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OUR SERMON.
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THE GROWTH OF EVANGELI-
CAL CHRISTIANITY.

A SERMON PREACHED IN BOSTON, A. D,
1875, BY REV. MATTHEW SIMPSON,

D. D., BISHOP OF M. E. CHURCHI OF

THE UNITED STATES.

“ Watchman, what of the night ! Waicl.-
man, what of the night ! The watch-
man said, The morning cometh, and
also the night : i’ ye will enquire, en-
quire ye : return, :-rnm:."—ls;mahﬂl :
11, 12,

. Tue words selected for thiscvening’s

meditativn are contained in the wvro
phecy of Isaiah, twenty-first clapter,
and parts of the eleventh, and ta\jclfth
verses : Watchman, what of the nizht?
Watchman, what of the nizht? Thlc
watchman said, The morning cometh,
and a1!so the night: if ye = 11 Gl
enquire ye: retutrn, come,” The pro-
phet in vision, places a watchman on
his tow.r looking out over Mount Seir.
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Th. p-ople are agitated, o

pigbt, just before the dawn ol morang,
an anxious inhabitant comes to the

nquires,

carnestly
1 ?” and

walchiman - and
« Watchman, what of the night

in his anxiety, showing Lis $ eon-
cern, bel we theauswer is given, repets

the (J'Jl'\fiwn, « Watchnian, what of the
nishi ¥ What news as to the approach
of the cuemivs ¥ What Jangers are
aroundr What prospects of deliverance
may be entertained ? The watchman
rcp.li:‘s, ¢The morning cometh;” the
night is almost past; the danger is
over ior this special period; the light
is ab ut to dawn, aad no cuemy !

ny iic

now bec expeeted. Bat the is

not past : *“The morningz com:th, and

also the night.” There 15 still neces-

sity to keepau o lonk; the foes |

not (‘11111\'1.‘ abandonod their pro} et ;

there is stil' danger; but then he nlds,

¢ If ve will cuquive, enqi That

ig, it 1s prov e 10 s ) 0

it i “to e interosted it i

to wal th nguis “Com rill

retui, no 0 You mayv appro 1t

all times while T am on thet

and ask questions; b 3 [ fon

your city. I Hoeu puire, oneg

'yc: roluri, " 10

sin1:.

If these words wore spo’aon

referopes “to the eandin

they probably ate] oot r

deliverance iro power t

dom of B lon 1 the prophet had

foreseu:. But he saw farther Lt

to come ; that afte i ! fo:-

liverance, there shouail com ver o

gL‘l‘ , il 1§ ‘ht 3 ¢ Jdown .

land Jub L 0 th ti

sace I have til 1 il yr

ph 0 C clo ]

rot . offi i % .

was tire kv of d 1, who '

opeil ant uo man hut, who could

and 1o 1 p:ii, aird the proph

visioa cont row 1 peraon
vl ¢ Wl Serinia

% y inspirat [ Grod;
is not of any prival r

and wc are told also that the testing »is
of I : is the spirit of prophecy, i
theze prophecies, direetly or tadirectly,
lead us to the eoming and tritinph of
our L rd J.sus Christ; and the g
tion I a-k to-nizht, is that which may
be d of every watchman on
towers of Zion: *“ What of the nizht 7
Wha' are tu pros; s of the Car
Chuich ? o the jad

of the times !

Tae dirst reftli ] hava ¢ malio 13
this : That the spirit ot 1 velation, the
spir'li of (‘El:fll-l'l;"\:‘. 1:'.'?, ').Al', allows
but cueourages free wmequiry. It trusts
our judgment, our wids rstanding
so far {rowm repressing any 1
spirit of Chyristianity bids
Whether they

heavens above
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H
v at1ere
estlora-

tib‘h\, tlic ]
welcome to them all.
are iu refervence to o the
us, the depths of the carth béncath us,
the aatiquity of man on the carth, or
auny it couneetel with God’
gl);'z'rn‘ﬂl«mf. and wman's relagiom to
Hiwn,—tee spirit of Christianity

iy, 1 re-
uot ouly aliows but encour

facts,—I1

]w;t‘» 3

the utinost i dom ot | »'Ltllg); Tunt
which s 1ot ‘rue, caunost st ol thousa
the worid should combiae to upliold it

