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Said the rich Mrs. Jay to he
*Since we are abundantly able,

I'd like to invite to a party soce might,
Alkthe birds we can seat our table,

**First, two places must be left for you and for
me - .
You'd better reduce it to writing;

So pru_\'_lllukp your quill, and then k’t'ep yourself
still  *
While we make out the list for inviting.

“Let me see—there's the Thrush; no, she's too
apt to gush.
The vain thing. into airs operatic.
Ther's poor Phatbe Pewitt—now she can't ging

a bit;
But then she is 8o democratic.

*Jenny Wren isn't vain, but she dresses 8o plain,
Not hardly with decent propriety.

The Peacocks I'd invite, but she is such afright
She is really not fit for society.

“I shan’t ask Mrs. Cat, ffor that vile little Chat—
Oh, wouldn’t they both be delighted?
Then the Raven and Crow are in mourning you
know,
And, thank goodness! can't come if invited.

“Mr. Owl, he's all eyes, apd he thinks he's so

wise,
I declarc he's alniogt to be pitied.
There is pretty  Miss Finch, she. would do on a
- pinch,
But there'll have to be some one omitted.
ST h-uvvlnur Misses Rail, Partridge, Heron and
Quail,

And poor Coot with her one doleful song, too;
And that thing with the rutf, they are well en-

ough,
But I don't like the sct they belong to.
*Ican’t cone as low as the barn-yard, you know,
ke the barber we read of in Dick ons:
ewhére "twixt coarse und tine we must all
draw the lire,
And I choose to stop at the chickes s.

“There, I guess that is all who'll pass muster at
g
We can’t have birds of all sorts and sizes.
Our list I suspect, must be pretty select-
Now just look and sce what it comprises!”
“Hem! I fear you will say when 'tis done, Mrs.
y 'pir y:
H?ll
complete

You and I, with the table between us!”
PHOEBA Cawny.

but somebody'd seen us;
rt and sweet, just includes when

(DER WILL OUT.
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Such was ail the information -that
the police despite their utmost endeay-
ors, were able to colleet.

The day after my arrival the quest

was held, and a verdiet of **wilful mur-

Aor agaiust some porson or persaus un-
kinown,™ returned; and no oue appenr-
iug to 1dentify the aufortunage victim,
he was quietly buried u< vile  purish
cinwehyard. - But, pirevioNs to L/,“'.\" be-
1ag done, the precaution wis—a.en of
having his face photograplied.

After having  an account of the
taeasures taken by the police, I pro-
ceeded.to make a minute inspection of
tiie clothes of the deceased,

Coat, waistcoat and underclothes un-
derwent a most searching examination,
but to no purpose.
trousers, and after exploring and turn-

ing out the pockets, 1 pur-ued the same |

course ‘with regard to the trousers
themselves. As I did so,
wiite dropped to the Hoor.

To pick it up and inspect was the
work of an instant,

It was a piece of white calico stied
round with a string—was, in fact,
neither more nor less than a bandage.
It was stained with blood, and had -
questionably- dropped from a wouuded
tinger.. I unfolded it and found that
it had originally formed part of a shirt.
This fact was patent,
marking ink, was thie name of the per-
son to whom it bhelonged, viz., +X. X.
Noll.” Now, none of the deceased's
fingers were injured in any way, so I
lost no time in inquiring who had had
access to the clothies since the tragedy;
and finding that no one had touched
them but the landlord of the “Lein-

o

r partncr one diay— |

I now took up the |

sothething |
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decr,” his waiter and
questioned each of ther
to the matter.
Lin

X
n

Having been assured'of a most uproarious character,
t the bandage had never belonged be‘ore twelve Mr. Edward ' Brandard,

police, 1 assembled at she *“Wolf.” (,‘lmmpagneihe believed hisselt a martyr.
reference | flowed freely and the proceedings were | talled al

Just

to cither of them, £ no longer doubted ' of the great firm of Duffman & Co.,

made a most valuable discovery.

the ground.

the mysterious name, “X. X. Noll,”
nor meet with anyone who had ever
heard of a name rejoicing in these
strange initialg and surname.

Day after day glided by, and finding
at last that T was no farther advanced
towards unraveling the mystery than
at first, I gave up the matter, in de-
spair and started back for London.

