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s THE MORALE OF THE BRITISH ARMY
' By common consent the fost important gues-

* tion before the British public today is not the
m‘ﬁome Rule Bill or any other piece of proposed .

.‘r." \%;mlatlon,lymnoteventheiateofanpolmd
L Ee e morontoioﬁiee,iththcfutumemdxm,

and mxleary authorities.! Not a single important
journal in either Germany or the United States
‘has taken occasion from anything that has hap-
pened to’ utter a sneer against the British army,
and some of them have gone out of their way to
speak appreciatively of its splendid military record
-for the past few generations,
7 None the less, the British army has drifted into
. a perilous crisis from which it may be rescued only
.:by calm consideration, frank admissions, and much
_ 3 swmawmg of sénseless gnd obstinate pride. Noth-
; mg *can be urged against the soldiers and their
nm—commxssroned officers® rank and file; and those
in cohithand who have risen from the ranks. The
military people who are clearly on frial are the
i commiissioned officers; the civilians who are in‘the
# *same fix are the politicians who have incited the
: officers to make fools fo themselves, and have been
doing the same thing without any. outside ‘incit -
ment. Judging from the most recent despatches
Jit. 18 mot too late to clear up the whole situation
with a minimum of official discredit and national
shumiliation, but this implies on the part of the
_ blunderers and offenders a degree of moral coufage
-and saying common sense thet would have prevent-
the bungle if it had been present in available
pply.

The theory of the British army is that it is an
;brgamzed body ‘under martial law for only a year
r‘ at-a time. \If parliament were to fail any year to

pass—the so-called “Mutiny Act” a private soldier
@uld safely refuse to obey his officers and could

/
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secure recruits to” keep up the numierical strength
gf the regular army, and the contemplated strength
of the “Territorials” has mever been even closely
approached. - What the effect of a continuation
of the present demoralization will be on the busi-
ness of recruiting is a question for very grave con-
«pideration.—Toronto Globe.
¥ 4
7 UNITED BTATIS AND MEXICO
- Contrary to the opxmop of certain critics, the
United States is not altogether unprepared for
intervention should developments in the Mexican
tion, make such a move 1mperat1ve There
are now 20, ,000 American troops in close proximity
of the border, with 20,000 more within easy reach,
_while more than 100,000 militiamen could be mobil-
"ued within a couple of weeks.
M”o:e sngn;ﬁcapt, thap this, the coasts of Mexico

~American fighting ships, and ¥ would be possible,
“got-anly’ to éstablish an " effective blockade of her
e ports within a few hours, but also to land several -
thousand marines to co-operafe with ‘the army
in the space of only a few days Meanwhile the
majority of the Americans resident in Mexico have
Jeft the. eountry and mgost of thosé who still remain
‘ghrough force of cireumstances seem to. be so placed

break out. As to American property in Mexico,

“~ froyed thah the prospect of further loss cufs little
, says the Vancouver Sun.

. On the whole the United States is much better

times cut off from communication with the home
government, General Taylor swept through North-

defeated . the splendidly equipped force of Santa.
Anne. which outnumbered his own more than three
‘to-one at the battle of Buena Vista. The two na-
. tion's were then ecomparatively equal in numbers and
b equipment, though becauwse of internal troubles
Mexico was supposed to have the advantage in
men already in the’ field at the beginning of the
ouble. Indeed, in almost every important en-
gagement of the war the Mexican forces éutnumbered
those of the United States; and on no occasion did

1 the American troops suffer defeat.

\ At the present time the United States has nearly
twice - as many men in the regular army as were
actually engaged in-field service during the war of

s*ss while her resources are probably a hundred-

-greater than they were then. With Mexico
@he situation is reversed. - That country has pro-

no doybt, is to avoid, xfpoqﬁble,ao@b}y
wlpiehvouldmvolvejhelqgof ands
eanliv‘es,.gndeoéﬁwdﬂethe Umhd :

548 upon the nation. Reeent incidents in Meneﬂ

fluence the govemment’s future athtude-

the rebels. To allow a cold

asthnstopassw:thoutthentronge.t )
backed upbyan adeguate ahowofforoe,' :

