing at all. ' How then
could ha vote to tax every person's proper-
If there were any
clause which he would like to see amended,

either what is called the policy of expediency, or |

We have never, so far as we are aware defended | eff-cts of another Tory Goverament.

We 1rust the Editor of the Tramscript will

yet the policy of Legislating by precedent, and | now perceive that we have not lost sight of our
if on the subject of the Rebellion Losses, we | ‘“moral cousistency and strict political honesty"’
have written anything which may be understood | on this question of the Rebellion Lostes. We
a0 a defence of such policy, we have done #0 in- | do not approve- of the principle. We do nos
adverteatly. The Transcript says, *‘regarded | 7ustify the act <[ 1he Government in the metter ;

11x; not like thisa property tax,
who had no proparty thece hal to pay.
Niappose a min there presessed of no

Perszons
~ ) tal wero in lands, me

hinz,

and indicated poverty with refinement Mmore
than affluenes. There was sometiung

would have weight, [le cared not if capi-
s bonds or mort-

gage; it was all liahle to assessment under

offensive pcruhn[zg in the mode of its ope- |

It was not

it was that to exempt property under £300
tin value, which he theught too high. The
vill embraced tho four great principles of
cquitable taxstion —first, that it should be

ration, and in thé trying powers of its offi |

in its abstract character, the question stands

of the commuaity shall be puuished for the |

but as we are nlways inclined to wpologise for

thes, is it a right and jast thing that one portion } a large proporiion of humanity’s errots, we

apologise for the conduct of the Government in

wade three or four hundrad a year by his

profession, and liaed labor; thit man wou!
by charged as much as if he pres:sso
£10.000 in the stocks.
ground of complaint ther
exist in the present Liil,
ug:‘:r'rmal population, they were almos
unanimonsly for the bi'l, anl if the claus

vat, it would creato the greatest dissa'is
faction among the farmers.  Tha govern
mant had brought in the b U in the shap
thoy thoaght itoaght to pass; that wast
Mmea fax on ov ry mi I" o
It was not a new priaciple, bu

paranral,
had worked we!ll in the United States:
he mentionad this, because Mr
1R, in 1313—=1t that
atro ot sapporters of the gentloanen oppo

witn="2d indastrionsly assertol that the [ papulation, beeanse they did not understand | State of New York.
ministry dasired to n'xr"y this mysura and [ 1t; but on thoe ntrary 1t would be popular New York there was assessed on real
the University bl by Lower Croadavotes, |

‘['ha bitl; however, in 1843, was carrind by a
inyjority of Uppar Cinada votes, and ha be-
haved th's wou'd ulio be so earried; but he
knaw that there would ba epposition from

That wasgt'e

any sound systomn of taxation,
i | intended to increase the taxation by one
| | farthing, but 1o make a fair and equal divi-
sion of it. Honorable gentlemen appeared

cers, which ought to be modified. Then | proportioned to the means of those who paid
there were cxewptions, which should not |and the benefit they derived ; (‘0‘30'"({’ that
have been made, to the extent, at least pro: |1t shoull be certais, and’ not arvitiary ;

wicked and illegal acts of anoiher ponion'l"-—| this particular instance—and our apology is
And ia aa Editorial headed ** The Question ex- | chieily. founded on the good whichjghat party
amined on its own merits,” in the Signal of the | has done and is likely to do: besides we have

e, and it di) not | to forget that the farmer at present pays
Throughout the

vy re nd | amonnt of the taxation on the ag
iy, real and | s

posed by the bill.
the who'e taxation, as could be #een by a| were somo things omitted, which m
f articles taxable under | fdirly have been put in the bill as sud
There is now*a capital in | of taxation,

t | reference to a

» ! the law of 1910,

shonld not be embraced in this bill.

vhat principal eanital ehould be rxmnf)(c«ll
Mr. SreviNsoNy went over the items on

tram taxation ' He could sce wo good rea- |
|

v | equitatbetays instead of putting the \vhulu| now charged, by which he showed that one
|

and | inquisitorial n+ture of levying the taxes un- | personal property dild not now escape, and
i Wake-
time one of the|

dor this law, that it wonll ba exceodingly | he thought soma whic'i did not now escape
unpopular.  Hy was prepared to admit that) would do so under this bill. . This bill was
it wonlil be unpopulat among the Earopean | copied almost verbatim from the law of the
From the State of

|
|
|
|
|

nmong thoe Awmerican population, because | property §300,000,000: on personal proper.
| they ‘would understand porfoctly that  the ty $115,000,000, so that the latter was but
| assassor was not to go into & man’s house | one=fourth; out of this §115,000,000 was
| an1 value every article it containcd, as the | in the city of New York, so that fout of
| Englishman invariably appcared to think.— | New York nearly 19-20ths of the whole
burden fell vn the land.

On the other hand there | third; that it should. be collected in the
oht | most eanveniaat scason ; and forth, that it

He bad been unable to dis. | expense. !
far asseesing personal property ‘were struck | the countre, and ho should like to know on | cover, why the income of professional men | tax ; but was only intended to make the
son why 1t should not be subjacted to an | which the taxation in Upper Canada was | to vote for the setond reading, although he

lturist. | third of that sum was levied on personal | detaile, and therefore would resorve to him-
I1e had hoard & great deal respecting the | property, and two-thirds on lands: so that | self the right of voting for or against the

shoull bo collected with the least possible
The bill would impose no new

taxes bear more equitably,
[ Mr. Johnston expressed his determination

‘\vnuld wish to sce some alteration ip the

third reading, according to the alterations
made therein.

