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THE POCR MAN'S FRIENDS

Hon. Mr. Maxwel] disclajms for him-
self and his fellow members for &t.
John responsibility for ‘the butchering
of the new assessment bill and objects
to The Sun’s remark that ‘‘the men
who are taxcd on less than three hun-
dred  dollars have apparently few
friends in the Common Council and
none in the legislature.’

“Delegates froi thé Common Coun-:

cil, from the Board ¢f Trade, from the
insurance companies, the banks, the
street ratlway and representatives of
the working men and of the civil ser-
vauts came to Fredericton,” he said,

“and met in committee and arranged
the matters dealt with in the bill in a
way-mutually agreeable and it was a
8ross misrepresentation to say that
the working men had no friends in the
House on either side.”

‘Why, if this bill as amended is un-
objectionable, should Mr. Maxwell re-
pudiate any responsibility for it? And
if it-is objectionable why should he
fecl impelled to defend it, and that at
the expense of riisrepresenting The
Sun’s criticism?

The Sun never said “that the worlk-
ing men had no friends in the House.”
Our assertion was that™ “apparently”
those “‘who are taxed on less than $300”
have no defenders, and the result of
the manipulation of the bill in question
amply bears out that statement. - The
banks, the Strest Rallway have friends
and supporters because they have
wealth and “influence.” Organized la-
bor has friends because it has votes.
These interests profit under the amend-
ed ams bill. But who was there
in that committee to which Mr. Max-
well refers 40 stand up for the ex-
emption ffom ‘taxés of the men ‘who
can éarn less than a ddllar a da,y'f
Who was there to oppose the outrage-
Ous proposition -to infiict upon the
poer man’ & $5 poll tax—$3 more than
the amount tollected from any . other
class in the community ? ‘

The 4,000 men in the city who can
sarn less than $300 ‘were not represent-
dd in Fredericton. The labor repre-
sentatives who were heard spoke for
the average union man—the man
whose income ranges between $400 and
$1,000. This class is undoubtedly re-
Heved somewhat under the new bill, in
that they are exempt on .$200 of their
Income and pay only a $2 poll tax. But
that relief is in a measure won at the
#xpense of the poorer man.

It is reported to The Sun as g fact
that the main reason for the miserable
@iscrimination which makes the poll
tax $5 for the man exemrted on income
was the complaint of the hetter paid
labor interests that complete exemp-
tion for the $300 wage earner would
burden the man who standa a little
higher in the laboring scale. Even if
this' complaint were well-founded it
would be a disgrace to the men who
made it. But it is not true. Only 400
of the 4,000 whom it was proposed to
exempt were able to pay tkeir taxes
last year. On this basis full exemption
weculd only have involved a loss of
ebout $2,800 to the treasury. If, on the
other hand, the poll tax, as it should
be, had 'been kept at the $2 level
throughout as the tax Payment neces-
sary for the: voting privilege, enough
men who canneot afford to pay $7 or $5,
would have paid this amount to bring
the sum collected from the $300 class
‘#ake of fair play and decency it
Bt »reseat collected.

Nobody benefits by this proposed dis-
crimihdtion in the poll tax. On the
pther-hand its application will not only
@isfranchise but will make bad debtors
of at least 3,000 men. It is outrage-
cusly “imjust -in principle and cruelly
burdersoms in application. For the
sake of fair play and deecency it
tLould be eliminated.
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MR. BLAIR AND THE SHERIFFS

¥n the effort to defend Premier Ha-
Een for his grossly partisan use of
the law providing for the yearly ap-
Pointment of sheriffs, The Standard as-
serted recently that this practice was

eatablished by Hon. Mr, Blair. “There
was a time,” it said, ‘‘when the posi-

. Hon of sheriiff in this province was a
Permanent gppointment. Mr. Blair
made it annpal and thus took for him-
self and his’ successors the power to
replage sherifts.”

As @ matter of fact Mr. Blair be-
same Attorney General and leader of
the government in February, 1883

The Revised Statutes of New Bruns-
wick, 1854, chap. 131, sec. 1, reads as
follows:

‘“The sheriffs of the several counties,
except the sheriff of the city and coun-
ty of Saint John, be appointed by the
governor in council in the month of
Merch each year, but nothing shall
prevent the.arpointment of a sheriff
at any other time when mnecesssary
from death or other cause. In case of
hig death the coroner to discharge the
duties during the vacancy of his of-
fice.”

The Consolidated Statutes of New
Brunswick, 1877, chap. 25, sec. 1, is as
follows:

‘“The sheriffs of the several countles
shall bo appointed by the governor in
eouncil in the month of April'in each
Yyear, but nothing shal] prevent the ap-
vointment of a sheriff at any other
time when necessary from death or
other cause. In case of his death a
coroner may discharge the duties dur-
ing the vacancy.”

“An act Trelating to the office of
sheriff” was passed by the legislature in
1896, but not the slightest change was
meade in regard to the time or period
of the appointment. )

But even if The Standard, for once,
had beon correct ‘n its staiament in
this regard, the practice which Mr.
Hez2n 13 pumsulag would have been
\ made nowne the beiter,
appeintment systsm, tending ito keep
;the sheriiffs under the party lash, is
¥mproper in theory and vicious in re-
sulty. &heriffs, Mle judgses, should be
indepesiient of politica]l I™uence. Their
appointments should be permanent
and, no matter where the present sys-
tem sriginated, it is Mr. Hmsen's duty
snd priviioge to make theee ro.