‘ome up. The taen ‘of Korea like th,ix

anmuu to nm !oreiﬂ Whﬁumwfedpmml;

dressed Sithout them. These hats look
hkewttbwsmaetmamund
tubhnxfpt across. The crowns arc
nmfe&mhpkhtsndthreemchet

mdv, much like a chimney on a- one |

story house. How do you suppose these
hrgq, round head coverings are kept onj’
Under the brim is & small, closely fitting

: eup,hehivn*byapdddstnngwhcl

ties upder the ears. The material o
thesehgtnsbambeo,nof’mclysphtthm

officacious means can be devised and)

)pmnon smong indeimdent observers|
mbethattbesb(mpnesofeastem
in . general are doomei 1o ex-

tinction atanearly date unless some

pghedtoehockthepromofdeeaymd
legeneration which contact with Russian
sivilisation appears to have sét on fogt.

_ Anglo-Saxon~ administrators and pio-
seers are familiar with a similar phenom-
mon among the Indians of the United

States and Canada and some other prim-
‘tive races. They will not, therefore, be
nduly denunciatory of Ruadm offocial-
‘lom for its tailure to cope successfully |
'nth a8 utuatm almost invariably cre-

mape_ xfm the situation.”
hat late in the ‘day it is ‘begin-
ning to be realized that the extinction of

| these primitive peoples blds fair to entail

disaster not only upon the victims them-
selves but also upon the country as a
whole, since their disappearance will have
the effect of transforming almost limit-
less e into an maccessible desert .|
The native tribes, in the course of cen-|
turies, _have learned to adapt themselves
to_their harsh and intractable environ-

such an undertaking would be impossibie.
‘The native question was raised recently-
during & meeting at Khabarovosk con-
vened for the purpose of discussing the
| provincial estimates for the Udsk and
Khabarovék counties.

Tbe followmg representations were
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exact retribution. 'The point, in fact, has been
reached where the United States must take an ag-
gressive hand in‘the ganie, or allow the other powers
to take such action as they consider necessary to
protect their subjects and safeguard their interests

in Mexico.

. TRADE RESTRICTION
The statement of Canadian Trade for February
emphasizes the effects of trade restriction and

hard times under the present government.

Not

since the time of the. former-Conservative govern-
ment in 1896 has there beeu such a marked decrease

in trade.

During the month imports fell off by

no less than $14,401,754, or over 25 per cent as

compared with February of last year.

Exports

decreased by $2,304,080 or about 10 per scent.

The total fglling off in trade during the month
amounted to $17,000,000. The process is stlll

continuing.

-

The government’s efforts at trade expansion,
through their one “triumph” of statesmanship,
namely reciproeity with the West Indies, have

apparently proved a dismal failure.

Official figures

given in the Commons a few days ago by the min-
ister of customs, show that trade with the West
Indies. was actually less during the last half of 1913,
after the West Indies. Trade Convention came info
force, than it was during the last six months of 1912,
Imports from the West Indies during the last six
months of 1912 amounted to $3,172,923. During

s more than®

.exportamountmgtom&5 Tradethh ish
ows a still larger falling off under the
s allowed to go on. Already it is very hard to. boasted Convention, negotiated by Hon. George E.

As compared with the last. half-of 1912

Guiana

Foster.

~if he Mnm»w <the last six months of 1013 the total'was $2,812,958, -
: # decrease of about 10 per cent. m aso i

there was a falling off during the last half of 1913,
of $626,342 in imports and a falling off in exports

of $19,480.

Meanwhile, despite the trade restrictions between
Canada and the United States, marketing and buy-
ing follow their natural courses, and imports and
exports continue to show a steady increase.

NOTE AND COMMENT
Did you “let well enough alone” when you voted

for Borden? N

Now it is proposed to put baseball strikers in

jail.

Strikers mean those who refuse to work,

that is, to play, for the pay agreed upon.

A German duelist ha.s been sentenced to thirty
are +being patrolled.: by squadrons of the heaviest months’ imprisonment, which goes to show that
barbarism is slowly passing in civilized countries.

The' government now needing argument as to
the benefits of shifting taxation from buildings to
land will probably continue to need argument

while it remains a government.

At this distance it seems reasonably safe to

as to be in little danger in case hostilities should believe that the political storm in Britain, will not

carry away the roof. King George and Mr. As-

such a large proportion of it has already been des- quith:-both have a lot of common sense.