The motion for the second reading aas
then put and carried io the aflirmalive.

23:d Februaty, we expressed the following senti- |
mentei—

““For our own part, we are opposed to
precedent Legislation, in every single instance,
and were we to examine this question of com-
pensation for rebellion losses upon the abstract
principles of justice, we would at once discard
itas unjust in all cases, and peculiarly oo in
Canada.’ * * ** We refuse to pay either
the Loyalist or the Rebel : the country suflored
sufficiently during the rebellion, to coumerbul-'
lance any good which they have since derived |
from it, and hence the honest way of settling the |
account is just to allow the profit and loss to
stand against each other.” o8 ol
certaiuly a pity of those who lost their property
and weére reduced (o indigence on account of the

¥eas.—Messrs Armstrong, Attorney Go-
neral Baldwin, Beaudbien, Bell, So'icitor
General Blake, Boulton of Norfulk, Bon-
tillier Burritt, Cameron of Kent, Cartier, |
Chauchon, Chauveau, DeWitt, Fliat, Four-
nier, Foerquain, Guillet, Ilall, HHincks,
Holmes, Jobin, Johnson, Attorney General

rebellion.  We feel for them, and would cheer-

fully contribute our humbls mite to assist them |
as a voluntary act of generosity ; but we certain- |
ly question their right to demand, or the right |
of a legielature to give compensation on any other
priaciple than would be recognised in relieving a
man-who had lost his property by accidental
“T'o claim compensation as a right is sa

such n inveterate dread of Toryism, and par(i-
cularly of Canadian Toryism, that we would
consent to pay anything within the reach of our
pecuniary resources rather than run the risk of
submitting to Tory siraldom.  Rectories and
Clergy Reserves always sound in our ears as the
death-knellof everything that'is worihy the name
of religion, and as the absolute index to ‘wanton
voloptuousnces and priestly despotism. More-
over, we have what the Transcript-honeptly ad-
mita to be, in hie opinion, *‘a moral certainty,’®
thag the Tory party, if in power, wonld haye
prid the Rebellion claims in exacily the same
way a8 Mr. Lafontaine’s Resolutions propose to
pay them. It has ceriainly been shewn cleasly
enough that the Tory party did pay the rebels of
Uppet Canada, ‘and the ettemapt of Mr. Harriy
to disptove the statements of Mr. Hineks regarde
ing the payment of the Oxford rebels is, like 41
the rest of the agitation, a very ehallow shamg,—

Lafontain, Laurin, McDonald of Glengary,
McConnell, McFarland, Morrison, Nelson,
Notman, Pollet'a, Price, Richards, Scott of
Two Mountains, Smith of Wentworth,

gentlemen belonging to Yy's own party,and if | Instead of that being the case, the asgses

the v« neral feeling among them was against | sor takes the valmition from the proprietor.
i’ o . Y DPInE whial N

the personal property clause, the ministry That was the principlo on which they pro-

Mr, Mornisox though opposed to the do-
tails of the bill should vote for the second

encroachment oa the rights and reputation’of the It hat Majeaty’s gallant "@p' bt ,"".’t' b
peaceable inhabitants; as it seems to render them | #hoot & hog, or plunge their bagonets bravely,
responsible for the deeds of evil-doers, Mr. La- |, through the entrails of @ Yankee C lock belong~

wan'd ahandon it; but on thaheads of those
gontlemen be tho responsibility of the
abandonmen*, e well koew there would
shortly be dewands for it, which it would

prosed to act, and it was the same principle | reading. He agreed in the main principle
that hua been acted on for years in St, [of tho bill that a more equitable system of
Catherines and other towns in Canada, and | taxation wis desirable in Upper Canada;
he had not heard 8f a single cause of dissat- | but he objected to the personal clauses of

Tache, Thompson, Viger,and Wilson.=39,
Nays :—Messieurs Badley, Boulton of
Toronto, McDonald of Kingston, Malloch,

fontaine may urge his ‘Resolutions’ on the
principle of Upper Canada precedent: butasa
matter of abstract justice meither loyalist nor
traitor, can claim one farthing of compensation

ing to a rebel, ad alierwarde pay bim the fislly
value for such property, it 1s straining ‘stias
gouat and swallowiog a eamel, torefose him pabis

Robinson, SBeymour and Stovenson,—7,
Tho bill was read s _second time, and
committed for Friday next,

.

faction; but if &'party wera aggreived by | the bill, and should oppose them strenuous-
the usmsmcnucinz taken too high, by | ly. Ha considered that the bill, similar to
Quarter Sessiobs and | this intrrduced in 1843, was one of the

be imposéible to rjoct.
Mr. Bovirox (Norfolk), quite agreed | the
with the hoa. mamber who broughit in the | going bofvre

fand ot from the Provincial Treasury.”

from the people of Canada, either from any local

ment for his house which they have weatoply
consum wd by fire. - We miust d-lk;ﬂi -‘“&
s we find them and not as they ought to berand

Aad in another article, in the same paper, we

-

E——

10 the people)s L

pay, but sise, b
and iniquities of
our mind, was |

Cyear forty-nine

tion had been di
think thie is the
Merrit. He ba
theUpper Cana
justiceand com
the misority, »
had been paid ¢
thet Mr. Lafont
of the same aha
vit eould seé
gogement of |
French membel
Administration
their own engl
che Jeast of the |
Cayley oad his

" s of an aneedot

an orchard. T
panion ever the
crammed his p¢
insisted on bei
the little fellow
and remonstrate
the hopest mal
right,” said his
a much greater
eesgion of the |
him, immediate
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