That which is not true, uu,;in 1ot to
Sl(xh], aud

of all our wquiry.
ghun investization ; that which feels it
bas the truth, courts the fullest exami-
pation ; and so 1t is with the spirit of
our Christianity.  And betier for bu-
manity that man shoulld
err, better for humanity that riason
should sometimes ly beyoud the prov-
ince, or atterupt to fly beyond the prov-
ince assigned it, than thought should
stagnate, or inquiry should be repres-
sed., To all theughtful men I will say,
«If ye will enquire, enquire ye : return,
come!” Study the volume of revela-
tion ; study the volume of nature ; read
the thoughts of the
compare them with the Divine Word ;

el

truth should be the object
Ialse systems may

oce ls‘l"lld“(

best thinkers;

and in the end all shall be found in

some form to harmonize with that Word
which shall stand forever. My inter-
pretatious of it, and your interpreta-
tions of it, may sometimes be found to
be defective ; somc of our systems, pos-
sibly, may be shaken, and sowe of our
opinions may possibly be rudely jarred,
but in the end, the truth, which alone

(is worthy, shall be found and shall
| triumph.
! { suggestion connected

The second
e are not to ex-

| mith this passage is, W

pect in any great movement on earth,
| perpetual and unvarying success. “The
' morning cometh, and also the night.

God bas so ordered that great move- |

ments secm to be—as least in part—
cycles. It is thus in nature: Wwe have
the morning and the evening; Wwe
have the summer and the winter. You
know in our own experiences we have
not always the sunshine of joy, nor the
winter of soirow. It is oftentimes the
cass that we mistake when we fancy
there may loss of progress.
times see the planets receding from the
sun, sometimes approaching very near,
and passing beyond ; they seem to us
to move irregularly, but the eye at the
centre sees these planets moving in un-
broken order. S o there is success, s0
there is progress, oftentimes, when we
do not see it. There would be no strong
rees, if there was perpetual summer.
The winter and the period of restis
needed, as well as the period of bloom
and fruitage. Though sometimes it
seem asif there i dolay, or actual

Lo

retrogres<sion, vet at the same time, as |

with those bodies in the heavens around
us that arc in notion, there is one great
central poiut around which if it takes
myrials of years for them to circle,
they will move and -ultimately finish
their course. God regards not time as
we do. One day is with the Lord as a
thousand years, aud a thousand yeurs
are as one day.
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Having said this :
i line of thought

more especially  the
1l ‘.~ l out {v your considefation L.in
¢V vad thit 13 this: That Caris-
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tiunity, and chicily in 1ts evangeiical
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n is as rich 1
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Christianity, and
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Wnen Chri
the world, the on
2 g"lnuﬁ was pazan,

1inhabitants

7 of the
of the Lin'b ol Palestiue, and of sueh of
thie neopla of the Jews as had gone to
dweil in other countrivs.  Palestine, it.
I, il been conguered by the Roman
power, a 1d Jovernment on tae
carth was in nanlds. We have
S 1¢ lnany  chauges—-zvents of
[ will not dweil upon, till to-day

u

every

pagan

S . )
tioore are but two leading kinsdoms that
are pizan,—China and Japauw. There
Q ~oure stmaller nations ani  tribes

coutiguvus o China, and in Afriea, .

which are pagau, but they are unimpor-
tant peoples and wibzes.  What has oz-
casioned this change ?—The preaching
of Lil() ‘:"-H"v:: '):' oar l, |i Jes s (:‘ll‘g."‘:
The civilization of the worll to-liv ig
in the hands of Carlstian countries. I
need but refer you to the question wher

are tie armies, navies, scbools, univer.