*- Australia- does not ? want to depend on Japan

for Naval defence. Neither does Canada.
for a struggle with Mexico than she was naval defence in the Pacific if the natural duty of
in 1848, when, without a base of supplies and some- Canada, Austraha, and New Zealand. = -

British

The members of” the legislature who voted them-

#tn Mexico with an army of less than 7,000 men and_ selves eligible for employment by the Dominion

government must Have been alarmed at demon-
strations by the unemployed in Toronto. =

At the very moment when the C. N. R. is seek-
ing help from the public freasury at Ottawa electric
traction concerns in close affiliation with the C, N,
R. are trying to “lift"” a franchise to do a street car
business on Toronto’s streets despite the -protests

of the people.

- Can-you beat that for audacity?

A contributor to The London Nation says The
Mapchester Guardian has raced ahead of The Times
in its parliamentary reports, as well as in the
freshness ahd power of its politieal writing. There

is talk of a London edition of The Guardian.

Lord

Northeliffe has not yet conquered all the world of

newspaperdom,

our hats possibly ecould. In the ra

season cones of ojled paper are a.tt,ache(
to the big bamboo head ceverings i
the shape of funnels, 80, I suppose, that
the rain pours off of them just as wate:
does off a duck’s back. A Korean keep:
his hat on when we should take it off.
Soldiers wear black or brown felt_hat:
decorated with red horse hair or peacocl
feathers, -and ‘banging from the sides,
over the ears and around their fiecks are
oval balls of porcelam, amber and ¢

queer kind of gum.
* * *

-

In civilized countries the deathrat
has been falling for many years. Infant
mortality especially has been reduced,
while considered relitively to populatio:
deaths from typhoid, diphtheria and somc¢
other diseases have been cut to a smal
fraction of what they were only fiftee:
or twenty years ago; but finer analysis o |
vital statistics shows that the ‘death
rate for persons between forty-five anc
sixty-five has risen; and precisely betweei
those years a person should be at the prime

* of ability and usefulness.

One ' complacent jexplanation is that
We now saye many weaklings who unde
ruder conditions would have perishec
long before forty-five, but are now tidec
Jjust past that mark, without having
“sufficient vitdlity 46 carry them to i
age. oG

A truer explanation is probably
given by a statistician of a great
. insurance company.: "Increased

sumption of aleohol, and, more especi
the __mdustrml

conﬂltmna t.hat h: (

under mna gallons t
hem in 187 1-1880 te twenty-two gallons.
Angi that the average industrial employee
is less vigorouh at forty-five than was his
predeceesor of thlrty years ago is almiost
probable. o

Long hours agd ;the hard pace of
the modern factory, must tend-to weal
men out in their prime. We save then

-~ in infancy, but kill them in middle age
Fort.unnbely the factory work-day i
steadily growing sherter. Not only better
factory conditions- ghould cause a fal
in- the prime-of-life  death rate. That
exhausting labor send men to drink it
quite certain. %

® » =

Our life is just ag narrow as we let if
be. If we live in a lonely country place
miles from”a railway, we ean study the
plants and animals dbout us until we
come to understand sometbing of the
secrets of the universe. K our lot is it
the great city we have opportumtxes oi
studying human nature—seeing witl
our own eyes the development of charac-
ters ag strange as novelist_ever put into
his books. Multitudes of men walked
the same street as Dickens without seeing
a hundredth part of what he saw. It is
the power to see and not the the object
to be seen, that we lack, and this power
may be, to a certain extent, cultjvated
by practice.

L B )

Some one inquired how banks made
their money, and the information shduld
interest most peaople, The Jeposit rate
is 3 per cent but the loan rate is 6 per
cent. The difference we see is 3 per cent,
but this does not represent their real
profit. It is 100 per cent. A banking
business is like an ordinary business—the
goods they sell are money; so they pay
83 for $100 for one year and they charge

$6 for $100 for one year, so they havel.

doubled the money they paid for “the
goods; therefore, they hate made 100
per cent. This will explain how banks
can build such large and magnificent
buildings and-pay such large directors’
fees,