The temporary’

BRITAIN'S TRADE

In somewhat remarkable contrast to
the wails ;of fiscal reform advocates
that Great Britain is fast; éosing
ground under her free frade system, a
repcrt recently issued by the Boarl of
Trade shows: that during the year ¥Ws
the United Kingdom led tHe world both
in the amount of its fmports and ex-
vorts. : ¥
The flgures for Gremt Britain ares

United Kingdom, imports, £513,475,~
000. -
United Kingdom, experts, £377,220-
(e1] G : 3

Gerpany' eon:es secorid ih. imports,
the vdlue being - £409,048,000,° while in
the case of exports the United States
stands ‘sccond, ‘with £369,139,000.  Geér-
many’s exports were £382,020,000, and
the United States imperts,  £232,594,000.

The following are the figures for the
other principal ccuntries:

France, imports .. .. .. £243,634,000
France, exports ., 210,878,000
Belgium, imports,. ,. .. 134,004,000
Belgium, experts .. .. .. 103,413,000
Italy, imports ,. ... .. .. 121,238,000
Italy, exports .. .. .. ... 74,230,000
Austria-Hungary, imports 105,518,000
Austria-Hungary, exports 96,874,009

The imports of the United Kingdom
last year—&£513,475,000—show a de-
cline, the corresponding figures for 1967
being £553,866,000, and for 1908 .were
£522,786,000. The exports, which in
1906 were £375,675,000, rose to £426,035,-
600 in 1907, and fell last year to £377,-
220,000.

But a similar decline took place in the

case of most of the other countries.
A notable exception is that of Canada,
whose exports rose from £48,926,000 in
19C7 to £50,902,000 last year. :

t is an interesting commentary on
the “halance of trade” argument that
every great country, protectionist as
well as free trade, is importing more
than it is exporting, with the exception
of the United States. Upon Mr. Fos-
ter’s theory every country except the
United States is therefore the poorer
for the business done last year, in that
it has paid out more money than it
took in.

—_————

THEIR OWN MEDICINE

The Liberal opposition in the provin-
cial legislature have demanded investi-
gation into current charges of miscon-
duct on the part of Sheriff Stewart of
Restigouche. Premier Hazen in re-
sponse, has demanded that the detract-
ors of Sheriff Stewart should frame a
definite charge.

Said Mr. Hazen: ‘“The honorable gen-
tleman (Mr. Currie) had dealt in vague
rumors and slanders, he had not made
a single charge that could be investi-
gated. If the honorable gentleman or
any other member of the House or any
responsible <citizen in the province
Stewart, he as attorney general would
see that it was fully investigated and
acted upon, but the government did
not propose to investigate every rumor
and malicious report that might be in
circulation. He thought the honorable
member had gone a long way out of
his way to try and injure Sheriff Stew-
art, a gentleman of the very highest
integrity and standing in the com-
munity. . . . It would be time enough
to give expression to such insinuation
and suspicion as the House had heard
this afternoon when something defin-
ite was reported against Mr. Stewart.”

What an unhely farce this politics
is! What Mr. Hazen fairly and rea-
sonably demands in the case of Sheriff
Stewart, is precisely what the Liberal
government at Ottawa is demanding
from Mr. Hazen anl his political asso-
clates in the case of Dr. Pugsley.

When Dr. Pugsley is the object of
attack, Mr. Hazen and his Conserva-
tive accomplices darken the air with
‘“‘vague rumors and slanders,” but per-
sistently decline to make “a single
charge that can be investigated,” and
all the time condemn the federal gov-
ernment because they do not ‘“inves-
tigate every rumor and malicious re-
pont that might be in circulation.”
Every word of Mr. Hazen’s defense of
Sheriff Stewart is a damning indict-
ment of his own and his party’s mali-
clous and unscrupulous and cowardly
pursuit of Dr. Pugsley, and a justifica-
tion of the stand taken by Dr. Pugs-
ley and his federal colleagues in meet-
ing the attack.

We cannot and do not defend the
methods used to discredit Sheriff Stew-
art; but Mr. Hazen is the last man in
Canada to protest against them.

THE HIGHWAY BILL

The provincial opposition have done
wisely in not following the example of
the opposition in the Dominion parlia-
ment Ly wasting the public time ahd
the public money in useless obstruc-
tion of legislation which they do not
approve. They have fulfilled their duty
in amending the new highway bill as
far as they could and in placing them-
selves on record against the objection-
able featurés which the government
was evidently determined to force
through.

The people know now where both par-
ties stand—knew that the Liberals are
pledged to a policy of municipal h‘bme
rule for the highways while the Con-
servatives insist that their political

appointees shall sit upon every dis-

trict highway board and handle the ex-
penditure, thus retaining the vicious

'and vitiating patronage system in this

most important feature of public busi-
ness.