Sitles, presses, nospitals, lustitutions
- 1 Te 1

for th. Uenefit of humanity, anl you

will auswer, * In the lands of Christon-
dem.” Paganizn has failed to elevate
Lu:nanity.

1f we pass to Mohammelanisw, the
auswer 15 aboub the . same, Toaere is
b'x?,:»nt:atr.m,-; Mohammedau powerinthe
world to-day,—Turkey; Persia is a se-
condary power. There are also a few
sma!l tribal
Tartary ; aod in the interior of

F s 1 *
Africa—that are Mabommedan; but the
greatest Mahomwedan power—Turkey

* —is kzpt in being simply by Christian

nations. Were it not for the interfer-
eance of Eugland and of France to-day,
Russia would sweep the Saltan from
his throne, and Turkey would become a.
Christian nation. Full three out of

We some- |

nations—such as are in |

residents of Turkey in
Europe, are Christian in creed. _The
system,” then, which has not g_amed
power sufficient to maintain 1§se1f in the
' faece of Christendom, but lies on the
| arm of other nations, has certainly not
|jmparted strength to humanity. Mo-
hammedanism has yielded before the
8s of Chrictianity in thess latter
Thus Spain, that’ was Moham-

is Christian. Al-
| geria is taken under the dominion of
| France. Russia has swept down over
the northern provinces, which were
owned by Persia, embracing the inhab-
itants of the Circassian mountains, of
Georgia, aul his conqu wed part of
| Independent Tartary.  Christian na-
tions have continually encroached upon
the borders of Mohammedanism ; and
a very singular fact obtains to-day, that
were it not for the express command of
the European powers, the revolu ion in
Bostia would in all probability destroy
the Sultan’s power.

* e

; four people,
}

| progre
| days.
! medan in large part,

% * % *

I had testimony on this subject of
evangelical religion and 1ts power, a
few weeks ago, in- which I was deeply
interested. I listened to a sermon de-
livered by Cardinal Manning, the head
of the Catlolic Church in England, and
who will b, a5 i3 supposed by many,
the probable successor of Pope Plius
CIX. It was an anniversary sermon oil

the“ Rustoration of the Roman Hier-

archy to linglizd;” and he was en-

deavoring to show that the establisn-
stk of 1l e Pt b ool i
ment of the Roman hierarchy wouid be

a great benedietion to Eacland. One
e i 3 1 I
of lils arvuments was, that the loss ol

o
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that hierarchy liad on two oc:aswon
been followed by oreat lossanl disaster

to England. !le spoke ol the age that
ioilowed i[')fll"\' \:1L, .Ll.: 1 1 t

;
ace that followad the loss of the Roman
‘ - ,

hle arcuy 1n L“;!z'.‘l 1663, anl sai
that the nation pizsed jato infilelity
. 1 1 : AR
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f 1va A swuril
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: Churel, but nv o I
T T 1 nt " arih at h 1
14 I H 1 Cartil av thv e, —
otaey ~al tiLil gavernment, — was
1 < ather form of relicion but
basad on anv other form ol religion but

that of the Citholie. When the R:for-

mation occurred in Germauny, 1t took
. ol ol se

nearly o hali a cenvury to =cttie tae re-

la {.,g}‘li;;;u‘ of the people. I'ne

t—rpolitical ~protest——was

great prote
: 1
thatl

1vde in 1539, At the end of
perion voa will find thav Anstria, Italy
I'rinee, Spain, Portugal, the Ncther-
1. and a nomber of the German
S , emained Catholic. Tue lands
wi 1 were Protestant, were i;'.g‘hm-l
Denp ark, wav, »weden, small
parts of G , with the kingdom of

1 a portion of Switzarland,
Now the fact to which I wish %o call
yoar attention is this: No country
whose. pclitieal power was ever wielded
by Protestant influence, ras siace be.
come Catholic! Examine the

o9
[

whole
line of history: Holland has become
Protestant; Switzerland, which was
about hilf and half in population, has
now become a united confederatjon,
population is about threz-fifths,
or o little over, Protestant.  Then con-
i 0 that has occurred with