Now, it was that accident, the merest
chance whatever, came in the most
signal manner to my rescue.

I had proceeded some forty miles on
my return journey, and the traiu, hav-

station, was just beginning to move
again. I was listlessly gazing out of
the carriage window, when my eye was
suddenly attracted by something which
caused me to hnrviedly cluteh my
carpet-bag and leap like a madnian
from the train.

Thrusting on one side a porter, who
began remonstrating with me on the
danger I had just incurred, 'hastencd
I'to examine that which had caused me
to act as I had done.

I found T was not mistaken.

There, straight before my delighted
eyes was an advertisement board re-
{ specting the “Wolf Inn" at Harleyford.
4his, I read, was replete with every

| convenience. ete., aud the proprietor

was X. X. Noll. D
I was very active, rest assured, in
ascertaining where - Harleyford was lo-
cated, but it was only through perse-
verance that T got tlie desired informa-
tion. Every person I 1aet was ignor-
| ant of its locality,
| I studied a railvoad map of the United
i Kingdom, and there, in an obscure
| corner of an obscure county, the bor-
{ough of Harleyford was made out.
[ The train to conneet with the road
“wu]ing thither soon came pufling into
[ the depot, and eight -o'clock that even-
{ing found me in frout of the *“Wolf
| Inm. "

|
|
|
|
|
|

’,\'teps when I entered, and one glance
{convince me that he was no murderer.
I I betock myself ‘to the coffec-room,
| and, in the course of a short conversa-
tion with a waiter, I elicited from him
‘tlmt X. X. Noll, a jolly, thirsty soul,
| was b,
lofficer in the establishment, but that
| there was a Mrs. X. X. Noll who dis-
| charged the duties of the arduous post.
| I deemed-it advisable, then to ignore

lady for a private interview. This was
ury name and business, I showed her
the piece
knew anything about it.  Fortunately,
for the interests of justice, she did
know a great deal about it.  And she
imparted the following information:
“One evening towards the end of
May, a merry party “of travelers were

But my hopes were soon dashed to! Mrs. Noll and askéd her hel

till at last, in despair ',

The landlord was standing on the!

at his fat, jovial visage was enough to |

y no means the commanding| (o (e

i X. X,, and to send and ask his good|uy’
| v Fai ;
for there, in|at once granted, and'then, mentioning | ony orthodox religiun

of calico, and inquired if she | ¢oil to co

that it had fallen from the finger of | London, had the misfortune to severely
‘the murderer, and that I lad' in it|cut one of his fingers with a broken

glass. He at once made his way to

p in the

| matter. Not Leing able in the hurry

Notwithstanding that I had prose- |of the moment go find material for a
cuted my search in every possible di-|suitable bandagi .and as the blood was
rection, nowhere could I light upon |flowing copiousiy she hurriedly tore a
old worn-out shirt of|

piece from an
her husband’s, and with this bound up
the wound.”

Finding that - the shirt in question
was not yet cut up, I asked to inspect
it, and on applying the portion I had
brought with me, it was at once seen
to be the identical piece “that had heen
torn away.

Armed with this most vital piete of
evidence, I lost as little time as poscible
In quitttng the good town of Harley-
ford; but previous to deing so I gleaned
all the particulars I could respecting

ing stopped some.minutes at a large! Mr. Edward Brandard, and 1 ascer.

| tained that he was u young man of about
eight and twenty, and in receipt of a
goodly salary from his employers.
This last intelligence materially

strengthened a lazy suspicion which
Liad existed in my mind from”® the out-
set, viz., that some other motive than
mere robbery had actuated. the mur-
derer. The evidence of the Byfield
waiter had made a great impression on
me, and I could but believe that the
murdered man’s evident fright and

sudden departure from the town had
| been caused by & rencounter with some
'cnmny.
( To be continued. )
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Gardner Preaches a
Sermon.
“I has bin wonderin’ if our ortho-
dox religiun. am not a leetle queer,”