The new law is undoubtedly an im-
provement upon the legislation. intro-
‘duced last winter, and upon the pres-
ent law also, but the deadly bacillus
of political interference is alone syf-
ficlent to destroy its usefulness. In its

insistence upon this the government
has' made itself responsible for every

conditions satisfactorily .and-in their
defense of municipal rights in this re-
gard the opposition have pointed out
to the people of the province the course
they must take to est&blish a road law
in the interests of those who pay for
and who use the roads, rather than in
the interests of - the political party
which happens to hold provincial
power. ‘
———e e

SHERIFFS SHOULD BE PER-
MANENT

There will be ground for complaint
against sheriffs playing the partisas
so long as this important office 1is
made a plaything of party politics and
the party whip held always over the
heads of its eecupants. A sheriff, like
a . judge, should be fres from political
control. To that end his position
whould be made. permanent. The pres-

ent system of yearly.appoiniments is

SRR A "t'u.-u‘-mu;—....-»l DR

failure of the new law to:meset local’

Qompeis @ man to be a partisan - .in
oider te-’acld, as well as te ehlaimn,
ostice. . \

The ‘government press wil doubtless
answer thig criticism by reminding us
that the system of yearly appointments
was inaugurated by Hon. Mr. Blair
But that is no excuse for its retention,
particularly by & government whose
mempers have #o lavishly denounced
N, Blair and his suecessors, Mr.Hazen
ang: his. colleagues were not elected to
perpetuate old conditiens; but to re-
form where roform was needed. And
reform is grievously nceded in this
maitter,

PUT UP OR SHUT UP,

The Conservatives are now attempt-
ing to throw upon the federal govern-
fuent the burden or initiating inquiry
into the Mayes ‘“scandal.” *

But Dr. Pugsley has given his word,
backed by evidence and argument con-
vincing to his friends, at least, that
the unsupported allegations of that
folled anad disappointed seeker for de-
partmental favors are false. The gov-
ernment believes him gags against
Mayes. For the government to place
Dr. Pugsley on trial without further
evidence or something in the rature of
a reputable charge would be a distinct
admission of disbellef in Dr. Pugsley.

The opposition, on the * other hand,
profess to believe Mayes as against
Dr. Pugsley. If they actually so he-
lieve it is obviously. their duty to take
action. All they have to do is oo
the Public Accounts Committee to
take the matter up or to get Dr. Daniel
or somebody else to follow up the
Mayes affidavit by bringing a charge
against the Minister—as Mr, Hazen
has demanded eof the provincial oppo-
sition in the case of Sheriff Stewart.
Surely this is fair, in one case as in the
other.

Fairness also demands that if the
Conservatives are unwilling to take
any responsibility for the Mayes
charges, they should drop them from
their political material. If they dare
not endorse the Mayes affidavit they
should not attempt to cash it in the
bank of public opinfon. '

—te————r
A PLEA FOR JUSTICE

Under the present taxation system
there are abouat 4,000 men in this city
who are assessed on incomes of $300
or less. The average tax bill of these
men, including the $2 poll tax, is about
$7. Last year only 400 men so assessed
were able to pay their taxes.

By giving these small wage earners
full exemption it is obvious, therefore,
that the city would actually lose about
$2,800 in revenue.

It is equally apparent that few if any
of those who could not afford to pay
that $7 can afford to pay the proposed
poll tax of $5 by which the exemption
clause in the amended assessment bill
is nullified. Where then is the ground
for not granting full exemption for
these pitiful incomes? 1s the incon-
siderably trivial sum of $2,800 sufficient
Justification for the gross discrimina-
tion involved in the system which im-
boses upon one class in the community
a higher price for the privileges of
citizenship than upon other classes?

One principle established in the new
bill is fair and just—that the poll tax
is the basis of citizenship, that all who
pay this fundamental tax are entitled
to a voice in the administration of the
community’s affairs. But there is no
fairness nor justice in forcing one man
to pay a higher price for this privilege
than another. Income or property tax-
ation naturally varies with the amount
of income or property possessed by the
taxpayer; but the poll tax is a tax
upon the man himself and no govern-
ment has the right to say that one
man is worth more or less than any
other.

We appeal to the Common Council
in the name of common justice to re-
pudiate this iniquitous provision. The
city will gain, rather than lose finan-
cially by the Council’s refusal to sanc-
tion this diserimination. If the poll
tax is made uniform, with the proposed
$300 exemption, as it shou}d be, many
men will contribute this amount to
the treasury for the privilege of voting
who cannot afford to pay their taxes
now and who could not afford to pay
the $5 poll tax proposed in the amend-
ed bill, and the city’s recelnts will not
be impaired. The City Chamberlain,
whom we quote elsewhere, is opposed
to the $5 poll tax. Its only excuse is
the fact that it was inserted as a com-
promise agreed upon at a conference
where the men affected were not repre-
sented. For decency’s- sake cut it out
.of the bill.

R

THE TWO ROAD POLICIES

That under the provincial Highway
Act the secretary-treasurers of the dis-
trict highway boards should be ap-
pointed by the Municipal Councils;

That the provincial grant for each
county should be handed over to the
County Councils for distribution;

-~ That the road tax should bhe $1 per
head and 12 cents on each $100 of prop-
erty:

That 5 per cent. discount sheculd b2
allowed for cash payment of road
taxes;

That the new Highway, Act should
not apply to St. John (‘olunty. which
has run its own roads for years to the
complete satisfaction of its residents—

These amendments to the highway
bill moved in the legislature yesterday
set forth the opposition’s road policy.

