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It is possible that som

e of the m
y- 

sterious 
disappearances 

of ships at 
sea 

are 
caused 

by 
falling 

m
eteors. 

The 
chance that such 

a 
m

ass m
ay 

strike 
a 

vessel 
is 

no 
less 

possible 
than m

any other strange happenings 
of the ocean w

orld. 
There is a 

m
e­

teoric stone in South A
m

erica w
eigh­

ing thirty thousand pounds, and Y
ale 

C
ollege 

possesses a 
fragm

ent w
hich 

w
eighs seventeen hundred and ofrty 

pounds. 
Such 

a 
projectile 

is, 
of 

course, capable of sending the stout­
est 

craft 
to 

the 
bottom

. 
A

bout 
tw

enty 
years 

ago 
a 

large m
eteor 

burst 
above a 

D
utch bar.k, and one 

portion, 
looking like a 

ball 
of fire, 

fell 
near 

be 
vessel 

and 
caused 

a 
great com

m
otion of w

ater and cross 
seas. 

The heat 
w

as 
intense for 

a 
m

om
ent. 

A
llen 

K
elly, 

in the 
N

ew
 

Y
ork Evening Post, w

rites of a sim
i­

lar occurrence described by a w
itness 

in 
the 

person 
of 

an 
old 

D
anish 

sailor.
W

e 
w

ere becaim
ed in the Pacific. 

The m
oon w

as shining clear, and as 
there w

as nothing to keep a lookout 
for, the m

en w
ere drow

sing under the 
butw

orks. 
I 

w
as leaning 

over, the 
rail, 

looking at 
a 

brigantine that 
had drifted into the calm about three 
m

iles to the starboard. 
W

e had not 
spoken 

her, and did not 
know 

w
ho 

she 
w

as, but by her build 
1 

judged 
her 

to 
be 

an 
A

m
erican. 

I 
do 

not 
know of any other craft m

eeting the 
fate 

of that 
brigantine. 

I 
do 

not 
say it never happened before or since, 
because 

strange 
things 

are alw
ays 

happening at sea, 
and som

e of the 
strangest 

never get 
told, 

I 
had fallen into a 

dream
y 

doze 
w

hen I 
w

as startled 
broad 

aw
ake 

by a bright light in the sky. 
Look­

ing 
up, I 

saw a 
great ball of 

fire 
rushing dow

n through the air aslant, 
m

aking 
a 

rushing, hissing noise 
as 

it 
cam

e. 
The light alm

ost 
blinded 

m
e, and I could see nothing but the 

fiery gleam on the w
ater. 

It m
ust 

have been travelling like a 
cannon- 

ball. 
In 

the glare I 
lost 

sight 
of 

the brigantine, and then I 
heard a 

crashing sound, and the ball 
of fire 

disappeared, 
leaving 

everything 
black 

before 
m

y 
eyes.

W
hen I got m

y sight back 
1 could 

not see a trace of the brigantine. 
I 

could 
hardly 

believe 
m

y 
ow

n 
eyes, 

but in no direction w
as so m

uch as 
a spar in sight. 

A rising and falling 
of 

short 
w

aves 
show

ed 
w

here 
the 

shooting star had gone into the sea. 
That 

w
as just w

here the brigantine 
(had 

been.
4 

The 
light 

and 
noise 

aroused 
the 

w
atch on deck. 

I sent a 
m

an aloft 
to see if he could m

ake out anything 
of 

the 
vessel. 

Thinking 
som

e 
poor 

fellow m
ight be floating w

here 
the 

brigantine w
ent dow

n, I 
sent out 

a 
search-boat. 

A
il it brought back w

as 
a bit of scorched deck planking. That 
w

as 
the 

only trace 
of the brigan­

tine. 
W

e never learned her nam
e or 

anything about her.
A W

O
N

D
ER

FU
L TR

EE.

The R
ev. D

r. W
atson 

— Ian 
M

ac- 
laren

—
 in his 

fam
ous 

novel, 
“B

eside 
the 

B
onnie B

rier B
ush"

—w
hich 

w
as 

also one 
of his first books—

m
entions 

certain pbor students at the Scottish 
universities. 

I asked him 
a num

ber 
of questions concerning these enter­
prising seekers after know

ledge, and 
the fam

ous Scots author replied: 
‘ 

“I becam
e interested in the class of 

college m
en to w

hom you refer 
as 

‘poor students* by w
atching life at a 

Scots 
university. 