{
Brother

|

angle sounded and the meeting set-
| tled down 10 business. “As I under-
aun’ it religiun am founded upon de
Rebigiun- binds vs 1o
his comwandments. 1t obli-
i us to believe de Bible. It
lteaches us to uphold de laws o1 man.
“Let a brudder of de churelr steal
a hoss an’ heam east out as unwor thy.
“Let a sister tell lies an® she-am
cast out as unfit.
| ‘cebadencou put de’ collechsbun
i his pocket “an’ he am looked upon
as travblin de swift road to peraishiun,
“De odder day dar wus a hangin
lacross de ribber. A mun who had
nebber duarkeued a churceh deor as any
one knew of —aman who had followed
a low dowu- bizness all his lile—a
[ man who had eber sot a
youth of de land, was huug fur
wurder. 1t was oneof de coolest un’
| most blood-thirsty erimes of' the nige.
De murderer was tried by an honest
Jury, giben ebery show tor delence,
‘ the verdict was guiliy. De
[tence of de law was carried out, an’
took a hand in.
[Tt sent preachers to the murderer's
ax him into a change of
(heart. It sent wen dar to sing de
| hymwus dedicated to God. It sent
women dar to tell him dat he war

word ot God,
rrespect

N

8-

gwivne straight from the seatiold 10|
| glory.

“Wiken dat man wilked oul o die

observed Brother Gardner as the tri- |

bad example |

1o
out de support which do
| Lawd was ¢ivin’ him. Ilis voice jinea
Lin singin’ ‘Neaver, My.God to Thee.
['His Life had i.¢en one unbroke i career
|of sin.  De climax was a foul mueder
An’ yit Le was wade to believe da

religiun weuld sail him straight to
[ Heaven's pearly gates,

| “My fren’s,” if icligiun takes n
| murderer to de same Ieaven dat it
{docs de man who has lived uprigh’
|all his days, T doan® want it!

“If' de Diyine Bein' was jokin' when
be said: ‘Thou shalt not kill," Iwant
to know it! i

“If" repentance arter de gallus has
bin erccted am time 'nuff, I doan’ pro
pose to pay pew rent any longer,

“It de commands of God an' d¢
laws of man am to be made odions
an’ sot at defiance by de Y. M. C. A.
of".this kentry, I'ze gwine to frow my
bible ober de fence an’ steal my pox
an’ 'taters fur next winter!

“I speak to you in de most solenn
airnestuess when L tell you dat d
horrible burlesque—dis absurd moc
ery—dis fuarce  played by lunatics
aronnd amurderer on de gallug am
sufficient to bring our religiun into
vile contempt, an' to make sinners
doubt dat it am anything beyond a
vagary."—Detroit Free Press.
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Ladies’ Department,

Bread, biscuit, roll and the crust of*
pies are all greatly improved in flavor
and color if' they are lightly brushe
over with milk just before they are
put into the oven. A little sugar dis-
solved in the milk is an addition also.

Excellent soft gingerbread is made
of one eup of rugar, one cup of -but-
ter, one cup of rour cream, one cup
of\New Orleans molasses, four cups o
[ xifted flonr, one tablespoontul of sod:
dissolved in a little hot water, obnc
tablespoonfnl of ginger, three well-

beaten egus, the rind grated of one
tlemon. Raisins may be added 1t you
| please.

To use pieces of.eold boiled ham
i that are too sm:1l for the-tatle, chop
;tlwm fine, line a salad dish with let
[ tuce leaves, scasen the chopped ham
| with pepper, a little mustard, and
then make a tomato dressing: Take
[ome pint of tomato juice, strain it
[ thicken it by addirg one tablespoon
(ful of arrowroor, mixed with a little
jof the cold juice; then stir it into the
other.and let igboil for two or thre
{minutes; add a little butter and pep
per, and pour over the ham,—~Servg

hot or coid.

[ There are people who dislike th
| taste of milk, and yet are directed 1«
[takeit. It will be male more pala
table by sprinkling it well with salt.
It you cut the back legs of you

chair two inches shoiter than the
front ones the fatigue of sitting will
spit

|
[be greatly relieved and the
placed in a Letter position.
Antique lace may be washed i
borax water, and after soaking awh:!
L1 v and then left for an hour or mom
lin warm suds, the water <hould @
| syneezed out, and it should he prmnea
[in shape on a clean boag Do
i

UM,

Hot 1o noy brid