Y4l 19 1 R4 Iy
.. . 4 . =y ]‘, . N ©o ey
reoar to Protestant liues. ll A3 an

‘1 becope 1’1'«)15_‘:{4,!:1".'
After the Jdise »'."r':‘_' of America, as yon
know, by the bull of the Roman poatiff
all America was divided,—or the dis-
was divided, —— between  the
nts of Span and Partuvsal,
aud all Aaerica was consigned to
Catholic dowinion; and in 1859, what-
ever of Caristian power there was in
America was of the Catholic form.
There was po Protestantism on tliis
entice  continent, To-day how does
Auterica stand? Oae small corner,

covery
governn

Patagonia, is heathen ; South America, .

Central America, and up to the
northern line of Mexico “is Catholic.
All the continent, from the north line
| of Meaico to the North Pele, is under
Protestant government.

And now consider the changes that
bave been in our day: With the com.
mencement of the present century,—-
1800,—the line of the English govern-
ment transferred to the United States
was from the Atlantic to the Missis-
sippy,. from the Lakesfifo the thirty-

first degree of north latitude; and this
was all the part of America that Was

|

i this line which

then under a Protestant power, except- [

ing Canada, which had been taken
from the French about a half century
before. In 1750 there was no Protes-
tant power with the exception of within
I have mentioned.
What is it to-day ? In three-quarters
of a century, France gave us the whole
territory west of the. Mississippi;
Spain gave us Florida, embracing the
Gulf coast to the Mississippt; from
Mexico we have received California,
Utah, New Mexico, Arizonia, and
Texas. At the beginning of the
century there were but about eight
hundred thousand square miles, or a
little over, of Protestant terr’tory on
the continent. To-day, in the United
States alone, there are three miilion
six hundred thousand square miles. In
other words, at the commencement of
the century, three-quarters of '1ts
present tgrritery was under Catholic
dominion.

Now turn to Lurope. As I said,
Hclland, that was for-a time Catholie,
became Protestant. The government
of Poland, one of the strongest uf
Catholic governments, was divide ! be-
tween Russia, Prussii, and Austria,—
two-thirds of it to Rassia. With the
exception of the part which has gone to
Austria, all that was the large, and at
one time the powcrful, governm nut of
Poland, i3 to day under non-Catholie
dominion,—-cither unler the Peotest
or (rreek Church. Rassia has exten

her borders immensely, anl 13

LIl
led

] Y Q

clorious work inunifying some hutl tee
dforent tribes, and leading iato oue
Janzuage some forty different dizlects.

But anothor thoucht: ‘Tt we take

41 ! 1- 41, — 1 3 w1t
tde odtiooK o1 142 wWol .‘-l, aow 1s 1t wiilill

regard to the populationy  Unless you

prince came to Englaad 22l i1 Vi
| toria the secret power of th: B.ijyy
| Government, she took a B:bla ig 4.p

-8

hands, and said, ““ It is in that b,k

Kings follow it, and th: pror piyla

embrace 1it. The words of Jayy;
)

“ Come unto me all yethat lihyr qn]
are heavy laden, and [will sive vy
rest,” ring out to the workinzs wan, tha
weary man, and the widow comss an]
rests beneath the Crass. Tis pror g

fiads his treasures thare, the evosgr th,
blind see out of obscurity and out )
darkness. The limbsof the lim: feyy-
for jog. Oh! gooul n's . i3y

go into our hovels, follow the seau srin2

p()j)u‘vut on where voa mav, in] !'1:,:\
hearts of the people tura vy il hiaggs]

Saviour- Humanity will soon join in
the utterance of the dving rirl o8 5!
I was told some timesince. It trams

was giving away, her rcalatira al
most goune; her lips movel, anl by
1l hor b

friends who gathered avon
4 L

' were anxious to know whut sh
]
and as they bent the aar 00 Heanag
she: gard # bipino 52 |
sac sald ““bring;” anl . yazht

her medicine, and #hey
water, but she shook her
7 1‘] g 4 13y w 1? ‘1

y 1 . = ]
Wids 0:ll) ' : t oy

% [ Yo
she spoke amiin
arain 1t

almost despaired, after teving ovoery.