Their defeat in every instance sets
forth the government’'s policy.

The opposition stands for municipal
home rule for highways; the govern-
ment for political control of road
moneys and for the patronage list,

The electors of New Brunswick will
do well to keep these things in close
remembrance while they watch the
operation of the Iazen Iiighway Act
during such time as this government
shall endure.

CANADA'S DRINK BILL

Canada’s drink bill for the last’ flacas
year amounted to nearly seventy-séven
millions of doliars. During the year
ending March 31, 1308, there. were
taken out of bond for consumption.
Canadian spirits, 3.927,312 gallong; im-
ported spiritd, 2,127,078 gallons; Csa-
adian malt llquors, 38,807,980 galloae
tmported malt liquors, 1,096,256 gai-
lors; wines, 1,885,235 gallons; total, 47 «
337,661 pwlions. Estimates of worices
3 did e, per ga¥on, CanpBun spirice,
¥6; knoorted spirits, $8; Qarzdimn malt
ligwowrs, .79; imported malt tiquors, $2;

wines, $6; thess Baing average «f ahop

JOHN. N. B, ¥RIPAV, APAIL

—

»nd var. The expenditurs for driuk,
thersliee, 20tiis: -Cangdian spirits, $23,--
5€3,972; reported ' spirite,  1$17,019,824;
Casadlan malt liguors, $27,160,266; dm-,
sortel malt iiquors, $2,192,512; wines,
$6,931,175; total, $76,867,649. 'The duties
coilectad = amounted to - $14,669,627.08.
These are large figures, actually; rela-
tively, in comparison with REngland
and the United States they are small,
The Canzdlan conswmption , of liquor
was seven gallong per head; the coms»
parative figures are 23 gallons per head
for the United States and 81 gallons
for England. The drink bill of the
United States in 1908 was $2,174,766,-
955 and of England, £167,061,200.

OSTLERISING MR. McMULKIN.

If Messrs. Hatheway, Maxwell, Wil-
son and  McInerney want John Mec-
Mulkin’s scalp, why don’t they go
after it man fashion. If Mr. McMulkin
is fired from hig position as factory
inspector it will be simply because he
is,a Liberal and some clamorous Con-
servative wants his job. Everybody
knows that and knows also that the
scheme to oust him by means of legis-
lation declaring him too old to give
good service is a hypocritical and pusil-
lanimous subterfuxze,

Mr. McMulkin has proved himself an
excellent official, devoted to his duty,
painstaking and absolutely honest. If,
as is alleged, he is over seventy, he is
a wonder for his years. Few men of
fifty areso vigorous and active. If he
were a Conservative he could econtinue
to serve his province usefully and
honorably for years yet. But he isn't.
He is a Liberal and proud of it,
though no man can peint to -a trace
of partisanship in word or action since
he took public office. The government
can find no fault in him save his doli-
tics, and as this is not sufficient groun.d
for his open dismissal by a non-parti-
san administration, they have decided
to put him quietly out of the way bv
legislative chloroform, a la Dr. Osler.
The result, however, is just the same—
another Grit head in a basket aad
another job for a good Torv.

Next! :

THE POOR MAN’S FRIENDS

Hon. Mr. Maxwell complained ‘e~
cause The Sun doubted that the $300
income men had any friends in the
legislature. We apologise. We were
wrong. They have fifteen. And Hon.
Mr. Maxwell is not one of them, nor is
any of his colleagues from this city
nor any other Conservative in the leg-
islature, except W. F. Hatheway,
whom the name Conservative fits
about as comfortably as it does W. F.
Maclean—or as it would have fitted
Karl Marx.

There was no occasion to make this
matfer of simple justice to the poor
men of St. John a party issue in the
legislature. The assessment bill as
botched by the conferring interests
which looked after themselves andl et
ithe poor devil who can earn only a
dollar a day go hang, was not a gov-
ernment measure. Mr. James Lowell's
conipromise amendment, reducing the
poor man's poll tax from $5 to $3, was
in no sense a partisan motion. Why
then did the House line itgelf for and
againet this amendmefrt—the only
fault of which was tnat;it did not go
far enough—on a strictly party basis?
Why did the Premier of the province,
every member of the government—
save Mr. Maxwell, who dodged—and
every supporter of the government—
save Mr. Hatheway, who i8 a radical
Liberal in everything but the mame,
and Mr. Carter of Madawaska, who has
no polities in particular—feel called up-
on to insist on the imposition of a $5
poll tax upon the poorest citizens of
St. John, while the better-to-do are
allowed to escape with $2? What rea-
son can be sugested save the subconsci-
ous but controlling class feeling that
the term Tory stands for?

It is a common saying that the names
by which the two great parties are
known stand for nothing nowadays;
and in the main this is true. But from
the beginning Toryism has been the
politics of the privileged classes and
Liberalism the gospel of freedom and
equality. And though the lines have
overlapped so as to be almost indis-
tinguisheble, when a crucial test is
made, as in this instance, the old in-
stincts prevain—Toryism still stands
for class privilege and Liberalism for
popular rights.

