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a strong and united family. Like a 
band of soldiers—

“ Your scattered forces now unite,
For life’s a battle field ;

Together muster for the fight, 
Beneath one common shield.”

To the same effect is the following 
fable, taken from the writings of Anian- 
us, published in London as long ago 
as 1708 :

“ There was once upon a time a 
party of bulls that formed a league to 
keep and feed together, and to help 
one another in the event of their being 
attacked by a common enemy. -

“If their enemy (the lion) could have 
met with any of them singly, he would 
easily have done his work ; but so long 
as the bulls stuck to their confederacy, 
there was no chance of his dealing 
with them. Sad to relate, however, 
they fell to quarrelling at last among 
themselves. Of course, here was the 
lion's opportunity, and he was not slow 
in taking advantage of it, and with 
great ease he first killed and then ate 
the foolish bulls one after the other.”

This fable shows us the advantage, 
the necessity, and the safety of being 
united ; and that quarrelling and 
division bring ruin.

The Lost Kitties.

K

Partly because little Effie had not 
been very well lately, but chiefly be
cause she was such a general favorite 
at the Chestnuts, her own dear com
fortable home, it happened that her 
dolls were many in number and her 
set of tea things the prettiest that 
could be found.

When anybody came to see her 
mamma there was sure to be a nice 
little parcel ready for Effie, and the 
best of it was that all this kindness 
did not spoil her. She never seemed 
to think because she was made such a 
pet of, that she could do and say just 
what she liked. She knew very well 
that if people were to love her she 
must be a good girl.

As Effie grew older she found there 
were little troubles to put up with, and 
sometimes a disappointment tried her 
temper very much. Nothing, perhaps, 
made her so sorry as when her two 
kittens, Mopsie and Weetie, were lost.

Everything was all right, she was 
quite sure, when she went to bed the 
night before, for she had seen them 
safely in the basket in the kitchen, 
with the mother cat purring beside 
them, looking quite proud of the 
pussies. But next morning the bad 
news came.

“ Oh, Miss Effie,” said Jane, “ I 
have been looking everywhere, and I 
can’t find the kitties !”

Search was made, not without some 
very big tears making Effie’s blue eyes 
misty ; there was the empty basket, 
sure enough, and the cat mewing 
about in a very disconsolate manner, 
but no kittens.

“ Mamma, oh mamma, what shall 
I do without my Mopsie and Weetie ?”

“ Cheer up, little woman ; perhaps 
they will be found yet.”

So Effie tried ever so hard to put a 
bright face on it and hope for the best.

Charlie, the greengrocer's boy, who 
used to come for orders every morning, 
was full of mischief, and not too par
ticular what he did for fun.

We can be very cruel without mean
ing to be so.

So early that morning, while Jane 
had gone into the larder, leaving 
Charlie at the kitchen door, he caught 
sight of the basket, and in a moment, 
while the old puss looked on with as
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tonishment, he had put the little kit 
ties into his big pockets.

And while Effie' was crying over 
their loss at the Chestnuts, Charlie 
still going his round in the neighbor 
hood, was stroking the soft furry créa 
tures and admiring their soft and tiny 
feet.

The milkman., fortunately caught 
sight of him, and asked him where he 
got the kittens from. Charlie, nothing 
abashed, said they belonged to the 
Chestnuts, and he was only keeping 
them for a little fun, and would return 
them before the day was over. When 
the milkman rang the bell as usual, 
few minutes afterwards, Effie ran to 
the door with Jane, for she liked this 
man.

“ What’s the matter, little missy 
this morning ?”

“ Why I’se lost my darling Mopsie 
and Weetie ! And they did like your 
milk so, too !”

“ Never mind ; perhaps they shall 
lave a drop more.”

So saying, the kind man produced 
ihe missing kittens from inside his 
coat, and Effie, dancing with glee and 
thankfulness, kissed her pets again and 
again.

Then sheearried them to the dining
room and poured out a special saucer 
of milk, which Mopsie and Weetie 
greatly enjoyed, watched by their 
happy mother and their loving mis
tress. ______

Spring.
If I were to ask which season you 

liked the best, I am sure the most 
hands would be held up for spring. 
Who does not love to see the buds 
swelling, and the green things under 
the hedges shooting up ? Is not that 
something to make our hearts forget 
there ever was such a thing as winter ?

We have no thought for anything 
but opening flowers and sunshine and 
brightness returning. Let us give a 
closer look at the hedges, long so bare 
and dry, and in some warm corner we 
shall catch sight of a little spray, quite 
green. We pluck it and carry it home 
in triumph, to show that it is no mis
take. The spring really is coming. 
Did you ever think how long that lit
tle bit of green had been getting ready ? 
We speak of the leaves “ bursting,” as 
if it were something sudden, but Nature 
does not do her work in a hurry like 
that.

Last summer, long before the leaves 
fell, the tiny germ of this year’s leaf 
was formed. You might have seen it, 
if you had looked close enough. True, 
it got no more forward, it was like a babe 
asleep in its cradle ;but its mother tree 
was at work all the while, drawing in 
nourishment from the ground prepar
ing the sap to feed it, and the green to 
colour it, and making general provision 
for its future.

At last came some warm rain, and 
some sunshine, and these were all that 
were wanting to bring forth the infant 
leaf from its hiding-place. Their part 
was the finishing stroke, but all the 
rest had been going on long before, 
underneath, and out of sight. And 
this is what is always going on in 
Nature—preparation for something 
that is coming next. Not only in Na
ture; it is just a picture how God is al
ways getting things ready for us in 
His Providence in our lives. He “ pre
pared” a sacrifice for our sins (Hebrews 
x. 5). He “ prepares” good and happy 
things for us, and for all who love Him 
now (1 Cormthians ii. 9). He “ pre-
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—Grace has moments which never 
return ; nothing is more uncertain than 
the return of holy impulses once re
jected ; a salvation deferred almost al
ways fails ; to begin to-day is to pru
dently assure one’s self of success ; yet 
sinners prefer the uncertain hope of a 
grace to come, to a present salvation 
offered to them.

—Emerson has said that the oon- 
_ _ _ dition which high friendship demandsH £ IN R l' A XZ IS *8 ability *° without it. The same

* may be said with regard to general so
ciety. He who is best able to use it 
and value it is also able to do without it.
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