These included, of 
course, students of sm

all m
eans w

ho 
had the am

bition and pluck and en­
ergy to w

ork their w
ay through col­

lege, or w
ho paid for their education 

som
ehow by their ow

n efforts. 
"A

s for actual cases of young m
en 

w
orking their w

ay through college- 
yes, I have know

n m
any splendid in­

stances.”
I suggested that this custom 

of a 
student w

orking his w
ay 

through a 
university 

is 
a 

com
m

on 
occurrence 

in the U
nited States. 

“B
ut 

is it 
so 

com
m

on in England I" 
I asked. 

“N
o,” replied 

D
r. W

atson. 
“It 

is

The boundary-riders of the great 
A

ustralian sheep-ranches have each a 
district to look after, in w

hich one 
m

ust keep the w
ire fences in repair, 

and see that the 
sheep com

e to no 
harm

. It is a 
hard and lonely life, 

living, as each boundary-rider 
does, 

quite alone 
in the 

w
ilderness. 

A w
riter tells of som

e of the cur­
ious 

w
ays 

in 
w

hich 
these solitary 

m
en keep count of the days. 
O

ne old m
an, w

ho had lived in the 
back country for thirty years, used 
tw

o jam tins and seven pebbles. 
O

ne 
tin, w

as m
arked, “This 

w
eek,” and 

the other “Last w
eek.” 

O
n 

M
onday 

m
orning he w

ould take a pebble from
 

“Last w
eek,” and drop it into “This 

w
eek,” 

and 
one 

every 
subsequent 

m
orning, till “This w

eek,” had sw
al­

low
ed 

the 
seven. 

They 
w

ere re­
turned to “Last w

eek,” and the old 
fellow knew 

that another 
Sunday 

had passed.
A

nother m
an had tried and failed 

w
ith several plans. 

A
t last he hit on 

a new idea. 
H

e m
ade a 

big dam
per 

a cake of flour and w
ater, on Sunday 

night, and m
arked it into seven sec­

tions, each section being a 
day

’s al­
low

ance, so that every tim
e he pick­

ed up the dam
per the grooves w

ould 
rem

ind him of the day. 
U

nfortunate­
ly one Tuesday there cam

e a visitor 
w

ith a 
ravenous appetite. 

The host 
stinted him

self that the hungry one 
m

ight be satisfied w
ith the day

’s sec­
tion. 

B
ut he w

asn
’t. 

W
ith anxious 

eyes the host saw the knife clearing 
the 

boundary-line, 
and 

the 
hungry 

m
an ruthlessly carving into his al­

m
anac. 

A
t last he could stand it no 

longer.
“Stop! stop! he cried, as he grab­

bed the dam
per and glared at it. 

"There,' he said, “you
’ve eaten To- 

osday 
and 

W
e'n'sdav 

and 
now 

yer 
w

anter slice the best 
o

’ the m
ornin

’ 
off of Thursday ; an

’ I w
on't know

 
the day of the w

eek.”
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days 
w

hen 
a 

brow
n-stone 

front w
as regarded as the outer and 

visible sign of ‘gentility,” and 
w

hen 
life in N

ew Y
ork w

as a sim
pler m

at­
ter than it is to-day, there lived in 
one oi the orthodox m

ansions 
a cer­

tain highly 
respectable m

aiden 
lady 

lady 
and 

tw
o nephew

s, 
cousins, 

to 
w

hom she w
as guardian.

A classm
ate and chum of the elder 

boy had becom
e the happy 

possessor 
of a rooster w

hich, the seller assur­
ed him

, had 
a “big gam

y streak 
in 

him
.” 

Inflam
ed by this eulogy, both 

boys w
ere w

ild for 
a "m

atch”
; and 

not having the m
eans w

herew
ith to 

purchase 
an antagonist, 

they 
put 

their heads together to com
pass 

the 
borrow

ing of one, and w
ith the fol­

low
ing results:

The younger 
cousin, an 

unusually 
polite and gentle little 

boy, w
as dis- 

patched on the first holiday to order 
chicken

 for dinner.
"B

ut," he said, pointing to 
a coop 

of live fow
ls, "m

y aunt w
ants to see 

it before you kill it."
The groer assented, and forthw

ith 
drew from the coop w

hat he consider­
ed 

a 
desirable bird 

B
ut 

the 
boy 

w
ould have none of, it. 