thing to find what she wanuteld, till at
last she summoned breath cnoursh and
said,
“PBrine forth the roval diadem
And crown him Lord ot ali
— . ———— -
GUD THE GIVER OF >TRiZNGTH.
) l:u~'xv'1115‘.1_"-'11L‘.:‘,‘A suraasth
which the Lord gives to il'5 pople, is

at once: and w iu Fmn-

not m-ted out

have thought oun this subject, you w1 I , .
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s bave f , and lin g (18 meeded; by giving mos i ®
Lousc of Malagascar favors the Prstes- | asked and longd for; by siviar the
tant religion.  Aud wheraver Porotes- | more, the better us. LT
e e e s L Y usz taat s i ol
tantism aud Catholicism bave stood | what .
tace to fuace with ]‘.;;y[.';.:; freelom. | v
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Protestantism has always zal - s Db up-
cept by the influence of immigrating. on Ilis promise, and tie mor yrt 10
» < P - [ 41 ST ° r

. % % & : tue exercise of that trust ism1.. Coo-

Now I ask who iz in ¢! 1 o T | ant ! o 3 ;

ANOW L 2SK w218 1n the alvances 7 1 | Sciousliecss ol L1235 1 ! )
h,'“ oniy tune to suzrost this thought: | the guinine of this stray i ‘ [Ia
You wiilfind in tho line of advanze the | .: 9 o ) o
most evanceiieal churehes.  Whoever | a that
the most wholly and earnestiy preaches . t i h.”
Christ, wxaits the Cross with all its th Y WIS E

Yniver 1 + . ' -
ulory, that class is on the alvanco line 1t T th
e 3 . . R il LY. vy Ly 1 vdo
To-lay the hearts of the uations are | [ 4 A

4 o g . . _ | AJ0Td 11 tne, new 1 !
stirred.  Witne-s the uprisinz in Enge- ! i thE 15t
land. The masses crowding around to | re. ey uount up avith r5 a3
. o ;
listen to the simple story of the eross, | Ga51es; that th run an’l arns not weary,
Lonok at this country where the pooy and walk and are faint ny i31.3s2d
are gaghering to hear that story toil th vhioas waitin .

N s o . . . . i LUCy VIIOS2 Walilllr ( 5 oara ever
Nay, look a¢ this aulienc: in Bosto townrd the Eaid. whose st
=5 7 towara tihe 129rd, wi v <tranot!) 15 L0
the centre ef literature. Y our ) [ , iy WIL0S rengta is 4%
halls filled with audiences on weei-luwy rd’s- Fhey go from <trength to
nizht, listening to Gospel scrmouns, a strength ou this th earth'v jouraey,
thing unknown before. It is a new  and in Zioa shall ever : 1 ap-
manifestation, a new power, and the | yaar of i R
R . = | 1. " > oY peatr ovelore the J"i'l. “ A __;‘1
worid 1s voiurs, I nave not time to ! . he 1 7 I 1
dwell onrthe Chhristianity oc be, toe ol of Isry:l why rveta
-y v 1
stands Itke t! 1500, with  Sted strengthiand power un: 3 p%o
arms outstre 5 1nvitating pie. Now unto him that i3 alle ¢y kaep
to all the world . Ca 1 from iy ] i "
. X . 'y , ondng, aung t )a
tianity is like a 1t gt of the fauitless bofore his 1 ’
e & % ivics Deiore 1lls 1 ex-
mountain without hands, that is rollins  ceedins inv: uato L X
5 3 1 1 s - -4 L Joy; unto g that 1: e t0
on to fill the whole earth. Lhe gon lo exceedinely abund ' Wl

) . 4 Xczed1nyg abundnt ywe al
ernments that were pazan havo c2ased,  that we ask or thinl ‘ | '
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