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APPENDIX G.G.—(See Journal, Page 222.)
SIR GEORGE ARTHUR, K.C.H. Licutenant Governor.

was independent of the people, than since the British Constitation has been, by the necessities
of the Crown, moulded into its present form.-

This latter responsibility the Colonists have: it is now proposed to bestow on them the
former.

No one can be blind to the fact, that 1t is amongst those who advocate the doctrine, that
Colonies are useless and burdensome, that responsibility of the government to the people finds
its warmest supporters. Lord Durham holds a contrury opinion, and yet he advocates popular
government ! ‘

“That the Colonial possessions of England are of i immense importance, and essentlal to
the continuance of her greatness and prosperity, few, we believe, are prepared to deny. In
support of that opinion, your Committee will, however, quote a favourite expression of the
Earl of Durham, after his Lordship had seen the Canadian possessions of the Crown, and
become sensible of their value—*England, if she lose her North American Colonies, must
“sink into a second-rate power.” ‘ ‘ ’

 According to the present systein, the Governor of a Colony exercises most of the Royal
functious, ander the acneral direction of the Ministers of the Crown ; hc 1s strictly accountable
for his conduct, and f'01 the use he makes of the Royal authority ; e recommends for office
persons in the Colony, or appoints those selected by the Minister; and he endeavours to con-
duct his Government according to the policy of the Imperial Cabinet, with a view to the
present prosperity and future greatness of a oountr) in which England has a deep interest ;
and above all thinrn with the intention of preserving, against all opposition, the unity of the
Empire. ~ : , A
To enable him to f'ul‘ﬁl'tlicsc great duties, it is obviously his interest, and that of his
advisers, to keep on his side the popular voice of the Colony, and to avoid giving occasion
to discontent—redressing le’l] and : dissipating, by temperate discussiOn, ‘a]l ‘ imaginary
grievances. ' . ‘

According to the system piopo:cd by the Earl of Durham, the advisers of the Lieutenant
- Governor would not be Officers who, in accordance with the policy of the Home Government,
endeavour to aid the Licutenant-Governor in conc1lmt1m the uffections of the people, but
they must be the creatures of the prevailing faction or party'in the Assembly—advising the
Governor altogether with the view to the wishes of the House for the moment, regardless of the
opinions of the Supreme Parliament, or those of the Imperial Cabinet—and havmcr (though
nominally subordinate) the power of forcing all their measures upon the Governor.

T'he Colonial Governor must, in this case, be left without dismeti an or res pODSlblllty,
and follow whatever changes may occur; in his Co]ony he could take no directions from the
Mimalm of ‘the Crown, nor, indecd, communicate with the Supieme Government, unless in
the terms dictated by his responsible advisers, to whose dircctions he must submit, far more
completely than the Sovercign to the advice of the Cabinet. The real Sovereign and the
‘Supreme Cubinet, arce lost ~1nht of and forgotten, in the administration of public aﬁ'ans in the
colony : and thus the 1e~pom1bi|iw to Parliament, which.in England is produced by, and con-
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sistent w1Lh the powers of supreme legislation, bclnrr muoduccd nto a colony where the supre- ‘

macy in thc legislative body docs not exist, the weal\er body, in fact, is, by a political fiction,
made-the suonmu—thc dependency of the colony is at an end—and while the Sov ereign no
longer possesses a COl)il(iLlltlJl servant in the colony, the Ministers of the Crown, who are
respomiblc for the pICSCL\'ILthﬂ of colonial connecnon, 1ose all aulhouty to fu]ﬁl the duues of
their Office. ‘ ’ ‘

Elther this must be: the course pursued by a Gov ernor, wnth re»ponsxble adwseis or he
must think for himself, independently of those advisers: and, as a matter of course, throw him-
self for mf'mm'mou and advice, upon irregular and unknown’ sources. In such an event, the

‘ responelhle advisers reswn-—the) have, perhaps, a 'n.i]oritv in the Provincial Parliament ; but
they may, noththsmndmtr, be vory wrong. - 'Then comes a dis>oiution of the Provincial -Par-

liament, and pmlnps an e\precsmn of pnb]ic opinion,-by a. b*u*e majority, agamet the Govern-v ‘

ment—and plOl)"l.l)i), inimical to the interests of the’ Empire. Who, then, is to )ie]d 1—The
‘Government must, in fact, retire from the conte=t——whether right or. wrong—or carry on. pubhc
affairs . thhout. 'my advi~ers or. pubhc oﬁicerc ‘ : L
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