CANADIAN FIRM AFFECTED

The action of the United ~Sta
government in empowering the executi
te construct or operate . railroads
Alaska and authorizing an expenditus
up to $35,000,000 for that purpose
may have an important bearing upoh
the fortunes of the shareholders of the
defunct Sovereign Bank of Cana
The securities of the Alaskan Centrgl
Railway, together with those of t
Chicago and Milwaukee Railway, we
hypothecated with the Sovereign Ban
at the same time, and between the
they constitute the chief assets whic
remain to be realized.—Monetary Timeg,
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»roxlmxty is asserted most powerfully in
he extreme northeast of the Siberian
:ontinent. There such tribes as the
dJmoki and Arintsy have perished alto-
rether. The Tchuvatchy, and Yukagiri
re rapidly diminishing, while the Kori-
ki, Goldy and Tchukchi, Tungusy, Oro-
‘heni and Gilyaki, alike dependent- for
’he most part upon the chase for a live-
wod, complain that the advent of the
tussian is the signal for the retreat of
ame into the remoter regions of the
aterior, whither they /must perforce
ollow if they would avoid starvation.

" Decrease in Some Tribes

We are told, writes a correspondent
f the Times, that in 1862 the-Yukagiri
n the Yakutsk province numbered 1,518
ouls; by 1894 they had been reduced
o 436, and today they are not more
han 300. In other words, during thirty
-ears they had decreased by 71 per cent,
ind during fifty years by 85 per cent. It
s much the same story with the Lamuty,
vho roam the Verkhoyansk and Kolymsk
listricts, and who have to -thank  the
ussians for the loss of virtually all their
leer. In the ’80s these ‘peoples num-
sered 2,000; in 1896 there were scarcely
more than 600, and at the present day
t is doubtful if there are 400,

{The intrusion of a ‘‘higher’” form of
civilization has introduced into their
midst the horrors of smallpox, venereal
{iseases in their most virulent forms and
he craving for strong drink, vodka more
»articularly, factors which are fast doing:
sheir -deadly work. On the other hand’
hig same propinquity has ereated hitherto.

the fullest advantage. - The aborig-
nes have learned the use of money, to
\equire which they are induced to part
vith their products for nomonal sums.

From greedy traders one rarely looks
‘or anything better than the exploitation
sf the weak. The pity in this case is, if
Russian authorities themselves are. to be
redited, that there has hitherto prevailed
aven in gfficial circles a tendency to view
:he question of the native tribes from a
ourely fiscal standpoint.. In 1905, for
;xample, S. A. Buturlin, an agent of the
Home Department, visited the Kolymsk
fistrict and made a report in which he
‘evealed some unpalatable facts.

In 1900 it appeared from a Govern-
nent -communication that the form of
wtive tribute styled ‘‘yasak,” a -pay-
nent in kind, was actually being levied
ipon ‘‘dead souls,” members of ‘the
Yukagiri tribe who had long since ceased
‘o exist. In one case the tax imposed
on the basis of sixty-nine ablebodied
workers, whereas in reality there were
Snly mineteen. In another case the tax
list for 1905 estimated the local-popula-
tion ‘at twenty-two, of whom' thirteen
were supposed to be workers. In reality,
however, there were but three families
living, comprising a veteran of 70 with
an old wife, another old man . of 60 and
his wife,”and a man of 40, his wife and
two old parents. Thus in practice one
man of 40 was required to pay taxes for
thirty persons.

Sufferers From Famine

At the station Omolonsk Mr. Buturlin
met the provineial assessor, who had just
left Novo Kolymsk, and .who reported
inp ‘that “be knew nothing of the
of famine among the popula-
that during his three years of
he had weaned the natives from
bit of importuning the authorities
lp and had:taught them habits of
ndence. As a matter of fact the
t discovered that during the previous

the wretched natives had been
f@fced ;to eat shoe leather and h&d e
ved no assistance.
another case a Russian assessor sent.

a. | authorities.”’

the headman of Yukagiri tribe a cold
ooded order to compel hia‘fellow tribes-
en to hunt for furs at a time when the
natives were suffering from hunger and
were destitute of warm clothing. In
the event of disobedience, and of subse-
quent representations on the score of
famine, the order stated that the “‘au-
thorities will be compelled to distribute
the Yukagiri tribe among “the other
tribes, ‘under the supervision of the

“In view of the well known mutual ill
will prevailing - between the original
inhabitants, hamed Yukagiri and Lamuty 4
and the - comparatively later arrivals,
stationary or semi-stationary Yakuty,”
writes Mr. Buturlin, “‘such a project was

::::::

ohg 3 ;
knowledge and medical assxsta.nce The
Governor-General of the Pri-Amur to be
peittioned on the subject of creating a
special fund by means of a Government
subsidy for the needs of the native
population and in the meantime that the
settled native tribes should be accorded
exactly the same privileges:as the Rus-
sians in the matter of land, fishing and
timber rights.