H
e had set 

his heart on 
a rainbow

-colored roos- 
ter w

ith an enorm
ous com

b and tail.
. 

"W
hy," said 

the crocer, 
“that 

is 
the very toughest old custom

er in the

m
ore com

m
on 

in 
Scotland than 

in 
England.”

“ D
o the opportunities present them

­
selves 

al 
English 

universities,” 
I 

asked, “for a student to educate him
­

self by paying 
the cost 

by his 
ow

n 
w

ork w
hile actually at the college?" 

“Y
es, to 

a certain extent at 
the 

m
odern universities, but not quite so 

often at O
xford or C

am
bridge.” 

W
hen asked if 

he 
could 

m
ention 

any specific kinds of w
ork perform

ed 
by such studerds, such 

as tutoring, 
literary 

w
ork, 

etc.. 
D

r. 
W

atson 
said

:

"A
t the Scots universities teaching 

is the favorite w
ork, and som

etim
es 

bunch." 
w

orking 
in various businesses.

"M
y aunt likes them 

tough,” said 
“A

nd 
I 

w
ould suggest 

one 
of the 

the gentle little boy. 
new English universities as being the

In 
a 

couple of 
hours 

the rooster 
best, in "England, at 

w
hich the poor

w
as borne back to the store—

one eye 
shut, his com

b torn and bloody ; and 
but one feather of his beautiful tail 
left. 

B
ut he w

as crow
ing 

so trium
­

phantly that 
a sm

all crow
d follow

ed 
him

. 
H

e had suffered, but the 
bird 

w
ith the "big gam

y streak in him
” 

w
as nr w

here.
"M

y aunt is m
uch obliged to you," 

said the polite and gentle little 
boy 

to the astonished grocer. 
"She can

’t 
decide to-day, but she w

ould like to 
look at him again next Saturday.” 
• 

H
O

W TH
E 
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R

S 
C

H
A

N
G
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M
r. Pettus, the "N

estor” of the sen­
ate, is fond of telling stories of darky 
hum

or, and am
ong the best he relates 

is the follow
ing

 :
—

"There's an odd little negro of eight 
years living in A

labam
a w

ho is given 
to the putting of funny questions to 
bis parents. 

O
ne night he 

suddenly 
aw

akened from 
a sound sleep. 

Turn­
ing to his father, w

ho chanced to be 
aw

ake, the little fellow asked:
"Is it night, pappy ?"
"Y

es, m
y chile," responded the 

fa­
ther kindly

 ; “look outer 
de 

w
inder 

and yo' w
ill see de stars. 

B
etter 

go 
to sleep ag

’in, honey, it’s 
12 o’clock.’ 

° 
The little darkey gazed reflectively 

out of the w
indow

. 
“Tw

elve 
o’clock, 

Pat py Î 
D

en 
de 

stars is 
changin

’ 
from yesterday to ter-m

orrer, 
ain

’t 
dey ?"

—Lippincott’s.

-Prom
ptness is the soul of business. 

A m
an

’s 
best 

friends 
are 

his ten 
fingers.

student 
w

ill 
stand 

the 
greatest 

chance of carrying out 
his 

laudable 
determ

ination to pay his ow
n w

ay. 
“This im

plies, of course, that 
lack 

of m
oney need not stand in the w

ay 
of higher education for 

the 
young 

m
an w

ho is am
bitious, and 

w
ho has 

grit enough to fight 
for success.”- 

Tit-Bits.

A
U

TU
M

N
.

The trees are stripped of their sum
­

m
er dress,

The grass is turning brow
n. 

A
nd the rabbit has changed its sum

­
m

er coat
A

nd 
has 

donned its 
snow

-w
hite 

gow
n.

B
IR

TH 
O

F A
N

IM
A

L 
SC

U
LPTU

R
E. 

This dullness tow
ard the anim

al is 
pretty 

generally 
m

aintained 
in art 

til) the early half of the nineteenth 
century, and here w

e m
eet the m

od­
ern expression in its fullest force in 
B

arye. 
N

o 
contem

porary 
nam

e 
stands 

w
ith his: 

he, 
for 

the 
first 

tim
e since the G

reeks, seized on the 
actual characterization in its truth. 
There seem

s to have been no im
m

edi­
ate precedent for this frank percep­
tion. 