The people of St. John will keep yes-
terday’s vote in the legislature in
mind—particularly the 4,000 men who
are unjustly and inexcusably oppressed
by the discrimination whicti compels
the poor man to pay $5 for the right
of the franchise and exacts only $2
head tax for the privilege of citizen-
ship from his more prosperous fel-
lows. And The Sun will assist them
to keep it in mind—to remember that
in a matter intimately affecting the
welfare of a section of this community
which is none the less worthy of jus-
tice because its members are without
funds and organization, there was not
one Minister of this provincial gov-
ernment and only one legislative mem-
ber for St. John to stand up for the in-
terests of the poor man.

And The Sun will also endeavor to
keep before the public—notwithstond-
ing the indiffecence of the Common
Council and _the negative of the legis-
lature—the fair and just prineiple that
a poll tax should be imposed equally
upon all cldasses; that the payment of
the poll tax should carry with it the
voting franchise; and that there should
be no taxation upon incomes insuffi-
cient or barely sufficient to support the
wage earner and his family in decency
and in reasonable comfort.

———e
A GOVERNMENT OF FASE
PRETENSES

At 11.40 last night The Sun receivedl
from the official reporter of the legis-
lature the following report of Mr.
Copp’s motion of censure for the Ha-
zen government and of the debate
thareoon:

Mr. Copp, ir nioving his reseinm-
tion, spoke at some length and
wes followed by Mr. Byrne.

That gvas- all—every line, though Mr.
Copp made his no-confidence mation
at 9.45 ard boith’he and his seconder
kad completed bafore midnight two of
the most intefjesting and effective
speeches of the sesnion.,

The Sun has not Joined in tie pre-
valent compiaint over the unfaimeu=
:ad inadesquaey of trhe official reports
»ent (mt this session, believing here-
tofore that Mv. Hubbard was honest
and *rat the Zrequent mmefficlency of
his » ri wae due to the incamacity
and poliefeul milice of his. assistant.
Lut this ;efwe) % give fair pub-

“legislature

licity to the most formidable attack
that has been mada upon® thig govern-,
ment during: its brief and ingiorious
term of office was deliberate and in-
tentional. )

Queried at 1 a. m. regarding the lack
of further "news of the debate the
Western Upion responded “Hubbard
says Sun will get Copp stuft by mail
tomorrow.” Now Mr. Hubbard is a
newspaper man and knows well that
“tomerrow” in a daily paper office is
‘“never.” Time and again during this
session he has sent reports up to 2 a.
m. and later, when some of the late
speakers were friends of the govern-
ment, and his refusal to report Mr.
Copp and Mr. Byrne, though they
closed at a reasonable hour, can only
have one meaning—that he and the
8overnment which is back of him did
not want this report made public, were
afraid to have it made public. .

The report which The Sun was able
to get from anothgr source shows why
this suppressison was' desired. Never
has a government during so short a
period of power laid itself open to such
a scathing arraignment as that de-
Hvered last night by fl&r. Copp and Mr.
Byrne, and seldom has ‘political op-
portunity been seized.more forcibly or
to better advantage.

Practically every pledge upon which
Mr. Hazen and his colleagues won
office a little over a year ago has been
flagrantly broken or deliberately un-
fulfilled. For promised ecorctiy they
have given extravagance beyond all
records; for promised process of honest
tender for public works they have
given the opatronage system In its
most vicious form; for promised muni-
cipal cori¢rol (of highways they have
given political management of the
grossest kind; for promised agricul-
tural and immigration reform ey
have given a farcically inefficient sub-
stitution; instead of cheaper school
baoks they have givan a fraudulerit re-
duction whose profit goes into partisan
pockets; for promised non-partisan
government they have given the 1aost
maliciously political administration
this province ‘ever had. And Mr. Copp

‘and Mr. Byrne drove these points home

with stinging emphasiss.

And those who follow in chis debate
today can add to the arraignment that
the power won by fraud this govern-
ment proposes to hold by fraud—by the
damnably dishonest misuse of the ma-
chinery of publicity under its control,
as instanced by the flat refusal of its
official reporter to provide the press of
the provMce with the report of the
speeches in which the government was
painted in its true colors last night.

-
MR. BURCHILL AND THE
GOVERNMENT

In declaring his position during the
course of the opening debate in t‘he
legislature, Hon. Mr. Burchill stated
his c8nviction that provincial affairs
should be run along non-partisan lines
and promised the government his in-
dependent support so long as they
merited his approval in thls and other
matters. §In the same connection he
insisted that fair play must be extend-
ed to Liberals, and warned the gov-
ernment that any action to the con-
trary would merit and receive his op-
position, adding that “so far he had
no reason for complaint in this re-
gard.”

The Sun at the time pointed out that
Mr. Burchill had been away from the
province for a large part of last year
and had probably not followed political
events closely, and predicted that if
his “honesty and judgment are simi-
larly sound he cannot stay long in the
in his present position.”