“The -amelioration of the position of
the native hunters, who should not bé
prosecuted for hunting without licenses.
Permission to be granted to the natives
to enjoy the use of land for kitchen gar-
dens. The neeessity for compulsory vac-
cination and for the training of the
natives as ‘feldshers;” a sort of assistant
surgeon, was -also recognized. On the
other hand, the peasant participants in
the meeting rejéoted a proposal for the
appropriation of provincial ‘moneys t'or
the maintenance of native schoals, urging
that the latter should be supported by
the ‘State, on the ground that the natives
did not pay provincial dues.”

A pleasing exception to the almost
general rule of decline and decay above
described is afforded by the Buriats and
Yakuts in eastern Siberia. The former
in the Irkutsk government have increased
steadily since 1857, and the same remark
a.pphes to the Transbaikal region. In

thexr nomadic mode of existence and have
takeri  kindly to agriculture, while at the
same time they have begun to adopt many
Russian customs as regards food furmture
and dress.

in hay making.
drul and frequently constmct. their

Write Stories For

New, * Spare-time Profession for Men
and Women—One Man Makes
- $3500 in Six Months."

Owing to the large number of new
imotion picture theatres which, are be-

there is offered ‘to ‘the men amd wcmen
of today, a new profession, namely,
that of writing moving picture plays.
Producers ‘are paying from $25 to $150
for each ‘scenario -accepted, upon which
they can-build a photo play.
$3500 in 8ix Months

As it only requires a few hours’ time
to construct a completé play, you-can
readily see the immense possibilities-in
this work. . One man,  who gave the

$3500 in six months. It is possible for
an mtelhgent person to meet mth equal
success.

One feature of the business which
should appeal to everyone, is that the
work may be>done at home in spare
time.- No literary ability 'is required
and women have as great an opportunity
as men. Ideas for plots are constantly
turaing up, and may be put in sceneario
form and sold for a good price.

Particulars Sent FREE ;

Complete particulars of this most in-
teresting and profitable profession may
be had FREE OF CHARGE by sendmg
| & post, card to,

Photo-Play Association

ment. ‘and they alone are capable of] .
«p,eophngthmearess FortheRusma.ns
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numerous. cases they have’ abandoned |’

ly. the Yaku wn;" T
xaék““&’ °&e~u | very consider- | {b

able agricultural interests; they are the| -
owners of big herds of ‘cattl¢“and engage|
They favor “Russian
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ing opened throughout the country,|.

idea a tryout, writes that he earned}-

ity for 3 :
4 Ingcnmltheempleafﬁh@&m
agncultn:al _popuhtwn isa ah&ury one

forthe t:memfr’wy&s,. m
prize’ for ‘the best peék of oats at-the
National Corn -Exhibition held" recently
at Dallas, Texas. The trophy,
at $1,500, now becomes their pro
No- more notable-tmtnph has -
athieved sinee ' Sir’.Thomas ' Shaj
nessy’s prize of $1,000 in gald‘ior
spring or winter wheat was w
_ | Saskatchewan farmer. - Great effor

in proving to demonstration MRt Ty -

oats, as well as wheat;, Saskatchewan’s
soil and climate are unequalled:

NOW lS THE mm

To think of ; e.rrangmg psnsaga for"

the' friends. and .relations’ IN. THE;

OLD COUNTRY whom you-expect:
to bring out .in the -spring. .

You can secure their tlekeu _ﬁem,
and all arrangements will be made
for their forwarding by. ;

‘THE DONALDSON l.lNE

-For information, rates, etc., apply:
to any steamship agent, or wrm d

H. E. LIDMAN Goa- Agpnt.
849 Main St.
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