H
e had the Jardin w

ith its B
ad 

collection of captives, and he had the 
Louvre 

w
ith 

its 
spoils 

of 
N

ineveh. 
H

e stands tow
eringly above his con- 

tem
poraries, 

even in painting; D
e- 

lacroix's 
lions are really the 

stage 
conceptions of w

hat a 
lion ought to 

be: 
G

ericault, 
From

entin
—

their 
in­

terest in w
ild life w

as an incident in 
their observations of the desert, and, 
in England, Landseer w

as at the m
o- 

m
ent 

subm
erging 

the 
anim

al 
in 

a 
flood

 of dom
estic sentim

entality that 
is echoed in the literary w

orks of to- 
day.—

Bruce Porter, in Sunset M
aga­

zine,

The squirrels are storing 
up 

nuts,
That fall dow

n off the trees; 
The sw

allow
s 

have flow
n to

their

their
w

inter hom
es, 

A
nd gone are the flow

ers and bees. 
The children 

com
e 

running 
hom

e 
from school,

Their cheeks 
w

ith the 
cold 

all 
aglow

,
A

nd rustle the leaves 
as 

they 
run 

along
That about the pathw

ays 
blow

. 
The turtles have gone to their w

inter 
"hom

es,
A

ne in w
aves the sea is tossed. 

W
hat causes this change 

in nature
’s 

affairs
?

‘Tis the 
w

inter 
and 

little 
Jack 

Frost.—
C

onstance E. 
R. Pinkey. 

The silent m
an doth w

ink again, 
H

is thoughts, he w
ouldn

’t betray
’em

.
H

e thinks m
istakes like other m

en. 
B

ut to too sm
art to say 'em

.

In the royal palace at the Japanese 
capital in 1830 w

as show
n a m

iniature 
pine tree grow

ing in a lady
’s silver 

thim
ble, suspended by silken threads. 

The tree w
as a 

perfect forest m
on­

arch in m
iniature, its 

branches ex- 
hibiting not less than 

fifty perfect 
little ones,

T
he life that does 

no good is gull- 
ty 

of 
m

uch 
harm

,
C

haracter m
ay be sold, but it can- 

not be bought.
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of the King of saxon, him

self; and 
T

H
E R

O
M

A
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C
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F 
every 

w
orkm

an 
is under a 

solem
n

11 D
C

A
 

oath, to w
hich the severest penalties
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are attached, never to breathe a w
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hat goes on w

ithin the factory. 
.......... .... .. .......... 4 

"Then there is the rom
ance of in- 
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ventions that have 

been absolutely

and 
his dem

eanor on being aroused 
w

as such as clearly show
ed he 

w
as 

not 
responsible for his actions. 

The 
unfortunate m

an 
w

as 
conse-
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quently 
conveyed to the police sta­

tion, w
here his conduct confirm

ed the 
im

pression that he 
w

as not 
in his 

right 
m

ind. 
In his cell he occupied 

his w
hole tim

e in singnaling im
agin-

, 
ary trains in and out of the station. 

B
efore the days of patents the only 

collecting im
aginary tickets and im

i- - w
ay to m

ake sure that an invention
tating the other duties discharged by 

w
ould rem

ain the property of its or-
him in the course of his dai y avoca- 

iginal ow
ner w

as to keep it secret,
tion. 

w
here 

this 
could 

be 
done 

w
ithout

A
nother bashful bridegroom in the 

forcing it to rem
ain in disuse. 

Even
M

idlands 
led his sw

eetheart a pretty 
at 

the 
present 

day 
m

any 
processes

dance 
and then could not 

pluck up 
and 

form
ulae are kept 

from 
public

sufficient courage to m
eet her at the 

know
ledge in this w

ay, the inventor
altar. 