That was just a month ago. Today
Mr. Burchill denounces the govern-
ment, not only for its unjust partisan
trcatemnt of Factory Inspector Mec-
Mulkin, but broadly intimates that the
transaction involving Mr. McMulkin’s
dismissal was not only partisan but
corrupt, in that the place was used as
a means of political bribery during the
provincial general election.

In view of his own statements, Mr.
Burchill can no longer honestly sup-
port this government, even in an in-
dependent fashion. It has not only
violated the non-partisan conditions he
named but has convicted itself in his
eves of corrupt and illegal practices.
And Mr. Morrissy, whose candidate
Mr. Burchill was, is a member of this
admittedly partlisan and corrupt ad-
ministration.

ABDUL THE DAMNED

The “sick man of Kurope' 'is dead
politically; .and there are none to
mourn the disappearance of his sipis-
ter presence from the world of state-
craft. At last his subtlety has react-
ed and the crimes of his thirty years
of bloody soveeignty have come home.

Never since Nero has a hand so un-
scrupulously cruei held a sceptre. The
titles he has earned—The Great Assas-
sin, and Swinburns's phrase of execra-
tion, “Abdul the Damned’—tell his
character and will carry his infamy
through history. Only his uncanny
statesinanship has saved him thus far.
Universally held zuilty of the death
of the scores of thousands of Chris-
tians massacred by his myrmidons in
recent years he has played the jealousy
of the individual rowers againgt the
wrath of the world and has won free-
dom from outside interference. DBut in
endeavoring to play Mahometan fan-
aticism against the ris'ng tide of con-
stitutional desire in his own country he
has over-reached hmself. Had he
bowed to the inevitable and accepted
the puppet position of a constitutional
monarch he might have held his
throne. But, fenlous of the proposed
usurpation of his despotic powers by
an elected parliament ,he conspired
wiih the reactionary autocracy of his
realm, fomented by bribes and by
Chrimtian massacres deliberately
pianned to arsuse Moslem fanaticism &
ccunter revelution which, temporarily,
successful, hes reébounded and swept
him in ignvminy from his place anad
power.

It s ironically fitting that the Sul-
tan‘s devaosition comes at the hands of
the institution in whose name the bulk
of ‘his offenses agrinst humanity have
been conmymitted — the Malhiometa®
church. Ths fundamenta] laws of the
Ottoraan Dmpive are based upon the
proeepts of the Koraa, and the Sultan
must rule actcording to thesc. Conse-
quently his power, though neminallly
absolute, is subordinote to that of the
religious authority in the person of the
Sheik-ul-Xslsm, tie hesd of the church
svhose power has oW keen invoked by
the Yaung Turk party. This power of
clerical deposition waes last invoked
to the advantage of tihe rular who now
suffers by it. Murad V., his predeces-

sor, was deposed in 1876 on the ground
of insanity and Abdul Hamid II.
reigned in his stead.

The new Sultan, Mehemmed-Reshad,
is the brother and two years the Junior
of Abdul Hamid, His succession to
the throne is according to the law
which provides for inheritance in the
order of seniority by male descendants
of the house of Othman in boérn in the
Imperial Harem. The eldest son of the
Sultan can only succeed to the throne
in case the Sultan is survived by no
brothers or cousins of grester age. In
this instance, three uncles stand be-
tween the throne and Mehemmed-
Seim who under’ the  ordinary FEuro-
pean system would be the heir-appar-
ent, being Abdul Hamid's eldest son.

VOTES FOR WOMEN

It may be quite true that woman’s
Place is the home, that she would ba
spoiled by mixing in politics, and all
that—but it is not for men to say so.
If women want to vote there 'is ho
sound reason, moral, intellectual, phys-
ical or political, why they shouldn’t.
They bear their share, and more, of
the burdens of humanity and have
Just right to an equal share in the
privileges of soclety, such as they are,
if they want it, But do they?

We believe not, as yét. And we are
old-fashioned enough to hope neot, for
a while. Most of us are old-fashioned
in this way because our women folks—
thank God!—are old-fashioned enough
to prefer the home to the hustings, the
rocking-chair to the rostrum and the
babies to the ballof box. But the old
order changeth. Until the last century
woman was not recognized as a per-
son in the eyes of the law. The con-
cession cf personality has not lessened
her charms nor her value to society,
and the further concessions which the
admission of personality inevitably
carries with it may similarly fit in with
the and changing social conditions, to
the common good. But the point for
emphasis is this—that the place which
women shall cccupy in society must
be for their own choosing—not for
man’s dictation. The attitude taken
by the male legislature yvesterday, in
this regard, was arbitrary and unjust.

What should be done is to make pro-
vision for a feminine plebescite, to be
held at the written demand of the
majority of adult women in the pro-
vince. And if such a plebiscite should
call for woman suffrage, it should be
granted forthwith and on precisely the
same conditions as the suffrage now
held by men.

FIRaT WIFE WON'T SEE
EARLE; AFFINIY GONE

Artist Declares He Again
Loves Woman He
Deserted

PARIS, April 27.—Ferdinand Pinney
Earle, anxious and restless, spent the
week in Paris and vicinity searching
for his former wife. He told his friends
that his heart really belonged to his
first wife. This ‘was the French woman
he cast aside for an affinity. The af-
finity had Earle arrested for beating
her, and finally began suit to have her
marriage annulled on the ground that
he had not been divorced from his
wife. ’

Earle's attempts to see his wife were
all thwarted. He had not even vucceed-
ed in discovering her retreat. He seem-
ed much cast ‘down, and Thursday
gave up all hope of effecting a recon-
ciliation and decided to go back to
\ New York.

