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THE CENSUS OF CANADA.

Ever-fleeting Time has again' bronght 
around the period for taking the census of 
Canada. During the debate upon the sub­
ject in the House of Commons last session, 
although no precise time was fixed upon, it 
was agreed to be taken in 1871.

Thu, Minister of Agriculture and Statistics, 
the Hon. Mr. Dunkin, is rabidly completing 
his arrangements for the enumeration. Seve­
ral appointment i have already been made of 
Census Commissioners ; the staff of officials 
at Ottawa, whose particular duty it will be to 
attend to the census, is being increased, and 
it is to be hoped the whole machinery re­
quired in each district will be arranged before 
the new year, so that it may start and act 
with precision when the appointed time comes 
round.

The importance of obtaining a correct 
census cannot be over-rated. The last one, 
taken in 1861, was admittedly deficient, and 
although the task is a difficult one, in con­
sequence of. so many different jiersona re­
quiring to be employed, still we hope to 
see that of 1871 as nearly correct as-such an 
enumeration can be made. Mr. Dunkin is 
credited with entertaining something like a 
passion for “details,” however numerous and 
minute. If so, the census will afford him an 
ample opportunity for its gratification.

According to the Act passed last session, 
the four Provinces are to be divided into

census districts, to each of which the Gover­
nor in Council will appoint a Census Com­
missioner. These districts will generally 
have the same bounds as the present electoral 
divisions. Then these districts will be di­
vided.into census sub-districts, generally cor­
responding to the municipalities, and one or 
more enumerators appointed for each. The 
Minister of Agriculture and Statistics will 
prepare and supply all the necessary forms 
,—through the district commissioners—to each 
enumerator, who shall at the appointed time 
make domiciliary visits, and the most careful 
personal enquiry. The enumerators will 
have to swear to their returns, and it is pro­
vided that any neglect or (aise return, will 
lw a misdemeanor. y • ,

Schedules arc to be left at every house by 
the enumerators, and any jarson refusing or 
neglecting to fill them up, >r who shall wil­
fully make any false .statement or answer 
to any matter specified therein, will be liable 
to a fine of not less thafHSJO nor more than 
$40. This is but a bare outline of the modus 
ojteraitdi by which the coming census is to be 
taken, nndnf carefully worked out, it apjicars 
to us well calculated to attain a satisfactory 
result.

Besides the jiumlivr and classification of 
our population, the coming jSensus is expected, 
to furnish a pretty correct estimate of the 
aggregate value of the real and personal pro­
perty of the Dominion, and of the produce, 
state and resources of our agricultural, fishing, 
lumWring, mechanical, manufacturing and 
other industries. .

Since the last census was token s good 
deal of discussion has taken pl^ce with K- 
regard to the number of inhabitants. Dur­
ing the previous, decade, the increase was at 
the folhiwing rate: Ontario 4 "34 per cent. ; 
Quebec 2-50 ; Nova Scotia 182; and New 
Brunswick 2 67 per cent. ; accepting these 
figures as indicating tlie rate of increase since 
1861, the following would be the correct 
numbers, at the two dates respectively

the variois Provinces must AJlow the taking 
of the effimud. t (See section LI.) Should 
the figures gitcii above to Ontario and Que­
bec be rcilixcd, the former province will be 
entitled to 97 representatives, 15 more than 
its preseijt number.

The success of any efforts to procure cor­
rect census returns, must necessarily depend 
largely o® thé willingness of the people to 
give the required information. We hope it 
is not necessary to say, in this enlightened 
age, that'no possible reason can exist why 
any resÿectàMe citizen should refuse to 
answer a single question which will be ou the 
schedule. Indeed, it is earnestly to be hoped 
that the Census Commissioners and their sub­
ordinates will have the candid co-operation 
of all classes of ti* community, and that each 
and all will endeavour to make the returns as 
correct qn exhibit of the population and 
wealth of the Dominion as possible.

Proriuct. ■ f Vitsin 1861.
Ontario.........396,091
Quebec................1,111,6!»
Nova Scotia 330,807
New Brunswick. 232,047

Urntnu 1871. 
2,136,308 
1,422,346 

398,449 
- 327,800

4,283,103Total......... 3,091,691
Some writers maintain tliat the approach­

ing enumeration will prove that our progress 
in population has been fully as rapiil as the 
above figures indicate. Others have as 
warmly contended that it will not. It is not 
worth while, however, wasting time now, in 
discussing the j»oint,‘for a few months will 
set the matter at rest. The above estimate 
in our opinion, » ill be found slightly above 
the mark.

According to the British North American 
Act, a re-adjustment of the representation of

GOLD MINING AS A COMMERCIAL 
ENTERPRISE.

The various modes employed for extract­
ing the gt’ld from the substances with which 
it is mixéd up in the ore, will form the next 
subject <if our consideration ; in order to a 
clear understaUding of which it is advisable 
to give a'brief account of the state in which 
the pirctbtn metal occurs in nature.

Gold ©cours in the rocks in two states— 
(1) native or metallic, and (2) mineralized 
with othér mnftvrs. The most important of 
these for ne is the native gold, as it furnishes 
nearly al the gold of commerce ; that which 
is found n combination with mercury, tellu­
rium, Ai , living rather valuable as specL 
mens for the cabinets of the curious than a.i 
articles i f commercial importance. Our re-' 
marks will, therefore, apply exclusively to 
native gi Id as it is found in the rocks.

Iji thi i state the metal generally occurs 
in the Ivina of quarts which traverse the 
strata mi various directions, cither alone, or 
mies freâuuntly associated with common and 
iiuignctK iron pyrites (sulphide of iroeX mis- 
1 >ivk el (al lenical pyrites), copper pyrites (sulp- 
imlv bf i on and copperX or galena (sulphide 
of jead ). Where eoppçr or lead {irevaila, it 
forms an alloy with either or both, and even
after svp ration contains a larger or am alien J

veryirtiffii of silver, from which it is vi 
o free it entirely.

tVheu: (old exists in such reins, it is 
rally in fartick-s of sufficient sise to be vieil 
to the nAvd eye ; but that which is in coe-i 
neftinn rith and included in the pyrites is 
often so inely divided as to be invisible even 
after* th decomposition of the sulphides 
and r-cl which exhibits no indication of the 
presence of gold will often yield a rich return 
when su imitted to proper a process of redoc- *
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