H
is diffidence w

as so great 
preferring not to apply for a patent,

that the young lady had to "put up 
If 

the 
history 

of 
secret 

processes
the banns” herself, w

hich she did
 w

ith 
could 

be w
ritten, says 

a 
w

riter 
in

the Technical W
orld, it w

ould form
 

a rom
antic and fascinating book, and

lost 
to the w

orld, of w
hich one ex­

am
ple m

ust suffice. 
A

n Am
erican in­

ventor nam
ed Ford, after

 long year» 
of unrem

itting labor, had discovered 
a 

m
ethod of 

treating ore 
w

ithout 
sm

elting, 
and at 

a very sm
all 

cost. 
So 

valuable w
as the discovery 

con­
sidered 

that 
fabulous, offers 

w
ere 

m
ade 

to Ford 
for 

the secret ; 
but, 

as ill-luck w
ould have it, on the very 

day 
on 

w
hich 

he had 
arranged 

to 
part w

ith it in exchange, it is said, 
for 

an annuity 
of 

$100,000, he 
w

as 
struck 

dow
n 

by 
apoplexy, and his

 
secret 

died w
ith him

.'
D

R
ESSIN

G TH
E SH

O
PK

EEPER
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A 
gentlem

an 
dressed in 

a 
loose 

coat entered a 
ladies’ outfitting es­

tablishm
ent at a tim

e w
hen the pro­

prietor 
w

as alone 
in the shop. 

The 
gentlem

an 
asked to be show

n 
som

e 
ready 

m
ade 

ladies' 
cloaks, 

ae 
he 

w
ished to give his w

ife a 
little sur­

prise. 
A

fter a careful inspection be 
fixed upon one and asked the shop-

It m
ust be very discouraging to a 

bride 
to find on her 

w
edding m

orn 
that the m

an w
ho has 

been 
brave 

enough to lay siege to her hand and 
heart lacks the necessary courage to 
appear w

ith her at the altar. 
A lover m

ust be thoughtless indeed 
to subject his sw

eetheart to such a 
hum

lating experience, and cases are 
fortunately hot 

of 
frequent 

occur­
rence. 

Such, how
ever, w

as a 
Liver­

pool com
m

ercial clerk, 
w

ho for 
five -

 n
— 

— :1
 

long 
years 

had 
been 

the 
accepted 

his full approval. 
A

s the w
edding day 

suitor of the good looking daughter 
approached he becam

e greatly agitat- 
of 

a sm
all local tradesm

an. 
ed and ‘here w

ere outw
ard and vis-

1
 

. 
a 

ible signs that his forthcom
ing ap-

The banns had been duly published, 
pearance at the church in the char- 

and every arrangem
ent m

ade for 
a 

acter of 
a 

bridegroom w
as preying 

right royal celebration of the auspici- 
very 

m
uch upon his m

ind
. 

ous event. 
R

adiant 
in 

her 
sm

art 
Finally 

he m
ust have decided that 

bridal attire, the bride w
as punctual- 

it 
w

ould prove m
ore than 

he could 
ly at the church, but alas ! the bride- 

stand, for he m
ade his w

ay to M
an-

groom 
cam

e not, and after w
aiting 

C
hester the da„ before that fixed for

half 
an 

hour 
m

essengers 
w

ere 
de- 

the w
edding, and, becom

ing helpless-
spatebed 

in search 
of him

. 
ly intoxicated, w

as locked up by the
They proceeded to his parents house 

police and brought before the m
agis-

and w
ere assured by his m

other that 
trate next m

orning. 
In default 

of
he had left the house at the appoint- 

paym
ent 

of 
a 

fine he 
w

as sent to
ed tim

e to go to the church, as she 
prison for three days, and it 

is no
really believed he had. 

The search- 
exaggeration 

to say that he 
w

as 
a

ers expressed their doubts, and, net- 
very 

w
illing prisoner, the fact being

tied at this, she invited them to go 
that this w

as his very clum
sy plan

through every room in the dw
elling, 

for escaping the 
w

edding cerem
ony,

w
hich they did, w

ith the result that 
A

fter that the bride refused to have
the m

issing 
bridegroom 

w
as 

found 
anything further to 

do w
ith 

aim
. 

hiding am
ong the coal in the cellar! 

A young m
an in the neighborhood 

H
is 

only explanation 
w

as that 
he of N

ottingham w
as on his w

ay to the
hud not the nerve to go to the church 

church 
w

here he w
as to be m

arried
to be m

arried, and w
ith this precious 

w
hen 

he w
as overcom

e 
by 

the 
tor-

piece of new
s the m

essengers return- 
m

idable 
nature 

of 
the 

ordeal 
and

ed to the w
aiting bride. 

O
n learning 

could not 
face it. 

Bidding 
a 

corn-

tone of the m
ost interesting sections 

w
ould be that w

hich dealt w
ith the 

m
any 

attem
pts to steal the secrets 

from their jealous ow
ners. 