“I wili sail on the Potsdam,” he de-
clared, ‘“as there is nothing for me to
do here.”

When it was suggested that he might
make up with his affinity wife, Earle
replied: ‘

“I think not. Strangely enough, my
love for her has vanished. I don’t seem
to have any luck in love anyway.”

His former father-in-law says that
Earle has changed greatly for. the
worse since his affinity experience, and
added:

“He does not.seem to have any man-
hood left. The sooner he goes back,
the better pleased we shall be.”

o0CIETY WOMAN
GETS A DIVORGE

Her Husband was Indiscreet
With Senoritas in

Mexico

SECRECY PLANNED

CHICAGO, April 27.—Mrs. “Ash”
Newell, who, with her husband has
been a prominent figure in Chicago’'s
smart society for fifteen years or more,
was granted a divorc® last Tuesday.
It took just twenty minutes for Mrs.
Newell to obtain the legal separation
after the court had been informed of
certain alleged indiscretions on the
part of Mr. Newell and several sen-
oritas in the city of Mexlco, where Mr.
Newell now resides.

The divorce was obtalned under cir-
cumnr stances that were planned to in-
sure secrecy. The information leaked
out yesterday. Mr. Newell, who is the
son of the late John Newell, president
of the Lake fhore and Michigan 8outh-
ern Railway, is a division superintend-
ent for the Mexican Central Railway.

FREDERICTON, - April 27.—A. L.
Lumbert and James Friedman, of
Houlton, are here today negotiating
for the purchase of eight ., thousand
acres of timber land in the parishes
of McAdam and North Lake. The
property is* now owned By Charles
Keefe, of Vanceboro, and it is likely
that the deal will be through tomar-
TOW

FEWER CHARTERS
5 THE DBJECT
OF DAVIS BILL

Would Also Do Away
With RailwayCom,

BILL FOR SENATE

Aim is to Prevent Trafficing
in Railway
Charters

OTTAWA, Ont., Apri] 27.—Senatoy
T. O. Davis will introdyce in the scpate
this week an important bil] degigned to
pbrevent further trafficing in railway
charters which are obtained almost by
5C:.ves from parliament each session,
but which crly a very small percen‘-
age ever eventuate in actual construcs
tion of lines authorized. Senator Da-
vis proposes to do away altogether
with railway committees of the «.mn-
<+ ns and senate and place the incor-
vorativa of railway companies on the
same basis as now obtains in case of
industrial companies seeking federal
charters. His bill provides that any
company seeking a rallway chirtep
may 1o0°s.n one through Secretary of
states department under’'the same pr.-
cedure now applies to federally i-
corporated industrial companies, but
company applying must first satisfy
railwsy commission as to hona fideg
and need of the undertaking.

It 1s provided that the company be~
fore getting a charter must advertise
for six weks in the newspapers cov-
ering the distriet through which the
proposed railway will run, must submit
to the commission a detalled plan and
engineers report showing the routa
and feasibility of proposed ‘ine and
must raise at least sufficlent casn cap-
ital to buy g right of way and pay the
cost of all expropriation proceedings.
If the railway commission after care-
ful exemination is satisfied with the
plans and bona fides of the company:
a certificate will be forwarded to the

secreiary of the state department and,

then incorporation will be granted in
the regular course. The bill also pro-
vides that a deposit shall be made
with the government sufficient " to
cover the cost of right of way and all
expropriation proceedings, and if the
road is gone on with within a speci-
fied time, five per cent of this deposit
shall revert to the state as a fine upon
'the company. Another provision is
that all moneys received from the sale
of stock, gponds, etc., must go into the
railway or else be considered as a fine
and go to the public treasury.
R T e TR RSO e

GOUNT WRECKS AUT
10 SAVE THREE LIVES

Husband of Former Mrs. Stets

son Runs Machine Into
. Lamppost

PHILADELPHIA, April 27.—Rather

than run down a woman and two
children who crossed York road in
front of his motor car, Count Santa,
Eulalia,who last summer married Mrs.
John R. Stetson, widow of the million~
aire hat manufacturer, deliberately
ran his automobile into a lamppost

yesterday morning and demolished the !

car.

The count’s action saved the woman
and children from injury,but the quick
turn of the car put his life in danger,
He escaped uninjured.

Count Eulalia was driving his car to
the Stetson country home, “Idro,” in
Ashbourne, on his way home from the
Roman Catholic Church of the Imma-
culate Coneeption, in Jenkinstown;
where he had attended mass. He was
alone. Just as he neared Cedar street,
a womahn with two children clinging ta
her dress crossed the road in front of
the car. It was not going at a high
8peed, but the count, recognized the
danger, waved aside all thoughts of
personal injury and swerved the car
toward the curb.. The machine smash=
ed into the lamppost, snapping it as
though it was made of glass.