The w
rit­

er goes on to say
:

"The scene of one of these stories 
is laid in the w

ild m
ooreland country 

around Scheffield, England, w
here a 

w
atchm

aker 
nam

ed H
untsm

an 
had 

built a factory for m
aking steel by 

a process of his ow
n invention. 

The 
secret” w

as a 
very valuable one, for 

it 
w

as 
the 

only 
process 

by 
w

hich 
steel could be m

ade of uniform qual­
ity 

throughout; but H
untsm

an had 
little fear that 

any 
of 

his 
R

ivals 
w

ould 
discover it, 

for 
he 

em
ployed 

only picked and sw
orn w

orkm
en, and 

the portals of his factory w
ere alm

ost 
as strictly guarded against strangers 
as the doors of a 

bullion vault.
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keeper:
"H

ave 
you not 

a 
young lady at 

hand to put on the cloak to see now
 

it looks”
-

 
The proprietor regretted that none 

of 
the ladies 

of 
the 

establishm
ent 

w
as in at that m

om
ent. =

f 
"W

ell, perhaps you w
ouldn’t object 

to putting it on yourself f” 
The 

unsuspecting shopkeeper slip- 
pod on 

the cloak, buttoned 
it and

 
turned 

around 
in all directions. 

"M
agnificent!” exclaim

ed the pur­
chaser, w

ith seem
ing ecstasy, but at 

the sam
e m

om
ent he m

ade a grab et 
the till, w

hich he thrust under bia 
coat and bolted out of the shop.

‘ 
The horrified proprietor rushed af-

"H
ow

ever, one bitterly cold w
intry 

night, 
w

hen he w
ind w

as shrieking 
ped. 

over 
the neighboring 

m
oor, driving 

the snow in w
ild eddies before it, a

tattered, 
shivering tram

p presented 
him

self at the door of the w
orks and 

pitifully craved perm
ission to w

arm
 

his frozen bones at the furnace fires.
the cause of the young m

an
’s absence 

she quietly w
ent back to her parents 

hom
e, and eight w

eeks later reappear­
ed at the altar w

ith another bride­
groom

, 
w

ho w
as only 

too eager to 
face it.

N
ot long ago a 

som
ew

hat sim
ilar 

incident w
as reported from B

irm
ing­

ham
. 

In 
an eastern suburb 

a m
ar­

riage 
had been arranged betw

een 
a 

youth 
of 

18 and a 
girl 

12 m
onths 

his senior. 
W

ith her friends and re­
latives 

the 
bride 

aw
aited 

at 
the 

church for the com
ing of her groom

, 
but she w

aited in vain, for he had 
not 

put in an appearance w
hen the 

legal 
hours for the perform

ance 
of 

the cerem
ony had passed.

The 
disappointed dam

sel 
w

as car­
ried to her hom

e in 
a 

sw
oon, from

 
w

hich she did not recover for som
e 

tim
e. 

O
n 

being appealed to for an 
explanation of his extraordinary con­
duct, the m

other of the absent bride­
groom stated that 

he w
ent 

to the 
church as arranged, but on seeing the 
crow

d that had assem
bled there his 

courage 
left him and he 

fled. 
O

n another occasion the university 
tow

n of C
am

bridge furnished a singu­
lar exam

ple of w
hat m

ay 
be term

ed 
m

arriage fright. 
A

ll 
arrangem

ents 
had been m

ade for the union of the 
high contracting parties.

It 
should 

be 
m

entioned that 
the 

couple had m
et and carried on their 

courtship in London, w
here both w

ere 
em

ployed, 
and 

the 
bridegroom 

had 
gone so far as to bring his parents 
dow

n for the cerem
ony. 

B
ut on the 

m
arriage m

orn the young m
an him

­
self w

as m
issing, the clergym

an w
ho 

had 
been engaged 

to 
tie the 

knot 
w

aiting in vain for him for the space 
of half an hour.

Then it transpired that the bride­
groom 

under the pretence 
of 

going 
for a 

w
alk, had left his lodgings at 

an early hour and m
ade his w

ay to 
the 

railw
ay station. 

There 
he 

had 
taken 

a 
ticket for Stratford, under 

the 
influence of w

hat 
w

as 
believed 

to be an attack of m
arriage fright. 

The sam
e thing actually caused 

a 
London 

bridegroom 
to 

becom
e 

a 
w

andering 
lunatic. 

H
e w

as a ticket 
collector 

on one of the London rail- 
w

ays, but on the eve of his intended 
m

arriage 
he m

ysteriously disappear­
ed, and the w

edding had perforce to
 

be 
postponed.

The 
sequel 

w
as 

his 
appearance 

a 
day or tw

o later in the police court 
on 

a 
charge 

of being 
a 

dem
ented 

w
anderer, 

H
e 

had been found by 
a 

l
o
c
a
l 

policem
an sleeping 

in 
» 

field

panion w
ait for him

, he sudden y ran 
into a 

public house and out the back 
w

ay 
w

ithout calling 
C

or the 
liquor 

w
hich 

his 
friend 

concluded 
he 

bad 
gone 

in for, needing D
utch courage. 

W
hile 

his 
bride 

w
as w

aiting 
his 

arrival 
in tears at the church, 

the 
bridegroom 

w
as 

in 
a 

railw
ay 

ear- 
riage, 

on his w
ay to LonJin, w

here, 
w

ith 
the young 

lady
’s 

blessing, 
he 

can 
rem

ain forever so far us she if 
concerned.—

Tit-Bits.

M
A

RY
, Q

U
ITE C

O
N

TR
A

R
Y

. 

M
ary, M

ary, quite contrary, 
H

ow does your garden grow
 ?” 

O
h, 

M
ary C

ontrary, she 
planted 

a 
garden

—
A

nd 
w

hat did 
she plant, 

do 
you 

know ?
She 

planted 
her 

m
ittens, 

her 
w

ee 
M

altese kittens—
‘. 

Four 'tails sticking up in 
a row

- 
She planted her dolly, her spoon and 

her m
ug,

(W
hat 

w
ouldn

’t 
stay 

planted 
w

as

For a long tim
e he pleaded in vain; 

the 
door-keeper w

as obdurate; 
O

ut 
finally im

portunity and the pathetic 
aspect of the m

an w
on the day, and 

the 
tram

p 
w

as 
adm

itted 
to 

the 
w

arm
th, only to fling him

self on the 
floor in utter exhaustion and to fall

ter him into the street, w
here, how

­
ever, 

he w
as seized by the 

passers- 
by, 

w
ho dragged him back to 

the 
shop 

in 
the 

supposition 
that 

the 
poor 

fellow had gone m
ad, and be­

fore 
he 

could explain m
atters’ the 

rogue had disappeared.—
 London Tit- 

Bits, 
» 

'

N
O

T
H

IN
G SU

R
PR

ISIN
G

. :
asleep.

"The rascal, how
ever, w

as sleeping 
w

ith one eye open, and w
ith that eye 

he w
as craftily w

atching the m
en at 

their w
ork, w

ith the result that w
hen 

an hour later he left the place w
ith 

w
ords 

of gratitude, he took 
H

unts­
m

an
’s secret w

ith him
.

"A
nother interesting story takes us 

to the neighborhood of Tem
ple B

ar, 
in 

London, and 
to 

the 
shop 

of 
a 

chem
ist, 

w
ho w

as the only 
m

an in 
England that knew the secret of the 
m

anufacture of citric acid. So jealous 
w

as he of his invention that he w
ould 

share 
it 

w
ith 

no 
one, 

but 
w

orked 
alone in the laboratory over his shop 
in Fleet steet.

“O
ne 

evening, how
ever, w

hen 
his 

processes 
w

ere 
w

ell 
advanced, 

he 
locked up his laboratory and left the 
prem

ises for a 
tim

e, assured that no 
one 

could 
possibly 

gain adm
ittance 

during his absence. 
B

ut he bargain­
ed w

ithout a certain uninvited guest, 
w

ho w
orked his w

ay dow
n the chim

­
ney 

into 
the 

laboratory 
and 

m
ade 

such good use of his tim
e that w

hen 
he re-em

erged from the chim
ney 

he 
had 

the m
anufacture 

of citric 
acid 

at his finger ends.
"It 

w
as in a sim

ilar w
ay that the 

m
anufacture of tinplate becam

e pos­
sible in England

—
the secret being one

-
B

radley M
artin, Jr., w

ho to to
 m

ar­
ry 

M
iss 

Phipps, 
of 

Pittsburg, 
has 

a dry hum
or that 

has been likened 
to M

ark Tw
ain

’s. 
O

h his last visit 
to A

m
erica the young m

en w
ent to 

N
iagara for the first 

tim
e. 