To a crowd of spectators- who con-
gratulated the count on his~bravery,
the latter deeclaréd..that he would
rather have wrecked the machine and_
done himseif ‘“much injury™ than to
have struck the woman and her child-
ren. He rode home on a trolley car,;

OPPOITION &~
WELL ANSWERED

OTTAWA, April 27.—The attitude of'
the opposition threughout the budget

, debate was aptly summed up by E. M.

MacDonald, who resumed the discus-
sion in the hcuse this afternoon when
he pointed out that with all their crit-
icism they had suggested no specifio
change which would indicate the ex-
istence: in the party of any definite
tariff policy. They had talked about
the national policy and they had criti-
cised steel hounties. They had lament=
ed the decline in the woolldh industry
and by inference, and in one case ex-
pressly, had condemned British pre-
ference. There had been a demand for
the removal of yerman surtax~and
sneers at French trade, and over all
the gloom of a pessimism as to Cans
ada’s present condition and outlook!

Mr, MacDonald is one of the most
attractive speakers in the house and
his criticism of the opposition wasg
pungent and effective as his defense
of the government’'s financial and

£acg] naligies was convincing.

NSERVTIE
00T A SEL

Glen Campbell i
Dealt With by
duces Proof Th
are Clean

OTTAWA, Ont., April 26.—The ¢
tyre of the budget debate which
resumed in the Commons today, and
expected to finish tomorrow night, y
the castigation of Glen Camph
the breezy westerner, at the hands
Dr. Neely (Humboldti, who took
member for Dauphin severely to t
for his charges against Hon. Wa
Scott and an unnamed member of
Houso. Dr. Neely was able to f
duce a declaration by the Premie;
Saskatchewan and an affidavit by
official of Saskatchewam and Man
be Land Company denying that
Scott had ever had any stock, and
followed this up with an exposu
Mr. Campbell as a self-confessed b
er.

Mr. Logilge (Northumberland)
cussed ths financial nced of the g
ernment with approval and decla
that »Y their works to promots ad
cultuzre alone had given Canads.
best government she ever had.
debate was continued by Mr. Madd
who advocated increased protect
for Nova, Scotia coal, and Mr. Fras
who demanded a survey for Pri
E@ward Island tunnel.

E, M. Macdonald moved the adjo
ment of the dsobate.

Mr. Borden called attention to a g
spateh in the Globe to the effect t
the United States government had a
plied several times to the British Aj
bassadotr to ascertain the attitude
the Canadian government with refd
ence to the waters of the Heca
Straits, but had received no reply.

S8ir Wiltrld Laurier said there h
begn some correspondence on the su
Ject, but what position was at the p
sent he could at the moment say.

APPROVED BY SENATBE,

Hon. Mr. Fielding, in reply to M|
MacDonell, sald the supplementa:
treaty with France hai been approvg
by ‘the French Senate, but had still
be approved by ihe French Chambg
of Députies. The latter body had a(
journed for severil weeks, but he a
ticipated that at an <arly date ihe suj
plementary treaty would receive t
approval of the French Chamber ¢
Deputies and at the same time step
would be taken'to present to the Dg
minfon parliament a measure for &p
proval of the new treaty.

COLD STORAGE.

The debate on the budget was r¢
sumed by Mr. McLean (South Huron
who thought that the farming inte

PROVING

SACKVILLE, April 24—In spite d
the downpour of rain Friday evening
graduating recital at the Mount All
son Conservatory of Music was af

‘tended by an audience Which fille
| even the extra seats provided an
?,whlch listened with intense pleasu
, to each number of the programme re
‘dered by Miss Edna M. Baker, ¢
{ Toronto, vocalist, and Miss Hilda Haw
%er, daughter of Mr. W. W. Hawke
@t. . Jobhn, pianist. Both young Jadig
acquitted themselves most creditabl
A particularly pleasing number Wa
the Lullaby from Godard's Jocelv
sung by Miss Baker with violin oblj
gato by Miss Cladie Smith, of Sa

wville. )

Next Friday evening a recital wi
be given by two more of the graduate
Miss Margaret Cameron, of Sackvil
and Miss Jessie Allen, of Baie Vert
They will be assisted by Miss Hazg
Hughes, of Charlottetown, reader, an
Mr. Robert L. Stailing, of St. Johy
wocalist.

Friday, May T7th, Miss Glady
1. Dixon, of Sackville, and Miss Alig
M. Boyer, of Hartland, will give ‘the
graduating piano recital. They will b
assisted by Miss Florence Robb,
‘Amherst, violinist, and Miss Nelli
Killam of Yarmouth, vocalist,

Inthe past few days the studentso
Mount Allison University have electe
a number of their officers for the nex

Eme———
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JLVIND the right™hatter and ex-
amine, carefully, the right hat
for your head—you’ll know it

bythat iabelof Wakefield’s. Note

its silky nap, its graceful lines, its
fipe binding and finish. Try it on.
Then enquire the price. You'll
w then why these hats are fav-
ﬂ% in Canada—as in London—
with men who mustdress well and

won't waste money. Buy
by the label—it war-
rants the value. .

'ALLAN & CO.,Limited, Toronto
e:;kl.lo Distributors for Canadas