H
e w

as accom
panied on this tour 

by a H
arvard instructor w

ho adm
ir- 

es nature profoundly and w
ho hoped 

to see M
r. M

artin alm
ost overcom

e 
by N

iagara
’s grandeur. 

- 
: 

Their first view of the Falls w
as 

by m
oonlight. 

The great w
hite w

at­
er w

as beautiful under the pale light 
of the 

m
oon, and the air w

as filled 
w

ith deep, sw
eet m

usic. 
M

r. M
artin, 

really, w
as 

m
oved, but 

he yaw
ned, 

lighted a 
cigarette, and said-

“Let’s be going.”
H

is poor friend w
as thunderstruck 

at such indifference.
“W

hy,” he cried, “w
here are jour 

eyes? 
A

ren’t you am
azed? 

A
ren

’t 
you 

im
pressed ? 

A
ren

’t 
you 

trans- 
transported

 1 
.

“O
f course not,” said M

r. M
artin. 

“W
hat is there here to m

ake a 
fuss 

about?”
“ Look” 

cried the H
arvard 

m
an,

Bobby the pug);
She planted her ring, 

and m
am

m
a

’s 
feather fan,

H
er ow

n M
other G

oose, and 
a shining 

tin pan;
She planted som

e letters just brought 
from the m

ail.
A

nd V
enus 

de M
ilo, quite 

helpless 
and pale.

Then, sprinkling them w
ell, 

she sat 
dow

n, tired out.
To w

atch them 
com

e 
up, 

as they 
w

ould w
ithout doubt.

“I like to m
ake garden,” she m

urm
urs 

ed, w
ell pleased-

W
hen, lo! from the rear she w

as sud­
denly seized

A
nd shaken quite rudely, w

hile som
e­

body said:
1

"Y
ou, M

ary C
ontrary, I

’ll plant you 
in bed!”

A few m
om

ents later sounds borne to 
m

y ears
C

onvinced m
e that garden w

as w
ater- 

ed w
ith tears.—

H
arriet H

ershey.

E■

“look how that m
ighty 

river pours
w

hich 
no 

person had been 
able 

to 
w

rest from its ow
ners in H

olland for 
half a century. B

ut there w
as a bold 

and crafty C
ornishm

an, 
one Jam

ees 
Sherm

an, 
w

ho m
ade up bis m

ind to 
quirer, 

discover it at any cost. 
G

oing over 
--------2

-----
to 

H
olland, 

he found his 
w

ay into 
R

IC
H

,
the 

factory at 
great 

personal 
risk --

1

and brought the secret back safely. 
O

ne bright m
orning Jean and Jean- 

"These are but 
a few of the little 

nette find a 
richly dressed baby 

in 
rom

ances, of successful 
secret-steal- 

a basket on their doorstep, 
ing, and w

ho shall tell the num
ber of 

They 
w

eep 
and 

laugh by turns; 
attem

pts that have failed, or even 
laugh over their good luck, and w

eep 
how 

m
any 

lives 
have 

been 
lost 

in 
to think of the w

retched m
other w

ho 
the attem

pting ? 
• 

has had to give up her child in- order
"A

m
ong 

scores of secret 
processes 

to keep her room
s in the apartm

ent. 
-_

 
just 

as successfully guarded is that 
"A

h, 
the 

unhappy rich!" exclaim
 

w
hich has given to the w

orld the ex- 
Jean 

and 
Jeannette, 

w
ith 

cordial 
quisitely beautiful D

resden china. It 
pity.—

Life.
is said that not even 

a 
king m

ay 
-----* 5

 :
enter the guarded w

alls of the fac- 
Style is no substitute for sterling 

i
. 

tery at M
oisson, w

here the porcelain strength,0

over into that 
deep 

abyss.” 
* 

"W
ell," said M

r, M
artin, "w

hat is 
there to 

prevent it ("
—B

uffalo 
En-

G
O

O
D A

U
TH

O
R

ITY
.

"I think,” declared the little daugh­
ter of the w

idow to the m
illionaire 

w
ho 

w
as 

calling, "that 
you are 

a 
charm

ing and delightful m
an." 

"H
ow nice, 

W
hat m

akes you say
80 P“

M
am

m
a 

told 
m

e to.
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